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BBC Now a Yankee Doodle Baby In 
Carbon-Copy of U.S. Programming 


London, Dee. 23. 
Soap operas, disk jockeys, cliff- 
hangers, parent squawks over kid 
rogramming, ags strictly from 
Scag Benny and Allen—that’s Brit- 


‘ish radio today. 


Britishers are expressing amaze- 


, ment over the Americanized pattern 


of the British Broadcasting Corp. 


_ programming operation. 


The half-a-dozen disk jockeys who 
British 


kilocycles have now entrenched 


- themselves as one of the most pop- 


Wiar cross-the-board features, some 
of them hitting a 2,000,000 daily au- 
dience, which, in terms of BBC, is 
comparable to a Top 15 Hooner in 
the states. 


But the favorite disk jock of all | creased 


is an American—Ralph (Muff It) 
Moffatt—who isn’t in 
whose 11-o’clock nightly broadcasts 
ever the Armed Forces Network 
from Munich has. an audience pull 
that’s the equivalent of Bob Hope 


on NBC. 


The guy’s even got British fan 
clubs named after him. The platter- 
spinning shows adhere to pretty 
much the same technique as in the 
U. S., except that they’re plug-less 
and the entire gab routine is built 
around a central theme. 


That the British are suckers for 
the U. S. programmingsformula is 
further reflected in the mounting 
popularity of soap operas (of which 
there are currently three), plus a 
typical moppet-slanted cliffhanger, 
“Dick Barton—Special Agent.” Lat- 
ter has already set off a British ver- 
sion of the  parent-teacher-social 
‘agency squawks in America on 
the grounds that they’re a bad in- 

(Continued on page 47) 


Yank Comedienne Sees 
Paris Today as Grim As 
In the Gloomy War Days 


By CYNDA GLENN 


Paris, Dec. 14. 


Paris in the last few weeks has 
been more like 1944 than at any 
time since the end of the war. Black- 
outs at night, everyone speaking of 
civil war, dining by candlelight, 
tension everywhere, but certainly 
now, for the first time, one has the 
feeling that every Frenchman is 
Pretty fed up with Communism. 
Food is harder to get than last year, 
the bread seems to get blacker, and 
the prices keep climbing. In fact, so 
much so, that Americans who get a 
800d exchange for their dollars 
wonder what the poor people are 
doing. The answer is they don't do 
anything, hence the strikes, sabo- 
tages,: ete, 

Life, however, seems to go on un- 
der these conditions, and the “gran- 
des maisons de couture” . continue 
Showing their winter collections, 
ais a few spring styles. Although 
everyone talks about going to the 
mountains, the real ski season does 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Sheet Music Sales 


Show Rise in Dec. 


Sheet music sales have taken a 
sharp spurt upward since the be- 
ginning of December, covering both 
holiday, songs and pops. Jobbers in 
some instances claim that disburse- 
ments to retail outlets during the 
month will equal, at least, and pos- 
sibly surpass wartime totals. 

Whether the improvement is due 
mostly to the holiday buying 
spree is something that can’t be as- 


But jobbers, noting the boost in pop 


sales in addition to the usual in- 
activity among standard 
Xmas tunes, feel that it will con- 


BBC, but | tinue to some extent past the New 


Year. 


%, Deals as Key To 
Nip Talent Inflation 


Talent agencies are now plugging 
guarantee and percentage dates for 
middle «salary bracket acts as a 
means of placating boniface de- 
mands for lower salaries in that 
category. 

The agencies are now submitting 
acts that formerly sold for as much 
as $3,500 on $1,000 guarantees with 
stipulations for a 25% to 50% take 
of the gross after a fixed figure on 
which the house meets its expenses. 
Several deals of this type are now 
in the works. 

This type of deal is a result of 
planning during the last two months; 
when the business slump started in 
earnest. During that time, nitery 
owners’ demand’ has been either for 
top attractions or low bracketed per- 
formers’ The middle-of-the-roaders 
had virtually been left out in the 
cold in the matter of bookings. 

Nitery owners of late have been 

(Continued on page 54) 


$1.20-$2.40 for Rose Bowl 
Game on Theatre - Size 
Television in L. A. Aud. 


Hollywood, Dee. 23. 

Stealing the thunder from all 
other inventors of large-screen tele- 
vision, Coast manufacturer Bert 
D’Orsay has leased the 6,000-seat 
Shrine Auditorium here for the Rose 
Bowl game Jan. 1 and will charge 
roadshow prices of $1.20, $1.80 and 
$2.40 for the public to view the 
game via his newly-unveiled system. 

D’Orsay, an RCA-licensed custom 
set manufacturer, gave the first 
public demonstration of his giant 
projection system in a local nitery 
last (Monday) night. Using a stand- 
equipped with 
a photographic enlargement lens 
over the face of the tube, he pro- 

(Continued on page 54) 
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ADVANGE. SALES 


Legit, both on Broadway and on 
the road, is due for a Christmas 
present—and none too soon. Biz 
the past few weeks, in N.-Y. and on 
tour, has been as blue as any previ- 
ous pre-Christmas lull, and squawks 
from producers and ticket agencies 
alike have been loud and frenzied. 
But a sharp rebound in grosses is 
due this weekend, with indications 
that the traditional holiday spurt 
| will start a day early. Broadway 
| managers report that ticket sales 
|for tonight’s (Wed.) performances 
ee much heavier then normal for 
| Christmas Eve and advances bullish. 
| Outlook. through next week and 
| beyond New Year’s is bright. The 
| coming week has always been a 
| peak period for theatre biz, but the 
/current Broadway season looks a 
shade better than previous years, 

Managers feel that the road will 
also recover, following some dismal 
business reports for the past two 
weeks. Grosses were said to be as 
much as 50% off the pace that pre- 
vailed up to Thanksgiving. Down- 
ward trend was particularly evident 
in leading key stands. Boston (only 
one legit theatre was open there last 
week) and Philadelphia especially, 
with Chicago noi much better. But 
there were exceptions, as on Broad- 
way. eee 
Even so, nearly all grosses were 











LEGIT SHAKING OFF BIZ BLUES 


Film Co. Presidents Mull Move to Cut 
ON TICKETS UP Own and Other Top Execs’ Salaries 





CARE Packages in Lieu 


Many showbusiness firms are 
mixing philanthropy with their Yule 
giving this year. They’re taking a 
;cue from the headlines and investing 
ithe coin that would ordinarily have 





gone for presents into CARE pack- 


ages for the hungry of Europe. 

Music Corp. of America, for ex- 
ample, has notified many of its 
|clients that they have purchased a 
|$25 food-order in their name for 
| distribution by CARE. 


Legion of Decency 








- Moving Into Tele? 


Catholic Legion of Decency, which 
has concentrated its interests so far 
on the film industry, may find itself 
wrapped up in television in the near 
future. In tele too, however, the 
Legion will be dealing with films. 

Organization has already been 
brought into the video. scene in- 
directly. Sir Alexander Korda’s 
London Film Productions has of- 





under previous figures to some de- 
gree. That was explained by the | 
(Continued on page 54) 


PETRILLO MAY GET MAD 
AND ORGANIZE THE FBI 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

FBI agents will sit in with Spike 
Jones’ orchestra when the latter 
plays President Truman’s press ball 
in Washington March 6. They'll be 
there: to load the play-guns of the 
‘Jones boys to make certain no one 
pulls a fast one and substitutes real 
lead for a blank cartridge with 
which the Prez might be plugged. 

Jones’ date with Mr. Truman is 
due to the latter’s desire to see Jones 
in action, but until now the FBI 
has always nixed the ‘proposition be- 
cause of the hazards involved in 
Jones’ rootin’-tootin’-shootin’ style | 
of entertainment. There are _ too 
many opportunities for a crack at | 
the nation’s top man. 

Jones doesn't mind the FBI guys 
getting into his act. He’s worrying 
only over whether they can load his 
guns fast enough and if they expect | 
to get paid scale. 














Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Ballerina” 

Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Ballerina” 

“Most Requested” Disk 
“Ballerina” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“Ballerina” 
British Sheet Seller 








“Apple Blossom Weddins” 


i 
“condemned” 


‘fered a group of 24 Korda oldies 


to tele stations or advertisers. Three 
or--foue- ofthese: carry the Legion’s 
rating, which has 


|made several potential sponsors re- 


luctant to touch the deal. Among 
those bearing the “C” rating are 
“Private Lives’ and “Divorce of | 
Lady X.” id 

Morris Helprin, Korda’s U. S. rep- 
resentative, is attempting to sell the 
entire 24 pix as a package deal. He 
declined to disclose the price but 

(Continued on page 16) 


Burke-Van Heusen 
Use Wire Recorder 
To Ease Their Collab 


Songwriting is one profession no 
one would expect could be improved 
or simplified by mechanical progress. 
For years collaborators have found 
only one method of turning out new 





Of Show Biz Xmas Loot 


panies plan to take the initiative ia 


| Presidents of the major film com- 
| slashing 


top executive salaries. If 
instituted, the cuts’ would affect top- 
bracket year. 
| Likewise to be sliced—and, in some 


earners early next 


cases, eliminated—are the incentive 
bonuses which a number of com- 
|panies hand their toppers. 

Prexies are reported to have dis- 
cussed the salary and bonus cuts at 
a recen? meeting at the Motion Pic- 
|ture Assn. in New York. It’s under- 
stood that proposals were made for 
reductions of as much as 50% for 
all those earning over $1,000 a week, 
with a descending percentage scale 
for execs making less than that. 
More likely it will be on a 10-15% 
basis. The cuts, while substantial, 
in these high income brackets could 
be largely absorbed by tax savings. 





Fact that most of the top execs 
j}have contracts presents a legal dif- 
ficulty, technically, but it is antici- 
|pated that there would be no great 
difficulty encountered in rewriting 
contracts once an agreement on the 
salary slice has been agreed to. 


Since the present economy wave 
which has engulfed the industry has 
been felt up and down the line by 
employees, the company prexies feel 
that it would be no less than fair 
to stockholders and other workers 
for execs to make some sacrifice. It’s 
also thought to be a good public re- 
lations move, since the industry’s 
super-salaries have _ frequently 
brought on criticism. 








‘If Tele Clicks in Bars, 


16m Pix Eye That Market 
Too; New Exhib Headache 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Exhibs here who have been com- 
plaining about competition from 16m 
films in churches, lodges and schools 
are now encountering a new mi- 
graine in the way of narrow-gauge 
|encroachments. The latest gimmick 
is the renting of shorts to bars and 
saloons here. With the briefies go 
projector equipment and a. screen 





tunes—by sweating ‘em 


the task easier by adding a wire re- 
corded to the equipment. 

Van Heusen, who always writes 
the melody first for anything he 


works on with Burke, to which the 


latter then fits a lyric, now puts his 
musical thoughts on wire and ships 
the spool to Burke, and never the 
twain need meet. In this way, Van 
Heusen demonstrates a new tune in 
many different tempos, various keys, 
etc. as a means of possibly suggest- 
ing lyrical treatment to Burke. And 
the latter can play and replay the 
spool as often as required in order 
to conceive an idea and without 
forcing Van Heusen to personally 
reprise the melody. 


together. | 
| Yef. composer Jimmy Van Heusen | 
'and author Johnny Burke have made 


suitable for cramped space. 


Outfit now catering to elbow- 
| bending cinematics is Films Center, 
Inc. It’s planning to branch out into 
|other cities with the idea ¢hat if 
| television can bring in customers so 
|can straight i6m pix. 

Local exhibs have asked Theatre 
| Owners of America to look into the 
|setup. What exhibs want to know is 
| whether any of the majors are sell- 
jing films since the narrow-gauge is 
|considered that much unnecessary 
competition. 

It’s pointed out that in 1947 alone 
some 55.000 projectors were poured 
out of equipment factories. Total 
number in the U. S. before the war 
was only 40,000. Moreover, statistics 
indicate that the grand-slam total of 
185,000 will be made next year. 
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Friganza, at 71 Brags of Her 
Choice Perch for the Rose Bow! Game 


By FRANK FISKE . 





Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Best and most comfortable seat for 
the Pasadena Rose Bow! game is held 
by one of the gals in the Flintridge 


Sacred Heart Academy for Girls. Be 


She can probably qualify as the 
brightest, merriest lass in the school. 
You may know her—and you've 
certainly heard of her. 

The name is Trixie Friganza. She 
has been quartered at Sacred Heart 
for seven years now. The school 
buildings ‘(once a luxury resort 
hotel) perch on the lofty Flintridge 
summit overlooking Pasadena and 
the surrounding country. Trixie, if 
she is so disposed, can sit at her 
window and, with a pair of binocu- 
Jars to lick the distance, look almost 
straight down at the Rose Bowl 
spectacle. 

Take it from Trixie herself, at the | 
end of more than 50 years in show | 
business she’s sitting on top of the | 
world. Just at present she is vir- | 
tually bedridden by arthritis and | 
admits to being slightly less ener- | 
getic than when she was packing | 
houses as a vaudeville headliner. 








| 
| 


But the pain of the arthritis doesn’t | don Playhouse” series, now in its 
the | second season here under the spon- 


dim: her smile or smother 
glamor that made her a top figure | 


in. show biz. And she still has en- | South Africa, Australia, New Zea- 


ergy enough to make her points and | 
put a slyly ribald story across in a 
bedside interview. Trixie, inciden- | 
tally, is one of those rare femmes | 


who can handle broad ribaldry in |.nq John Monaghan, latter co-author 


a ladylike manner. 

How come the one time sensation | 
of vaudeville and musical comedy | 
is living in a fashionable girls’ | 
school on the remote outskirts of 
Hollywood? Well, according to 
Trixie, it took nothing less than the 
diplomacy of an archbishop to put 
the deal across. She decided that 
was where she wanted to make her 
home and finally enlisted the aid of 
the late Archbishop Cantwell. 

“I told the archbishop I wanted 
to live at Sacred Heart,” she ex- 
plained. “He said, ‘Why 4hat’s a 
girl's school!’ I -insisted I still 
wanted to live there and he finally 
said he'd see the Mother Superior 
about it.” 

(Trixie acted out the account as 
she went along, being handicapped 
very little, indeed, by the arthritis 
in putting across the roles of the 
archbishop, the Mother Superior 
and Trixie Friganza.) 

: The Archbishop’s Pitch 

‘She said the archbishop enlarged 
on her virtues as a paying guest at 
the convent, convinced the Mother 
Superior that she would be an as- 
set to a girls’ school, particularly 

(Continued on page 55) 


RUSS BAR SWISS NITERY 
TROUPE FROM VIENNA 


Zurich, Dec. 16. 

Cornichon, popular Swiss political 
cabaret unit, has been prevented 
from making a guest trip to Vienna 
due to decision of Russian censors 
not to permit performances of the 
cabaret in Vienna’s international 
zone. 

Reason may be linked with fact 
that main sketch on the program is 
“Between Whiskey and Vodka,” sa- 
tirical bit on current political situa- 
tion between Russia and the U. S. 
Sketch is well known and was ap- 
plauded during the war for its cour- 
age in criticizing Nazis, Fascists and 
collaborators. Principal performers 
are Walter Lesch, Max Werner Lenz, 
Elsie Attenhofer and Zarli Carigiet. 
Show is now touring Switzerland 
with great success, . nd 


Godfrey, Morris Team 


To Tour Magic Act 


Hollwood, Dec. 23. 

Peter Godfrey and Chester Mor- 
ris will hit the road next spring at 
the head of a magic show with a 
east of 15. 

Troupe will be organized as soon 
as Morris winds up his film chore 
in “Trapped by Boston Blackie” et 
Columbia. 








: 








Kaye’s London Dates. 
Danny Kaye, who starts an en- 
agement at the Palladium, London, 
eb. 2, is slated to fly to England, 
Jan. 25. He'll appear at the Pal- 
ladium for four weeks, and will play 
dates in Manchester and Birming- 
ham as well. Kaye last appeared in 
London about 11 years ago when he 
gtooged for Nick Long in a Dorches- 
ter House floorshow. 

Kaye's salary is reported at $15,000 
weekly. 


| sponsor is Lux.) 


‘PALESTINE FILMGOING 


.| peoples. 


Rooney’s British Concert 
London, Dee. 23. 

Mickey Rooney is to appear at a 
special Sunday concert which Gau- 
mont-British Picture Corp. is getting 
up at its Kilburn State theatre, Jan. 
11. 

Full supporting program of artists 
will take part in a two-hour show. 





Mason, Kellino Doing 
Canadian Diskings To 
Absorb British Funds 


Toronto, Dec. 23. 
To use British funds that have ac- 
cumulated in Canada rather than 
pay for services south of the border 


in American dollars, James Mason 
and his wife, Pamela Kellino, are 
currently in Toronto cutting five 30- 
minute transcriptions for the “Lon- 


sorship of White Rose gasoline. (In 


land and the Britsh West Indies, the 


Over from England as producer- 
directors are Harry Atlan Towers 


of “The Upturned Glass.” John 
Adaskin, Canadian radio producer, 
is assistant director... With a sup- 
porting cast of Canadian radio 
players, Mason and his wife are 
starring in the aforementioned Kel- 
lino-Monaghan “Upturned Glass”; 
Robert Sherwood’s “The Road to 
Rome”; Patrick Hamilton’s “Money 
with Menaces”; Clifford Bax’s “The 
Rose Without a Thorn” and Elsie 
Shauffler’s “Parnell.” 


“London Playhouse” series uses 30- 
minute condensations of plays and 
films, latter almost J. Arthur Rank 
productions exclusively. Series has 
a very high rating in Canada and, 
reputedly, in other units of the 
empire. 





BRISK DESPITE UNREST 


Except for some incidental bomb- 
ings of theatres in Palestine, Arab- 
Jewish clashes over the United Na- 
tions partition plan haven’t seriously 
affected film business in that area. 
According to Albert V. Steinhardt, 
United Artists general manager in 
the Near East, recently arrived in 
this country, the political turmoil 
hasn't interfered with the filmgoing 
habits of both the Arab and Jewish 


U. 8. films, in particular, haven't 
suffered from any political retalia- 
tion by the Arabs against America’s 
participation in the U. N. plan. 
However, resentment against the 
British has been raised to such a 
fever pitch, Steinhardt reported, 
that British films have been hit 
hard. For the past year, no British 
filrfis have been shown in Egypt due 
to a taeit boyeott by exhibs. 


Chi Cartoonist Wins 
Cantor ‘Yanks’ Contest 


Chicago, Dec. 23. . 


Jacob Burek, editorial cartoonist 
of the Chieago Times, is first prize 
winner of in Eddie Cantor's 
“Gift for Yanks” contest. Burck car- 
toon shows a hand extending gift 
package over grave markers of 
fallen GIs, 

Object of contest was to call at- 


tention to hospitalized vets at Xmas 
time. 











‘LARBERMACHER’ ON WAX 


George Jessel’s “Prof. WLarber- 
macher,” after 20 years, goes on wax 








288th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 

E| Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
Watch for KEN MURRAY'S new 
feature length film production 
“BILL AND COO” 
Released through Republic Pictures 





SS 


MGs Prize Novel 
Contest Is Likely 
Only Once a Year 


Future of Metro’s $150,000 prize 
novel contests will be determined in 
a huddle of eastern and western 
story and production execs at the 
studio next month. There have been 
reports that the contest might be 
dropped, but that is believed un- 
likely. It may be switched back, 
however, to a once-a-year basis, in- 
stead of the present twice-a-year. 
Decision will be made in a two- 
week confab on the Coast by east- 
ern editorial chief Carol Brandt and 
story ed Olin Clark with studio of- 
ficials. They leave New York 
Jan. 11. 

If the contest is continued, Clark 
will be in charge of it. He is add- 
ing to his own duties those of John 
McCaffery, who is leaving at the end 
of the year. McCaffery handled the 
contest for the past year, as well as 
subsidies to authors and other spe- 
cialized work. 

Prize awarded last week in the 
first of the semi-annual contests 
went to Esther Forbes for “The 
Running of the Tide.” Although the 
story eds of other companies band- 
ed informally together to fight the 
Metro contest and thus succeeded in 
seeing a great many of the entries 
before they were submitted, Miss 
Forbes’ book was not among them. 
It was sent to M-G in manuscript 
form by her publisher,, Houghton- 
Mifflin, which gets $25,000 from the 
film company. 

Miss Forbes gets a minimum prize 
of $150,000, plus , other contingent 
payments if the novel is selected for 
book club distribution, if it gets a 
Pulitzer prize, etc. This could run 
it up to $275,000. 

Yarn, covering the period of about 
1800 to 1825, is of the rise and fall 
of Salem, Mass., as a great port. It 
is told in terms of one family, dom- 
inated by a matriarch: 








Windust Back to B’way 
For ‘Life With Mother’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Bretaigne Windust, now directing 
Bette Davis in “Winter Meeting” at 
Warners, returns to Broadway on 
completion ef the picture to direct 
“Life With Mother,” the Howard 
Lindsay and Russel Crouse drama- 
tization which Oscar Serlin will pro- 
duce. 

Sequel to “Life With Father” is 
slated for a road tryout next spring, 


but isn’t due on Broadway until the 
following fall. 





E. C. Mills 


(Former General Manager 
of ASCAP ) 


enalyzes 





with a two-side disk for Banner 
records. Jessel, current at the Car- 
nival, N. ¥., where he winds up Jan. | 
3, will go immediately to Sun Valley, | 
Idaho, to confer with Darryl F.| 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox production chief, | 
vacationing there. | 


Zanuck is desirous of having Jes- | 





sel resume his 20th-Fox producing | of 
chores immediately with “Bur-| 

lesque,” but. Jessel is committed to a. VARIETY 
two-week nitery engagement at the! 

Copacabana, Miami Beach, starting | Out Soon 
iJan. 15, 





'| The Exhibs-ASCAP 
Situation 
in the 
42d Anniversary Number 
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Saga of Mark Hellinger Is Saga Of 


B way; Twin Services in N.Y., H’'wood 





Swiss OK Nicholas Bros. 


Zurich, Dee. 6. 

The Nicholas Bros., in their first 
Swiss appearance, were a wow in 
two performances in Zurich last 
week. Local press lauded them as 
an outstanding example of VU. S&S. 
vaudeville missed here during the 
war. 

Jerry Thomas’ Swiss dance or- 
chestra and variety acts lent support. 


Airport Newsreelers 
With Twin Screen’s Info 
On Plane Skeds, Etc. 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 
First of a series of ultra-modern 
intimate type of theatres at airport 
terminals across the country is near- 
ing completion at the Willow Run 
air terminal, Detroit, with opening 


planned for early January. Project 
is being handled under the auspices 
of the Airlines Terminal Theatres, 
Inc., an outfit recently chartered in 
Michigan. 

Units will be operated along the 
same line as newsreel houses and 
will feature news clips and shorts 
in shows running a fixed time, like- 
ly to be an hour. New gimmick to 
be introduced is the Visu-matic, a 
small screen alongside the regular 
screen which will keep audiences in- 
formed of arrivals, departures and 
personal messages as relayed from 
the terminal dispatcher. Idea was 
developed by Charles E. Skinner, 
one of: the company directors, 


Lena Horne Back From 
Europe; Into M-G Biopic 


Lena Horne, who returned to New 
York Monday (22) aboard the 
America from her first overseas 
junket, heads for the Coast early in 
February to appear in the forth- 
coming Rodgers & Hart biopic which 
Arthur Freed is producing for 
Metro. Prior to leaving for Holly- 
wood, the singer has a two-week 
stand coming up at the Latin 
Quarter, Boston, in the middle of 
January. 

While abroad Miss Horne appeared 
at the London Casino, the Chaud 
Fontane in Brussels and the Club 
Champs Elysees, Paris. She said that 
she had been offered.a return date 
at the Casino for a 168-day run, but 
had passed it up stating that it was 
unlikely that she would make an- 
other continental trip until 1949. 


State Dept. Dumfounded; 
Robeson Foreign Draw 


The State Department, says Paul 
Robeson, is dumfounded. 
Of various artists sought by Eng- 


land and its dependencies, and by 
the Scandinavian countries, the 
Negro baritone is a top attraction. 
With Robeson’s present preoccupa- 











| tion in liberal causes, the State De- 


partment can’t understand it. But it 
will grant him a visa, if he cares to 
go. But despite offers from South 
America, South Africa, Australia, 
Scandinavia and England, he plans 
to stay in the U: S. 

The singer-actor is taking the whole 
season off from concert or legit. He 
has no theatre plans as yet for next 
season, but Columbia Concerts is al- 
ready lining up concert dates for 
next fall, Robeson having given them 
an okay for three months. This fall 
he’s been making free appearances 


}}at churches, political. and social 


gatherings. 





Flynn’s Fancy WB Pact 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Errol Flynn has inked a top pact 
with Warners Bros. calling for $225,- 
000 a picture annually for 15 years 
with no options. 
Lew Wasserman and Art Parks of 
Music Corp. of America, also guar- 
antees additional coin if shooting 
schedule runs over 14 weeks, thus 
giving the actor 38 weeks per year 
for outside pictures. 

Other clauses guarantee all films 
in Technicoior and that studio will 
pay insurance against accidents that 














might prevent Flynn from fulfilling 
his contract, 


vv 


Deal, swung by| 





Twin services for Mark Hellinger 
in Hollywood and New York, are 
being held today (Wednesday), 
died of a heart attack early Sun. 
day (21) in the film capital. In 
Hollywood, services for the cole 
umnist-author-film producer will be 
held at the Pierce Bros. mortuary; 
in N. Y. they will be held at Camp- 
bell’s; with Quentin Reynolds as 
speaker. 

Mrs. Hellinger, the former Gladys 
Glad, hasn’t yet decided 
burial will be in New York or 
Hollywood. Pending her decision 
the body will remain in a Holly- 
wood vault. 

The saga of Mark Hellinger is 
one of Broadway and everything it 
ever represented. He was Broad- 
way in almost every sense, from the 
type of “keyhole” journalism that 
he helped start in the early '20s ag 
a reporter for the tabloid N. Y. 
News, to his dark shirts and white 


(Continued on page 18) 


Flock of Showfolk In 
On the Queen Mary 


Varied fields of show biz are 
represented by almost a dozen the- 
atrical names who are scheduled to 
arrive in New York today (Wed.) 
aboard the Queen Mary. Among 
those listed as passengers are Stan- 
ton Griffis, American Ambassador to 
Poland. Chairman of the executive 
committee of Paramount's board of 
directors, he’s on leave of absence 
from his film chores. Beatrice Lillie 
is due in to start rehearsals on 
Arthur Schwartz’s new musical, “In- 
side U.S.A.” 

Others arriving are actress-monol- 
ogist Ruth Draper, returning from 
theatre appearances in London; 
comedian Gil Lamb, back from 
vaude stints in Britain, and Natalie 
Kalmus, consultant for Technicolor, 
Inc. Incoming slate is rounded out 
by film director Wesley Ruggles, 
Gerald Mayer, international chief of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica; Maggie Teyte, British concert 
soprano; Lazaz Wechsler, Swiss film 
producer, and some 60 members of 
London's D’Oyly Carte Opera Com- 
pany. 


whether 








L. A. to N. , A 
Ed Begley 
Pat Dane 
Robert Dozier 
William Dozier 
A. S. Dunning 
Harriet Frank 
Paulette Goddard . 
Bonita Granville 
Opal Hadley 
David Hempstead 
Harry Horner 
Richard G. Hubler 
Leo Jaffe 
Phil Krasne 
Carl Kreuger 
Jujes Levey 
Al Lichtman 
Jack Murray 
Edmund O’Brien 
Beatrice Pearson 
Tony Van Renterghem 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 
Mike Romanoff 
Mickey Rooney 
Abe Schneider 
Nate Spingold 
Jan Sterling 
Carol Stone 
Joseph Vitale 
W. L. Wilder 
Jack Wrather 
Blanche Zohar 


N.Y. to L. A. 
Ted O’Shea 
Lewis Blumberg 
Robert Benjamin 
Matty Fox 
Paul Radin 
J. H. Seidelman 


Europe to N. Y. 
Janis Carter 
Ruth Draper 
D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 
Stanton Griffis 
Lena Horne 
Natalie Kalmus 
Gii Lamb 
Beatrice Lillie 
Nikita Magaloff 
Bruce Marshall 
Gerald Mayer 
Ward Morehouse 
Peter Murray 
John Newall 
Jarmila Novotna 
Marjorie Rhodes 
Lord Rothermere 
Wesley Ruggles 
Maggie Teyte 
Trevor Ward 
Lazar Wechsler 
Fred Zinnemann 
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Pub-Ad Committee Thinks MPA’s 


Public Relations Plan Too Limited 


Members of the Eastern Advertis- + 


ing and Publicity Directors Commit- 
tee of the Motion Picture Assn. were 
somewhat disappointed last week at 
the turn their. recommendations for 
a hypoed industry public relations 
policy had taken. Most members of 
the group—which comprises the 
pub-ad chiefs of the eight majors— 
had anticipated and were desirous of 
a much broader program than was 
announced by the MPA directorate 
last week. ° 

Their thought in working out the 
plan which was presented to the 
board entailed the hiring of a top- 
flight public relations man whose 
duties would be of broad scope. In- 
stead, the MPA board after its meet- 
ing last week announced: “The Asso- 
ciation expects to make a slight in- 
crease in its information staff to 
carry out the program, but no large- 
scale projects or expenditures are 
contemplated.” 

As one member of the pub-ad 
committee explained it, “Our idea 
was to hire just the smartest guy in 
the world we could get. He’d have 
no day-to-day publicity duties. His 
job would be just to sit down and 
think up—based on his broad ex- 
perience—counter-punches to the 
blows against the industry. Even 
more important, he’d think ahead to 
head off crises before they arrive. 

(Continued on page 53) 


Producers-Guilds’ Ist 
Move Towards Co-op 
On Public Relations 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Cooperation between Hollywood 
producers and talent guilds (actors, 
directors and writers) on a motion 
picture public relations campaign 
began to shape up as a subcommit- 
tee repping the various groups met 
yesterday (Monday) to outline a 
definite plan of procedure. A perma- 
nent committee is already in force to 
direct a unified presentation of the 

industry's problems to the country. 
Subcommittee is composed of 
Henry Ginsberg, Y. Frank Freeman, 
Dore Schary, George Stevens, Wil- 
liam Wyler, Ronald Reagan, Gene 
Kelly, Sheridan Gibney and George 
Seaton with Mendel Silberberg and 








Labor Sits in Also 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

With both sides agreeing that 
the “picture business is not as 
bad as it’s painted,” reps of the 
Hollywood film trade union 

_ council and major studios met 
for a few hours Monday night 
(22) to discuss industry prob- 
lems in general. 

Roy Brewer, Coast rep for the 
International Alliance of Thea- 
trical Stage Employees, and 
Charles Boren, labor contact for 
the Motion Picture Producers 
—_ co-chairmanned the meet- 

g. 

Se LS 


Maurice Benjamin acting in an ad- 
visory capacity. Edward Cheyritz is 
secretary. 

Screen. Directors Guild presented 
& resolution to the producers at the 
meeting which condemned Com- 
munism. Cheyfitz, assistant to Eric 
Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. 
Prez, planed back to Washington last 


night and will return with Johnsten 
Jan. 5. 


Johnston’s D.C. to L.A. 


Via Spokane for Xmas 


: Washington, Dec. 23. 
Motion Picture Assn. prexy Eric 
Johnston left his headquarters here 
Sunday (21) for Spokane to spend 
} rith his family. 

Sona is due in Hollywood about 
an. 8 to confab with producers on 
Progress of the industry's public re- 
tions policy concerning alleged 
mmunists who were separated 
om their jobs recently. He'll also 
Pad the plans for the series of 
waa public relations shorts 
Gr ““ are being coordinated by 
ant Leenhouts, They are now be- 
Scripted, 














Spyros Skouras 
Sees the Picture Business Faced 


with the 


Major Issue of Gearing 
Quality Product to a 
Diminishing Market 


* * * 
a feature 
in the forfhcoming 
42nd Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











See Closer Co-op 


On Anglo-U.S. Film 
kays by Church 


Talks are now under way between 
Father Patrick J. Masterson, head 
of the Catholic Legion of Decency, 
and the Rt. Rev. Lord Abbot Upson, 
chairman of the Catholic Film So- 
ciety of England, which are expected 
to lead to a system of liaison be- 
tween the two groups. Abbot Upson 
arrived from Britain several weeks 
back for a six-month stay in the 
U. S. Huddles are intended to har- 
monize action on films, both British 
and Yank, in the two countries. 

It’s been reliably reported that 
the talks, launched on the initiative 
of Father Masterson, are to avoid 
the sort of paradox exemplified in 
J. Arthur Rank’s “Black Narcissus,” 
In that instance (and it’s only one 
of several), “Narcissus” got 100% 

(Continued on page 16) 


BERLIN’S BLACK MARKET 
ON PIX THEATRE TIX 


Berlin, Dec. 23. 

The black market habit is getting 
so strong it’s spreading to the buy- 
ing of film tabs for U. S. pictures 
showing at Berlin theatres. It’s a 
regular practice currently for spec- 
ulators to line up at boxoffices in 
the morning to buy about a dozen 
tickets apiece for resale later. They 
find their best market during the 
evening hours when they sell the 
tickets at fancy prices to the mobs 
of customers trying to fight their 
way into the theatre. 


Scale on the black market for films 
is indicated by the asking price of 
50 marks for Universal’s “Destry 
Rides Again,” which recently played 
in Berlin. Regular admission charge 
was only six marks. 


20% Admission Tax 
Untouched by Bill 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

New Republican tax-reduction 
measure introduced in the House 
last Thursday (18) by Rep. Harold 
Knutson (R., Minn.), chairman of 
the Ways and Means Committee, 
does not touch the 20% admissions 
bite. If the measure should go 
through Congress it means that the 
excise rate would remain unchanged 
until at least 1949. 

Bill, however, holds out a promise 
of personal tax slashes for the big 
earners of the industry, nobody 
would be reduced less than 10%. 


Nelson East 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Donald Nelson leaves for Wash- 
ington early next month to sit in on 
oral arguments in the Government's 
anti-trust suit, starting Jan. 12. 

It will be one of Nelson’s last im- 
portant chores as president of the 
Society of Independent Motion Pie- 
ture producers. His resignation be- 
comes effective Jan. 31. 











AIG FIVE READIES 
APPEAL BRIEFS 


efforts to reach a compromise with 
the Government on the anti-trust 
suit and intend going to bat on the 
appeal, industry attorneys said this 
|week. “All avenues which 
|have led to a settlement have been 
thoroughly explored with. the Dept. 
|of Justice in the past few months 
|}and none have led to any satisfac- 
| tory conclusions,” one legalite put it. 

Hence, stalling of the arguments 
before the U. S. Supreme Court un- 





by hopes of compromisé or current 
talks, it’s said. Persistent trade ru- 
mors have circulated that the delay 
was caused primarily by reopening 
of negotiations. 

That impression was furthered be- 
cause the request for a delay was 
relayed from Washington by James 
F. Byrnes, former Secretary of State, 
who’s representing 20th-Fox on the 
appeal. Byrnes initiated previous at- 
tempts to find a halfway point in the 
litigation. 

Case was originally slated for 
hearing the week of Jan. 12. Gov- 
ernment asked the postponement 
until February. because Robert 
Wright, special assistant attorney- 
general, is ill, as are several other 
aides to the Solicitor General who 
pass on all Supreme Court briefs. 





Court Grants Delay 
Washington, Dec. 23. 

Postponements: of the appeal until 
Feb. 9 was ordered yesterday (22) by 
the Supreme Court at the request of 
the Justice Department. Solicitor 
General Philip B. Perlman made the 
application on the ground that the 
department could not get “com- 
pletely prepared” in time for argu- 
ment in January. 

At the same time the high court 
announced it would permit the Con- 
ference of Independent Exhibitors 
Assn. and the Society of Independ- 
ent Motion Picture Producers to file 
amicus curiae briefs in connection 
with the appeal. The majors had 
opposed the filing of such briefs. 
The indie exhibitor group includes 
several west coast trade associations. 





SERVE MARSHALL PLAN 
Washington, Dec. 23. 


Number of film and radio figures 
are serving on the Committee for 
the Marshall Plan. 

Among them are J. Cheever Cow- 
din, Eric Johnston, David Sarnoff, 
Raymond Gram Swing, Niles Tram- 
mell, Walter Wanger and Darryl 
Zanuck. 


til early in February was not caused | 


The Big Five have abandoned all | 


might | 








NOHOPEFOR DECREE COMPROMISE 





Major Newsreels Fast Hopping 
On the Television Gravy Train 





Dore Schary 

ts Convinced That 
“Even With Loss of 
Foreign Market the 
Domestic B.O. Is an 
Enormous Potential”’ 


oe 
an editorial feature in the 


42nd Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 


* * 











$11,000,000 Bank 


Loan to Expand 
Eagle Lion Prod. 


After months’ of negotiations, 
Eagle Lion has closed for financing 
in 1948 which brings it an $11,000,- 
000 credit through the First National 
Bank of Boston. Deal, in effect, re- 











finances a $4,000,000 loan with the 
Bank of America and adds $7,000,000 
more. Coin is to be used for partial 
bankrolling of EL’s production pro- 
gram in ‘48, 

Sumpis specifically earmarked for 
an increased number of more ex- 
pensive pix, according to Arthur 

(Continued on page 20) 


ENT-UA SAID AGREED ON 
FEB. RELEASE OF ‘ARCH’ 


Hollywood, Dec, 23. 

United Artists and Enterprise have 
agreed on February release of “Arch 
of Triumph.” It’s understood Enter- 
prise didn’t want to hold up release 
beyond February ‘because “Joan,” 
Sierra Pictures’ Technicolor film, 
also starring Ingrid Bergman, is due 
for September. 

(UA said in New York .yesterday 
(Tues.) that it knew nothing of such 
an agreement with Ent for delivery 
of “Arch.”) 

Enterprise 1s reported to have 
claimed UA has been getting ad- 

(Continued on page 20) 








Business in main key cities is sag- 
ging to a 1947 low ebb this week 
and total take likely will be lower 
than it has been for several years 
for a pre-Christmas week. Most 
theatres are merely coasting, with 
réissues and holdovers predominate 
in nearly all big cities. Exhibitors 
are waiting for the arrival of Xmas 
day to bring in new, stronger pic- 
tures, and hoping that biz will snap 
back once gift-buying is out of the 
way. 

Actual total business and number 
of playdates are so badly scattered 
this session that the week’s leaders 
are difficult to pick out. Best show- 
ing is being made by “Uncon- 
quered” (Par) both on total coin 
and strength in cities where play- 
ing. Second spot goes to “Green 
Doiphin Street” (M-G), which has 
been consistent leader most of this 
month, 

Others in Big Six are “Road to 
Rio” (Par), “Had to Be You” (Col), 
“Out of Past’ (RKO) and “Golden 
Earrings” (Par). Runners-up are 
headed by “Body and Soul” (UA), 
“Pirates of Monterey” (U), “Wyo- 
ming” (Rep). “Husband’s Affairs” 
(Col) and “Fabulous Texan” (Rep). 

Despite seasonal conditions, “Road” 
ig sock in K. C., nice in St. Louis 
and giant in Cincinnati. Amount of 
coin taken in by this new Bing 











National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Way Off in Keys—‘Unconquered,’ ‘Dolphin,’ 
‘Road,’ ‘Had to Be,’ ‘Past? Make Best Showings 


Crosby-Bob Hope opus is consid- 
ered surprisingly big in view of 
what other pictures are doing in 
these cities. Another comparatively 
new entry, “Good News” (M-G) is 
doing fairly well in Cincy, and still 
is fine in third week at N. Y. Music 
Hall. 


Another new film, “The Swords- 
man” (Col) is enjoying a good week 
in San _ Francisco. Also new, 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) shapes solid 
in second session at N. Y. Astor. 
“Intrigue” (UA) is standout in 
Philadelphia, with a hefty week de- 
spite sagging grosses there. It’s also 
new. 

Though a natural for this time of 
year, “Christmas Eve” (UA) is light 
to dull currently in four spots. “Pi- 
rates of Monterey” (U) also is dis- 
appointing this week. “Driftwood” 
(Rep) looks okay in Buffalo. “Daisy 
Kenyon” (20th), which opens at N. Y. 
Roxy this week. is rated okay in 
Frisco. 

“Escape Me Never” (WB) is drag- 
ging bottom in four cities this week. 
“I Love Trouble” (Col), okay in 
Cincy, is doing dismally in Los An- 
geles. “Thunder in Valley” (20th), 
fairly nice in Providence, is in for 
a sad session in Buffalo. 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 9-11.) 


+ The stampede of major film com- 
panies to ride the television gravy 


train is growing, according to re- 
liable trade reports. Flock of deals 
are expected to be closed within a 
few weeks with the latest of the 
tele-pix nuptials reported that of 
Universal with United Press. While 
confirmation is still to be forthcom- 


ing, it’s been learned that U has tied 
to UP on a proposition whereby the 
film company would supply news- 
reels for UP distribution to tele 
stations. 

Whether the reels have already 
found a national sponsor or that’s 
to be handled on a local basis with 
the station luring commercials is 
still unknown. What’s amazing film 
biggies, however, is the fat licensing 
fees which sponsors are offering in 
return for a regular supply of reels. 

Meanwhile, there are pe®sistent 
reports that Paramount will go into 
a big deal along somewhat similar 


lines within a short time. Rum- 
blings are that the company has 
been made a tempting offer to sup- 
ply reels by a natiOner sponsor. 
Talks are said to be under way 
now. 

Metro, also, is in the picture. Re- 


portedly, it’s discussing terms with 
the new International News Serv- 
ice tele department for either a 
merger of News of the Day, reel 
company which M-G partners with 
the Hearst publishing concern, or 
the rental of newsreel issues. Hearst 
owns INS and has a 51% interest 
2 the newsreel outfit, with M-G 
olding the remaining 49%. 


LICHTMAN SCOUTING 
FOR HIS 1ST M-G PROD. 


Al Lichtman, former Metro exec 
producer, arrived in New York last 


week to scout stories and plays for 
his first assignment as a working 
producer on the M-G lot. Lichtman 
was one of the studio’s top echelon 
who's slated to go into actual pro- 
duction work under Metro's realign- 
ment of its production staff. 


He declared he has no plans yet 
for his first picture and so is on the 
lookout for story properties while in 
the east on a vacation trip. He’s 
slated to return to the Coast next 
Wednesday (30). 
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Kranze’s Shift to FC Augurs U's 


Absorption of 


Rank Sales Org 





With Bernard G. Kranze shifting 
to Film Classics as v.p. in charge of 

worldwide sales from his present 
spot as ass’t general sales manager 
of the J. Arthur Rank unit of Uni- 
versal, FC expects to go into high in 
expansion of the company ’s foreign 
gales setup. At the same time, his 
moveover with U’s okay presages 
absorption of the Rank unit into U’s 
sales org. Kranze will not 


regular 
be replaced at U, a company official 
said. 

Heretofore, FC sold whatever 


overseas rights it had on a fran- 
chise basis. Problem never was 
pressing because few reissues ac- 
quired by it earried the foreign 
rights. However, since FC has 
launched into a production program 
on its own, company now intends 
to build its own distribution ma- 
chine abroad. Kranze will push that 
program. 

Absorption of the Rank unit into 
U’s regular sales setup has been in 
the works for some time. Company’s 
strategy board feel there’s a dupli- 
eation of work since Rank’s British 
pix are now being handled as regu- 
lar Universal releases. That's been 
spelling added expenses, it’s said, 
and some inefficiency. 

William Heineman, sales chief un- 
der whom Kranze worked, will 
probably move over to U into a top 
exec sales spot. His contract with 


‘the company has three years more 


to run from next February. Talks 
which would have brought him over 
to Eagle Lion as worldwide sales 
topper fell through last week. 
Kranze’s changeover came after 
he requested and obtained a release 
(Continued on page 54) 





Gerzon Tell Bijenkorf? 


Motion Picture Export Assn. 
has devised a novel gag to plug 
20th-Fox’s “Miracle on 34th 
Street” in Holland. Taking its 
cue from Macy’s and Gimbel’s 
in New York, MPEA has ef- 
fected tieins with Gerzon and 
Bijenkorf, department store 
rivals in three Dutch key cities. 

Stores have window displays, 
one of which worded: “If 
Gerzon’s doesn’t have it, you can 
get it at Bijenkorf's.” 


is 











EL Sales Topper 
As Is But Some 
Top Aides Resign 


Two-day board meet of Pathe In- 
dustries, Inc., parent company of 
Eagle Lion, wound up in Cleveland 
this week with a decision to abandon 
the hunt for a worldwide distribu- 
tion chief to assume overall com- 
mand of EL’s sales setup. That de- 
cision was made after a sudden col- 
lapse of negotiations with William J. 


| Heineman, sales chief for J. Arthur 


Rank’s product in the U, S. Instead, 
EL’s top-drawer strategy board put 
through a number of fast and un- 
heralded changes in the sales staff. 
A. W. Schwalberg continues as top 
man Over distribution. 

Board action followed huddles of 
Robert Benjamin, head of Rank’s 





Big Rank-U-EL 


Powwow West 


Robert Benjamin, head of 


Arthur Rank’s U. S. organization, | 


planed to the Coast Monday (22) for 
Poco, -distribution talks with | 
niversal and Eagle Lion brass. His | 


new trip comes within a week of his | 


return from huddles with Rank and 
Rank’s chief aide, John Davis, in 
London. 

Benjamin will remain west one 
week to gab with U’s prexy, Nate 
Blumberg; board chairman, J. Chee- 
ver Cowdin; and studio heads Wil- 
liam Goetz and Leo Spitz with a re- 
port on the British tax situation on 
the agenda. He'll also see Arthur 
Krim, EL’s prez; Bryan Foy, produc- 
tion topper, and Walter Wanger, EL 
producer. 

Matty Fox, U’s veepee, has also 
trekked Coastward and is expected 
back in New York Dec. 29. Lewis 
Blumberg, son of U’s prexy and ass’t 
sales chief of company’s Prestige 
unit, left for the west yesterday 
(Tues.) to spend the holidays with 
his family. He'll also 0.0. exchange 
Operations on Prestige films. 

U's foreign chieftain, Joe Seidel- 
man, trains to the Coast Friday (26). 


Joe Schenck Endorsed 
Naify’s $2,300,000 Bank 
Loan to Swing GS Deal 


Latest development in sale of the 
Golden State theatre chain in San 
Francisco last month is the disclos- 
ure that Mike Naify, who bought 
the controlling interest from his 
partners, Eugene H. Emmick and 
Robert McNeil, had his Bank of 
America loan for $2,300,000 endorsed 
by Joseph Schenck, 20th-Fox pro- 
duction exec. 

Although Schenck said it was done 
a3 a personal favor to Naify ard 
was not connected with 20th-Fox, 
t'e U. S. Department of Justice ob- 
tained a statement from Schenck 
that if the note was defaulted, the 
film company would be unable to 
secure control either through sale 
or transfer. 

Justice Denartment’s anti-trust di- 
vision moved in October to halt sale 
of the chain to United Artists the- 

(Continued on page 16) 





| U. S. organization, and Arthur Krim, 
| EL prexy, with Robert R. Young, 
|Pathe board chairmah, and a report 
analyzing EL’s sales for 1947, first 
complete year of the company’s op- 
erations. The move was made to still 
| possible future rumors. of important 
| changes in the company’s high per- 
sonnel. 
| Meanwhile, major revamping of 
| EL’s distribution forces saw the 
|dropping of two division managers 
and the upping of Harold S. Dunn, 
(Contimued on page 20) 
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KORDA’S AIDES BACK TO 
ENG. AFTER 20TH TALKS 


Sir Arthur Jarratt, managing di- 
rector of Sir Alex Korda’s distribut- 
ing unit, British Lion, returns to 
England from New York Friday (26) 
‘aboard the Queen Mary. Hugh 
Quennell, board chairman of BL, 
who accompanied Jarratt to the 
U. S. two weeks ago, planed back to 
London Saturday (20). 

Pair had a number of talks with 
Spyros Skouras, Andy Smith, Mur- 
ray Silverstone, Joe Moskowitz and 
other 20th-Fox execs. Fox will dis- 
tribute Korda pix in the U. S. They 
also huddled with Giovanni Pagna- 
menta, of the Bankers Trust Co., 
N. ¥., on a forthcoming deal involv- 
ing sale to an independent of some 
Korda product which is not in- 
cluded in the 20th-Fox pact. 

Korda may come to the U. S. the 
last week in January with a print 
of “Anna Karenina,” the Vivien 
Leigh starrer, which he is now com- 
pleting. It will be released by 20th 








Barney Balaban 


thinks 
‘Pix Have Been 
Dumped Off the Gravy 


Train” 
(and goes into details on the 
rude awakening ) 


* . * 
An Editorial Feature 
in the Upcoming 42d 
Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 














(MAJORS NEED ‘EM 
NOW-LACHMAN 


The pepped-up scramble for do- 
mestic brought on by the 


is 


rentals, 
semi-loss of the foreign market, 


redounding to the advantage of 
small fry exhibs who are now get- 
tins a better break than they’ve 
had for years. The thought isn’t 


the pronouncement of a sales dept. 
flack but the observation of Edward 
Lachman, New Jersey Allied’s 
prexy, who finds a kind word for 
the majors’ new sales pitch which 
he says is “extremely gratifying.” 
“The major companies are now 
paying attention to small exhibitors 
and that’s definitely a good thing,” 
according to Lachman. “There was 


the time before the British crisis 
when it was a rare thing for a 
salesman to call on a smali-time 


theatre and give him personal at- 
tention. But from everything I see 
and from reports of our members, 
it’s different now.” 

What pleases Lachman most is a 
new flexibility of distribs in treat- 
ing with the little man. The com- 
panies formerly, he say=, insisted on 
their terms—generally a percentage 
deal—and if the exhib balked that 
was the end of the story. Distrib 
would, like as not, walk out without 
much in the way of dickerings after 
giving out with a take-it-or-leave-it 
basis. 

“Now we find distributors ready 
to make the sort of deal which 
pleases us,” Lachman says. “For 
one thing there’s many more flats 
than there ever used to be. Fre- 
quently, now, we can take any Giie 


(Continued on page 18) 


Can. Theatre Building 
Ban, To Conserve Coin, 





Will Affect Big Three 


Toronto, Dec. 
In order to conserve 8c AE 
payments of American dollars from 
Canada to U. S., Reconstruction 


Minister Howe has stymied any fut- 
ure building in this country of thea- 
tres, night clubs, cocktail lounges 
and office buildings until the dollar 
exchange situation between the two 
countries levels off. 

Although the three big filmhouse 
chains in Canada—Famous Players 
Canadian, Odeon Theatres of Can- 
ada, and 20th Century Theatres— 
had completed plans on the board 
for the building of some 40 houses 
across Canada to get under con- 
struction early in 1948, these must 
now be held up, together with any 
projects that were contemplated by 
the independents. 

Wartime priorities on structural 
steel and other imported building 
materials have again been clamped 
on in Canada and construction per- 
mits will henceforth have to be se- 
cured from federal authorities be- 
fore any structure may be started. 
Aim is to boost Canadian productiv- 
ity by manufacturing, in Canada, as 
many commodities as possible which 
were hitherto imported from _ the 
U. S. and whose importation now is 
banned. High priority for machin- 
ery and structural steel, etc., will 
now be given to the establishment 
of new Canadian factories or other 
industrial projects, plus the attend- 
ant and necessary low-cost housing 
for workers. 


Rep’s 2d Distribution 
Deal on a Feldman Pkge. 


Republie board, meeting in New 
York last week, okayed a distribu- 
tion deal for “Moonrise.” which 
Charles K. Feldman will make at 
the studio on a package arrange- 
ment. It will be similar to the deal 
under which he just completed “Red 
Pony” for the company. 

Feldman will provide all of his 
own financing, through the Bank of 
America. Budget will be between 
$800,000 and $900,066. Rep will get a 
distribution fee plus an interest in 








the film. 


SMALL EXHIBS GET SALES BREAK 








With the only promising settle-+ 
|ment of the British 75% tax tiff 
isome form of offset of grosses 
learned in the U. S. by British pix 
|}against Yank earnings in England, 
performance here of Anglo films in 
the past year is holding the trade’s 
interest. (London reports disclose 
that Anglo-American film talks still 
center on building up British film 
revenues in the U. S. and adding 
that sum to the 25% which can now 
be withdrawn from England under 
the ad valorem tax.) 

After one year of intensive selling 
of British pix, American.sales top- 
pers have clocked a number of pe- 
|culiarities in their U. S. playoff 
|routine. For one thing, the imports 
from England require a much longer 








American equivalents playing in 
| their own backyard. A British pic 
| takes 18 months, it’s said, before it’s 
gone the gamut of VU. S. screens 
(Continued on page 16) 





Via $8,000,000 As 


London, Dec. 23. 
J. Arthur Rank’s easy victory last 
week in putting through a merger of 
his Odeon Theatres and General 
Cinema Finance Corp -will give 
him access to $8,000,000 in loans 
which he requires to hypo produc- 


tion and thus lessen the need for 
U. S. product. 
By next March, Rank stated, he 


would have enough studio space to 
The three major British 
making one change a week, require 
156 films, so there would be a con- 
siderable lessening of the pressure 
for importing Hollywood’s wares. 
Although he may have the studio 
space, Rank acknowledged that he'll 
be making far less than 120 pictures. 
He’ll actually turn out, he said, 38 
films—10 more than in 1947 and 19 
more than in 1946. The $8,000,000 
loan which GCF will be able to ob- 
tain through the backing it gets via 
the merger with Odeon will be used 
(Continued on page 22) 


LUX’S FANCY BACKING 
IN NEW THEATRE CHAIN 


Cincinnati, Dec. 23. 
Elmer Lux, former RRO exchange 
manager in Buffalo, is understood to 
be piecing together a sizable cir- 
cuit in the midwest territory. Lux 
is dickering to acquire &@ flock of 
houses which may also take in 
some of the Schine theatres in the 
event the U. S. Supreme Court up- 
holds divorcement in that circuit. 
Reportedly, Lux is being backed 
by strong theatre interests in upper 
New York state and the midwest. 
He stepped out of RKO recently to 
move into the exhibition game after 
being elected as councilman-at-large 
in Buffalo. 
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Pan All Pix When Only 
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British Apparently Holding Out 
For the Barter System in 75% Tax 
Impasse; Anglo Pix Spotty B.0. in U. S. 


London, Dec. 

It is becoming increasingly es 
to American films execs here that 
the only compromise on the 75% tax 
which will please the British hinges 
on their pix getting more playing 


time in the United States. Harold 
Wilson, prez of the British Board 
of Trade, gave further substance to 
that belief in a statement to re- 
porters last week. 

Head of the government agency 
declared that Britain was prepared 
to deal with the American industry 
on allowing more than 25% of earn- 
ings to be exported, but only to the 
extent that British films earn more 
than that sum in the U. S. That 





period to liquidate themselves than | 


would mean, in effect, that anything 
American companies get from Eng- 
land beyond about $16,000,000 would 


| have to be equalled by British earn- 


Rank s Prod. Hypo’ 


Result of Merger 
UA’s 7506 From 


ings in the U. S. 

Although emphasizing that the 
door was still open for a settlement, 
Wilson declared that the Americans 
could expect to get more than 25% 
of their earnings out only in return 
for “a real effort not only to accept, 


| but also to show British films in the 


United States market.” 

(Because of anti-trust laws 
and the nature of the American 
film industry, U. S. execs are 
pretty much at a loss on how to 
reach an agreement to push up 
British income in this country. 

(Continued on page 16) 








Part of Odeon 


United Artists has sold a portion 
of its Odeon holdings in Britain, it 


" has be arned, i ‘der 
make 126 full length pictures a year. | = erm learned, ve order to finance 
eiieuie | operation of its offices there. Ap- 


proximately $750,000 was 
from the stock sale. 
Motive behind the unloading, it is 
understood, was to enable remit- 
tance of all possible film rentals 
to the U. S. Since the film rentals 
could be sent to this country and 
the proceeds of the Odeon stock 


realized 


|sale could not (because of British 





Treasury restrictions), UA figured 
it would be advantageous to use up 
the shares in paying operating ex- 
penses of its British organization. 
Stock sold by UA comprised its 
entire direct holdings in Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd., which is the circuit 
operating company. It retains, how- 
ever, a 50% interest in Odeon Cin- 
ema Holding Co., which owns a 
block of stock in Odeon Theatres, 
Ltd. These shares are non-voting. 


Metro Switching To 
Flats to Cut Down On 
Costs of Checking % 


Metro, first company to cut down 
clearances between first and second 
run situations in many territories, 
has now begun the swing away 
from percentage deals to selling via 
flat rentals wherever it’s found 
equitable. Chief reason for the 
switch, which is steadily increasing 
in proportion, is to effect economies 
by eutting down on bookkeeping 
and checking costs. 

Under plans outlined by Metro 
sales toppers, films are only to be 
sold at flat terms where Metro is 
able to get what it considers a fair 
price for its product. If exhibs re- 
fuse to kick in with that price, 
they'll still be forced to buy on per- 
centage. All theatres buying on flat 
terms will continue to be checked 
periodically for revisions. If it’s 
found a house is doing less business 
than usual, the price will be dropped 
and, conversely, if the house has en- 
joyed an increase in biz, the terms 
will be upped accordingly. 

With exhibitors still getting away 
with millions of dollars annually by 
falsifving their returns on percen. 
tage films, Metro distrib toppers 

(Continued on page 18) 
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PRE-PRODUCTION 





NEARLY 40 SET TO FILM IN JAN. 





Castile’ at Regular Prices Cues 
End of the Trend to Upped Scales 


End of the trend towards increased + 


admission prices for top-budgeted 

ictures was seen in the action of 

th-Fox last week, when general 
sales manager Andy W. Smith, Jr., 
decided to release “Captain from 
Castile” at no required advance in 
admission scales. 

Reason given by Smith for the 
switch from his originally-an- 
nounced policy was to make the film 
available to all theatres during the 
holiday season. It’s believed, how- 
ever, that 20th has found the rising 
tide of exhibitor opposition against 
upped scales so high that it was 
forced to change its mind. Question 
now uppermost in the minds of in- 
dustry observers is whether other 
companies planning to release films 
at boosted prices will follow suit, or 
attempt to ride out the exhib storm 
and keep their scales at the in- 
creased rates. 

Twentieth originally announced 
that “Castile” and “Forever Amber,” 
the two highest-budgeted films on its 
current release slate, would both be 
sold at upped scales and on straight 
50-50 terms. “Amber” went out that 
way and promptly ran into a mass 
of opposition, with many of 20th’s 
exhib customers refusing to book the 
picture and several of those who had 
booked it trying to buy back their 
contracts before playing the film. 
Most of this opposition, of course, 
was due to trouble with the Catholic 
Church in the wake of the Legion 
of Decency’s original “condemned” 
rating on the picture, but part of it 
was also believed due to the upped 
admission clause in the contracts. 
Film recently -played a New York 

(Continued on page 16) 


BLUMENTHAL BRAGS OF 
IMPROVED CINECOLOR 


A. Pam Blumenthal, board chair- 
man of Cinecolor Corp., is la- 
menting the fact that backlog Cine- 
color pix of the majors are being 
teleased now whilé the touted new 

rocess is available for production. 
Pideuer, he gays, “is the victim of 
the backlog” since improvements of 
his company in tinting pix makes 
eurrent results superior to the old. 

Additional equipment installed in 
the plant gives Cinecolor a capacity 
of 45 films in '48, company’s banker- 
topper said. Total capacity on fea- 
ures and shorts next year is 120,- 

000 feet, he said. In 47, against 
this figure, tinting outfit turned out 
only 14-15 films. Its new plant, now 
under construction in Hollywood, 
will be completed at the end of '48 
and will give tremendous capacitiy 
to company’s operations. 

Blumenthal doesn’t believe there'll 
be a tremendous increase in color 

Ims next year. All firms together 
can handle only 20%-25% of the 500 
pix turned out on the Coast in one 
year. Explaining the newly-formed 
Cinecolor Finance Co., he said it 
would loan money to producers at 
interest to pay for print costs on 
completed negatives. No advances 
would be made to help finance ac- 
tual shooting expenses. | 

Blumenthal returned this week 
from the Coast. 


Acad Looks Ahead For 
Press Co-op on ‘Oscars’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Plans for securing the best possi- 
ble coverage of annual Academy 
awards March 20 have been dis- 
cussed with representatives of the 
sere newsreels and photographers. 

eeting, called by Delmer Daves, 
who will produce the annual show, 
was held at the Shrine Auditorium 
80 newsmen and lensers could go 
into problems on actual site of the 
event. 

Meeting is in line with the Acad- 
emy’s efforts to cure troubles before 
the show, not afterwards. It’s also 
designed to. sidestep spot difficulties 
Which have arisen in previous years. 
Five newsreels will have chance to 
lens show while it’s in progress. 
News and mag photogs will get a 

reak in making both action and 
Posed shots. Ample press facilities 
Will also be provided, 
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Mols. Indies Lose 
Ist ASCAP Round 


Minneapolis, Dec, 23. 

S. P. Halpern and L. B. Schwartz, 
counsel for Bennie Berger and 
J. L. Jensen, independent exhibitors, 
have been given 30 days by Judge 
G. H. Nordbye of federal district 
court to file briefs to sustain the 
contention that theatre owners do 
not have to take out American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers’ licenses. At the same time, 
ASCAP, suing Berger and Mrs. 
Jensen for non-payment of its fees, 
will have 10 days to submit reply 
briefs. 

Actual trial of the test case of the 
ASCAP theatre’s fee validity con- 
sumed only one day, most of the 
evidence having been stipulated in 
advance. Berger and Robert Hazle- 
ton, the latter booker for the Ted 
Mann independent circuit, _were 
witnesses, testifying that ASCAP 
rescinded its current agreement and 
is demanding increases of 500 to 
600% in the amount of the fee. 
Louis Froelich, ASCAP general 
counsel from New York, and Thomas 
Vennum, Minneapolis lawyer, ap- 
peared for ASCAP. 

In their brief, Halpern and 
Schwartz will contend the ASCAP 
fee goes beyond the scope of copy- 
right and the ASCAP monopoly vio- 
lates the Sherman anti-trust law. 
ASCAP won the first round when 
Judge Nordbye refused to grant the 
defendants’ motion for judgment and 
gave the informal opinion that the 
ASCAP fee is valid and applicable 
to theatres. With the backing of 
North Central Allied, of which he’s{ 
president, Berger has announced 
he'll carry the case to the U. S. 
Supreme Court, if necessary, for 
final adjudication. 


RENTALS BOOM IN INDIES 
BID FOR STAGE SPACE 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Business on the rental lots is head- 
ing for a boom, even though some 
of the more prominent indie pro- 
ducers have taken refuge on major 
lots. Reports from the pay-as-you- 
enter studios indicate the heaviest 
demand for stage space in several 
years. 

With five deals for top-budget pic- 
tures under negotiation, Hal Roach, 
Jr., announced that 1948 would be 
the busiest since the Roach studio 
turned into a rental lot. Bids for 
space at Nassour studio have reached 
15 weekly. General Service has 
more demands than it ean handle. 
Motion Picture Centre has a lineup 
waiting for space, and even the 
Charles Chaplin studio is filling with 
new indie units. 


N.Y. Cameramen’s Tilt 


Winding up a year-long dispute, 
cameramen’s Local 644 ratified a 
wage agreement Monday (22) with 
20th-Fox, RKO Pathe and Universal 
calling for a $35 wage hike for short 
subjects photographers in the east. 

Pav rise will be retroactive to 
July, 1946, with minimums under 
new scale being $200 weekly. 











PRODUCTION 1 
LIFT AFTER afb 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Hollywood production, down for 
the count during the holidays, has a 
heavy schedule in January. 
At least three new pictures get the 





gun at Warners next month in ad-/| 


dition to “Key Largo,” currently in 
work. Starters include “John Loves 
Mary,” “The Rope” and “One Sun- 
day Afternoon.” Understood the 
company will produce more pictures 
in 1948 than it did in 1947. It has 
between 35 and 40 active properties 
available for filming. 

At Paramount, Henry Ginsberg 
announced that eight films have 
been cast and are ready to face the 


ilenses after the holidays. Pictures 
are “Abigail, Dear Heart,” “It’s Al- 
ways Spring,” formerly “Father’s 


Day,” “The Great Gatsby,” “Sorry, 
Wrong Number,” “Sorrowful Jones,” 
“Tatlock Millions,” “Diamond in the 
Haystack” and “Dear Wife.” 


Columbia has lined up 15 films to 
start before the end of February. 
Metro’s 1948 schedule calls for six 
more pictures than it made in 1947, 
and at least five will roll shortly 
after the first of the year. Universal- 

(Continued on page 48) 


Vet Wash. Exhib Defends 
Drive-Ins Against Taboo 
On ‘Petting Party’ Charge 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Sidney Lust, D. C. exhibitor, last 
week ripped into the zoning com- 
mittee of the commissioners of sub- 
urban Montgomery County, Md., for 
nixing drive-in theatres in their 
county as “licensed petting parties.” 
The veteran showman stood up in a 
public meeting to charge the com- 
mittee with permitting itself to be 
stampeded into acting against the 
drive-ins without hearing both sides 
of the question. 


Two yeeks ago, after listening to 
a clergyman, club woman and juve- 
nile court judge denounce outdoor 
theatres as dangerous to morals, the 
county commissioners rammed 
through a $1,000 license fee and an 
11 p.m. curfew on them. One of the 
commissioners voting for the vir- 
tually prohibitive conditions was 
Brooke Johns, onetime actor. 

“You deliberately passed an ordi- 
nance without hearing our side,” 
Lust told the commission.” It was as 
a result of his application that the 
conditions were set up. 
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See Yank Pix Back 
in Denmark Jan. | 


American films may be going into 
Denmark again after Jan. 1. With 
the embargo agreement among the 
majors expiring .Dec...31, there’s a 
good possibility that some or all of 
the companies may send their prod- 
uct into the country despite the com- 
plete freeze on dollar payments. 


Danish situation came up for dis- 
cussion last week at a meeting of 
foreign managers at the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. and was also given atten- 
tion of company presidents conclav- 
ing at the MPA the following day. 
There’s a feeling among them that it 
was a mistake to cut off U. S. pix 
completely when Denmark enacted 
the freeze. The vacuum left, it is 
feared, may be permanently filled by 
British and other foreign films. 


Company prexies, lacking an 
alternative, agreed to accept the 
Australian government's change of 
mind, which reduced remittances 
from that country to 50%, instead of 
the 70% agreed on a few months 
ago. Aussies claimed that dollars 
were being drained too rapidly. 

Another blow with which the 
prexies were acquainted was 
Sweden’s decision to cut its dollar 
remittances from the 50% which 
prevails now to 33%% after Jan. 1. 
Swedes refused to permit any film 
coin to be sent out of the country in 
an emergency measure last summer, 














but then relented to the extent of 
the 50%. 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Gordon Dean, assistant to Supreme 
Court Justice Rebert H. Jackson 
during the Nuremberg war crimes 
trials, is working at Paramount as 
technical advisor on “Sealed Ver- 
dict” ... Ian MacDonald draws a 
heavy role in “Port Said” at Colum- 
bia...Harry Tugend turned in the 
script for “A Southern Yankee,” 
next Red Skelton starrer, which 
Paul Jones will produce at Metro... 
Sarah Selby, radio thesp, draws a 
dowager role in “Trapped by Boston 
Blackie” at Columbia...Warners 
sound technicians are using radar to 
signal the approach of planes, under 
2,000 feet and within a three-mile 
circle. 

Peter Von Zerneck, Hungarian 
actor, signed for a role in “A For- 
eign Affair” at Paramount... Don 
DeFore joins Dennis Morgan and 
Janis Paige in “One Sunday After- 
noon” at Warners ,.. Jean Pierre 
Aumont, currently in Paris,. reports 
to Seymour Nebenzal late in January 
under a new pact calling for one 
film annually for three years... 
Onslow Stevens checked in at 
Columbia for a role in “Gallant 
Blade.” . . . William Bishop shares 
top billing with Preston Foster in 
“Wild Fury” at Columbia. 


Lillian Gish and Allyn Joslyn) 
| Thomas,” based on the Maritta Wolff 


draw featured roles in “Moonrise,” 
package deal which Frank Borzage 
directs at Republic... Art Smith 





drew the Dr. Harvey role,in “Mr. 
Peabody and the Mermaid” at Uni- 
versal-International , . . Lou Brock 
assumed production reins on “Prison 
Train” at Republic... Gorden Kay 
will produce “The Denver Kid,” 
next Allan Lane oater, starting Jan. 
27, at Republic . . . John Payne, 
former 20th-Fox contractee, plays 
his first freelance role in “The Saxon 
Charm,” co-starring with Rebert 
Montgomery and Susan Hayward at 
Universal-International. “ 

“Tisa,” formerly “Ever the Be- 
ginning,” will be released by War- 
ners as “My Girl Tisa.” . .. Carl 
Krueger Productions bought “The 
Battered Bride,” a Satevepost yarn 
by Robert Carson ... Spencér Tracy, 
Gene Kelly and Margaret O’Brien 
making three food conservation 
trailers at Metro ., . LeRoy Prinz 
will create and direct musical num- 
bers for “One Sunday Afternoon” 
at Warners... Tay Garnett brought 
“A Connecticut Yankee” in nine 
days ahead of schedule , . . Republic 
assigned Alan Dwan to produce 
“Woman of Destiny,” based on 
Peter B. Kyne’s story, “The Big 
Bonanza.” ... Ava Gardner was 
borrowed from Metro for the Venus 
role in “One Touch of Venus” at 
Universal-International . . . Leon 
Gordon will produce “About Lyddy 


hovel, for Metro... Ambassador 
(Continued on page 48) 


(Chaplin s Pitch for Hans Eisler 
Stirs Protest: Verdoux Voted ‘Best 


Paris, Dec. 23. 

Acting on a cabled request from 
Charles Chaplin to painter Pablo 
Picasso, 24 prominent French artists, 
actors and writers have sent the U. 
S. Embassy in Paris a protest against 
the “threatened deportation to the 
American zone of Germany” of Hans 
Eisler. (Eisler, Hollywood com- 
poser, was among those named as 
being a Communist at the recent 
Congressional probe of Hollywood 
Red activity). He was scheduled to 
come to Frafice for work on the 
score of the puppet picture, “Alice 
in Wonderland,” which Lou Bunin is 
producing. 

Signers of the protest, which in- 
clude actors Jean Louis Barrault, 
Louis. Jouvet and Francois Rosay, 
poet and screenwriter Jean Cocteau, 
Picasso and Matisse, requested that 
Eisler be granted a visa to leave and 
reenter the U. S. The note, ad- 
dressed to Ambassador Jefferson 
Caffery, was handled in a routine 
manner and forwarded to the U. S. 
State Department. 





Catholic Veis Protest 


Catholic War Veterans, spurred 
onto the warpath for Charles Chap- 
lin’s scalp on basis of reports that 
he had urged formation of a French 
committee to aid Hans Eisler, have 
asked U. S. Attorney General Tom 
Clark and Secretary of State George 
Marshall to investigate the actor’s 
activities. Veterans group informed 
the Government officials that it op- 
posed the actor's “alleged attempt to 
interfere with the activities of a 
duly elected representative of our 
citizens.” 

It called Chaplin an “undesirable 


(Continued on page 48) 


9 ‘BEST’ BRITISH PIX, 
‘OUTLAW’ RATES 10TH 


London, Dec. 23. 

American pix were handed a real 
sloughing by Reginald Whitley, 
London Daily Mirror film critic, 
when he announced his choice of 
the best dozen films to play in Eng- 
land during 1947. The first nine se- 
lections are British films topped by 
“Courtneys of Curzon Street,” which 
Herbert Wilcox produced for Sir 
Alexander Korda. . 

Tenth on the list and leading “The 
Jolson Story” and “Duel in the Sun” 
is “The Outlaw,” the controversial 
Howard Hughes’ pic. By Yank 
standards, of course, it’s an unor- 
thodox choice. (National Board of 
Review last week stood film students 
on their ears by an equally unor- 
thodox tagging of “Monsieur Ver- 
doux,” Charles Chaplin vehicle, as 
America’s best after tepid critical 
reception in the U. S. Perhaps, not 
without coincidence, “Verdoux” has 
been the target for strong attacks 
by Catholic organizations). 
Whitley's complete list is as fol- 
lows: 1, “Courtneys of Curzon 
Street”; 2, “Great Expectations”; 3, 
“Odd Man Qut”; 4, “Frieda”; 5, 
“Jassy”; 6, “The Upturned Glass”: 
7, “Black Narcissus”; 8, “Holiday 
Camp”; 9, “They Made Me a Fugi- 
tive”; 10, “The Outlaw”; 11, “The 
Jolson Story”: 12, “Duel in the Sun. 

In announcing his list, Whitley 
said it was only fair to note that 
“Best Years” and “The Bachelor 
Knight” (released in the U. S. as 
“The Bachelor and the Bobby 
Soxer”) were not generally released 
this year. “Best Years,” he said, 
“looked like top choice for next 
year.” 


Wilshire, New Indie, 
Skeds 6 Action Pix 


Sacramento, Dec. 23. 
Wilshire Picture Productions filed 
incorporation papers here with 
James Doane listed as president, 
Arthur Desser veepee, David H. 
Garfield treasurer, H. B. Garfield 
chairman of the board, George Mc- 
Call in charge of production and 

W. H. Collins in charge of sales. 
Outfit’s program calls for six ac- 
tion pictures in the first two years, 
starting with “Street Corner,” to be 
directed by Albert Kelley. Release 











deal is under negotiation. 
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i Takes Beatmg; ‘Wyoming’ -Vaude 
Oke $43,000, Escape’ 156, ‘Rose’ 306 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 

Chicago firstruns are taking an 
awful beating with Xmas shoppers 
iving them the go-by. Situation 

n't helped any either by lack of 
ood product. p been get- 
ona lots of “B” product to fill the 
gap created by Jackson Park de- 
cree, but patrons aren't interested. 
Even for Christmas week, grosses 
are brutal, in some cases the lewest 
in years. 

The Chicago brought in “Moss 
Rose” with Gordon MacRae on stage 
for six days with a lean $30,000 m 
sight. Oriental looks okay at $43,000 
with “Wyoming” and Gautier’s 
Bricklayers heading the stagebill. 
Palace brought back “Each Dawn I 
Die.” a reissue, but the draw will 
be the fight films, with mild $18,000 
likely. , 
a reissue, “Anthony Adverse,” to 
land a fair $14,000. United Artists 
has “Escape Me Never” with light 
$15,000 likely. 

Holdovers are still the best box- 
office here, with “Body and Soul” 
at Woods heading the list at staunch 
$18,000 for sixth week. “Gentleman's 
Agreement” at Apollo is only fair 
$10,000 for sixth frame. “Black Nar- 
cissus” moved over to the Grand 
from the Palace where an additional 


play from fight fans on the Louis- | 
Walcott film promises an oke $17,500. | 


“Forever Amber” at the Rialto will 
be profitable $11,500 for third week. 
“Nightmare Alley” at 
Lake in third stanza 
$13,000. 

Estimates for Th's Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.25)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(6th wk). Light $10,000. Last week, 
$15.000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 95)—‘‘Moss 
Rose” (20th) with Gordon MacRae 
on stage for 6 days. Lean $30.000. 
Last week, “Golden Earrings” (Par) 
with Delta Rhythm Boys heading 
stageshow (2d wk), $38,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 95)—“Black 
Gold” (Mono) and “Thunderbolt” 
(Mono) (2d wk), Mild $7,500 after 
$11.000 opener. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 95)—“Black 
Narcissus” (U) (m.o.). Moved here 
from Palace with fight film. Oke 
$17,500. Last week, “So Well Re- 
membered” (RKO), $21,000. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 95) — 
“Wyoming” (Rep) with vaude, Okay 
$43,000. Last week, “Lost Honey- 
moon” (EL), and Louis Prima orch, 
$25,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—“Each 
Dawn I Die” (WB) (reissue) with 
Louis-Walcott fight pix. Slim $18,000. 
Last week. “Black Narcissus” (U), 
hefty $26,000. 

Rialto (indie) (1,700; $1.25)—“For- 
ever Amber” (20th) (3d wk), Good 
$11,500. Last week, $12,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 95)— 
“Anthony Adverse” (WB) (reissue). 
Fair $14,000. Last week, “Green for 
Danger” (EL), $9,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 95)— 
“Nightmare Alley” (20th) (3d wk). 
Thin $13,000. Last week, $18.000. 

Wnited Artists (B&K) (1.700; 95)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB). Light 
$15,000. Last week. “I Love Trouble” 
(Col) (2d wk), $9,000. 

Woods (Essaness (1.073; 95)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) = (6th). 
Staunch $18.000. Last week, $21.000. 

World (Indie) (587; 75)—‘“Storm 
in Teacup” (U) (94 wk), Tepid 
$1,800. Last week, $2,000. 


Road to Rio’ Sock 
519000 in Sad K.C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 23. 


looks 





Pa Only film of any consequence is | 
Road to Rio,” and despite the, 


Slack season it looks big with ex- 
tended run likely. Remainder of 
town is only coasting until Christ- 
mas Day. Reissues are being used 

several spots to fill in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
85)—“Wicked Lady” (U) and “Hat 
Box Mystery” (SG). Light $4,000. 
Last week, “Comedy Carnival” (UA), 
$3,000 in 6 days. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 

undown” (UA) and “The Kan- 
San” (UA) (reissues). In 4 days, 
very thin $7,000. Last week, “Hus- 
band’s Affairs’ (Col) and “Christ- 


Mas Carol” (M-G) (reissue), $9,000. | 


«y2tTPheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65 )— 
Jezebel” (WB) and “Slight Case of 
Murder” (WB) (reissues). Slim $8.- 
”. Last week, “Hagen Girl” (WB) 
With fight pictures, $11,000. 
oe *tamount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
Road to Rio” (Par). Socko $19.- 
or over. Sure to hold. _ Last 
week, “\Vild Harvest” (Par), $9,000. 
to ®Xy¥ (Durwood) (900; 45-65) — 
Scarface’ (UA) and “Hell's An- 
els” (UA) (reissues) so-so $4,000. 


st week, “Out of Blue” (EL) (3d 


Wk). $2500 in 6 days. 

wee er - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
po. Si? (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65 i— 
Last | ‘ioment” (U). Sad $9,500. 


Roosevelt also brought back | 


the State-| 
slim | 


$13 000.” “The Exile” (U), average | 


+ 
fs 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


yg! A $545,000 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year ...... ....$689,000 





(Based on 17 theatres) 


—_ 











‘ntrigue’ Hefty 


j 
{ 


| $21,000 im Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 


| Film theatres are taking a header 
here along with show biz in general 
in Philly as the pre-Xmas blues take 
| hold. Surprise entry is “Intrigue,” 
| which is taking the slump in stride 
to take top honors for week. It will 
land a hefty session at the small- 
seat Stanton, 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)—“Up- 
turned Glass” (U) (2d wk). Blah 
$10,000 after fair $13,500 last week. 


Arcadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)—“Ride 
Pink Horse” (U) (2d run). Oke $6,- 
000. Last week, “Hagen Girl’ (WB) 
| (2d run), $4,000, 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Had to 
Be You” (Col) (3d wk). So-so $17,- 
000 after $22,500 for second. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-94)—‘North- 
west Outpost” (Rep) and “High Tide” 
(Mono). Modest $15,000. Last week, 
“Wistful Widow” (U), $16,500. 


Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—‘“Dan- 
gerous Years” (20th). Sour $9,500. 
Last week, “Thunder in Valley” 


(20th), $12,500. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—"‘This Time Keeps” (M-G) (5th 
wk). Fair $14,000 after $16,000 for 


fourth. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—‘‘Where There’s Life” (Par) (5th 
wk). Mild $7,000 after $8,000 in 
fourth. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB) (2d run). 
Sad $4,500. Last week, “Song of 
Love” (M-G) (2d run), nice $7,500. 

Mastbaum (WB) “4,360; 50-94)— 
“Pirates of Monterey” (U) (2d wk). 
Pallid $17,000 after $26,000 opener. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“Jungle Book” (EL) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000 after $7,000 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Fairish $18,000 after $21,000 for 
third. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)—“In- 
trigue” (UA). Hefty $21,000. Last 
week, “Heaven Only Knows” (UA), 
poor $9,000. 


Prov. Not So Bad With 
‘Affairs’ Smooth 1636; 
Valley’ Fancy at 156 


Providence, Dec, 23. 

Despite the Christmas last-minute 
shopping rush, there apparently are 
enough people on hand to keep 
grosses up fairly well. State’s “Her 
Husband’s Affairs” is leading the list 
but Majestic’s “Thunder In Valley” 
is close behind. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Slight Case of Murder” (WB) and 
“I Am Fugitive’ (WB) (reissues). 
‘Fairish $10,000. Last week, “Ride 
Pink Horse” (UI) and “Time Out of 
Mind” (U) plus fight films nice 
$14,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—“Escape Me Never” (WB) and 
“Blondie’s Anniversary” (Col) (2d 
run). Good $4,000. Last week, “Rains 
Came” (20th) and “Under Two 
Flags” (20th) (reissues), $5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,800; 44-65)—“Black 





stage. Fairish $5,000. Last week, 
“Miracle of 34th Street” (20th) (re- 
issue) and vaude, $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Thunder In Valley” (20th) and 
“Roses Are Red” (20th). Nice $15,000. 
| Last week, “Escape Me Never” (WB) 
and “Blondie’s Anniversary” (Col), 
neat $16,000. 

Mefropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65)— 
“Chinese Ring” (Mono) and Artie 
Dann heading stage show for three- 
day weekend stand. So-so $6,800. 
Last week, “Bowery Buckaroos 
(SG) and Paul Gary heading stage, 
okay $7,500 for 3-day weekend. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“Hus- 
band’s Affairs” (M-G) and “Fabulous 
Texan” (M-G). Fairly good $16,500. 
Last week, “Green Dolphin Street 
(M-G) (3d wk), $12,000. 





Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-63) 
—“Inecendiary Blonde” (Par) and 
“Now Tomerrow” (Par) (reissues). 


Expect mild $6,500 in 5 days. Last 
wink. “Where There’s Life” (Par) 
{ (2d wk), fair $10,000, 


Swan” (WB) (reissue) and vaude on ' 





‘MERTON’ OK $14,500 
BEST IN THIN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Dec. 28. 

“Merton of Movies” is the only 
newcomer not suffering from Yule 
hardening of arteries, giving the 
State the week’s top biz. “Gang- 
ter” looks surprisingly good at Pal- 
ace, and package of reissues, “Fugi- 
tive from Chain Gang” and “Slight 
Case of Murder” will barely make 
grade at Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—“Wal- 
ter Mitty” (RKO). Good $10,000 for 
fourth stanza following smooth $12,- 
500 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Fugitive From Chain Gang” (WB) 


and “Slight Case of Murder” (WB) | 


(reissues). Passable $14,000 in 9 
days. Last week, “Her Husband’s 
Affairs” (Col), $10,500. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 
“Magic Town” (RKO) (m.o.). Okay 
$3,000. Last week, “Springtime in 
Sierras” (Rep) and “Driftwood” 
(Rep), same. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Nice $7,500. Last week, 
“Mutiny Big House” (Mono) and 
“Dillinger” (Mono) (reissues), $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Gangster” (Mono). Surprising $15,- 
000. Last week, “Exile” (U), nice 
$19,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Merton of Movies” (M-G). Smart 
$14,500 in 6 days. Last week, “Golden 
Earrings” (Par), $17,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Golden Earrings’ (Par) (m.o.). 
Pleasant $9,500. Last week, “Green 
Dolphin Street” (M-G) (mo.), 
$10,000. 


St. Loo Slow But ‘Road’ 
Lofty $20,000; ‘Moment’ 
156, ‘Unconquered’ 186 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 

With natives buying everything 
but film entertainment, grosses at 
flicker houses all over town are in 
a nose-dive. About 50% of the screen 
fodder offered is h.o., second-run and 
reissue. “Road to Rio,” paired with 
“Glamour Girl” is the champion. 


Estimates for This Week 





Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 70- 
$1.20)—“Unconquered” (Par). Neat 
$18,000. Last week, “Out of Blue” 


(EL) and (EL), 
$15,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Road 
to Rio” (Par) and “Glamour Girl” 
(Col). Nice $20,000 or over. Last 
week, “Love From Stranger” (EL) 
and “Whispering City” (BEL), mild 
$17,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Lost Moment” (U) and “The Ad- 
venturess” (EL). Good $15,000. Last 
week, “Christmas Eve” (UA) and 
“Bulldog Drummond Strikes Back” 
(Col), $16,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Walter Mitty” (RKO) and “Escape 
Me Never” (WB) (3d wk). Trim 
$6,000 after $8,500 for third stanza. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Oke $5,000 after $6,500 for 
third session. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Slight Case of Murder” (WB) and 
“Jezebel” (WB) (reissues). Slow 
$6,500. _ Last week, “Each Dawn I 
Die” (WB) and “Bad Men of 
Missouri” (WB) (reissues), $7,500. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Bachelor and Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) 
and “Riff-Raff’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Oke $6,500. Last week, “Grapes of 
Wrath” (20th) and “Tobacco Road” 
(20th) (reissues), $6,000. 


Port. Hit by Weather; 
‘Had to Be’ Mild 1036 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 23. 

A combination of last minute holi- 
day shopping, bad weather, and 
holdovers will keep the downtown 
houses at a lower-than-usual level. 
“It Had To Be You” at the Para- 
mount and Oriental is the only new 
film in town, and slow with the 
others. “Green Dolphin Street” at 
the United Artists and “Where 
There’s Life” at Orpheum are the 
best holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 40-80) 
—“The Women” (M-G) (reissue). 
Mild $7,500. Last week, “Wistful 
Widow” (U) and “Exposed” (Rep) 
(2d wk), $7,000. 

Guild (Parker) (427; 65-$1.00)— 
“Johnny Frenchman” (U) and 
“Ladies in Green Hats” (Indie). 

(Continued on page 20) 


“Linda Be Good” 
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ae Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e, with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income. 

Tne parenthetic admissior 
prices, however, as indie-‘ed, in 
clude the US. amusement tax 





B way Hits Bottom 
Show $131,000 in 


Majority of Broadway firstrun 
theatres are treading bottom this 
session, and only marking time un- 
til the pre-holiday pressure lifts. 
Most of them will welcome the ar- 
rival of Christmas day tomorrow 
(Thursday) and the holiday crowds 
because the pre-Xmas lull has been 
junusually severe this year. Many 
|theatres bring in new bills this week, 
14 new ones starting before this 
stanza ends. 

Most profitable operations cur- 
rently are the Paramount, Music 
Hall, Rialto, Astor and Mayfair, al- 
though the Globe and Park Avenue, 
both profiting from having their cur- 
rent week extend through Thurs- 
day and Friday, are in the money. 
Per usual the Hall, with “Good 
News” and its annual Xmas spec- 
tacle, is grabbing the outstanding 
coin, being $131,000 or better on the 
third week. 

Third week of “Golden Earrings,” 
with stageshow headed by Billy De 
Wolfe, Frankie Laine and Ray Mc- 
Kinley band, is okay $61,000 but 
way down from second stanza. 

“Bishop’s Wife” held up surpris- 





second round at Astor. “Gentleman's 
Agreement” did nicely at $35,500 in 
sixth stanza ended last Monday (22) 
night at Mayfair. “Body and Soul” 
shapes very good $30,000 for seventh 
week at the Globe. “Henry V” con- 
tinues stoutly with $8,000 in third 
frame at Park Avenue. “Panic” still 
is strong at $7,500 for fourth round 
at Rialto. Elsewhere the pickings 
are very slim, with new lows for 
year at many houses. 

Strong new product is set for un- 
veiling this session. Roxy, which is 
keeping shuttered today (Wednes- 
day), will launch “Daisy Kenyon” 
with stageshow headed by Lanny 
Ross, Senor Wences, Wiere Bros., 
Beatrice Kraft & Co., with a single 
show tonight (Xmas eve). Regular 
run starts Christmas day. Para- 
mount brings in Bob Hope’s new 
comedy, “Where There’s Life” with 
stagebill topped by Stan Kenton’s 
band, Vic Damone today (Wed.) 
after three solid weeks with “Golden 
Earrings.” “Beauty and Beast” teed 
off yesterday (Tues.) at the Bijou. 

“My Wild Irish Rose” with stage- 
show headed by Ink Spots, Herbie 
Fields band opens today (Wed.) at 
the Strand. Capitol launches “High 
Wall” and stageshow topped by 
Tommy Dorsey band tomorrow 
(Christmas day). The same day 
“Tycoon” tees off at the Palace. Also 
on Christmas day, Gotham brings 
in “Fabulous Texan.” 


“The Fugitive” also starts tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at the Victoria after 
doing okay with two reissues for 
two weeks. Other Xmas day open- 
ings are “Voice of Turtle” at the 
Warner, and “The Exile” at the 
Winter Garden, where “Capt. Boy- 
cott” ran nearly three extremely 
dull weeks. “Captain From Castile” 
also opens tomorrow at the Rivoli. 


State launches its straight film 
policy today (Wed.) with “Cass Tim- 
berlane” and “Blondie’s Holiday.’- 
Criterion brings in” “Senator Was 
Indiscreet” on Friday (26). “Vol- 
pone” opens the same day at the 
Ambassador. ‘ 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 70- 
$1.50) — “Father’s House” (Indie) 
(13th-final wk). Upped to near $6,- 
000, being helped by Xmas day up- 
take; 12th stanza hit $5,000. “Vol- 
pone” (Indie) opens Friday (26). 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—‘Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Second stanza, ended last (Tues.) 
night, shaped up surprisingly well 
in view of conditions on street, with 
strong $46,000 likely; first was big 
$54,000 and over expectancy. Stays 
on indef. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Beauty and Beast” (Indie). Opened 
here yesterday (Tues.). Last week, 
“Revenge” (Indie) (4th wk-5 days) 
was miid $4,000 after thin $5,000 
third frame. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—‘This Time for Keeps” (M-G) plus 
Paul Whiteman orch, Marilyn Max- 
well heading stageshow (3d wk). 
Down to $37,000 after $48,700 for sec- 
ond, neither good. “High Wall” 
(M-G) and Tommy Dorsey orch 
heading stageshow opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Criterion (Loew's)? (1,700; 60- 
$1.25) — “Pirates of Monterey” (U) 
(2d wk-3 days). Being held three 
days beyond first so as to open 
“Senator Was Indiscreet” (U) on 
Friday (26). Second week started 


| yesterday (Tues.). This was down to 


in first week. 
500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Body and Soul” ) (7th wk). 
Very good $30,000, upb stemming 
from fact that week covers, Christ- 
mas day and next Friday; sixtawyeek 
was $25,000. , 
Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)— 


very thin $18, 
Globe (Brandt 










ingly well to land strong $46,000 in | 


But ‘News -Xmas 
3d Wk., ‘Bishop's 


Trim $46,000, 2d; ‘Pirates’ Dull 186 


“Invisible Man" (Indie) and “In- 
visible Man Returns” (Indie) (reis- 
sues). Mere $5,000 in six days. 
Third week of “Red Stallion” (EL) 


was comparatively much better at 
$6,200. “Fabulous Texan” (Rep) 
epens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Golden (RKO) (769; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” (RKO) 
(Sth wk). Looks to hit okay $8,600 





after $9,800 last round. Stays on. 
|} Little Carnegie (Indie) (460: 95- 
$1.20)}—“Nicholas Nickleby” (U) 


| (4th wk). Perking a bit with Christ- 
| mas day and Friday (26) helping to 
$6,500 after only $5,500 last week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.50) 
—“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(7th wk). Sixth round, ended last 
Monday (22) night, slipped back to 
$35,500 after $37,500 for fifth week. 
Continues through holidays and 
longer at this gait. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— 
“Out of Past” (RKO) (4th wk-9 
days). Held over two extra days 
past regular week and okay at 
$18,000, fight films helping; third was 
good $25,000. “Tycoon” (RKO) tees 
off tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—“Where There's Life” (Par) with 
Stan Kenton orch, Vie Damone, 
Martin Bros., Stump & Stumpy head- 
ing stagebill. Opens today (Wed.). 
Third week of “Golden Earrings” 
(Par) with Billy De Wolfe, Frankie 
Laine, Ray McKinley orch, was oke 
$61,000 or near, after nice $73,000 for 
second. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$1.50)—“Henry V” (UA) (3d wk), 
Continues in nice fashion with this 
week helped by Xmas and Friday. 
Stout. $8,000 after $7,000 for second. 
Stays on. House virtually sold out 
a for New Year’s eve at upped 
scale, 


Radio City Mus‘e Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$2.40) — “Good 
News” (M-G) and Christmas spec- 


tacle on stage (3d wk), Finishing 
this stanza today (Wed:) with smart 
$131,000 or over; second was $130,- 
000. While already doing strongest 
business in city, Hall expects sharp 
upbeat starting on fourth stanza 
which begins Thursday (25). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 50-$1.80)— 
“Panic” (Tri-Color) (4th wk). Con- 
tinues in remarkably strong style at 
$7,500, after $8,500 for third, both 
highly profitable; no closing set. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
— “Unconquered” (Par) (11th-final 
wk). Down to about $15,000 on 
blowoff after $17,000 for 10th round. 
“Captain from Castile” (20th) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50)— 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) plus Lanny 
Ross, Senor Wences, iere Bros., 
Beatrice Kraft & Co. topping stage- 
bill. Opens here tonight (Wed.) 
with single show after house being 


shutter all day. Regular sched- 
ule resumes tomorrow (Thurs.). Last 
week, final (3d) week of “Had to Be 
You” (Col) and stageshow headed 
by Connee Boswell, Pitchmen, Jane 
and Adam Digatano, fell off to $35,- 
is after $45,000 for second, very 


hin. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
Tees off straight picture policy here 
today (Wed.) with dual combo of 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (2d run) 
and “Blondie’s Holiday” (Col) (1st 
run). Last week, final six days of 
vaude-films, “Variety Girl” (Par) 
(2d run) and Dave Apollon, Molly 
Picon, George A. Martin. Jack Car- 
ter heading vaude was okay $21,000. 
In ahead, “Desert Fury” (Par) (2a 
run) with vaude headed by James 


Barton, $21,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“My Wild Irish Rose” (WB) with 
stageshow headed by Ink Spots, 
Herbie Fields orch, Frank Marlowe, 
Miriam LaVelle. Opens today 
(Wed.). Last week, “Always To- 
gether” (WB) with Charlie Barnet 
orch heading stageshow (2d wk), 
was dismal $21,000 after sad $29,000 
in first session, both highly disap- 
pointing even for this season of 
year. Initial week was all-time low 
for band policy here on a first stanza. 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
$1.25) — “Know Where I’m Going” 
(U) (19th wk). In 18th session ended 
last Monday (22) night was $4,500, 
while 17th week was $5,000. Con- 
tinues until middle of January, ac- 
cording to present intentions. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70-$1.20) 
—‘“Belle Starr” (20th) and “Frontier 
Marshal” (20th) (reissues) (2d final 
wk). Slipped considerably to $9,- 
000 after nice $14,000 opener. “Fugi- 
tive” (RKO) opens here tomorrow 


(Thurs. ). 
(1,499; 90-$1.50)— 








Warner (WB) 
|“Life With Father” (WB) (19th-final 
| wk). Winding up highly profitab‘te 
run with passably fair $10,000 or a 
bit under; 18th week was $10,500. 
|“Voice of Turtle” (WB) opens here 
; tomorrow (Thurs.). 

| Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
$1.20)—“Capt. Boycott” (U) (3d wk-6 
nx ee Down to very dull $8,000 after 


15888 for second albeit below 
hopes. “The Exile” (U) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 
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Hub in Worst Pre-Holiday Doldrums 


With Town $20,000 Best; ‘Past’ 176 


Boston, Dec. 23. 
Hub remains in the worst pre- 
mas doldrums on record here 
ith nothing much expected until 
ristmas ig oe se = 
( in. This wee @ only film 
ge “Magic Town” 


i any biz is 
oP tie Memorial, and that’s not big. 
Also off are “Her Husband's Affair” 


t the State and Orpheum, “Out of 
ast” at the Met, and vaude layout 
and reissue bill at the RKO. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Jezebel” (WB) and “Slight Case 
Murder” (WB) (reissues) plus Lewis 
& Van, Bob Evans, Lester Cole Debs, 
thers, on stage. Lowest in history, 
17,000. Last week, “Secret Mission” 
EL) plus Tommy _ Dorsey, 
others, on stage, $27,000. : 
Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-65)— 
“Bush Christmas” (U) and “Miracle 
$4th Street” (20th) (reissue). Nice 
bill for this house, but off at $4,500. 
Last week, “Frieda” (U) and “Met 
on Skis” (Indie) (d wk), $2,500. 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 55-$1.20)— 
“Unconquered” (Par) (3d wk). Off 
to $9,000 after $12,000 for last. 
Kenmore (Indie) (700; $1.10)— 


orch 


- “Henry V’ (UA) (5th wk). Finish- 


ing up at $2,500 after $4,000 last 
reek. 
W Memorial (RKO) (2,985; 40-80)— 
“Magic Town” (RKO) and “High 
Tide” (Mono). Good $20,000, way off 
but best in town. Last week “Mitty” 
RKO) and “Lone Wolf London” 
eet} (3d wk), $17,000. 

Metrepolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—‘Out of Past” (RKO) and “Linda 
Pe Good” (EL). No go at $17,000. 


ast week. “Thunder in Valley” 
(20th) and “Out of Blue” (EL), 
$16,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Husband’s Affair” (Col) and “Lost 

oment.” Offish $17,000. Last week 
‘Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (3d 
wk), $15,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 75-$1.20) 
—‘Unconquered” (Par) (3d wk). 
hr bho. = off to $14,000. Last week, 

17,000 


State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)—‘“Hus- 
band’s Affair” (Col) and “Lost Mo- 
ment” (U). Only $8,000. Last week. 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (3d 
wk), $8,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Belle Starr” (20th) sand “Frontier 

arshal” (20th) (reissues). Okay 
boo. Last week, “Mummy’s. Tomb” 

U) and “Mummy’s Ghost” (U) (re- 
issues), $5,300. 


Escape Sturdy 
$17,500, Denver 


Denver, Dec. 23. 

Stores here report record biz cur- 
rently but film theatres are suffering 
their usual mediocre pre-Xmas 
week. “Escape Me Never” looks 
best in two spots, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Lost Moment” (U) and “Railroaded” 
(EL), after week at Paramount, 
Webber. Fair $2,500. Last week, 
“Had To Be You” (Col) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Col) (m.o.), 
$4,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-74)— 
“For Whom Bell Tolls” (Par) (re- 
issue). Sad $8,000. Last week, “Where 
ieere's Life” (Par) (8d wk), fair 





Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—"Es- 
ape Me Never” (WB) and “Chinese 


ing” (Mono), day-date with Es- 
uire. Good $14,000 or less. Last 
eek, “Red Stallion” (BL) and 


“Louisiana” (Mono), $13,000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—"Es- 
ape Me Never” (WB) and “Chinese 
ing” (Mono), day-date with Den- 
er. Good $3,500. Last week, “Red 


tallion” (EL) and “Louisiana” 
(Meno), good $3,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


“This Time for Keeps” (M-G) (2d 
wed Sad $10,000. Last week, big 


«Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
.Husband’s Affairs’ (Col) and 
Devil Ship” (Col), day-date with 


Webber. Fair $11,500. Last week, 
Lost Moment” (U) and “Rail- 
roaded” (EL), $12,000. 

Rialte (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘‘Had 


to Be You” (Col) and “Crime Doc- 
tor’s Gamble” (Col), after, week at 
nver, Esquire, Aladdfh. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, “Bride of Frank- 
enstein” (FC) and “Son of Franken- 
Stein” (FC) (reissues), big $6,500. 

_Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 85-74)—‘Cor- 
§ican Brothers” (UA) and “South 
8g0 Pago” (UA) (reissues). Good 
$11,000. “Last week, “Gangster” 
Mono) and “Bury Me Dead” (EL). 
$10,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—‘“Her 
Husband’s Affairs” (Col) and “Devil 
$9 > (Col), also Paramount. Fair 
aN Last week, “Lost Moment 

) and “Railroaded” (EL), $3,000. 


+ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ..........$2,150,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 199 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 
mw. Y.) . 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$2,139,000 
(Based on 18 cities 162 theatres) 


Cynthia’ Leads 
Mild L’ville, 126 


Louisville, Dec, 23. 

Pre-Christmas business is nothing 
to write home about. “Cynthia” at 
Loew’s State is looking better than 
last week’s “Ninotchka”+ while 
“Gangster” at the Strand is a bright 
spot. Otherwise wicket pace is on 
slow side, and product is run-of- 
mine. Best films are being held 
back for after Chri$Stmas and New 
Years release. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 40- 
60) — “Fabulous Texan” (Rep) and 
“Exposed” (Rep). Fairish $3,500 on 
m.o. Last week, “Walter Mitty” 
(RKO) (m.o.), $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—“Unsuspected” (WB) and “Blondie 
in Dough” (Col). Mild $3,000. Last 
week, “Dark Passage” (WB) and 
“Adventure Island” (Par), same. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60) — “Husband’s Affairs” (Col) 
(2d wk). Nice $7,000 after initial 
week’s neat $9,000, better than antic- 
ipated. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) 
— ‘Black Friday’ (Indie) and “Black 
Cat” (Indie). Fair $4,500. Last week, 
“Abie’s Irish Rose’ (UA), $6,500. 








der in Valley” (20th) and “Roses 
Are Red” (20th). Lucky to get un- 
der the wire with modest $10,000. 


Last week, “Fabulous Texan” (Rep) 
and “Exposed” (Rep), $11,000, and 


m.o. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 40-60)— 
“Cynthia” (M-G) and “Lost Mo- 
ment” (U). Fairish $12,000, some- 
what on the upbeat after last week’s 
“Ninotchka” (M-G) (reissue) and 
“Blondie’s Anniversary” (Col), a de- 
pressed $9,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 40-60)— 
“Gangster” (Mono) and “Joe Pa- 
looka Knockout” (Mono). Sprightly 
$7,500, mebbe more. Last week, 
“Decoy” (Mono) with Louis-Walcott 
fight film, robust $8,000. 


Bad Weather, Pre-Xmas 


Lull Bops Mpls. Badly; 
‘Eve’ $9,000, Desire’ 836 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

There’s apparently no desire to 
waste outstanding product this ses- 
sion since it’s so hard to battle the 
adverse week-before-Christmas in- 
fluence which is aggravated here by 
unfavaroble weather. Which helps 
to explain why the few major new- 
comers incline more to the weak- 
sister category. Best of the lot are 
“Her Husband’s Affairs,’ at Or- 
pheum, and “Christmas Eve” at the 
State. Top holdover looks to be “It 
Had to Be You” at the RKO-Pan. 

Estimates for This Week : 

Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Ex- 

sed” (Rep) (ist run) arid “Swiss 
Family, rung! Bagge ai meee 
Light $1 in jays. st week, 
“Stork Bites Man” (UA) and “Pre- 
tender” (Rep) split with “Under 
Tonto Rim” (RKO) and “Pacific Ad- 
venture” (Col), $1,900 in 8 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600; -70)— 
“Green Was My Valley” (20th) (re- 
issue). Oldie still stacks up well at 
$6,000. Last week, “Unconquered” 
(Par) (3d .wk) (76-$1.20), fair 
$8,000 but giving it big $39,000 for 
roadshow run here. 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Saddle 
Pals” (Rep) and “On Old Spanish 
Trail” (Rep). Mild $3,000. Last week, 
“Driftwood” (Rep), $3,200. 

Lyceum (Murray) (1,700; 50-70)— 
“Wings of Morning” (indie) and 
“Storm in Teacup” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Medium $4,000. Last week, 
“Grapes Wrath” (20th) and “Tobacco 
Road” (20th) (reissues) (2d wk), 
about same. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘Night- 
mare Alley” (20th) (m.0.). air 
$5,000. Last week, “Where There's 
Life” (Par) (m.o.), $5,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400: 50-70)— 
“Desire Me” (M-G).” Dismal $8,500. 
Last week, “Green Dolphin Street” 
(M-G) (2d wk), mildish $13,000 after 
big $18,000 first week. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
| 70) “Husband’s Affairs” (Col). 








—- 


| 
} 4 
praise. 


Rialto (FA) (3,400; 40-60)—“Thun- | 


| Music Box 


D.C. Drags Bottom But 
‘Horse’ Lively $10,000 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Biz has hit bottom with a loud 
thud this week, sinking even lower 
than depressed exhibitors antici- 
pated. General take runs as high as 
35% less than same week last year. 
Best bet seems to be “Ride the Pink 
Horse” at RKO Keith’s, 
crix’ kudos. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80) — 
“Wyoming” (Rep) plus vaude. Only 
$13,000 in 6 days. All Loew bills 
change Wed. this session instead of 
the usual Thursday. Last week, “Pi- 
rates of Monterey” (U) with vaude 
thin $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“Golden Earrings” (Par) (2d run). 
Below average $5,000. Last week, 
“Song of Love” (M-G) (2d run), 
$5,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80)— 
“Ride Pink Horse” (U). Satisfac- 
tory $10,000, with plenty of crix 
Last week, “Walter Mitty” 
(RKO) (3d wk), fine $11,000 thanks 
"to fight films being added. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—‘‘Had to Be You” (Col) (2d run). 
Slim $5,000. Last week, “Doctor 
Takes a Wife” (Col) (reissue), $6,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) (2d wk). 
Tapered off to $10,000 in 6 days after 
neat $18,000 opening stanza. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)—“I 
Love Trouble” (Col Sour $10,000, 
new low for this house. Last week, 
i ‘Jezebel” (WB) (reissue), $11,000. 


\“EARRINGS’ BRIGHT 











Seattle, Dec. 23. 
Yule spending for gifts is hitting 
this city more so than during the war 
years. Sole bright spot is Orpheum 
with “Golden Earrings.” “The 
Swordsman” is passably good at the 


for funeral of John Von Herberg, as 
were all other Jensen Von Herberg 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-70) 
—“Christmas Eve” (UA) and “Son 
of Rusty” (Col). Slow $6,000. Last 
week, “Desire Me” (M-G) and “Philo 
Vance” (EL), $7,000. 

Liberty (J & VH) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Swordsman” (Col) and “Glamour 
Girl” (Col). Good $9,000 in six days. 
Last week, “I Love Trouble” (Col) 
and “2 Blondes, Redhead” (Col) 2d 


wk), $7,000. 

(H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Husband’s Affairs” (Col) and “Last 
of Redmen” (Col) (m.o). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “Fun, Fancy Free” 
(RKO) and “Baldpate” (RKO), (3d 
wk), $3,400. 
Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Green Dolphin” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Good $5,000. Last week, big $8,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Golden Earrings” (Par) and 
“Gentleman Joe Palooka” (RKO). 
Neat $10,000. Last week, “Ride Pink 
Horse” (U), slow $7,300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 
“Fabulous Texan” (Rep) and “Old 
Spanish Trail” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$5,000. Last week, swell $7,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB) and “Fall 
Guy” (Mono). Sad $4,000, all-time 
low at this house. Last week, “Hus- 
band’s Affair” (Col) and “Last of 
Redmen” (Col), fair $8,100. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Body and Soul” (UA) (5th wk). 
Good $4,000. Last week, $5,100. 


‘Round-Up’-Hillbilly 
Revue $14,000, Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 23. 
Biz is generally off here with 
strong entries lined up for a Christ- 
day Day getaway which is figured to 
lift the downtown sector out of re- 
cent doldrums. “The Exile” is thriv- 
ing surprisingly well at Keith's and 
some action is reported also for 
combination of Gene Foe 
Last Round-Up” and a hillbilly stage 
revue at the combo Hippodrome. 
Maryland Theatre Owners voted ‘to 
close down Xmas Eve but this does 
not apply generally to firstruns. 
stimates for This Week 
Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — “Merton of Movies” (M-G). 
Fair $12,000. Last week, “Song of 
Love” (M-G), $13,300. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-70) —‘‘Last Round-Up” (Col) plus 
(Continued on page 20) 








Thin $7,500 in 6 days. Last week, 
“Had to Be You” (Col), good $13,000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Had to Be You” (Col) (m.o.). Blah 
$6,500. Last week, “Slight Case of 
Murder” (WB) and “Jezebel” (WB) 
(reissues), $7,000. wake 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Christ- 
mas Eve” (UA). Light $9,000. Last 
week, “Nightmare Alley” (20th), 
| $12,000. 
| Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 50-55)— 
“Foxes of Harrow” (20th). First 
|mabe showing. .Thin_ $3,000. Last 
| week, “Mother Wore Tights” (20th), 
| $4,500. 
| 





World (Mann) (350; 50-70)—‘Ecs- 
tasy” (Indie) (reissue) (8d wk). Has 
held up well and looks okay $2,000 
this week. Last week, good $3,000. 





thanks to]. 


$10,000 IN SEATTLE | 


Liberty, house being closed Monday | 


“The | $2 





L.A. Waits Arrival of Xmas; ‘Trouble’ 
Sour $14,500 in 4 Spots, ‘Pirates’ Dull 
2416 for 6, Harvest’ Okay 32/56 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Firstruns are reaching for the 
bottom in the current frame but 
expect to have plenty to shout about 
as soon as Dec. 24 is past when new 
bills will flood the town. A dismal 
$200,000 overall total is in sight for 
this session. 

Indicative of the pre-Xmas slump 
is the outlook for the three new 
bills. “Wild Harvest” and “Bill and 
Coo” looks barely passable at two 
Paramount theatres with $32,500. 
“Pirates of Monterey” likely will get 
only a thin $24,500 in six houses. 
“T Love Trouble” is a dismal $14,500 
in four spots. 

Most holdovers also are soft al- 
though “Body and Soul” shapes okay 
$18,000 in four small-seaters in fifth 
frame. 

Estimates for 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“IT Love Trouble” (Col) and “Last 
Round-Up” (Col). Scant $2,500. Last 
week, “Gangster” 
Horse Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk-6 days), 
$1,400. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—“Body and 
Soul” (UA) (5th wk). Near $3,500. 
Last week, $4,000. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 80- 
$1.50)—“Unconquered” (Par) (4th 
wk). Finales at $7,500 in 9 days. 
Last week, $9,200. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 60- 
$1)—“Golden -Earrings” (Par) (2d 
wk). Thin $7,000. Last week, $10,500. 


This Week 


Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Pirates Monterey” (U) and “Bury 
Me Dead” (EL). Faint $2,500 in 9 


days. Last week, “Gangster” (Mono) 
and “Wild Horse Mesa” (RKO) (2d 
wk-6 days), $1,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB) (2d wk). 
Only $7,500. Last week, slight $11,400. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—“Body and Soui” 


(UA) (5th wk). Nice $9,000. Last 
week, $11,000. 
Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 


“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Only $4,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, oke $7,800. 

(861; 60-$1)—“I 


El Rey (FWC) 
Love Trouble” (Col) and “Last 
Round-Up” (Col). Only $2,500. Last 


week, “Gangster” (Mono) and “Wild 


Horse Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk; six 
days), scant $1,300. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85) — 
“Tawny Pipit’ (U) (5th wk). Just 


$1,500. Last week, $1,700. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1)— 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th) and “Two 
Blondes, Redhead” (Col) (2d wk) 
(m.o.). Scant $2,500. Last week, fair 
$4,100. 

Guild (FWC) (986; 60-$1) — “Pi- 
rates Monterey” (U) and “Bury Me 
Dead”. (EL). Slight $2,500. Last 
week, “Capt. Boycott” (U) and 
“Devil Ship” (Col) (2d wk; four 
days), $900. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
60-$1)—“Body and Soul” (UA) (5th 
wk). Down to $3,@00. Last week, 
$3,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Escape Me Never” (WB) (2d wk). 
Slow $6,000. Last week, $9,900. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—‘‘Body and Soul” 
(UA) (5th wk). Just $2,500. Last 
week, neat $3,100. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Pirates 
Monterey” (U) and “Bury Me Dead” 
(EL). Mild $3,000. Last week, “Capt. 
Boycott” (U) (2d wk-4 days) and 
“Devil Ship” (Col) (4 days), slight 
$1,200. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—“Shoe 
Shine” (Indie) (8th wk). Finales at 
$1,500. Last week, $1,900. 

Leew State (Loew-WC) (2,404; 60- 
$1)—“Golden Earrings” (Par) and 
“Blondie’s Anniversary” 
ae Slow $12,000, Last week, oke 

Les Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“Green Dolphin Street” 
(M-G) (4th wk). Closing at $8,000 
in 5 days. Last week, nice $14,000. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— 
“Golden Earrings” (Par) (2d wk). 
Only $5,000. Last week, slow $7,000. 

Marcal (G&S-Blumenfeld) (900; 
50-$1)—“‘Song of South” (RKO) (re- 
issue). Okay $2,500. Last week, 
“Caesar and Cleopatra” (UA) (re- 
issue) (9 days), dull $1,400. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 60- 
$1)—“I Love Trouble” (Col) and 
“Last Round-Up” (Col). Faint $7,000. 
Last. week, “Gangster” (Mono) and 
“Wild Horse Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk- 
6 days), off to $6,700. 

Palace (D’town) (1,226; 80-$1.20) 
—‘“Unconquered” (Par) (4th wk). 
Down to $11,000 in 9 days. Last 
week, good $14,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Out of Past” (RKO) and “Sweet 
Genevieve” (Col) (2d wk). Dropping 
te $9,000. Last week, okay $18,500. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1)— 


(Mono) and “Wild }- 


and Soul” (UA) (5th wk). 


(Col) (2d} ¢ 


500. Last week, “Where There’g 
Life” (Par) (3d wk)-4 days), $3,800, 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 


80)—“Out of Past’ (RKG) and 
“Sweet Genevieve” (Col) (2d wk). 
Slow $10,000. Last week, nifty 
$23 200. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 60-$1)—‘“Pi- 


rates Monterey” (U) and “Bury Me 
Dead” (EL). Slim $4,000. Last week, 
“Capt. Boycott” (U) (2d wk-4 days) 
and “Devil Ship” (Col)(4 days), only 
| $2,000. 

| Studie City (FWC) (880: 60-$1)~ 
| “Pirates Monterey” (U) and “Bury 
Me Dead” (EL). Okay $2,500. Last 
week, “Capt. Boycott” (U) (2d wk- 
4 days) and “Devil Ship” (Col) (4 
days), dull $1,600. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100: 60-$1) 
—"Pirates Monterey” (U) and “Bury 
Me Dead” (EL). Dull $10,000. Last 
week, “Capt. Boycott” (U) and 
“Devil Ship” (Col) (2d wk-4 days), 
skinny $2,900. 

Uptown (FWC) § (1,719; 
— “Gelden Earrings” (Par) an 
“Blondie’s Anniversary” (Col) €@ 
wk). Light $4,500. Last week, slow 
$7,400 

Vogue (F WC) (885; 60-$1)—“I Love 
Trouble” (Col) and “Last Round-Up 
(Col). Only $2,000. Last week, 
“Gangster” (Mono) and “Wild Horse 
Mesa” (RKO) (2d wk-6 days), thin 


$2,000. * 
(2,296; 60-$1)— 





60-$1) 


Wilshire (FWC) 
“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) (4t 
wk). Just $4,500 in 5 days. Las 
week, neat $8,100. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)—“Es- 
cape Me Never” (WB) (2d wk) 
Slim $6,000. Last week, $9,500. 


Road’ Colossal 
~ $25,000 in Ciney 


Cincinnati, Dec. 23. 
“Road to Rio” is rolling to a sen- 
sational week at the Palace, where 
it will hold for a second week or 
longer. Other major spots are marke 
ing time for arrival of Xmas. Open- 
of “Good News” at the Capitol wa 
moved up to Sunday (21) to boo 
biz after “Ninotchka,” .a reissue, 
faded in first half. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100: 50-75)—“Z 
Love Trouble” (Col). Okay $9,500. 
Last week, “Christmas Eve” (UA), 


bright $13,500. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
(reissue). No 





“Ninotchka” (M-G) 
dice and yanked after four days for 
advanced opening of “Good News” 
(M-G). Favorable $7,500 for two 
films. Last week, “Green Dolphin 
Street” (M-G) ‘3d wk), $7,000. 
Grand (RKO)_ (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Jezebel” (WB) and “Slight Case of 
Murder” (WB) (reissues). No come 
plaint at $6,500. Last week, “Gang- 
ster” (Mono). plus Louis-Walcott pix, 
socko $13,000. - 
Keith’s (CI) (1,542; 50-75)—“Body 
Wi 
up run with so-so $3,500 after fa 
$4,500 fourth stanza. - 
Lyric RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Gangster” (Mono) (m.o.) and Louis- 
Walcott fight clips. Mild 
Same last week for “Shoe Shine” 


(Indie). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Road to Rio” (Par). Sensational 
$25,000. Holds, naturally. Last 
“Lured” (UA), moderate $10,000. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“@hristmas Eve” (UA) (m.o.). Fair- 
ish $4,000. Last week, “Out of Past” 
QO) (m.o.) and Louis-Walcott 
films, all right $5,000, . 


Omaha Hits Year’s Low; 
‘Earrings’ $10,000 Tops 


Omaha, Dec. 23. 

Boxoffice has slipped to season 
lows for pre-Xmas session. Para- 
mount, with “Golden Earrings” ig 
only one to make a passably fair 
showing. Brandeis slipped badly 
with reissues of “Jezebel” and 
“Slight Case of Murder.” 


Estimates for This Week 


Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 1-65)— 
“Jezebel” (WB) and “Slight Case of 
Murder” (WB) (reissues). Low 
$6,000, lower than Brandeis has been 
in many months. Last weeke“Escape 
Me Never” (WB) and “Sweet Gene- 
vieve” (Col), . 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
—“Christmas Eve” (UA) and “Cur-~ 
ley” (UA). Light $8,000. Last week, 
“New Orleans” (UA) and Red Ingle 
orch, fair $17,800 at 85c top. : 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 





“Wild Harvest” (Par) and “Bill and#@65)—“Golden Earrings” (Par). Slow 


Coo” (Rep). Fair $19,000. Last week, 
“Where here’s Life” (Par) and 
“Killer Dill” (SG) (3d wk-4 days), 
$6,800 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451; 60-$1)—“Wild Harvest” (Par) 
and “Bill and Coo” (Rep). Nice $13,- 


$10,000. Last week, 
Valley” (20th), $10,200. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100: 16-65)— 
“Widow Wagon Gap” (U) and 
“Spoilers of North” (Rep). Light 
$8,500. Last week, “Nightmare Alley” 
(20th) and “High Tide” (U), $9,200, 
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1948's great comedy Int 
from the studio 
that gave you“The Egg and I” 


Universal-International presents 
A NUNNALLY JOHNSON PRODUCTION 


WILLIAM POWELL 


with ELLA RAINES « arteen WHELAN « RAY COLLINS 
and Introducing PETER LIND- HAYES 


Screenplay by CHARLES MacARTHUR 


"From the Collier's Story by EDWIN LANHAM « Associate Producer GENE FOWLER, Jr, 


Directed by GEORGE S$. KAUFMAN 





“Tip-top entertainment of a 
type audiences haven't had in 
a long time and could stand. 

VARIETY 


“Sparkling satirical comedy 
. . . top-notch.” 
— SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 


“Laugh-provoking satire «. . 
headed for the better returns.” 
~——THE EXHIBITOR 


“Rollicking satire ... Expert 
handling all the way. An eye- 
opening entertainment.” 
~——THE FILM DAILY 


“A delightful romp.,. re- 


deemable at any boxoffice !” 
— MOTION PICTURE HERALD 
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if Winter Comes 
Hollywood, Dec. 20. 


Metro release of Pandro 8. Berman pro- 
Stars Walter Pidgeon, Deborah 


— Angela Lansbury; features Janet 
Leigh, Binnle Barnes, Dame May Whitty. 
pPirected by Victor Saville. Screenplay, 
Marguerite Reberts, Arthur Wimperis; 
pased on novel by A. S. M. Hutchinson; 


camera, George Folsey; score, Herbert Stot- 





ri febster. JTraceshown 
avi, (diter, Ferris Webster +s] 
Dee 17, °47. Running time, 96 MINS, 
Mark Sabr€...sseeceecseece Walter Pidgeon 
Nona Ty bar... cscs ee eee eeenes Deborah Kerr 
Mabel Sabre.....--++ee0++4 Angela Lansbury 
Natalie Bagshaw ...ceee--+ os Binnie Barnes | 
Eifie Bright...-. eR, eee ee ee 
Mrs, Perch. ..+.-++- sees Dame May W hitty | 
Sarab, ‘Low Jibs"... eee eee ees Rene Ray | 
sasecca, “Ligh Jinks’’.... Virginia Keiley | 
Mi WOVLUDE@, 0.2 ee eee wees Reginald Owen | 
Aly. TWYMINR.. 2.0 - cere eee ee ceed John Abbott | 
—" >is yal ..Rhys Williams 
40) 2.) 

bel Tvbar Hueh French 
Tiny Wilson Dennis’ Hoey 
M: " Pett igre w . “se = Nicholas Joy 
The COVONOCN....ereeeere Halliwell Hobbes 
Mr: Varig. ..cseevcees : ..Vietor Wood 
Freddie Vercl ...Hugh Green 
Harold Twyning lam Wethered 
co an e Mourakel 0 " Mc-Givene 

“If Winter Comes” shows its age 
and seems headed for mild box- 


office reception. First made by Fox 
in 1923. plot has been brought up to 
World War II, but still is localed- in 
an English village. Pandro S. Ber- 
has given it the usual Metro 


man ro | 
production polish but results will | 
depend greatly on value of cast 


names, which will give it some initial 
momentum. 

Static tale opens just before Euro- | 
pean hostilities and méanders 
through a story of the plight of Mark 
Sabre, a good man who is nearly de- 
stroyed because of his goodness. 
Only mild interest is generated by | 
Victor Saville’s direction of the Mar- 
guerite Roberts-Arthur Wimperis 
script and Walter Pidgeon’s perform- 
ance as Sabre is spotty. In lighter 
moments he pleases but when more 
dramatic scenes come he misses. 

A. S. M. Hutchinson's novel is a 
long time geiting to its main action 
and contrivances used fail to carry 
much punch, Climax is the ccroner’s 


hearing to establish whether the 
pregnant girl being cared for by 
Sabre «committed suicide or was 


poisoned by the hero. Sabre, writer 
of school books, loses his good name, 
his job and a wife he doesn’t love 


when he insists-on caring for the 
girl, but goodness wins out in the 
end, indicating he will find happi- | 


ness in another love. 

Deborah Kerr, as Pidgeon’s real 
romance, comes off okay in the his- 
trionics. Angela Lansbury gives a 
consistent characterization that reg- 
isters as Pidgeon’s wife. Janet 
Leigh continues to show promise as 
the young girl who gets herself in 
trouble. Binnie Barnes, a village 
gossip. Dame May Whitty, Rene Ray 
and Virginia Keiley, two delightful 
servants, Reginald Owen, John Ab- 
bott and Rhys Williams are among 
others showing up capably. 

George Folsey’s camera work and 
the Herbert Stothart score lend some | 
assisiance. Editing is rough. 


Brog. 
Intrigue 
(SONG) 
United Ariisis release of Sam Bischoff 


(Star Films) production. Stars George Raft; 
features June Havoe, Helena Carier, Tom 
Tully. Directed by Kdwin 1. Marin. Screen- 
play, Barry Trivers and George Slavin, 
based on original by Slavin; camers, Lucien 





Andviot; editor, George Arthur; music. 
Louis Forbes. Tradeshown N. ¥., Dec. 19, 
"47. Running time, 90 MENS, 
ee ee ere are George Raft 
Tamara Buranoff.........0..-.3¢ June Havee | 
SG RUM. os. vik cs becevd Helena Carter 
MNOS -WGTOWN, 6s dadessciccessss 20m Tohly 
OE er re cccccccess. Murvin Miller 
OF EOE EY P Don Seymour | 
PMO v5 50 accgessneeehassess Phillip Abn | 
Mike... paella oy cee% 60% 4' Jay C, Flippen | 
ED aN ais cls tts Nps bie dae 43 Mare Krah | 
Hotel Clerk,....... buen ee ewi-e’ Charles Kane | 
Miss Car bs ebeeesseccess nna Boling 
Captain Masters...... eee Michael Visaroff | 
Newspaper Mditor.........- ...Peter Chong 


Ling. . 


| 

Producer Sam Bischoff must be a | 
faithful reader of the “Terry and 
the Pirates” comic strip. “Intrigue,” 
his latest George Raft starrer, has 
characters that might have come 
directly from the strip, including a 
sexy dragon lady, American fliers 
and a Chinese locale. In addition, 
though, the picture has most of the 
corny cliches usually associated with 
such adventure films. As a result, 
it will appeal to straight adventure 
fans of all ages, meaning that gross- 
es should be feir in minor first run 
situations, 

With the exception of Raft, who's 
still a good draw, “Intrigue” has 
little to offer in the way of marquee 
lure. Film has June Havoc in her 
second major screen assignment 
(first was “Gentleman’s Agreement”) 
but she’s still more a legit than a 
film name. Miss Havoc, incidentally, 
has the dragon lady role as a White 
Russian leader of a black market 
Outfit. Part is far beneath her tal- 
ents as an actress and, while she 
handles it in good style, it’s mostly 
an opportunity for her to parade 
across the sereen in a series of 
ultra-revealing gowns. In other 
Words, a one-woman fashion show. 

Similarity between “Intrigue” 
and “Terry” doesn’t necessarily mean 
that George Slavin, whose original 
Story formed the basis of the screen- 


i style of 


| role. 


| shows 


| Roy 
| novel, “The Double Take,” draws a 


|in putting all the 





Diay, got his ideas from “Terry.” 

anner in which Bischoff cast and | 
ented the picture, however, is sure | 
‘© conjure up remembrances in 
anybody who's ever read the strip. 


tory has a timely quality which 
erally compensates for its trite- 
‘*Ss, dealing as it does with the’ 


pep eutpens black market in Shang- 
ai. 


Raft is seen as a former Army 
flier who was unjustly tossed out of 
the service on charges of flying con- 
traband material during the war. 
Disillusioned, he joins torces with 
Miss Havoc to clean up in the black 


market, despite the pleas of his best | 


friend, a newspaperman who's try- 
ing to the 


expose illegal crews. 
When the reporter puts the finger 
on Miss Havoc, she has him mur- 
dered, which brings Raft to his 
senses. He throws open the black 
market warehouse to the starving 


Chinese and, in an actionful climax, 
discovers it was Miss Havoc who 
stored the contraband on his plane 


worker, who’s been around the pic- 
ture most of the time. 

Under the uninspired direction of 
Edwin L. Marin, Raft is his 
wooden, laconic self even in some 
intended tender scenes with a group 
of Chinese orphans. His particular 
thesping, though, is okay 
for pictures such as this, Miss Havoc 
looks sufficiently sexy to lend the 
correct amount of intrigue to her 
Helena Cartér makes a prom- 
ising screen debut as. the social 
worker, and Tom Tully as the news- 
paperman, makes the most of what 


are probably the corniest lines in 
the film. Marvin Miller and Dan 


Seymour are properly menacing as 
the insidious black marketeers, and 
former nitery comic Jay C. Flippen 
ws well in a minor role. 
Bischoff handled the medium- 
budgeted production okay. Sets are 
neatly exccuted and look authentic. 
Lucien Andriot’s work is 


pattern for private detective heroes 
and spins its involved melodramatics 
at a good pace. Production polish is 
excellent and film will fulfill all 
aims in majority of situations as 
okay diversion. 

S. Sylvan Simon produced and di- 
rected under 
Productions. His handling of more 
or less standard ingredients of the 
whodunit gives it a lightness and 
fast pace tlYat pleases, and wherever 
called for suspense is punched over. 

Franchot Tone is the glib private 
eye seeking to trace background of 
a politician’s wife for her husband. 
Huggins’ screenplay from his 


lot of red herrings across the hero’s 
path and hasn't taken too much care 
factors together 
for the finale. 
air 
and 


to his work 
aids 


that gets attention 
in keeping things on the 


| move as he sorts out the clues, suf- 


fers a couple of rugged beatings and 
makes eyes at the ladies. 

Janet Blair is one of the nicer red 
herrings that Tone encounters as he 
tracks down an elusive femme. Janis 
Carter, Adele Jergens and Lynn 
Merrick are others making his work 
more pleasant. and more involved. 
Glenda Farrell, not seen often in 
films of late. gives welcome flip 
touch to her role as Tone’s secre- 
tary. Steven Geray. John‘ Ireland, 
excellent as tough hoods, Tom Pow- 
ers, Tone’s client, Sid Tomack are 
— others lending capable sup- 
po 


Lensing by Charles Lawton, Jr., 
is. topnotch and other physical 
values measure up. Film is a bit 
overlength at 93 minutes and could 


be trimmed. Brog. 
Bill and (vee 
(COLOR-SONGS) 
Republic relenvse of Ken Murray produc- 


tion. Stars Geerge Burton's Love Birds, 
Curley Twiford’s Jimmy the Crow. Directed 
by Dean Riesner. Screenplay, Royal Fos- 
ter and Riesner, based upon an idea from 
Ken Murray's ‘‘Blackouts'’: camera (Tru- 
color); Jack Marta: songs, David Buttolph, 


Lionel Newman, Foster. DeSyiva, Brown 
& Henderson: music, Buttelph; musical 
director, Newman: editor, Harold 
Tradeshewn in N. Y.. Dec. 2, “47. Run- 
ning time, 61 MINS. 
Ken Murra) 
George Burton 
Flizabeth Walters 


“Bill and Coo” is easily the year’s 
most novel film. With a cast com- 
posed entirely of birds, picture is 
charged with originality, sentiment 
and a compelling tenderness result- 


ing in a ton quality entry for the: 


family groove. The kids will love 
it—and bring their mamas. Whether 


usual | 


the label of Cornell ; 


Tone gives a pleasant | 


Miniature Reviews 

“If Winter Comes” (M-G). Re- 
make must depend on star names 
to attract. 

“Intrigue” (Song) (UA). 
George Raft, June Havoc, in trite 
adventure story; should do okay. 

“I Love Trouble” (Col). Neatly 
paced whodunit for top -half of 
| the bill. 

“Bill and Coo” (Rep). Highly 
original all-bird film geared for 
the family trade. 








“Heading For Heaven” (EL). 

; Stuart Erwin, Glenda Farrell in 
| farce; strong support for duals. 
“A Woman’s Vengeance” (U) 

| Grim but Ossing melodrama 

of murder and revenge that 
| should click with the femmes 

“Volpone” (French) 

French-made ver 


piece; § 


during the war. She's killed acci- 
| dentally and Raft winds up in the | 
arms of a beauteous young social 


engi 


Excellent 
of classic 
lid sureseater fare 

“Beauty and the Beast” 
(French). Jean Cocteau fairy- 
tale should do well in art houses. 

“For You I Die” (FC). Mild 
melodrama for supporting book- 
ings. 

“Cavalleria Rusticana” 
(Italian). Simple, appealing 
story based on w.k. opera yarn, 
good art house draw. 


ion 


Stage 








| it will pull at the b.o. is a poser. 
| Word of mouth should help and 
quite possibly will overcome resis- 


tance in the more sophisticated sit- 


camera uations which may be too blase for 
good, as is Louis Forbes’ score. Ann | an “all-bird” film. 
Wynn is spotted in one short se- Aside “from | pclae tn which 
quence to sing the film's title song. Fi i wind ‘Ker ave air New % bird 
whose writers are not identified. eer = :' G iad B “aon ye re 
eee oe Stal. | age, picture is entirely confined to 
the activities of the feathered flock. 
I Love Trouble But don’t let Murray's amusing pre- 
| Plead -— |fatory remarks of “we’re making a 
; ' Hollyw ood, Dee. 20. picture with birds—it’s murder!,” 
Pree ree ‘dit lied te teed Wease Pransaes’ mislead you. It may . have abeen 
Tone, Janet blair: features Janis Carter, | tough on the production end, but 
Adele Jergens, Glenda Farrell, Steven Ge-| the finished product undeniably re- 
ray, Tom + wers, Sereenplay, Roy Hux- | flects painstaking care, 
camera. Charles Lawten dr edie ’ai | Wholehearted credit should be be- 
Clark. At Vogue, Hollywood, Dec. 18, '47. | Stowed upon Burton for the admir, 
Seoning 1 . 9% MENS. 7 ; oa j able and realistic job he’s accom- 
a ae ee pe eee ae ‘plished in putting the birds through 
Mrs. -Caprillo... csc ciiccede: Janis Cartey , their paces. The warblers’ thesping 
Boots Nertor......ceccecess- Adele Jergens | contributions are superb. Fred 
A ze RS Bre Gienda Marre! Malatesta’s ingenuous sects also rate 
ea sep TES ia aaa sedate eye ticras | plaudits inasmuch as the film's entire 
Mrs. Jolinetos. ......0000.. Lenn Merrick | Yarn takes place in the village o 
Reno John Lreland Chirpéndale, mounted on a 30 x 15 
— ey aE Donald — foot table. 
John eg imprille vuurde ‘ia elli ‘. 
Lieut Quint “1 ee Raheet m ———. Story’s built around life in Chirp- 
b REDS is Gy has ov a eegcs Raymond Burr | endale, a model village housing sev- 
Sharpy tsa ssseseeeeeees Fudie Marr) eral. hundred birds. It -has_ its 
owe ~ yng ag = 4 Space | “birdway.” a theatre, shops, hotels, 
v2 ’ a ai me eom®”’ etc. Feathered inhabitants’ daily ex- 
“I Love Trouble” follows popular ‘stence is threatened by an arch- 


fiend, Jimmy the Crow. He's a fear- 
some menace until lovebird 
' courageously bags him in-a trap. 
Best sequences are a fire scene 
where Bill, a volunteer fireman, 
|; mounts a ladder to rescue his vis-a- 
vis. Coo, from a burning. hotel as 
well as a circus scene where dozens 


Bill } 





A Woman’s Vengeance 
Universal release of Zoltan Korda pro- 
duction, directed by Korda. Stars Charles 
Boyer; features Ann Blyth, Jessica Tandy, | 
Sir Cedri« Hardwicke, Mildred Natwick 
Screenplay, Aldous Huxley; camera, Rus- 
sell Metty: editor, Jack Wheeler: musie, 
Miklos Roza. Previewed Dec. 15, ‘47. Runs 

ning time, 95 MINS, 

Henry Maurier..........e¢:: Charles Bove 

BOP «5:6 ee ek dod to Boe bh 0 65.66-43-424 Ann Blyth 
Janet Spence. .....cserecccven Jessica T nds 

De. Libbard........- Sir Cedric Hardwicke 

Nurse Braddock........-.Mildred Natwick 

General Spence... ccrccees Cecil Huraphres: 

Robert Lester: ...csccescesets Hugh Freneh 
Kmily Maurier. ..-.s...++. tachel Khempsonu 
tO ee a Perr Pot Valerie Cardcw 

COPOMSIM s cues 's 0 sed. eeu tee< Carl Harbord 
Prosecuting Counsel John Williams | 
| Wirst Warder........cess Leland Thodgsen 
Maisey Ola Larruine 
MeNabb Harry Cerding 

| “A Woman's Vengeance” lives up 


to its title and should attract femme 
| ticket buyers. It’s a highly polished 
talky melodrama that = engrosses 
even without high tension suspense 
Cast very able and performances 
are top caliber, adding to interest in 
unfoldment of the grim tale of mur- 
|der and revenge. 
| .Production and direction by Zol- 
'tan Korda is smoothly valued to} 
| make the most of the Aldous Hux- 
| ley story. Yarn is given a lift where 
| needed, particularly in earlier 
| quences. and Huxley's philosophical 
| platitudes do_ not bore because of 
|}eapable handling by players and 
| director 


Is 


se- 


| Cast lineup, headed by Charles 
Boyer is hand-picked talent that 
answers every demand of the plot 

Story concerns arrest and trial of 
Boyer for the poisoning of his in- 

valid wiie. Although innocent, the 
chain of ci.:cumstantial evidence | 
places him in the shadow of the 


callows from which he is reprieved 
by a last-minute breakdown of the 
real murderer. 

Femme angles are strong, dealing 
as they do with a love-starved spin- 
| ster willing to murder for romance 
;and to send a man to the gallows 
when her love is unrequited. Jessica 


Tandy scores decisively as_ the 
femme who wreaks vengeance on 
Boyer when her love is spurned. 


| It’s a standout performance. Boyer 
is another who points up his work 
for most favorable reception. Ann 
Blyth 
tirl who marries Boyer aiter his 
| first wife's death. Mildred Natwick, 
|} mentally warped nurse who’s Miss 
| Tandy’s tool for vengeance, is good. | 
| Sir Cedric Ilardwicke makes much | 
of his. assignment as the doctor who | 
uses psychology to gain a confession | 
| of murder from Miss Tandy. Rachel | 
'Kempson, the invalid wife, Hugh 
French and others are good. | 
Korda has given film a _ polished 
mounting with realistic English lo- | 
,cale, ably lensed by Russell Metty. | 
| Latter’s camera is a major aid in} 
| proceedings, as are settings and art | 
direction. Brog. 


| 


Volpone 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Siritzky release of De 
tion. Stars Harry Baur, 


De France produc. | 
louis Jouvet. Di- | 


rected by Maurice Tourneur. Screenplay, | 
Jules Romains and Stefan Zweig; adapted 


from Ben Jonson's play, 
Marcel Delannoy. 


“Volpone'’: music, 
Previewed in N. Y¥., Dec, 


| married woman. 


clicks strongly as the young | 


i: 
' 





trinkets, one of them even offering 


Holly wood, Dec. 19. | his virtuous wife as a playmate. The 


; 


‘rape miscues, a furore follows and 
Volpone is pinched for violating a 
He pushes the in- 
when he 
{names Mosca as his heir and has 
himself declared dead in order to 
confound his enemies. Upshot is 
that Mosca stops playing flunkey 
and turns the legally dead Volpone 
linto the street without a Venetian 
dime. 


itrigue too far, however, 


| Baur, usually seen before his 
death in heavy y tragic roles, ex- 
hibits here another range of his 
talents. As Volpone, his buffoonery 


and lechery mingle with an animal 
intelligence for a sharp portrait of 


a comic personality. Louis Jouvet, 
as Mosca, almost steals the picture 
with his smooth and enigmatic per- 


formance. As the trio of competitors 
for the inheritance, Fernand Ledoux, 
Jean Temerson and Charles Dullin 
are excellent. Two femmes, Marion 
Dorian, as a courtesan, and Jacque!- 


ine Delubac, as the bartered wife, 
add their charms to a film full of 
Herm. 


wit and surprises 
Beauty and the Beast 
(FRENCH-MADE) 


Lopert Films (ins association vith Digse 
in Int'l) release of Andre Puulve produce 
m Features Jean Marais, Josette Day. 
reenplay and direction by Jean Cecteau, 
from story by Mme. Leprince de Beaumont. 
Music, Georges Auric; cumera, Henri Ale- 
wn: Knglish titles, Irving Drutman l"ve- 
viewe N y De th ij Running time, 
90 MINS, 
\venoni 
The Beast } ..cccccceceesss Teun Marals 
‘ Prince 
es |} eee ce Ter PTT eer. ow mg 
lhe Merehant......e.6. .Mareel Andre 
Adelaide Mila Parely 
TOL. cheats cavosnee ras Nane Germon 
Ludovi ‘ . Michel Auclalr 
(In French; English Titles) 
This Jean Cocteau erench film is 
ja fairy-tale—for grownups. It is 


islow-moving and quite obvious, but 
on the other hand it has the charm 
of simplicity, and a good deal of 
imagination. This version of the 
| beauty-and-the-beast legend, and its 
}Cinderella story switch, inay be a 
| little grisly at times for the kiddies, 
but adults will see its fine points, 
lIt’s a good art house draw. 

Cocteau doubles director and 
|scripter, in an original version of the 
wellknown story of the maid who 
transforms a beast into a prince by 
her love for him. Dialog is poetic, 
whi'e English titles are sensitively 
transposed. Direction has style and 
mood, and. a_ professional touch 
amidst the poesy. 

The story has a simple maid going 
to live with a beast-in a forest castle 
as sacrifice to save her father’s life. 
Her ambitious sisters treat her like 
a slavey, but after she’s become lady 
of the castle, try to get rich through 
her. The girl defeats their purposes, 
and regenerates the beast, through 
her love, and the young pair finally 
go off to be rulers in a magic land. 
the delicate hands of Cocteau 


as 


jand an excellent cast, this yarn be- 


comes palatable. Early scenes inthe. 
forest castle are gruesome, with 
candelabra held out from the walls 
by human hands, with human heads 
breathing fire from statuary, with 


18, "47. Running time, 105 MINS. i 3 
of birds show their skill-in tight rope} Volpone........--........2.6... iarry Baur | the beast wearing makeup that 
| walking, the slide for life, aerial | Mowa...-........0.006. ++++,.-Lauis Jouvet | would seare the Hunehback of Notre 
work, ete. Producer Murray accom- nda Be. ee asl poor § an ,Dame. But they are also fascinating, 
panies the footage throughout with Teltehe. ovens cidecdetash es: > -SORe ‘Temerson | as well as in such moments when the 
{an explanatory narration. Jack | Leone.........c..ce0...0/ Alexandre Rignault | Maid visits the castle, and seems to 
Marta’s expert Truecolor lensing | Corbaccio.....- Moikinscitsoen Charles Duilins float through it rather than walk. 
| dresses this ornithological achieve- | CON") *--------6 Jacqueline Delubie There are many other such intriguing 


ment in firstrate fashion. 


Heading for Heaven 


Eagie Lion release of George 


1 duction. Stars Stuart “Erwin: fentures 
Glenda Esrrell, Russ Vineent. Lrene Ryan, 
Milburn Stene, George O' Lianion, Directed 


| hy Lewis D. Collins Screenplay, Lewis D. 
| Collins, Oscar Mugge: based on play by 
| Charles Webb, Daniel Ereown. camera, 


Marty Cohn. Pre- 
‘47. Running time, 


George Robinson: editor, 
viewed in N. Y., Dec. 11 
45 MINS. 


S BEOUIT o0 80 cc cvicedeste Bae'se tees Stuart Erwin 
PMc: ss va oka nee oehomnecrs Glenda Farrell 
Swami bs bebe cb be egceheay>> Ross Vincent 
BiG Sic desdoccepoesoastcoers Irene Ryan 
a). ee ea a ..Milburn Stone 


BIVIRG 2. ce dc ce vcesicccivess George © Hanlon 


Bamie 2. cc cccecccccecesoces .. Janice LL ae 

RTs 6 oSots eco cuesebtsceses tnInh Hodges 
ode L ocaadt aheshot hep ose Diek Elliot 
PMddie........ Jedeetas sass Charles Williams 
Doctor... ccccscccccccceecs> Selmer Jackson 
Professor .....-ccccecseceeeeeecs Harry Tyler 
OO een er Ben Welden 
“yey PeeePOre erates i te Betty Weet 





“Heading for Heaven” isea fluffy 
comedy that never pretends to be 
anything more than a lesser item. 
It’s strong support for twin setups. 


the marquee lures. 

Familiar story of a realtor’s drive 
te develop a residential development. 
Stress is placed on a swami's crystal- 
balling and Erwin’s fear that his 
days on earth are numbered. He 
gets a mistaken medico’s— report 
which predicts his death within three 
|months. When his clothes are fished 
‘out of a creek, Erwin is erroneously 
| mistaken for a suicide. High farcical 





Minter. | moment comes when Erwin appears | 


‘in the flesh at a seance to contact his 
i departed spirit. 

Erwin is fine as the realtor. Miss 
|Farrell is convincing as his flighty 
i wife who dotes on handsome swamis. 


Janice Wilson is attractive. while 
Irene Ryan makes something of a 
maid role. Best supporting parts 
are played by Russ Vincent, Mil- 


burn Stone and George O’Hanicn. 


permits the action to lag. Wear. 


Muoskoy pro- | 


Stuart Erwin and Glenda Farrell are ; taste. There’s an attempted rape — 


Lewis D. Collins’ direction seidom | 


—_— 
(In French; English Titles) 
With typical yet always surprising | 
|lack of inhibition, the French have 
made this film version of “Volpone” | 
as a broad and igs. romp that | 
will go over solidly with the sure- | 
seater trade. Solely on the basis of | 
the credit lines, this offering gets | 
off to a flying start. A team of | 
prominent novelists, Jules Romains | 
and the late Stefan Zweig, has faith- 
fully fashioned the adaptation from | 
Ben Jonson's respected, but rarely | 
played classic, while two of France's 
foremost actors, the late Harry Baur 
and Louis Jouvet, head the cast. 

This film is played in tongue-in- | 
cheek operatic style that has the 
cumulative effect of a running gag. | 
The comic tone completely pervades | 
the pic from the super-lush Venc- | 
tian settings and costumes .to the | 
thesping, which is superbly balanced 
on that fine edge separating high 
theatre from ham. The cast is equal | 
to the job. 

With this farcical air, the pic gets 
away with lots of hijinks which in | 
other contexts would appear in bad | 











‘scene, a dousing of a gondolier sere- 
nader with a chamber pot and other | 
mentions of unmentionables, but it’s 
all done in a spirit of good clean 

|fun, Gallic Style, that’li melt the 

‘cold tip of a bluenose. Unfortu- 

j nately, the ribaldry is only dimly 

i shadowed in the washed-out. atro- | 
ciously spelled English subtitling 
(done in France). 

, The yarn is spun out of pure 

skullduggery, being an Elizabethan’s 

comment on humanity’s avarice and 
itreachery. Volpone is a nouveau 
riche merchant of Venice who hasn't 
any scruples in adding to his for- 
tune. With the help of his agile- 
minded flunkey,. Mosca, he masquer- 
ades as being dangerously ill in or- 
der to collect gifts from a trio of 
equally disreputable characters who 
are being egged on by the illusory 
|} hope of becoming his heir. 

Vvying ior ihe immense prize, 
‘trio ply Volpone with guldens and 


the 
tit 


or touching bits, to show Cocteau’s 
clever or artistic hand. 
_ Josette Day, who did such a nice 
job in “The Well-Digger’s Daughter,” 
does a better one here, and looks 
more beautiful. Jean Marais is ex- 
cellent in a triple-threat role as 
beast, prince and the maid’s country’ 
lover. Supporting cast is also good. 
Pic is a mrodest-budgcter. Camera 
work is artistic, in keeping with di- 
rection, plot and performance. . 
Bron. 
For You I Die 
Hollywood, Dec. 13. 
Film Classies release of Robert Presnell, 
Sr.-John Reinhardt (Arpi) production. Stars 
Cathy Downs, Paul Langton; fesiures 
Mischa Auer, Reman Bohnen. Directed by 


Reinhardt. Original serecnplay, “I’resnell, 
Sr.: camera, William (lothier: editer, Jason 





Bernie. Previewed Dec. 12, ‘47. Running 
tune, 76 MINS. a, 
Hope Novak........ Fosbvae te Cathy Downs 
Jobuay Coulter... csee...--... Voul Langton 
Alec Shaw....... ihe deed 56% Mischa Aver 
Sroitts ¥ eseseee..- Roman’ Bobnen ~ 
GOOPHIS. 066. Feat Fbb e's vet ds Jane Weeks 
Mugeie Dillom.s:...s. eoe-++---Marion Kerby 
DGuion...ccedevdaseeccecccs + Meee «RISD 
Gruber. ape ere ee erer. loon Hlarvey 
JOrry .2 -dacempesess<se Charles Waldron, Jr. 
Pf RGs dcaesne cease tlineeaes Rery Mallinson 


“For You I Die” has all the ele- 
ments needed to fulfil! release inten- 
tions but misses cause of inept 
handling. It’s a first try for Arpi 
Productions, releasing through Film 
Classics, and co-producers Robert 
Presnell), Sr., and John Reinhardt 
have achieved okay physical values 
for small budget and fast shooting 
schedule. 

Reinhardt’s heavy-handed direc- 
tion clouts over tearjerker elements 
and puts the players through their 


, paces in ten-twent-thirt style. Pres- 


nell’s screenplay poses problem of 
escaped convict who’s reformed by 
love for a girl he.meets at a tourist 
camp while hiding out. Basically, 
story is okay for the market but 
needs more dialog smoothness. 
That Cathy Downs and Paul Lang- 
ton in the leads. manage to generate 


(Continued on page 22) 
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reclaimed: “Best Picture in years!”—wWalter Winchell 

beclaimed: “Movie of the Week!” —Life Magazine 

beclaimed: “Picture of the Month!” —Literty 

‘i eclaimed: “Should be seen and seen again!” —Howard Barnes, Herald Tribune 

i seclaimed: “Movies gain a new honor!” —Archer Winsten, Post 

| | 3s heclaimed: “Climax to a lifetime of movie-going!”—Alon Cook; World-Telegram 


eeclaimed: “T ask that everyone see it!”—Louella Parsons 





-leclaimed: “Those responsible for it can take a deep bow!”—Hedda Hopper 





_ beclaimed: “Has no rival for Academy Award!” —£isa Maxwell , 














7th WEEK 
MAYFAIR, New York 
7th WEEK 
APOLLO, Chicago 


Additional Premiere 
Engagements New Year’s Day 


LINCOLN, MIAMI, 
CAMEO— Miami 


PALACE—Los Angeles 
BEVERLY —Beverly Hills 
J. P. HARRIS— Pittsburgh 
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Norwegian Headache May Ease For 


U. S. Distribs in “48 Deal Pending 





Washington, Dec. 23. + 


American film distributors may 
come out far better in the Nor- 
wegian market than presently ex- 
pected, according to informed Wash- 
ington sources. Norway has been one 
of the headaches abroad, due to 
that country’s shortage of dollar ex- 
change, and there has been fear that 
Hollywood films might be cut out 
there entirely because of the lack of 
funds to transmit to the U. S. 

This, it is understood, is the deal 
expected to be worked out with Nor- 
way, which will permit some flow 
of dollars from that market: 

1. U. S. will be able to take out 
in dollars at least-70% of the 1947 
earnings of its pictures. Norway 
may permit an additional share to 


be held locally within that country | 


as a reserve for ‘possible future 
transmittal if conditions improve. 


2,On U. S. 1948 film earnings, | 
Norwegians would allow the equiva- | 


lent of 1,000,000 kroner worth of dol- 
lars ($200,009) to be transmitted to 
the U. S. In addition, the dollar 
equivalent of another 1,000,000 


kroner would be transmitted in four | 
during | 
| pecially for the purpose of signing | 


annual equal installments 
1949-52. 
- 3 Other royalties due to U. S. 


companies could be held by the 


jocal branch distributors in Norway | 


for operating expenses there. How- 
ever, this mone¥-would not be avail- 
able for conversion into dollars at 
any time. 


FABRIZZI PACTED FOR 
ARGENTINA BOOKINGS 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 16. 
Aldo Fabrizzi, noted for the priest 
role in “Open City,” has been signed 


and legit work in Argentina in 1948. 





|today (16) and in Buenos Aires Dec. 
18. 

Guaranteed started as a distribut- 
ing setup during the last two years 
of the war, when there was a scar- 
city of pix for release. They distrib- 
uted reissues on a big scale and 
netted so much coin that early this 
| year they went into the production 
}end. Their pact with Fabrizzi is the 
first big deal they®have pulled off in 
linking talent for the teeoff in that 
line, ° +. 

} Lux-Mar-Film, distributors of 
“Open City,” disclaim any share in 
engaging of Fabrizzi by Guaranteed. 
Dave and James Cabouli, Guaranteed 
prexies, made the trip to Italy es- 


| 


talent and studying technical angles 
| for their production activities. 





Sul Hopeful On 


- 5. Finally, U. S. would get the| 


same treatment as given to other 
foreign countries. In other words, 
the normal ratio of flow of pictures 
into the country would be main- 
tained even though the number of 


pictures would be restricted. Thus | 


U. S. would maintain control over 
the major portion of the Norwegian 
market. 


Autan-Lara Starts New 
Squabble Over ‘Diable, 
- Seeking $8,000 Damages 


Paris, Dec. 16. 





Claude Autan-Lara, who as direc- | 


tor of “Diable au Corps,” gave pro- 
ducer Paul Graetz plenty of trouble, 
claims that he has not been given 
sufficient screen credit and claims 
$8,000 damages. 

The special angle in the case is 
that Lara has had to reverse his at- 
titude in order to sue. The difficul- 
ties during the making of this pic- 
ture stemmed from his claim that as 
director, he had the right: to con- 
sider himself the producer’s junior 
partner, and could interfere in pro- 
duction executive matters. To this 


_ end he enlisted the help of the di- 


rectors and scenarists guilds. It was 


decided at his instance that they | 


were not employees but production 
associates. The case was never 
settled definitely, and due to the 


Czech Impasse 


Although it appeared that the 


' 


another heavy blow with the col- 
lapse of Czechoslovakian negotia- 
tions last week, Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn. execs are not ready to be- 


lieve that the talks will not be re- 
vived, They are awaiting a full re- 
port from Irving Maas, MPEA v.p. 
and general manager, who was 
| slated to return to New York from 
|Prague yesterday (Tuesday). 

} 





Negotiations for a renewal of the 
| MPEA’s pact with the Czechs are 


|reported to have flopped over a de- | 


|mand that revenue from Czech pic- 
tures shown in the U. S. must equal 
ithe income of American pietures in 
| Czechoslovakia. 


| Since there are few €zech pix! 


|made that are suitable for showing 
| here and the playing time for them 
|is next to nothing, the demand made 


ito Maas by Lubomir Linhart, direc- | 


tor of the nationalized film industry, 
'is considered virtually preposterous, 
|Linhart argued that 10 Czech films 


‘should be able to gross as much as | 


80 American films because of larger 
audiences and higher admission 
|prieges in the U. S. 

A one-year contract with the 
|Czech monopoly expired in October. 


by Dave Cabouli, of Argentina’s | 
Guaranteed Pictures, for film, radio | 


|Italian actor is due in Rio de Janeiro | 


American film ¢industry had taken | 


weakness of the French administra- | Twenty-two of the 80 pix thus ac- 





George Archibald 


(Managing Director, Inde- 
pendent Producers, Ltd.) 


writes 


“British Need Those 
Yank Pix’’ 


e @& 


an editorial feature 
in the upcoming 


French Protest U. 





LONDON LIKES ‘LARRY,’ 
PANTO ‘CINDERELLA’ 


London, Dec. 23 
“Happy As Larry,” an amusing, 





42d Anniversary Number 





ad |the Criterion last Tuesday (16). 
VARIETY |Transferred from the Mercury, it 
ARIETY | was splendidly received and will at- 
N itract speeialized audiences on the 

a Out Soon P 








strength of its original tryout suc- 
| CeSS. 


; > | In the week’s other opening, “Cin- 

French Film Production | derella,” a beautifully-mounted pan- 

? ae. tomime, preemed at the Casino Sat- 

For 48 Looks Limited urday (20), Produced by Emile Lit- 

. | tler, work stars Carole Lynn in the 

To About 35 Pictures title role. Both Miss Lynn and 

comedian Arthur Askey scored suc- 
cesses, 








French film production in the 
coming year may result in the com- 
pletion of no more than 30 to 35) 
pictures, foreign film distributor 


* é 
Andre Lelarge declared last week Austria Coin Cut 
following his return from a six- 


month stay in France. He attributed 
this low turnout estimate to lack of 


bank financing, power shortages and | Hurts Perf rmers 
high production costs. Upped over- | 0 
head, in no small way, reflects wage | 
demands of some of the top stars | 
who are asking as much as 7,000,000 Migrant native performers and 
francs ($58,000) per picture. even artists who seldom stray from 
Lelarge scouted published reports | home are discovering the disadvan- 
that the French government was |tages of not maintaining a bank ac- 
considering an export “bonus” onj}count. Minister of Finance has ruled 
dollar earnings of Gallic film pro-|that cash currency is to be devalued 
|ducers. Plan called for the govern- | by two-thirds. Ukase, however, does 
ment to award film-makers twice | not effect schillings held in bank ac- 
the amount of francs’ for their dol- | counts before Nov. 12, insasmuch as 
lars as the official rate of exchange | these savings wijbe exchanged at 
permits. This, the film importer felt, | par. 
was “absurd” inasmuch as the gov-; Authors Assn. already has pro- 
ernment itself would be stepping |tested the Finance Minister's action 
into the currency black market by/in a _ strongly worded statement 
such a move. Furthermore, other | pointing out the injustices of the 
| export industries 
{similar benefits. 





Vienna, Dec. 16. 


| affected by the devaluation are Her- 


| While abroad Lelarge acquired | mann Leopoldi, who drew top pay | 


U.S. distribution rights to two films | in cash at the Simpl in November. 
| produced in France during the war. | Now it’s reduced, to one-third of its 
Comedies, both made by U.S.C.P.,| original face value. Other perform- 


air ; ca | 
are “Inevitable Mr. Du Bois and/ers in the same gredicament are 


“Florence Is Crazy” (“Florence Est | hoping for a last-minute adjustment. 
Folle’). Remake rights to the for-| In the last few days before the 
mer picture have been optioned to | change to the new schilling, amuse- 
undisclosed American interests. | ment spots did a rushing business. 
There's also a possibility he may | Meanwhile, theatre owners associa- 
handle American distribution of|tions have decided to retain the 
Sacha Gordine’s recently completed | present admission scales even 
“Dede of Antwerp,” which deals | 
with the underworld of that Bel- 
gian city. 


IRISH CINEMAS’ (RANK 





drastic cuts will have to be made in 
the near future. U. S. film rental 
money is little affected by the deval- 
SUBSID) PROFITS UP uation since these sums are paid 
on separate account and, in addition, 
Dublin, Dec. 19. the receipts before Nov. 12 are not 
Net profits of Irish Cinemas, Ltd.,| in cash° and therefore keep their 
| one of the J. Arthur Rank interests | value. 
jin Eire, for the year ending Aug. 31 ‘ 
| was $215,252, compared with $185,- 
| 884 in 1946, according to report just 
issued here. Balance, after taxation, Korda Gets Manchester 
is $142,020, against $127,464. 
Dividends of 6% in preference 





mock-tragic Irish fantasy, bowed at | 


would demand | decree. Among those who have been | 


though it’s quite obvious that cash | 
money will soon be scarce. How- | 
ever, certain trade sources feel that | 


S. Indie Imports 


Are Blocking Playdates of Own Pix 


Paris, Deo. 16. 

Flood of U. S. indie - produced 
film imports here has roused pro- 
tests from the local film industry 
which claims that an agreement 
with the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America regulating picture imports 
is not being observed. However, 
it’s being pointed out that the seven 
MPA member companies abide by 
their quota of about 124 dubbed 
pictures they are permitted to bring 
in annually, and that those actually 
responsible fer the glut of Ameri- 
|}can product are French importers. 

Despite the fact that French dis- 
tributors, who buy Gallic releasing 
rights for U. S. films direct from 
the smaller producting companies, 
are largely to blame for blocked 
playdates for domestic pictures, the 
French official picture administra- 
{tion continually disturbs American 
exchanges here with one complaint 
after another. Known as Centre 
tion is du Cinema, the organiza- 





tion is headed by Michel Fourre- 
Cormeray 

Pinpricking of American film 
firms by Cormeray’s group goes on 
even though its squawks are often 
contrary to the Byrne-Blum accord. 
Furthermore, such protests are 
;}usually not withdrawn until the 
MPA appeals to diplomatic channels. 
Some sources consider that the at- 
titude of the picture administration 
can be linked to the fact that M. 
Geger, a Communist, is Cormeray’s 
chief adviser. 
| Recent ukases considered unrea- 
sonable were ‘the refusal of the 
| government to grant import permits 
on U. S. pictures more than two 
| years old as well as a ban on the 
|} exhibition of original versions with 
| French subtitles in more than 15 
'situations. American Embassy: has 
| protested these discriminatory orders 
to the Foreign Ministry so as to 
;compel Fourre-Cormeray to rescind 
| them. 





U.S. Pix Cornering Iran 
Market With $1,000,000 
Take; Block Book Irks 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

American films are grossing about 
| $1,000,000 annuall in Iran Persia) 
and have by far the largest share 
of the market there, according to 
|U. S. Department of Commerce. 
However, the block booking system 
on our pix is objectionable .to some 
exhibitors who are looking for a 
|larger share of European pix. 
| Instead of getting percentages, our 
pictures are sold outright to local 
distributors who, in turn, lease out | 
the prints for what the traffic will 
bear. We average about $1,500 a pic- 
ture royalty right, with the Egyp- 
tians getting $1,600 (top draw); 
French get $1,200, and the British 
and Indians $1,000. The Russians 
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tion in handing down a decision the 
producer had to submit to the re- 
quest or else the picture would not 
have been completed. This time, 
Autan Lara is acting in a different 
sphere (the court which adjusts dif- 
ferences between employers and em- 
ployees) and claims only the latter 
so as to be in a position to sue. 

The picture was produced here in 
cooperation with Universal which is 
distributing it. 


SWISS FIRM COMPLETES 
GERMAN-MADE ‘MARKED’ 


Zurich, Dec. 16. 





a The Praesens production about 


European children has just been 
completed and received the final title 
of “The Marked” (“Die Gezeich- 
naten”). Cast includes U. S. players 
Aline MacMahon and Montgomery 
Clift, Czech Metopera singer Jar- 
mila Novotna and a young Czech 
boy, Iwan Jandl. Most of the shoot- 
ing was done in Germany, with the 
assistance of the U. S. Army and the 
International Refugee Organization. 
This is the first full-length produc- 
tion done by a foreign company in 
Postwar Germany. 

“The Marked” will be spoken al- 
most entirely in English and will 
run with German-French subtitles 
in Switzerland. A special version 
will be made in Dutch. Picture will 
have its world preem simultaneously 
in Zurich, New York and Holland 
the end of January. Director Fred 
Zinnemann and producer Lazar 
Wechsler, who worked on pic a 
Year, are due in the U. S. Dec. 24, 
On the Queen Mary. 


quired have not been used up as 
|yet. They will be shown. Pact gave 
ithe nine U. S. companies which 
|comprise the MPEA 65% of all ad- 
missions realized. 

Loss of this market would be an 
‘especially hard blow, since it is one 
of three of the 13 countries with 
|which MPEA deals that remits dol- 
| lar payments. 

In addition to the as yet unplayed 
MPEA films, the Czech monopoly 
has 18 recently purchased from 
U. S. independents. When they are, 
gone, U. S. execs believe negotiations 
will be resumed, since it is not be- 
lieved that pix from Russia—with 
which Czechoslovakia is now closely 
allied—will keep theatres alight. 





Earl-Manager Asks State 
Aid to Save Irish Legit 


Dublin, Dec. 19. 
The Earl of Longford—impresario 





of Longford Productions; a_ rep} 
company operating in Dublin’s Gate | 
Theatre—has called on the _ Irish | 
government to finance the theatre | 
“in a big way.” “We want a really 
| good national theatre, subsidized to 
|pay its actors well, and that could 
|produce plays as they should be 
| done,” he said. 

Longford added that, apart from | 
the Abbey, at least one other theatre | 
in Dublin should be subsidized, and | 
there should be state aid to enable 
the theatre to be taken all over the 
country. He concluded with the 
warning that “the government will 
have to do something or the theatre 
will collapse.” 





i 
| 
| 
| 
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shares and 10% on ordinary shares 
are being paid, with $97,544 carried 
forward to next year, compared | 
with $96,652 brought forward from | 
last accounts. 

Retiring directors Maurice Elli- 
man (vice-chairman) and Horace 
Moore were reelected to the board. 








Current London Shows 


L6éndon, Dec. 23. 

(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“All Over Town,” Playhouse (9). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty's (8). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’sm (29). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (35). 
“Blind Goddess,” Apollo (3). 
“Canaries Sing,”’ Garrick (5). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (17). 
“Crime of Foley,” Comedy (24). 
“Dark Summer,” St. Mart. (2), 
“Dr. Angelus,” Phoenix (21). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (30). 
“Fly Away Peter,” Fortune (20). 
“Happy As Larry,” Crit. (1). 
“Here, There,” Palladium (38). 
“Honor & Obey,” Saville (5). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (29). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (19), 
“Macbeth,” Aldwych (2). 
“Never Can Tell’ Wynd (12). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (30). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (34). 
“One, Two, Three,” Yorks (15). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (6). 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales (41). 
“Present Laughter,” H’ym’kt (36). 
“Private Ent.,” St. James (5). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (7). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambass. (86). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (36). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (11). 


| at Market Street and Oxford Street, | try. 


rent on a percentage of profits so 

Houses as Showcases that their royalties are less.’ : 
London, Dec. 16. Country, says report, has about 60 

Harry Buxton has concluded a theatres. Twenty-seven of these 
deal with Sir Alexander Korda to are in Teheran, whose film audience 
lease two of his Manchester theatres, | outnumbers all the rest of the coun- 
Seating capacity of theatres 
as a show case for London Fim Pro-| averages 800 to 900, while’ the 
duction.s Deal, involving around| capacity in the provincial theatres 
$500,000, calls for two years’ lease| averages about 300. Tabriz, second 


at $4,000 with option of another year 
to follow. 


shown will be “An Ideal Husband,” 
the Oscar Wilde comedy starring 
Paulette Goddard, which opens Jan. 
18 and will run concurrently at 
both houses. Second pic will prob- 
ably be “Bonnie Prince Charlie,” 
starring David Niven. 

Korda is interested in acquiring 
other theatres and this contract may 
be forerunner of the new longrun 
policy of British films to fill the gap 
made by the lack of Hollywood im- 
portations. 


‘Duel’ Wins Second Round 
In North Ireland ‘Scrap’ 


Dublin, Dec. 19. 





Ireland battle over “Duel in the 
Sun” has gone to Selznick through 


dling the picture here. Last week 
a midnight session of Londonderry 
Corp. gave it an okay. 

Now the Police Committee of Bel- 
fast Corp.—after viewing the pic— 
has passed it for showing. Catholic 
opinion is heavily against “Duel” 
and efforts are to be made in North- 
ern Ireland Parliament to have it 





“Worm’s View,” Whiiehaii (34). 


banned by the Ministry of Home 
Aliairs. 


First of the Korda product to be 


Second round in the Northern | 


local reps of Pathe who are han-, 


_largest city, has four theatres. 





AUSSIE EQUITY MAY 
NIX OLD VIC TOUR 


Sydney, Dec. 23. 
Aussie Actors Equity may boycott 
the Old Vic Co. tour headed by Sir 
Laurence Olivier. Equity, follow- 
|ing a recent edict, says only 25% 
imported talent is permissible in 
| this country. Balance must be local. 
| Alternative to the mooted ban 
would be for whatever management 
plays the Old Vic troupe to find em- 
| ployment for local artists who would 
be displaced during the Vic troupe’s 
jtour. Ban may also be escaped if 
| the Vie troupe played in non-legit 
houses. Whether cinemas would be 
used is a moot point. 

Equity is also 
changes 





insisting that 
be made in the Cicely 


Courtneidge unit “Under The Coun-. 


ter” due to open in Sydney Dec. 
27 under Williamson-Tait manage- 
ment. quity wants more home 
talent employed. Also the displace- 
ment of one imported British femme 
with only four words to speak. Hal 
Alexander, secretary of Actors 
Equity, and Harold Bowden, Wil- 
liamson-Tait, gen. mgr., will huddle 
to prevent a show stoppage 
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UA’s Brief Sees Exhibs' Legal Victory 


A Destructive’ Force for Entire Biz 


United Artists sees the ultimate 
destruction of the industry in a del- 
uge of anti-trust actions brought 
by aggrieved exhibs unless the U. S. 
Supreme Court upsets the current 
findings and decree drawn by the 
statutory court. In its now com- 
pleted brief for the Supreme Court, 
UA flatly declares: “The flood gates 
are open. Under this decree the 
entire production and distribution 
side of the motion picture industry 
is doomed to destruction, as no in- 
dustry can survive the flood of dam- 
ave suits that theatre operators have 
begun and are bound to institute.” 


Since entry of the decree, brief 
adds, heavy litigation has been 
brought on minimum admissions, 
clearance, runs, franchises and the 
failure, or lack of failure, to recog- 
nize the rights of old customers. In 
these instances, through depositions, 
exhibs are endeavoring to establish 
practices complained of with the 
hope that the decree, plus some evi- 
dence of local situations, may estab- 
lish a prima facie case. “The statu- 
tory court and these litigating ex- 
hibitors overlook the fact that no 
theatre can survive unless it has 
motion pictures to exhibit,” UA as- 
serts. “If this decree remains noth- 
ing can save the distribution busi- 
ness.” 

All Little Three briefs take pains 
to stress the dividing line between 
the theatre-owning Big Five and 
themselves. If there be monopoly, 
Universal states, it’s the “abuse” of 
great business powers (the Big Five) 
and a “mere distributor” must kow- 
tow tothe weight of economic 
forces. Such practices, tagged 
monopolistic by the statutory court, 
as minimum prices, clearances, runs 
and franchises were fixed by the Big 
Five and U, xeleasing only 1/25th 
of the total product had to conform 
with these practices to meet compe- 
tition. 

Franchises 

As for longterm franchises, U was 
forced to seek them as its substitute 
for theatre ownership. Rather than 
issue an injunction against it to re- 
strain making of franchises, the 
Supreme Court should enjoin the 
theatre circuits from demanding 
them. 


Both UA and U claim that the 
lower court took the wrong slant 
from the uniform pattern of clear- 
ances and runs. Such a develop- 
ment was a natural outgrowth of the 
nature of the film biz, it’s argued. 
Each distrib had to meet the best 
clearance and run terms offered by 
his competitor if it intended hold- 
ing on to its accounts. Naturally, 
this ‘development dictated uniform- 
ity of terms. 


In its attack on ‘private suits, UA 
states: “These countless treble dam- 
age suits have been instituted by 
exhibitors who now feel that the 
decree gives them opportunity for 
a windfall. The amounts demanded 
in these suits already instituted ag- 
gregate. many millions of dollars 
damage, a staggering amount for 
eight members of an industry (and 
especially United Artists), already 
hard pressed because of increasing 
trade barriers and confiscatory tax- 
ation threatening to bar their prod- 
ucts from the market of the world.” 

‘Argument is not intended, UA 
says, as a plea to permit a defend- 
ant to escape the penalty prescribed 
for unlawful conduct but rather to 
point out.the consequences of a rul- 
ing of conspiracy. Courts should 
be doubly reluctant to declare a 
practice or contracts unlawful with- 
out the actual facts before them. 
Where, as in this case, it’s said, such 
a decree was handed down without 
such an inquiry, the Supreme Court 
shouldn't allow it to stand. 


Not Price-Fixing 

UA Sees no price-fixing in mini- 
mum admission contracts used by it. 
Distinction is made between sale of 
an article and the current’ case 
where a copyrighted work is merely 
licensed. As for roadshows, failure 
of the court to provide for them “is 
a complete disregard of the property 
rights of the producer of this type 
of picture.” 

Statutory court's attempt to initiate 
@ new way of selling pix is hit hard 
in the brief. Court is not authorized 
to prescribe affirmative ways of do- 
ing business, it claims. That would 
be the business of a legislature, not 
the judiciary. What's more, the de- 
cree would upset the traditional 
control of sales which indie pro- 
ducers have under the UA setup. 

Categorically, UA also contends 
that the court erred in holding fran- 


chises illegal; directing UA to dis- 
regard the rights of its old custom- 
ers; as well as the right to select its 
own customers; in restraining clear- 
ance “reasonably calculated to pro- 
tect UA’s revenue; in finding UA 
acting in concert with other defend- 
ants; and in holding the company 
had violated anti-trust laws. 

Brief was prepped by Edward C. 
and George A. Raftery.and Arthur 
F. Driscoll, all of O’Brien, Driscoll, 
Raftery & Lawler. 





Col’s Brief Hits 


Bidding, Ban On 
Block-Booking 


Washington, Dec. 23! 

Columbia blasts away at two of 
the decree’s ‘selling strictures—the 
ban on block-booking and competi- 
tive selling—in its brief, filed here, 
last week. As for the other pro- 
visions, Col. thinks it can do busi- 
ness with them on the books. 

Brief declared:: “The appellants 
claimed below that ‘block-booking,’ 
|as the term is known in the motion 
picture industry, is nothing more or 
less than licensing all or part of a 
season’s product of motion pictures 
in advance; and that the testimony 
on the trial showed clearly that 
there was no ‘tying-in’ of pictures 
or conditioning the. licensing of one 
picture upon th icensing of an- 
other picture or another group of 
pictures; that the Government had 
signally failed to prove any such 
‘tying-in’ or conditioning, although 
a producer and distributor of mo- 
tion pictures had as much right to 
sell all or part of his seasons prod- 
uct in advance as a manufacturer of 
shoes or soap; that, economically, 
it was necessary to the appellants’ 
existence to aperate in that manner. 

“The decree, th effect, tears this 
industry apart, and holds illegal 
practically every custom and usage 
and every type of contract which 
has crystallized over a period of 30 





years. Appellants have not appealed 
from the restraints upon pooling 
agreements, franchise agreements, 
minimum admissions prices, etc., be- 
cause they feel that they can suc- 
cessfully operate their business in 
spite of those injunctive provisions. 
They have appealed, however, from 
two things: (1) The injunction 
agginst block-booking; and (2) the 
imposition of so-called competitive 
bidding, or,-as we prefer to call it, 
the provisions for auctiori-selling. 
Those two provisions of the decree, 
if sustained- by this court, would 
work incalculable injury upon the 
appellants. 

The brief continues that it may 
not be any hardship upon the five 
majors to sell singly but that the 
smaller companies must be able to 
sell the season’s product at one time 
through “economic necessity.” It re- 
minds also that when the Federal 
Trade Commission found block-book- 
ing illegal, the practice was upheld 
on appeal to the Second Circuit 
Court. Attacking competitive — or 
auction—selling, Columbia said in 
the brief: 

“The court below was without 
jurisdiction to regulate or prescribe 
the manner in which appellants may 
license their pictures for exhibition. 
For all purposes appellants are re- 
quired to put their pictures upon 
the auction block. That is not the 
function, nor is it within the power 
of an equity court sitting in a Sher- 
man anti-trust suit. 


Joe Schenck 


Continued from page 5 = 


atre circuit after the deal was prac- 
tically completed. Julian Levi, coun- 
sel for Miiton Reynolds and Robert 
Lippert, claimed that UATC was the 
‘front for Spyros and Charles Skou- 
ras and eventually Golden State 
would be transfered to the UA sub- 
sid, Skouras Theatres, Inc. 

While UATC is not a party to the 
film consent decree, Spyros Skouras 
is president of 20th-Fox and Charles 
Skouras heads National Theatres, 
owned by the film company. Depart- 
ment nixed the deal and Naify then 
;bought out his partners for a re- 
perted $8,000,000. UATC was ready 
to pay about $12,000,000. 








M-G Joins 4 Other Majors 
In Suing Exhibs on % 


Fraud action against Jesse L. 
Stern, Abram H. Levy, their asso- 
ciates and exhibitor companies con- 
trolled by them was filed in N. Y. 
federal court Friday. (19) by Loew’s, 
Inc, Suit charges them with making 
false boxoffice returns on percent- 
age pictures during the period start- 
ing in December, 1941, and up to 
present time. Similar actions were 
filed recently against the same de- 
fendants in N. Y..supreme court by 
Paramount, 20th-Fox and Warner 
Bros., also charging them with 
fraudulent under-reporting on the 
playdates. 

All complaints charge that many 
of the statements on gross admis- 
sion receipts, made during the period 
in question, were fraudulently and 
intentionally false; also that they 
were incorrect and disclosed sub- 
stantially less in gross receipts than 
had actually been received. Com- 
plaints also alleged that all of the 
distributors, in relying upon such 
fraudulent statements by the de- 
fendants, were induced to agree to 
lower rental terms for flat rental 
pictures as well as percentage films. 

Complaints ask exemplary or 
punitive damages in addition to the 
amounts of which the distribs were 
allegedly deprived by fraudulent fig- 
ures. 

All actions were filed by Louis 


Krim, as attorneys for Loew's, Par, 
20th-Fox and Warners. Paramount 


complaint asks $15,000 damages, the 
20th-Fox, for $35,000 and WB, for 
20th-Fox, for $35,000, and WB for 
the customary Federal Court form, 
requests that the damages be ascer- 
tained. 





Barter System 


Continued from page 5 





English films will gross less than 
$4,000,000 here in 1947. The five 
major circuits would be the 
only mechanism through which 
greater playing time could be 
promised and any agreement 
among them might be construed 
as conspiracy to jump the anti- 
trust laws, it is said.) . 
Wilson expressed regret that no 
solution to the 75% tax impasse had 
come out of the session last week 
between Fayette W. Allport, the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn’s London rep, and 
Sir Wilfred Eady, second secretary 
of the British Treasury. Allport 


later expressed agreement, stating 
that the situation-had not changed 
materially from that of last August. 





Spotty Brit. Biz 


against 10-12 months for a Yank ef- 
fort. 


Unpredictability of British films’ 
boxoffice power in the U. S. is an- 
other phenomenon which has con- 
stantly cropped up to bewilder sales 
execs, it’s noted. While experienced 
distrib toppers can gauge the earn- 
ing potential of an.American film 
after it’s played a certain requisite 
number of first-runs and _ subse- 
quent-run houses, no such possibility 
has been open with the British pix. 


Can’t Lick Lesser Playdates 


“A British film can go great guns 
in the big cities and then fall flat 
on its face when it gets into mid- 
dling-sized towns.or neighborhood 
houses,” one experienced distribu- 
tor of the infports said. “Then, 
again, we constantly find that a Brit- 
ish film will do excellently in one 
large situation and, for no accounta- 
ble reason, die in similar spots 
throughout the country.” Sales execs 
say they’ve abandoned any attempt 
to predict what the. films would do. 


Advertising difficulties are posing 
/a real problem .in the attempt to 
build U. S. audiences. There’s a 
feeling that the just-right formula 
has yet to be found and that im- 
ponderables of selling in the sticks 
have remained unsolved. A real 
dent has been made in cosmopolitan 
centers but the progress in the 
hinterlands has been far from re- 
assuring. , 

Possible promises of affiliated cir- 
cuits to build British revenues, not- 
withstanding, those in the know feel 
that itll take a minimum of five 
years before British pix can do any- 
thing approximating the take of a 
Yank equivalent; The thought is 
that if American distribs agree to 
settle the British tax quarrel on an 
offset basis, they'll still be faced 
with a prime poser in how to win 
ever U. S. patrons in the hinter- 
lands to a mass attendance. 











Nizer of Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & } 





Real Offensive on Chiseling Exhibs 


“During the past year distributors claim to have been short-changed 
about $10,500,000 on percentage rental returns.frdm some exhibs. To 
make up that claimed loss in the future, distribs are planning to carry 
the battle to the home front in any suits filed. Action will be brought 
in the city where the short-changing is claimed, with local attorneys 
to handle case. Distribs believe that this ‘will be a factor in prevent- 
ing further losses. Number of suits were filed in the past year but 
an even greater number are reported to have been stalled. 

With foreign market a doubtful factor in the future, distribs believe 
that coin lost on percentage deals will be a big help in stabilizing 


domestic returns to balahce foreign t= 


Theatre Owner Thinks H’wood Should 
Consult Exhibs on Public's Tastes 





Hedy, Cummings Team 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Hedy Lamarr will costar with 
Robert Cummings in “Let’s Live a 
Little,” United California Pictures 


film for United Artists. Cummings, 
Eugene Frenke and Philip Yordan 
head U.C.P. : 

Edwin Blum is screenplaying from 
Albert Cohen-Jack Harvey original. 





‘Castile’ 


Continued from page 7 
nabe circuit at the 75c-$1.20 


‘Agreement’ Not Titled 


Decision to let “Castile” go at reg- 
ular admission prices was preceded 
by 20th’s release of “Gentleman’s 
Agreement,” its third top film of the 
year, at no increase in scales, It’s 
reported that production chief 
Darryl F. Zanuck demanded the 
price boost for the picture, his only 
individual production of the year. 
Because of hypoed opposition from 
exhib organizations throughout the 
eountry to the policy, however, 20th 
prexy Spyros Skouras was adamant 
that prices not be boosted. 


Further evidence that 20th gave 
in to exhibitor demands in deciding 
to release “Castile” at regular prices 
is seen in the speech made by Skou- 
ras at the recent testimonial dinner 
to Allied prexy Jack Kirsch. Em- 
phasizing 20th’s reasons for asking 
advanced ,admission, Skouras de- 
clared that 20th would have to earn 
$8,750,009 on “Castile,” which was 
lensed in Technicolor, just to break 
even. With so much money tied up 
in the picture, it’s believed unlikely 
he would have consented to the 
change in policy unless it was dé- 
cided that was the best way to get 
that money out fast. a 

In line with this, it’s recalled that 
Metro sales veepee William F. Rod- 
gers has retained a strict ban 
against seeking boosted scales for 
any Metro top-budgeter. Carey Wil- 
son, producer of “Green Dolphin 
Street,” wanted to have prices ad- 
vanced for that film but was turned 
down by Rodgers. At regular prices, 
“Dolphin” is figured to gross $5,000,- 
000 for Metro on the basis of re- 
turns to date. 

Smith so far has obtained 221 day- 
and-date key city openings for “Cas- 
tile” for Christmas Day, including 
the Broadway Rivoli and four down- 
town Los Angeles houses. Film is 


still being sold as a 50-50 deal but 
exhibs, believing it will hang up 
strong grosses, are finding no fault 
with that part of the contract. 





L. of D.—Tele 


Continued from page 1 


said a deal is now in the works and 
should be wrapped up soon. Earliest 
of the films is “Henry VIII,” first 
released in 1932, while the most re- 
cent are such films as “Jungle Book,” 
“Thief of Bagdad,” “Lady Hamil- 
ton,” etc., all of which have played 
on Broadway as reissues during the 
last year, 

Legion, which was organized to 
serve as the Catholic church’s re- 
viewing board for films, has never 
touched radio. If it gets into tele, 
it will mark the organization’s first 
entry into one of the film industry’s 
allied arts. Fact that it’s strictly a 
film reviewing body would preclude 
its reviewing live tele shows, at least 
under the organization’s present 
method of operation, it’s believed. 

Recent wave of activity among 
tele broadcasters to establish their 
own code of morals for all program- 
ming, meanwhile, may offset the en- 
try of outside cénsorship bodies into 
the medium. 


scale 
and ran into many complaints from 
customers and exhibs alike. 


* Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 


Fed up with what he considers 
poor product from Hollywood, Har- 
old Chesler, a member of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Utah and 
So. Idaho, poses the question, “Why 
can’t a consultation board be ap- 
pointed by some organization or pro- 
ducer to get the reaction on pictures 
before they are made? We surely 
can tell a producer that ‘Moss Rose’ 
will not be successful &fter the ex- 
perience we had on “The Lodger’ and 
others of the same type.” 


Chesler outlined his views in a 
letter to R. H. Poole, executive 
secretary of the Pacific Coast Con- 
ference of Independent Theatre 
Owners. The PCCITO topper felt 
that the proposal merits careful at- 
tention of industry production 
leaders, so that Hollywood “will be 
able to meet not only the postwar 
trend of thinking, but also the eco- 
nomic demand so apparently ex- 
pressed in present living conditions.” 

In his letter Chesler says he has 
noticed that his patron’s have be- 
come “restless” and “quite con- 
cerned about the type of pictures we 
are playing. I feel that it is time 
that I tell the producers what’s 
wrong.” Contending Hollywood has 
lost the “pulse of the public,” the 
exhib opined that the recent cycles 
of war, aviation, psychological, 
heaven and now “gutsy” films are 
“over the heads of most of the 
patrons.” 


Anyone who studies past per- 
formances should know that certain 
pictures have limited b.o. and en- 
tertainment values, Chesler em- 
phasized. Citing some examples, he 
asks why make a “They Won't Be- 
lieve Me” when “The Stranger” 
failed to click? Exhib noted that 
20th-Fox scored with “Mother Wore 
Tights” and “I Wonder Who's Kiss- 
ing” but felt that “Moss Rose,” “Kiss 
of Death” and “Late George Apley’ 
from the same studio were no b.o. 
bargains. 


In summing up his theories, Ches- 
ler declared that “Hollywood is ob- 
viously on the wrong track in 1 
pictures they are turning out, and 
feel a voice from the wilderness 
should be raised not in protest, but 
in offering help to straighten out the 
muddle. After all, a theatre is de- 


pendent on Hollywood for the pic- 
ture, but Hollywood must realize they 
are dependent upon the exhibitor for 
their funds to carry on.” 









‘Angilo-U. S. 


Continued from page 3 


okay from the British society while 
the Legion cracked down in the 
U. S. with a condemned (C) rating. 
Explanation is that in Britain thé 
public knew that the Anglican nuns 
depicted in “Narcissus” were not 
Catholics while confusion on that 
score was much more prevalent 
here. 


In the past no form of communi- 
cation or cooperation took place be-. 
tween the two groups. Understood 
that Father Masterson has requeste 
a system whereby each order wil 
advise the other on intended action 
on films as they are screened after 
completion in studios. Abbot Upson 
is prepared to go along with the 
American group on that basis. 


Basic difference in operation, hows 
ever, may stymie anything more 
than communication on pix between 
the two orders. British society Tee 
views all pix and includes them in 
a report to parishioners but has 
never, to date, condemned any film. 
It’s function is to recommend films 
which the Church believes particu- 
larly satisfactory. 

Liaison between the two groups 
has been in the air for some time. 
British organization now swaps in- 
formation and opinions with nu- 
merous continental Catholie film 
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The powerful best-seller is now a dynamic screen romance! 
It is the most eagerly-awaited picture of years coming to 
your patrons from its brilliant World Premiere engagement 
at Radio City Music Hall and backed by a far-reaching 
ticket-selling magazine, newspaper and radio campaign. 


When dynamic Spencer Tracy as proud, impetuous Cass 
meets lovely Lana Turner, as Jinny, the girl from the other ‘, 
- side of town, there’s electric drama in the air! Suave Zachary | 
> Scott is their best friend who falls for Lana too, in the ex- 
- plosive, romantic picture M-G-M has made of the Sinclair 
Lewis famed novel! 


SPENCER 
TRACY’s 
greatest role 
as “Cass” who 
wooed "'Jinny’”’ 
(LANA 
TURNER) 
—a girl 

_ from the other 
side of town! 














ERT Re Et 


M:G:M presents 


a TRACY * LANA TU RN ER 
ZACHARY SCOT ile Ma Yo, 


TOM DRAKE - MARY ASTOR - ALBERT DEKKER 


Scroan Play by Donald Ogden Stewart» Adaptation by Donald Ogden Stewart and Sonya Levien ~ Based on the Novel by Sinclair Cows 
Directed by GEORGE SIDNEY - Produced by ARTHUR HORNBLOW, JR. 
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Mpls. 


Ends 10-Year Building Ban: 
- OKs Two New Nabes, One in Error 


» 





Minneapolis, Dec. 23. % 


North Central Allied has failed 
in its efforts to prevent new theatre 
construction here and, for the first 
time in more than 10 years, the bars 
are being let down to permit addi- 
tional houses. 

ity council has granted a permit 
and license to Nathan Shapiro, for- 
mer night club owner, to build and 
operate a new neighborhood picture 
theatre. It was indicated that other 
applications, now expected to pour 


in. will be considered individually 
on their merits. 

S. D. Kane, North Central Allied 
executive counsel, and Martin G. 
Lebedoff. a member of the inde- 


pendent exhibitors’ body, appeared 


at the city council’s license com- 
mi‘tee public hearing on the Shapiro 
application. They asked retention 


of the 10-year city regulation bar- 
ring any more new theatres here. 
They argued the city is already 
overseated and that new showhouses 
would not be in the public's inter- 
ests. With the return of normalcy, 
they contended, exhibitors will find 
tough sledding and tkeir investments 
wi'l be jeopardized if more com- 
petition in the field is allowed. 
Residents of the neighborhood in 


which the theatre will be built, | 
along with business interests and 
youth leaders, supported Shapiro. 


They asserted the theatre will help 
to combat juvenile delinquency in 
the section. 

The city council members were 
surprised to find that, inadvertently, 


they also had granted a permit to | 


H. L. Griffith te build a new neigh- 
borhood house in another part of the 
city. Now, however, they’re trying 
to undo the action by a “round 
robin” petition. Also, they point 
out, they haven't acted on a license 
to operate the ; »posed new thea- 
tre. 

Griffith, who has been trying since 
1937 to obtain his permit and has 
made repeated applications since 
then, says he'll not accept any such 
informal rescinding action .and, if 
necessary, will carry his fight into 
the courts. 





Drive-In for Gainesville, Texas 


Gainesville, Texas, Dec. 23. 

Work has been started here by 
L. C. Dennis on his new Hi-Ho Drive- 
In theatre, which he expects to 
have completed about April. 

Spot will be patterned after one 
being operated by C. D. Leon be- 
tween Sherman and Denison. 





New Atlantic Beach House 
Raleigh, Dec. 23. 
The Roda, new theatre being con- 
structed in Atlantic Beach by A. G. 
Cooper and associates, will have a 
capacity of 700. It will be used for 
movies, stage productions and, in 
season, as.a convention hall. 
Opening is set for about Jan. .1. 





Building So. Cal. String 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Weststates Theatres, Inc., new ex- 
hib company, headed by .Terry 
McDaniel and Judy Poynter, ob- 
tained government okay to start 
building a string of film houses in 
Southern California. 

McDaniel was formerly with Fox 
West Coast and Poynter owned the- 
atres in Arizona. ‘ 


George Langbart Exits 
Randforce for Own Chain 


George Langbart has resigned as 

district supervisor of the Randforce 
circuit to go into exhibition on his | 
own. 
Henry Rosenberg, closed this -.k 
with Samuel Cummins for the pur- 
'chase of four theatres in Norfolk 
‘and Portsmouth, Va. He takes over 
| the first of the new year. 
Houses. passing title are the Pix 
land Fairnrount, Norfolk, and the 
|Port and High, Portsmouth. The- 
| atres will be renovated and a change 
in playing policy will be adopted. 
Rachlin, Migdal, Cohen & Diamond, 
New York law firm, handled the 
transaction. 


3 Big Buff Trust 
Suits Due at Bat 


Buffalo, Dec. 23. 


Exhibitor plaintiffs in three sepa- 
|rate anti-trust suits pending against 
'the majors with total damages of 
| $4.250,000 are now pressing for 
|trials of their actions in the local 
| Federal district court. The chances 
are odds-on that before the spring 
is over all three will go before) 
| Buffalo juries. First of the batch to 
| be heard will be the $489,000 triple- 





| 








Langbart, in partnership w” . | 





Jack L. Warner 
speaks on 
“Creative Enterprise 
in Production, Selling 
and Distribution a 
‘Must’ 99 
Arn Editorial Feature 
in the 


42d Anniversary Number of 
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Out Soon 


20th’s Test Suit 
On SPG Letouts 


In a legal maneuver bound to have 
important bearing on any future 
personnel cutbacks in the film in- 
dustry, 20th-Fox has filed suit in 
N. Y. supreme court for an injunc- 
tion barring the Screen Publicists 
Guild from bringing to arbitration 
the case of nine 20th publicists laid 
of. last summer, 


According to the 20th-Fox brief, 
the nine publicists were laid off 
under an economy clause in the 
union contract, thereby removing 
the case from jurisdiction of any 
arbitration proceedings. SPG coun- 
tered with charges that the work 
previously done by the discharged 














damager brought by the Bordanaro 
Bros. which is slated to kick off, 
Jan. 5. 
The Bordanaro joust will be fol-| 
lowed by the Dipson Theatres’ suit 
which is tentatively slated for the 
March term. Dipson is slugging at 
the eight -majors for $2,561,833 triple 
balm. Last of the trio is the action 
of Rivoli Operating Corp. for $1,- 
200,000 against the majors. 
Bordanaro case was to be ad- 
journed until after the appeals hear- 
ing of the main Government action 
but with that being postponed un- 


employees has now been piled on 
the remaining publicists, thereby 
violating the union contract’s clause 
covering doubling-up and overload- 
ing. Judge Henry Clay Greenberg, 
after completing hearings last Fri- 
da- (19), took case under advise- 
ment, with decision expected some 
time in January. 

Outcome of the case will deter- 
mine whether both SPG and the 
Sereen, Office & Professional Em- 


| ployees Guild, both of whose mem- 


berships were hit by payroll slicing 
recently, have recourse in reinstat- 





til the February term, the local 
action goes to the mat on.dts original 
date. Final depositions of William 
F. Rodgers, Metro’s v.p. in charge of 
distribution, were completed last 
week in New York, thus winding up 
preparations. Rodgers is leaving for 
Florida because of health and there- 
fore couldn't appear as a witness in 
the case. 

Bordanaro Bros. claim their 
Palace, in Olean, took it on the chin 
because of alleged favoritism for the 
Warner Bros. first-run in the town. 
Columbia is the only major not 
named a defendant. Plaintiff's case 
is being handled by William Gray, 
Philadelphia attorney who won the 
William Goldman action in that city. 

Rivoli suit is also being steered 
by an out-of-towner. Thomas Mc- 
Connell, Jackson Park lawyer, is 
doing the plaintiff's talking. He's 
just finished taking depositions of 
top bracket distrib execs of the 
majors. They were questioned here 
and in Chicago. 

Only the Dipson 





case is 


hands of local counsel. 


M-& to Flats 


Continued from page 5 

















Small Exhibs 


Continued from page 5 








of a number of deals. It’s all due, 
of course, to a desire to get the 
last possible dollar out of the do- 
mestic market.” . 

Distribs formerly were careless of 
the little houses because their rec- 
ords showed them that some 70% 
of their total take came from first- 
runs and other big theatres, accord- 
ing to Lachman. Their change in 
attitude was noticeablé shortly after 
their foreign difficulties developed 
when the other 30% became im- 
portant. 


previously now are getting it on 
something closer to their own terms. 

From distrib sources it’s said that 
pursuit of the small exhib is one 
phase of a completely changed pic- 
turé of domestic selling. The rivalry 
for accounts, hypoed by both the 
foreign situation and a_ theatre 
shortage, has been growing hotter 
for the past year. It's expected that 
the competition will reach its peak 
in ‘48, 


Hence, lots of Jersey ex- | 
hibs who went begging for product | 





hope the switch to flat terms will 
eliminate much of that. Despite the 
close scrutiny by checkers given 
most houses that play percentage 
pix, it’s been found that exhibs still 
have means of cheating on their re- 
ports. Metro spokesman referred to 
one exhib who'd been caught and 
forced to pay 100% of the money 
he’d withheld. A week later, how- 
ever, Metro discovered he'd started 
the same withholding tactics again. 
Flat deals, it’s believed, would do 
away with much of that cheating. 
Metro official pointed out, too, 
; that some of the cheating is done 
| by theatre cashiers and ticket takers 
| working in collusion. In several sit- 
uations, the exhib didn’t know about 





his attention by a checker. Thus, 
according to the M-G spokesman, 
it’s still necessary to check most 
houses periodically. 

Only company which still con- 
ducts its own checking service, 
Metro has recently cut two or three 
men frem its field checking staff. 
No further cuts are planned, how- 
ever, since it’s believed there will 
be enough work left for the rest 


in the! 





such tactics until it was brought to | 


ing some of the workers. Practically 
every one of the major companies 
will have arbitrations disputes on 
their hands hinging on the outcome 
of the 20th-Fox case. 


Collarites’ M-G Powwow 
Delayed Two Days Only 


Arbitration proceedings covering 
wage rise for Metro white collarites 
were interrupted Monday (22) be- 
fore the American Arbitration Assn. 
in a surprise statement by Burton K. 
Zorn, Metro lawyer, that the company 
was not prepared for rebuttal. Zorn’s 
statement followed a long presenta- 
tion by Leonard Boudin, represent- 
ing Screen Office & Professional Em- 
ployees Guild. Boudin marshalled 
statistics from Commerce & Industry 
Assn. charts and National Industrial 
Conference Board surveys, showing 
standing of film white collarites with 
employees of other industries. He 
asked for wage hikes of $12 or 30%, 
whichever was higher. 

Zorn’s request for a several weeks 
| postponement of the hearings to al- 
| low time for preparation of his case 
brought squawks from the SOPEG 
bench. According to SOPEG execs, 
the companies intend to draw out the 
arbitration proceedings as long as 
possible. However, impartial arbi- 
| trator Sidney Wolff granted Metro 
| two days’ grace, and the proceedings 
| will continue on Friday and Satur- 
| day (26-27). Meanwhile, arbitration 
proceedings involving pay hikes for 
SOPEG members at United Artists 
start Monday (29) under the indus- 
| try decision to hold separate arbitra- 
tions for each company. 




















American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers may be talk- 
ing settlement of its increased seat- 
tax proposal with the Theatre Own- 


| ers of America and others, but that’s 


not stopping the org. from a drive to 
sign up as many exhibs as possible 
under its announced new rate. 
ASCAP has been cixcularizing a large 
number of theatre operators via the 
mails with renewal contracts for the 
increased terms, 

Letters teil exhibs that the new 
deal goes into effect Feb. 1, after the 
moratorium on the hoist which TOA 








of them to keep them busy. 


extracted from it. 


ASCAP Signing Up Indies 
Pending TOA Settlement | 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


New idea in film editor relations has been instituted by Metro aq. 
publicity veepee Howard Dietz and publicity director Herb Crooker, ith 
the publication of an “M-G Movie Memo.” It comprises a list of mimeo. 


graphed pages containing 
which Crooker described as “sort 
journal.” 


various news items about the film industry, 


of a motion picture editors’ trade 


He listed as its twofold mission, “to suggest springboards for movie 
columns and discussions on days when the editor’s idea tank is sluggish 
or running dry, and to beat the drum im a subtle manner for M-G pictures,” 
Evidence that it’s to be more than just-a publicity handout for Metro 
product was seen iff the first issue, which seferred several times to various 
20th-Fox films (in an approving manner, of course) and also to several 


Paramount productions. 





Herbert S. Nusbaum, former member of Monogram’s legal department 
on the Coast, has resigned to open his own law offices in Hollywood. Nus. 
baum studied at nights for the California bar while working with Mono 

Before joining Mono, Nusbaum worked with Metro’s homeoffice legal 
department and so is the third member of that department to leave du) ing 
the last year to strike out for himself. Tyree Dillard, Jr., former M-G 
liaison between the legal and sales departments, now has his own practice 


in Washington and plans soon to open a New York office as well. 


Irwin 


Margulies, former homeoffice legal rep for Metro’s studio, is also prac- 


ticing now in N. Y. 





Admitting that the House un-American Activities Committee 


“won” 


round one “im its effort to dictate to the film industry,” Progressive Citi- 
zens of America has announced its decision to continue carrying the fight 


against the House probers. First step has been the publication of a 


“fact 


sheet” on the committee, detailing its record during the nine years of its 
existence and presenting a case history of the recent Hollywood hearings. 
Theme of the “fact sheet” is that the committee has consistently violated 


the Bill of Rights. 





As if business wasn't tough enough for Hollywood’s indie flacks, the 
City of Los Angeles is making it tougher. Department of Licenses has set 
a crew of 20 investigators to work to enforce an ordinance passed in May, 


1946. Law requires that any press 
must apply for a license. Fees start 


agent conducting his own busincss 
at a minimum of $12 and range up- 


ward at the rate of $1 per $1,000 income over $12,000. Penalties for failure 
to pay range up to 50% of the license fee involved. 








Mark Hellinger 


— Continued from page 2 





silk ties. Ewen success in Holly- 
wood, to which he matriculated in 
the ’30s, first as a writer, then a 
producer, failed to diminish his love 
for the Big Street, where a quarter- 
century ago he started a career that 
was to make him a legend before 
his time. 


Lavish spender and tipper, a guy 
who was a champ check-grabber, 
Hellinger was a prolific worker. 
Even after he had gone to Holly- 
wood he contributed a column and 
page of features to King Features. 


He began his career in N. Y. as 
a cashier in a Greenwich Village 
cabaret, then became a reporter for 
Zit’s Weekly. Walter Winchell at 
the time handled a similar job for 
the Vaudeville News, and they be- 
came fast friends, a friendship that 
endured through the years. He 
joined the News in 1923, as a re- 
porter, covering a Broadway beat 
and writing the intimate type of 
story that was the forerunner to the 
Broadway gossip column. He then 
went to the Mirror, where he limned 
the events of Broadway and its peo- 
ple. e 


Hellinger had just completed 
“Naked City”— a story of the New 
York with which he was so familiar 
—for Universal release. It was to 
be his last picture for U. He also 
produced “The Killers” for U, one of 
the top boxoffice pix a year ago. 

He had recently entered into a 
new agreement with Selznick Re- 
leasing Corp. through which he 





Press Accolades 


Few personalities in journal- 
ism have gotten the press acco- 
ladés accorded Mark Hellinger. 
Hellinger’s death in Hollywood 
Sunday found the nation’s press 
and its columnists, particularly 
on Broadway, going all out in 
their sentimentalisms the fol- 
lowing day in lauding one of 
the most popular of their craft. 

All of the Broadway colum- 
nists paic tribute to him of one. 
sort or another, and some un- 
ashamedly wept copious verbal 
tears. The N. Y. Journal-Ameri- 
can yesterday began serializing 
Hellinger’s life story, by George 
Frazier, 








was to distribute his. independently 
produced films, six in all. Initial 
picture. scheduled to go before the 
cameras in March, was to be “Knock 
on Any Door,” best-selling novel of 
juvenile delinquency in Chicago, by 
Willard Motley. 

After writing a number of film 
stories independently, Hellinger 
joined Warner Bros. in 1937 as a 
producer. One of this indie yarns 
was “Broadway Bill,” done by Co- 
lumbia; it is still hailed frequently 
as the top turf pic ever made. 

Radio 

With ail the pressure of his pic- 

ture work Hellinger last summer 

















warmed up to a proposition involv- 
ing the taking over of the CBS 7- 
7:15 p. m. period for Procter & 
Gamble. It would have meant cutting 
into his film activities in mid-after- 


ee ~s 


Death.of Mark Hellinger has 
caused the Selznick Releasing 
Organization to postpone the 
sales meeting it had slated for 
Jan. 8-9-10, prexy Neil Agnew 
said yesterday (Tuesday ). 

Meeting, SRO’s first, was to 
have been held at the Ambas- 
sador hotel, Los Angeles. It has 
been pushed back until later in 
the month. Hellinger had just 
joined the organization as a pre- 
ducer. 
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noon five days a week to go over the 
script, rehearse and broadcast the 
show, which was to be titled “The 
Hellinger Story.” The deal eventu- 
ally fell through because of a change 
in executive heads of the ad agency 


concerned, the new man preferring | 
| to start from scratch in picking his 


own program. 

It was made apparent during the 
discussions about the series that 
Hellinger was less interested in the 
money—his end was to be $5,000— 
than in achieving success in a me- 
dium that he had tackled in earlier 
years, but without hitting the jack- 
pot of popularity. 

Met Gladys Glad 


In 1925, while on the News, he 
helped judge a Coney Island beauty 
contest run by the paper. The win- 
ner was one, Gladys Glad. She was 
to become what Flo Ziegfeld called 
his most beautiful showgirl. In 
1929 she became Hellinger’s wife. 
When he was stricken in the Hel- 
lingers’ private projection room 
Saturday night she rushed him to 
Cedars of Lebanon hospital in Hol- 
lywood. The end came a few hours 
later. Last summer he was under 
an oxygen tent, when first struck by 
a.sheart attack. Also surviving are 
an adopted son and daughter, Mark, 
6, and Gladys, 5. 


Hellinger’s Death Forces 
Re-Waxing of Crosby Show 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Untimely death of producer Mark 
Hellinger Sunday (21) night has 
forced ABC to order a reslicing of 
a Bing Crosby show waxed last 
Wednesday (17) with Hellinger, 
Jimmy Durante and Dick Haymes. 
Those who had heard the show de- 
scrifed it as including the breeziest 
verbiage of the year. 

Crosby has platters ready up to 
March 17 as a result of his rush to 
beat the Petrillo ban on recordings. 
ABC’s decision to reslice the Hel- 
linger show was based on its at- 
tempt to preserve the atmosphere 
of “liveliness” with which the show 











is associated. 
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Par Strength in U. 


S. Theatres, 


Balaban Informs Stockholders 





Paramount's solid footing in shaky? 


world conditions—based on its enor- 
mous U. S. theatre holdings—was 
played up last week by Barney 
Balaban, Par’s prexy, in a letter 
sent to all stockholders. Paramount, 
he said, is least affected of all the 
companies by the foreign restric- 
tions. Due to its theatre holdings, 
only 10% of world revenues of the 
company are derived from foreign 
distribution of Par’s pix. 

(From other sources, it’s reported 
that Par will take in some $20,000,000 
in net returns from overseas rentals. 
This indicates the company’s gross 


revenues at about $200,000,000 for the | 
were | 


year. It’s last year grosses 
$193 ,000,000.) 

Earnings this year, although not 
measuring up to 1946, “have been 
and are, taking all factors into ac- 
count, very satisfactory,” Balaban 
paid. 

Balaban sees the fall of ’48 as the 
point from which present production 
economies will spell lower amortiza- 
tion charges on pix released. Par’s 
film industry is being held “to the 
narrowest margin which is adequate 
to assure an unbroken supply cf 
product.” Having done that, he said, 
‘we all now can look forward to an 
earlier date for the achievement of 
a@ position in which our inventory 
has a more favorable relation to the 
market we sell in.” 

Par laid out 187,667 shares of 
common to acquire Liberty and 
Rainbow productions, he said. Now 
in the treasury are 411,433 shares. 
(Par issued 56,667 shares for a 94.6% 
interest in Rainbow. Company 
bought 58,000 shares of its own stock 
in November and 7,800 shares during 
the first half of December.) “These 
shares,” he said, “with additjonal 
shares which may be acquired, will 
be at hand for the purchase of other 
interests which would strengthen the 
company.” ¥ 

Balaban’s letter was sent in «on- 
junction with dividend checks for 
the fourth quarter 50c, per share 
payments. 














EL Topper 


Continued from page 5 





circuit sales manager, to the newly- 
created post of assistant general 
sales manager. under Schwalberg. Al 
Suchman, eastern division head, 
and Nicholas Goldhammer, western 
counterpart, were let out. Both 
Suchman and Goldhammer are fairly 
recent additions to EL’s sales staff 
since they took over their posts only 
a few months back, Ralph McCoy, 
southeastern district manager, also 
handed in his resignation, effective 
immetiately. 

Naming of Dunn was the payoff 
@n the sudden collapse in negotia- 
tions with Heineman. Dickerings 
reached a crisis last week when in- 
dications pointed to his assuming the 
top distrib spot (with Schwalberg 
working under him_as domestic top- 
per) in the company. But negotia- 
tions terminated when EL refused to 
meet Heineman’s compensation de- 
mands. Unfruitful negotiations had 
previously been pushed with Tom 
Connors, erstwhile sales chief for 
20th-Fox, which were started and 
halted three separate times before 
EL turned to Heineman. 

Filling in the hole is considered so 
important that it’s understood one 
of the reasons for Benjamin’s recent 
trip to London was to obtain Rank’s 
okay to the Heineman deal. Latter 
has a five-year pact with Universal 
under whose setup he works, which 
fis guaranteed by Rank. 

During the week, foreign opera- 
tions also saw a change. Milton J. 
Yeoman, manager of foreign branch 
Operations, resigned. Yeoman was 
with EL six months and spent the 16 
years prior with Universal. He re- 
cently returned from Mexico after 
opening a company office there. 

Dunn, new ass’t general sales 
Manager, was circuit sales chief for 
the past year. He had been with the 
Warner Bros. foreign dept. and while 
serving under the WB banner was 
captured by the Japanese during the 
fall of Shanghai. 





PAUL RADIN’S COAST SPOT 


Paul Radin, v.p. of Buchanan & 
Co., returned to the Coast from New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) after 
eight weeks of huddles with John 
Hertz, Jr., and other execs. 

Radin will again head the ad 
agency's motion picture department, 
operating under Coast exec v.p. Fred 
Jordan. 
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Claim No Brit. Blackout 


On Palestine Newsreels 


Commercial newsreel outfits have 
been practically shut off from all 
‘footage emanating from Palestine, 
just when that country has become 
‘the hotbed of news activity in the 
iworld. Reason for the virtual black- 
| out on Palestine news is that most 
of the reels’ staff cameramen in the 
‘country are partisans in the fighting 
and so have no time to use their 
cameras. 

None of the reels has any Ameri- 

lean staffers in the country, with 
most of them having relied hereto- 
fore on Arab, British or Jewish 
lensers for their footage. Because of 
the sporadic fighting in Palestine, all 
the lensers have been tied up with 
their own activities and the reels, 
consequently, have received no foot- 
age to show what's actually happen- 
ing in the country. Restriction on 
communications has also been a 
problem, with the competition 
among the five reels for plane and 
ship space holding up whatever 
footage has been lensed. 
Newsreel officials emphatically 
deny that British censorship has had 
anything to do with their lack of 
Palestinian coverage. British haven't 
scissored any footage from Palestine 
for more than a year, they claim. 


Comerford Loses 
Hiked Fee Fight 


Honesdale, Pa., Dec. 23. 
Furiously waged campaign of the 
Comerford Amus. Co., operators of 
the Lyric theatre here, to defeat a 
proposed admission tax and a hike 
in the Lyric’s annual license from 
$60 to $717 proved ineffective when 
the borough council recently passed 
both measures. Protests of a Comer- 
ford attorney that passage of the 
ordinances would be contrary to the 
community “goodwill” were denied 
by the borough counsel who de- 
clared, “let’s call a spade a spade— 
the Comerford organization does not 
enjoy much goodwill here.” 

Appearing before the council at 











ney Thomas Friday submitted a 
variety of petitions, resolutions, let- 
ters and cards, signers of which all 
purportedly objected to an amuse- 
ment tax. Council prexy J. F. Rief- 
ler elicited the admission that Com- 
erford had prepared the petitions as 
well as circulated them. Circuit em- 
ployees then denied charges that 
some signatures were forged. 

In justifying the proposed $717 
license fee for the Lyric, -borough 
counsel A. Emerson Howell pointed 


only about 60c for each performance. 
Furthermore, he said, the borough’s 
daily police protection alone is 
worth more than that. Comerford 
attorney brushed that one off with 
the reply that the Lyric has been 
hiring its own policing staff at the 
council’s request, 


EL Loan 


Continued from page 3 
Krim, EL’s prexy. Negotiations were 
handled by Serge Semenenko, senior 
veepee of the Boston bank; Robert 
W. Purcell, Pathe Industries board 
chairman; Robert Benjamin, Pathe 
director, and Krim. Pathe is parent 
organization for the film company. 

Other banks participating in the 
loan are the Bank of Manhattan Co., 
Marine Midland Trust Co. and Con- 
tinental Bank & Trust Co., all in 
ms 2 

Within 60 days, Krim said, four 
big productions will go before the 


cameras. Films are “Assigned to 
Danger,” “The Spirituatist,” “Hol- 
low Triumph” and “The Blank 


Wall,” a Walter Wanger production. 


Ustinov’s H’wood Chore 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Peter Ustinov, 26-year-old British 
writer and actor, has been signed by 
Alfred Hitchcock and Sidney Bern- 
stein to do the screenplay of “Un- 
der Capricorn.” Pic, which will star 
Ingrid Bergman, will be made in 
London next fall. 

Hitchcock-Bernstein Transatlantic 
unit, releasing via Warner Bros., 
sends its initialer, “Rope,” into pro- 
duction here shortly, 








a public hearing, Comerford attor- 


out that the sum would amount to 










Cincy-Cleve. Surveys 

Theatre survey of the Cincin- 
nati territories, 14th in the series 
of directories on the country’s 31 
exchange areas being issued by 
the Motion Picture Assn., shows 
a total of 704 theatres with a 
seating capacity of 372,172 in ad- 
dition to eight drive-ins with a 
8,641-car capacity. Of the total 
number of houses, 292 are cir- 
cuit-operated, with 504 owned 
by indies having less than four 
theatres apiece. 

Survey of the Cleveland area, 
15th in the series, reveals a total 
of 479 theatres with 371,013 seats 
in addition to 23 drive-ins with 
a car capacity of 7,480. Circuits 
run 246 theatres in the territory 
with remaining 260 controlled by 
indie operators. 


U Sets Pattern 
For End of Co-op 
Ads With Exhibs 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

With Universal setting Jan. 1 as 
deadline for abandoning its policy of 
participating in cooperative ads and 
exploitation with exhibs, trend 
seems to be toward general adoption 
of similar tightening up by other 
companies. During 1947 approxi- 
mately $12,000,000 was expended by 
the majors in first-run campaigns 
for their pix. 


Move is part of the general re- 
trenchment but is being made both 
for sake of economy and in belief 
by producers that exhibs are dodg- 
ing their fair share of the cost. If 
U-I’s action is followed by other ma- 
jors, it will mean that exhibs will 
have to exert greater efforts to at- 
tract customers to first-run houses. 





—_ 





Cooperative policy is expected to 
be retained by majors, which have 
their own theatre chains and with 
those with whom they are affiliated, 
but otherwise it’s believed that many 
exhibs will be placed on their own 
in keeping grosses up. 





UA-Enterprise 


vances on its other product on 
strength of the “Arch” release. This 
is denied by UA head Grad Sears 
but it said to be one of the reasons 
Enterprise tiffed with UA, threaten- 
ing to withdraw its big special. 


Ent a month ago sent a letter to 
UA claiming it to be in default on 
its distribution contract. Under 
the pact’s terms, UA has 30 days in 
which to correct these defaults. In 
the event they are not corrected. 
Ent then can exercise its right of 
termination. Tone 30 days were up 
over the past week end. 


During that period, UA in turn 
sent a letter to the producing unit 
denying it was in default. It also 
served a summons on Ent to force 
delivery of the remaining pictures 
due under the Unit's contract, par- 
ticularly “Arch of Triumph,” which 
is completed. 

Enterprise letter claimed UA de- 
faulted in (1) that it did not use its 
best efforts in selling the producer’s 
pictures arid (2) a number of minor 
infractions of the pact. 


ers, who are also in a dispute with 
UA over failure to deliver the com- 
pleted “Time of Your Life,” filed a 
counter-suit to UA’s action of two 
weeks ago. It asks a declaratory 
judgment to free it from the UA 
pact, claiming UA has breached the 
contract. UA’s suit is in N. Y. 
supreme court and Cagney’s in Cali- 
fornia. Attorneys feel that the ac- 
tion is legal sparring at the moment. 





William Goetz 
(Production Head of 
Universal-International ) 


Advocates 
“The Only Trend: 
Get Back to Work’ 


In the 
upcoming 
42d Anniversary Number 
of 
VARIETY 


Out Shortly 














In the interim, the Cagney broth- | 





Picture 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 9) 
Only $1,000, Last week, “La Travi- 
ata” (Indie), $1,800. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 40-80)— 
“If I Had My Way” (U) and “Shad- 
ow of Doubt” (U) (reissues). Fair 
$3,700. Last week, “Ride Pink Horse” 
and “Newshounds” (Mono) (6 days), 
oke $4,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 40-80)— 
“Fun, “Fancy Free” (RKO) and 
“Something In The Wind” (U) (2d 
wk) (m.o.). So-so $2,500. Last week, 
$3,500. 


Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 40-80)— 
“Had To Be You” (Col) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Gamble” (Col), day-date 


with Paramount. Below average 
$3,500. Last week, “Where Theres 
Life’ (Par) and “Repeat Perform- 
ant.” (EL), Okay $5,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 40-80)— 
“Where There’s Life” (Par) and 
“Repeat Pedformance” (EL) (2d 
wk). Holding $6,500. Last week, also 
Oriental, nifty $9,400. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 40-80)— 
“Had To Be You” (Col) and “Crime 
Doctor's Gamble” (Col), also Or- 
iental. Good $7,000. Last week, 
“Down To Earth” (Col), $8,700. 

Playhouse (H-E)(1,200; 40-80)— 
“Down To Earth” (Col) (m.o.). Fair 
$2,200. Last week, “Bachelor and 
Bobby-Soxer” (RKO) and “Lured” 
(UA) (5th wk), (m.o.). $1,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (895) (40- 
80)—“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Excellent $8,000, Last 
week, strong $10,700. 


PITT SAGS; ‘DANCE’ 
VERY THIN $11,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. 

Couple of not too dismal spots in 
the Golden Triangle the week be- 
fore Christmas are playing reissues. 
Fulton’s doing okay with “Mark of 
Zorro” and “Drums Along the Mo- 
hawk” while Senator's hitting pay 
dirt with combo of “Green Hell” 
and “Pittsburgh.” Otherwise biz is 
blah. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)— 
“Drums Along Mohawk” (20th) and 
“Mark of Zorro” (20th) (reissues). 
Nice $7,500. Last week, “Ride Pink 
Horse” (U) in 8 days hit $9,000. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Pirates Monterey” (U). Getting 
only 6 days, and should grab $9,000, 
not bad. Last week, second of 
“Exile” (U) yanked after 2 days at 
$3,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-70) 
—“Unfinished Dance’ -~M-G)° and 
“Arnelo Affair” (M-G).. House -only 





rarely goes in for double-bills. Un- 
der $11,000, very poor here. Last 
week, “Golden arrings” (Par), 

Ritz (Loew's) _ (800; 40-70)— 
“Golden Earrings’ (Par) (m.o.). 
Maybe $2,500. Last week, “Green 
Dolphin Street” (M-G) (m.o.), $3,500. 


Senator (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
“Pittsburgh” (U) and “Green Hell” 
(U) (reissues). Stout $4,000 in 9 
days. Last week, reissue of “Mira- 
cle 34th St.” (20th) and “Blondie In 
ag (Col), in 4 days, brutal 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—“Out 
of Blue” (EL). Slow $11,000. Last 
week, “Out of Past” (RKO) with 
Louis-Walcott fight pix, neat $14,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)— 
“Love From Stranger” (EL) and 
“Linda Be Good” (EL). Taking it on 
the chin along with others at $6,000. 
Last week, “Gangster” (Mono) with 
h.o. of Louis-Walcott fight pix, 
$10,000. 


‘Outpost’-‘Driftwood’ 
Okay $8,000 in Buff. 


Buffalo, Dec. 23. 
Reissues predominate here this 
week as the boxoffice drags bottom. 
Best bet looks to be “Northwest 
—: and “Driftwood” but not 





Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Thunder in Valley” (20th) and 
“Christmas Carol” (M-G) (reissue). 
Sad $8,000 or near. Last week, “Es- 
cape Me Never” (WB) and “Slight 
Case of Murder” (WB) (reissue), 
$13,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—"Drums Anong, Mohawk” (20th) 
and “Mark of Zorro” (20th) (re- 
issues), Passable $11,000 or close. 
Last week, “Unfinished Dance” 
(M-G) and “Frieda” (U), $10,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Man 
in Iron Mask” (EL) and “Gentleman 
After Dark” (EL) (reissues). Thin 
$5,000. Last week, “This Time Keeps” 
(M-G) (3d wk) (m.o.), $6,200. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Last of Red Men” (Col) and “Key 
Witness” (Col). Dull $9,000. Last 
week, “Upturned Glass” (U) and 
“Blonde Savage” (EL), blah $5,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1.400: 40-70) —“Mag- 
nificent Obsession” (U) and “Stole 
Million” (U) (reissues), Dismal 
$3,500. Last week, “Christmas Eve” 








ied 
Frisco Sags; Kenyon’ Oke 


$23,500, 2 Spots, ‘Texan’ 
12G, “Mesa’-Vaude 166 


San Francisco, Dec. 23. 

Santa Claus is avoiding Market 
Street this week with house man. 
agers currently mumbling about a 
blue Christmas. “Unconquered” ig 
the only big picture in months to 
hold up strongly, and it still is on 
its seventh week at the St. Francis, 

“Fabulous Texan” is mild at the 
Fox as are most other new entries, 
However, “Daisy Kenyon” looks 
fairly nice in two hoiises. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 65. 
$1.00)—““Wild Horse Mesa” (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by “Plenty of 
Room” and Guy Cherney. Low 
$16,000. Last week, “Lone Wolf 
London” (Col) plus vaude headed 
by Bill Robinson and Marie McDon- 
ald, stout $27,500. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘Fab- 
ulous Texan” (Rep) and “Old Span- 
ish Trail” (Rep). Mild $12,000. Last 
week, “Desire Me” (M-G), $16,000. 


Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)—~ 
“Daisy Kenyon” (20th). Nice $19,- 
000. Last week, “Green Dolphin 


Street” (M-G) (3d wk), $12,500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Each Dawn I Die” (WB) and “Bad 
Men Missouri” (WB) (reissues) (2d 
wk). Only $10,000. Last week, oke 
$19,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 90-$1.20) 
“Unconquered” (Par) (7 wk). Stout 
$12,000. Last week, sock $15,000. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85) — “The Swordsman” (Col). 
Good $16,000. Last week, “Exile” 


(0) (2d wk), $10,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
(1,207; 55-85)—“Body and Soul” 
(UA) (4th wk). Oke $8,000. Last 
week, happy $11,000. 

Stagedoer (Ackerman) (350; $1.20) 
—"“Henry V” (UA) (4th wk). Nice 
$2,500. Last week, hig $3,500. 

Guild (Blumenfeld) (400; 35-85)— 
“The Exile” (U) (m.o.). Weak $3,000, 


Last week, “Night of Love” (Col) 
(reissue), fair $2,700. 
Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 


“Tawny Pipit” (U) (6th wk). Trim 

$2,200. Last week, $1,900. 
United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
Kenyon” (20th). Tepid 


85)-—“Daisy 
$4,500. Last week, “Nightmare 
Alley” (20th) (3d wk) (m.o.), 
6 days, $2,500. 
Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55- 
85)—“Spoilers”’ (FC) and “Dia- 
mond Jim” (FC) (reissues). Neat 
$6,500. Last week, “The Outlaw” 
oa (reissue) (2d wk), dropped to 
State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Black 
Cat” (U) and “Black Friday” (U) 
(reissues). Oke $9,000. Last week, 


“Gentleman After Dark” (EL) and 
“Man in Iron Mask” (EL) (reissues), 


$10,500, 
BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 11) 
“Texas Radio Round-Up” headed by 
Ernest Tubb on stage. Combo draw- 
ing some trade at $14,000. Last week, 
second of “Had to Be You” (Col) 
and vaude, $12,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60) — “The Exile” ,(U) (2d wk). 
Holding well at $9,000 after solid 
getaway at $15,200, 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 35-55)—~ 
“Fabulous Texan” (Rep) (3d wk). 
Mild $5,500 after okay second sesh 


at $6,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Drums Along Mohawk” (20th) (re- 
issue). Filling in mildly at $7,000 to 
set Christmas Day opening (Thurs.) 
for “Captain From Castile” (20th), 
Last week, third of “Daisy Kenyon” 
(20th) fell to $7,000 after good previ- 
OT wh (ia rt) (1,600; 35-65) 

‘own ( pa 600; 35- 
—“Walter Minty CREO) (4th wk). 
Winding up at 000 after very 
steady second heat at $10,200. 


Allied Cancels N.0. Meet 
For N.Y. or D.C. in Feb. 


The National Allied board meet 
slated for New Orleans early in 
February has been called off. The 
board, instead, will stage its hud- 
dles in either Washington or New 
York in mid-February. New Or- 
leans confab was cancelled because 
of an acute shortage of hotel accom- 
modations there. 

Board is scheduled to rule on its 
action with reference to the seat tax 
raise by the American Society of 
Composers, Authors & Publishers. 
Allied convention in Milwaukee ten- 
tatively adopted a scheme for raising 
a war chest to fight the boost. Al- 
lied locals will report back at the 
forthcoming meet. 








—— 


(UA) and “Blackmail” (Rep) (m.0.), 
$4,000. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
40-70) —“Northwest Outpost” (Rep) 
and “Driftwood” (Rep). Okay $8,000 
in 5 days. Last week, “Love From 
Stranger” (EL) and “Linda Be Good 
(EL), $11,500. 
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An §. SYLVAN SIMON Production 
Screenplay by Roy Huggins 
From his novel, “The Double Take” 


Produced and directed by S. SYLVAN SIMON 
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N. Central Allied Blows Whistle 
But Loud) on Par; Exchange Notes 


Minneapolis. + 


Nerth Central Allied is awaiting | 
a reply to its recent complaints to | 
the Federal Trade Commission, Post- 
master-General and Department of 
Justice. The petitions called for in- 
vestigations of the action of Para- 
mount Pictures here in posting 24- 
gheets in and mailing heralds from 
Minneapolis to residents in Fair- | 
bault, Minn. 

William Glaser, owner of the only 
three theatres in the latter town, has 
been refusing to buy the pictures 
because of allegedly exorbitant de- 
mands. Glaser is a member of North 
Central Allied. The 24-sheets and 
heralds advertise individual Para- 
mount pictures and the product as a 
whole. 

The independent exhibitors’ organ- 
zation, in a communication to the 
Poceral Trade Commission, alleged 
alse and misleading advertising. 
ts charges with the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral are that the mails are being 
psed to intimidate and _ coerce. 
"Blackmail tactics” and “unfair trade 

ractices” were the charges lodged 

ith the Department of Justice. 

The matter also has been laid be- 
gee Eric Johnston and Barney Bala- 

an. Bennie Berger, president of the 
organization, says it will be brought 
up at the next Paramount stockhold- 
ers’ meeting “before the election of 
officers.” 





Cooper’s 2 Takeovers 
Lincoln, Neb. 

Lincoln theatre here and the Cri- 
terion in Oklahoma City have been 
equired by Cooper Foundation 
Sivctres from the estate of the late 
J. H. Cooper, former Paramount 
partner. Management group for 
the new theatre operator consists 
of Pat McGee, Ralph Ayer and 
Frank Roberts. 

No changes in the operation or 
management of the two showcases 
will be put through at the present 
time. 


J. Guy Selmser Retires 
Gloversville, N. Y. 

After 25 years with the Schine 
Theatrical Enterprises, J. Guy Selm- 
ser has retired as active chief of the 
Construction, Purchasing and Main- 
tenance Department. 

He is succeeded by J. Dewey Led- 
erer, assistant. 








AFTOEP Drops Jos. Conway 

Joseph Conway has been dropped 
as general manager of Allied Inde- 

endent Theatre Owners of Eastern 

ennsylvania. Understood the move 
Was part of a retrenchment drive 
stemming from the recent film busi- 
ness sag. 

Conway, who formerly operated 
the Egyptian and other theatres, was 
appointed to the Allied post about a 
year ago. 


Selected-Realart Deal 
Frank Childs of Selected Pictures, 
.» has contracted with Realart 





s for distribution of six Uni- 
Omaha, Des 


versal reissues in the 





| there 
Liberty Film, Ine. 





Moines and Kansas City territories. | 


Selected recently set up offices in 
Kansas City. ' fei 
Completing its national distribu- 
tion chain, Budd Rogers, Realart 
vice-prez, also signed E. V. Landai- 
che to handle the firm's reissue prod- 
uct in the New Orleans area. Films 
will be released through 





Egan Heads Calgary Assn. 
Calgary, Alta. 
Returned to office for the third 
consecutive year by the Calgary 
Theatre Assn. were P. D. Egan, 
president; Ralph Mitcheltree, vice- 
president, and Les Litch, secretary- 
treasurer. : ; 
Members of the executive commit- 
tee are Roy Chown, K. M. Leach, 
B. Goldin, J. B. Barron, Glen Pea- 
cock and W. Dowhanuk. 


Re-Elect Exhib Mayor 





Regina, Sask. 
Donald Hood, owner-operator of 
the Lux theatre, Hudson y, Sask., 


was returned as mayor of the town 
for his second term. 

At Lethbridge, Alta, A. W. 
Shackleford, manager of the Capitol 
theatre, was re-elected to the city 
council. He has been an alderman 
since 1940. 





Joe Wolf Sells Screen Guild, Mpls. 
Minneapolis. 
Joe Wolf has sold his Screen Guild 
franchise here to Julius A. Coller 
and Reno Wilk, of North Star Films, 
independent distributors of reissues. 
He previously had sold Film Clas- 
sics the franchise which he held. Be- 
fore embarking on his own as an in- 
dependent distributors, Wolf was 
Paramount Twin City salesman. 
His future plans are undecided. 


Schine Chain Ups Hart 
Gloversville, N. Y. 

Lou S. Hart, manager of the Glove 
theatre here, has been named zone 
manager for the Schine circuit. Rus- 
sell Sandlin succeeds him. 

Hart will supervise Schine thea- 
tres here and in Amsterdam, Glens 
Falls and Hudson Falls. 


M-G Checkers to Meet 
Metro’s field checkers are slated 
to huddle Jan. 6-8 at the Hotel Astor, 
N.- ¥., on general distribution 
and exchange operation problems. 
Charles K. Stern, Loew’s assistant 
treasurer, and exchange operations 











New York Theatres 


chief Alan F. Cummings will con- 
duct the three-day sessions. 


Del., E. Md. FTO Elects Derrickson 
Dover, Del. 

William B. Derrickson, of Reho- 
both, Del., was elected president of 
the independent Theatre Owners of 
Delaware and Eastern Shore of 
Maryland at a meeting in which the 
exhibitors decided not to affiliate 
with any national organization. 
A. Joseph DeFiore, of Wilmin . 
former president, was elected chair- 











Herbert Wilcox 
(Noted British Producer 


and Director ) 
writes on 


“That Old Debbil— 
75% Tax’ 
in 
VARIETY 8 
42nd Anniversary Number 
Out Soon 











man of the board of directors of the 
new ITO. 3 

Officers elected include Muriel 
Schwartz, of Dover, Del., vice-presi- 
dent; Calvin Ball, Milford, Del., sec- 
retary-treasurer, and DeFiore, John 
Fox, Pocomoke City, Md.; Marsh. 
Goliner, Salisbury, Md.; Reese Har- 
rington, Harrington, Del.; Sam Mel- 
lits, Denton, Md.; Herman Purnell 
and Raymond Todd, Salisbury, Md., 
directors. 





Rosener Operates Center, Frisco 


San Francisco. 
Herbert Rosener will operate the 
300-seat Center, a Robert L. Lippert 
house, effective Jan. 1. ; 
The Guild, another Robert L. Lip- 
ert house, is reported going under 
lumenfeld management soon. 





New Mo.-Kans. Group 


Kansas City. 

A new group, Allied Independent 
Theatre Owners of Kansas and Mis- 
souri, was formed here last week to 
affiliate with the National Allied 
organization..O. F. Sullivan, Wichita, 
Kans., was elected president. Larry 
Larsen, Webb City, Mo., is vice- 
president, and Vincil Stamm, Bag- 
dad theatre, Kansas City, is seere- 
tary-treasurer. 


All three are members of the 
board. Others are Jay Means, Kan- 
sas City; Joe Ghosen, Sedalia, Mo.; 
A. F. Jarboe, Cameron, Mo.; Lewis 
Sosna, Moberly, Mo.; Don Payton, 
Mt. Vernon and Brookfield, Mo.; 
Don Phillips, Colby, Kans.; Ben 
Adams, Elderado, Kans.; A. K. Smith, 
Johnson, Kans.; Lee Sproule, Ft. 
Scott, Kans.; C. L. Brattan, Council 
Grove, Kans; O. C. Alexander, 
Kiowa, Kans., and Bill Blair, Os- 
borne, Kans. 





Chouinard Joins Omaha SRO 


Minneapolis. 

Casper Chouinard, who recently 
resigned as buyer and general man- 
ager of the Independent Theatre 
Assn., one of the territory’s biggest 
non-profit buying combines, follow- 
ing a disagreement over policy, will 
join Selznick Releasing corporation 
as Omaha sales representative, a 
new post. He will cover the terri- 
tory surrounding Omaha, as wel! as 
the city itself and, pending the 
establishment ef the new office, will 








1s WARNER BROS. PRESENTS 
MY WILD IRISH ROSE" 
Color by Technicolor 
Starring DENNIS MORGAN 
With Arlene Dahi - Andrea King - Alan Hale 
George Tebias - Gowgs O’Brien - Ben Biue 
Sara Alisoed 
Directed by DAVID BUTLER 
Musical Numbers Created and Directed by 


teRey Prinz 
In Person 
THE INK SPOTS 
HERBIE FIELDS and Hie Orchestra 
Frank Marlowe @ Miriam LaVelle 


WARNER BROS. 


STRAND 
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Joan Dana Henry 
CRAWFORD - ANDREWS - FONDA 
“DAISY KENYON” 


A 2th Century-Fox Picture 


Plus en Stage— Lanny Ress - Wiere Bros. 
Beatrice Kraft & Co. Hollace Shaw 
Senor Wences 


=———ROKXY But's.* 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center 


“-<-"" “GOOD NEWS” 


dune ALLYSON ©®@ Peter LAWFORD 
Patricia Marshall - Jean McCracken 
in TECHNICOLOR 


GREAT CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 





























WARNER BROS. PRESENTS 
“THE VOICE of the TURTLE” 


Starring 
Ronald REAGAN © Eleaner PARKER 
Eve Arden © Wayne Morris 
with 
KENT SMITH @ JOHN EMERY 


Directed Irving R 
Screen nay Joha* Van Beaten 


At tise &. VYWARNER Theatre 
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The THEATRE GUILD presents 
the RKO RADIO PICTURE 


= “MOURNING BECOMES 
ELECTRA” 


TWICE DAILY 2:30 end 8:30 PM 
3 PERFORMANCES SUNDAY 

at 2:00, 5:15 end 8:30 PM 
RESERVED SEATS ONLY 
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450 St. W. of Bway 















work out of Des Moines. 

Chouinard was United Artists’ 
Twin City salesman before taking 
the Independent Theatres Associa- 
tion post. 





Lippert Adds Another 


Los Angeles. 

Robert L. Lippert Theatres added 
another house to its chain with the 
purchase of thé Imperial, a 500- 
seater, in Stockton, Cal., making a 
total of 37. 

Theatre, formerly operated by R. 
J. Thomas, will continue its policy 
of first-run Mexican pictures. 

M. Ray Landrum has sold the Dale 
theatre, 600-seater in Long Beach, to 
Bertha Richman. 

Price not disclosed. 





Blumberg-Rank Winnahs 

District manager Manie M. Gott- 
lieb and Minneapolis exchange man- 
ager Leroy Miller grabbed off first 
prize in Universal’s 22-week Blum- 
berg-Rank sales drive which started 
in May. Some $50,000 in prizes are 
to be spread around among three 
district managers, 12 branch toppers 
and their salesmen. Second money 
was copped by district chief Dave 
Miller and his Albany exchange, 
headed by Eugene Vogel. 





Harald Bowden 


(General Manager 
W illiamson-T ait ) 
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' Fer You I Die 

some feeling under the stereotyped 
direction is credit to their talent. 
Youngsters show promise if backed 
up properly. Mischa Auer is in for 
some sad comedy that will strike an 
occasional chuckle by its sheer 
frenzy. Roman Bohnen is a short 
order cook and Marion Kerby has 
the ill-conceived character of hill- 
billy, hymn-singing camp owner. 
Jane Weeks is put through obvious 
sex parade at the blonde tramp in- 
habitant of the tourist camp. Don 
Harvey and others are adequate. Wil- 
liam Clothier did the okay lensing. 
Editing is bad. Brog. 


CavaHeria Rusticana 
(‘Rustic Chivalry’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 


Superfilm release of Scalera (Cesare Za- 
petti) production. Features Isa Pola, (arle 
Ninehi, Leonardo Cortese. Directed by Am- 
leto Palermi. Story, Glovanni Verga; cam- 
era, Massimo Terzano. English titles, Ar- 


mando V. Macaluso. At Cinema Verdi, 
N. ¥., Dec. 19, '47. Running time, 82 MINS. 
SantuzzZa...... pres ceccoccsceteceses Isa Pola 
Compar AlfiO..ccecssecsesecees Carlo Ninchi 
Gna Lola@.....+. eceeccoccsoees Doris Duranti 
Turlddu.....+. eosccese+++-eonardo Cortese 
Gna Nungla@,..ccesees- Bella Starace Saihat 
Zio Brasl...-cecssesss+sees Luigi Almirante 
‘BammMmului...srcceccecsseevess Carlo Romano 





(In Italian; English Titles) 

This is an appealing, unpretentious 
film, the story of open passions of 
simple, rustic folk. Film is based 
on the story by Giovanni Verga, 
which forms the basis for the well- 
known Mascagni opera of the same 
title. Pic uses songs and music 
from Sicilian folklore instead of the 
opera’s music, and musical back- 
ground is just as effective. Film 
has charm, and should prove a good 
art house draw. 


Tale is that of a young tavern- 
keeper’s son who returns from mili- 
tary service to find that the girl 
he loved has married someone else. 
She’s a coquette and he pretty much 
a weakling. He makes love to an- 
other village maid, meanwhile hav- 
ing an affair with the married lady, 
who is very willing. The rejected 
maid informs the husband, who 
challenges the lad to a duel and 
kills him. 


This Sicilian story of simple pas- 
sion is told as simply, to make it 
an engrossing yarn. The workers 
in the fields, tilling wheat with anti- 
quated methods; the market-place 
fair; the church processions and 
service—these form colorful back- 
ground, with their costumes and 
customs. Little bits stand out—the 
biting of an ear to indicate challenge 
to a duel; a serenading trio under a 
lady’s balcony; a card-playing scene 
- Pha tavern; street venders at the 
a . 


Performances are quite credible. 
Leonardo Cortese, as the weakling 
Turiddu; Isa Pola, as the rejected 
Santuzza; Carlo Ninchi, as the be- 
trayed husband, and Doris Duranti, 
as the coquetting Lola, are all good. 
The two women are also quite beau- 
tiful. In smaller roles, Bella Starace 
Saihati as Turiddu’s mother; Luigi 
Almirante as a farmer, and Carlo 
Romano as a family friend stand 
out. Especially the mother. 

Direction is~stark and straight, 
concentrating on the surging story. 
Camera work is good, with rural 
shots for intriguing backgrounds. 
Production is simple, but adequate. 

: Bron. 


The Great Glinka 
(Musical) 
(RUSSIAN-MADE) 


Artkino release of Mosfilm productien. 
Stars Borls Chirkov. Directed by Lev 
Arnshtam. Screenplay by Arnshtam; cam- 
era, Alexander Shelenkov, Yolanta Chen: 
musical arrangements, Vissarion Shebalin: 
choir and ballet of Bolshoy theatre; English 
titles, Nicholas Napoli, Charles Clement. 
At Stanley, N. Y., starting Dec, 20, '47. 
Running time, 100 MINS, . 


Glintza (CHIE). 10. ccceccceces Sasha Sobolyev 
Gitukkea. .. vs ccven 0» oubesed .--..Boris Chirkov 
His Wife.....+. ecesceeess+. Valentina Serova 
Ulvanteh. ...dvcccdectece te Victor Merkuriev 
Anna Kern.......eeece o2e€ess Katya Ivanova 
Katya Kern........ «eeeees Lydia Lipskerova 
Pudhitin...i..ci< sveesecess- Peter Aleynikoy 
Czar Nicolas I..... dvebseen- a Boris Livanov 
Baron Rosen.....cccesss.- Nikolai Svobedin 


PUNTO . 0s apg cdehocdaaes Mikhail Mikhailey 





(In Russian; English Titles) 

Despite bits of excellent singing 
by Boris Chirkov, superb choral 
work by the Bolshoy’ Theatre choir 
and strong musical passages, “The 
Great Glinka” simmers down largely 
into a screen vehicle for students of 
Russian music. Film may hold con- 
siderable interest for lovers of Rus- 
sian classical tunes, and as such 
should do stout business at Russo- 
language theatres. For general con- 
sumption in the U. S., it’s lean pick- 
ings. 

Sheedy a Soviet film biog- 
raphy of the noted 19th Century 
Russian composer who first placed 
Russian folksongs into concert form, 
this production becomes too much 
of a character study of Glinka 
(sometimes dubbed Mikkail Ivano- 
vitch in picture). As such it gives 
full scope to his emoting, largely in 
closeups, and this is the weakest 
thing Chirkov does. 

The overture to “Russlan and Lud- 





milla,” which is best remembered in 








—a Continued from page 13 


the concert and operatic repertory 


fle figures i rtantly in 

musical end of the film. Rise 
Glinka follows the familiar pattern 
of screen vehicles, with much foot. 
age devoted to preem of his first 
opera, “Ivan Susanin.” In fact, the 
happiest moments of the picture are 
reproductions of these operatie¢ 
launchings, with production values 
pointing up high expenditure of coin, 

Glinka’s unfortunate marriage, hig 
close Telationship with the poet 
Pushkin and final triumph as a com. 
poser lauded by the Czar, figures in 
the story. The composer's love affair 
introduces too much overacting by 
Chirkov, who really has a fine voice 
His vocalizing and the work of the 
or Theatre groups are stand- 
out, 

Besides Chirkov, Sasha Sobolyey 
who is Glinka as a boy; and Valen. 
tina Serova, his wife; and Lydia 
Lipskereva, his romance, contribute 
fairly good, if not unusual, bits of 
acting. As often is the case, Ley 
Arnshtam, faltered at times in di- 
recting the scenario he whipped up. 


Some unusually smart English 
titling b Nicholas Napoli ne 
Charles 


lement salvages some of 
the more wordy episodes, Wear. 


Rank’s Prod. 


Continued from page 5 




















to finance 
schedule. 


“Prospects for British films are ex- 
cellent,” Rank told the press follow- 
ing the Odeon merger meeting. “We 
have made mistakes and some of our 
fflms cost thousands more pounds 
than they should have. But I am 
spending more time on production 
now and hope to bring costs down. 
I am presently making the rounds of 
the studios and discussing how costs 
can be cut.” 


At the special meeting last Friday 
(19) at which Odeon shareholders 
were called together to approve the 
much-discussed merger, Rank said 
the move was necessary because the 
prosperous theatre circuit would not 
aid in obtaining the additional coin 
needed for production unless it 
stood to profit. By the merger, it 
gets equal access with GCF’s Gau- 
mont-British circuit to GCF’s prod- 
uct. 


G-B is a subsid of GCF. Under 
the plan approved last week, all of 
GCF’s capital holdings were ac- 
quired by Odeon for about $4,692,000, 
Odeon had faced difficulties in keep- 
ing its houses alight without GCF 
product, since the 75% tax has 
brought an embargo on American 
films being shipped here. 


Merger was unanimously approved 
by the 150 Odeon stockholders pres- 
ent, after Rank had issued a balance 
sheet on GCF in response to great 
press clamor that Odeon would be 
getting a “pig in a poke.” 

In answer to criticism of the 
balance sheet, which showed pro- 
duction losses of about $8,000,000 for 
the five years 1942 through 1946, 
Rank stated at the meeting: 


“When I entered the industry, 
British films were, with some excep- 
tions, at a low ebb. I decided the 
first thing was to ensure that British 
films were acceptable in world mar- 
kets. I therefore authorized the 
making of prestige films. There 
might be justification for criticism 
that they cost too much, but some 
of them enhanced the reputation of 
our films.” 


this upped production 


Rank added the prophecy that 
there would not be a free flow of 
pictures from the U. S. into England 
for many years. 


THERE'S ONLY ONE 


‘\ 


MIAMI BEACH 


OCEAN FRONT «@ 40th to 4ist Sts. 
Reservations Invited - Walter Jacobs 


——, 
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Those Were 


Death of I. J. Fox, tur retailer, 


gtationmen the conspicuous part that he played as a time buyer in 


the early days of radio. Back in 1 


the studio of WMCA, when it was in the McAlpin hotel, 


scan the skies out of the window. 


of weather that would incline women to stay home, he’d pull out $50 
and pay for a half-hour of time. He would then go out in the hall and 
wave in the orchestra that would be sitting out there on spec. Among 


these instrumentalists on occasion 
12-piece combination in those days 


Another anecdote recalled was how he became the sponsor of the 
Donald Flamm, owner of the station, 
was announcing a “Frolic” honoring Mayor 
about to start the broadcast when Fox approached him and asked 


annual “Friars’ Club Frolic.” 


how much the club would want if 


Flamm conferred with the late George M. Cohan, who at the time was 
the clubs’ abbott, and Cohan expressed amazement at any one wanting 
to pay for such a thing. “Let him have it for a couple hundred dollars.” 

Cohan finally told Flamm. Fox said it was a deal but asked Flamm 


to hold up the broadcast a few min 
he got back he explained that he 


bidding them to tune in and make note of the number 
name was mentioned on the breadcast. 

In September, 1933, when Flamm leased WMCA to a group headed 
by George Storer, Fox was told he’d have to pay an increased rate. 
Fox got sore and moved his show over to WEAF, N. Y., and paid thrice 


the old rate. His “Fox Fur Trapper 
up an international entertainmen 
shortwaving from the Eiffel Towe 


on hand in the studio for one of his broadcasts. 





the Days— 


last week, recalled to New York 


925 he had a habit of coming into 


and then 
If the portent was for the sort 


was Rudy Valee. The cost for a 
was $85. 


Jimmy Walker, and wag 


he (Fox) sponsored the program. 


utes. Fox then disappeared. When 
had called relatives and friends, 
of times his 


s” was the first commercial to pick 
t program. It was Belle Baker 
r, Paris. Fox never missed being 











Seattle’s Three GI's Parlay Wacky 
Spot Comls. Into a $1,000,000 Biz 


By DON REED 


Seattle, Dec. 23. 

Just about a year ago listeners to 
KXA, local indie station, had their 
ears assaulted with a new singing 
commercial. Really a burlesque of 
@ singing commercial, and no day 
has passed since then when these 
listeners have not had at least 10 
opportunities a day to hear the 
atently unskilled voices creak out: 
‘I'm George, I'm Don, I’m Buford,” 
and then swing into: “We're the 
Three G. L's, those happy-go-lucky 
guys, with the best and cheapest in 
surplus buys. We don’t pay no rent 
‘cause we're out in a tent.” 

Following the vocal, staff an- 
nouncers have been forced to read 
some of the wackiest spots that have 
have yet assaulted the airwaves. 
Built on a foundation of sound mer- 
chandising, however, the spots al- 
ways feature item and price. 

The difference is in the line of at- 
tack; an attack that has skyrocketed 
the Three G. I.’s business from an 
Original $12,000 inventory into a $1,- 
000,000 a year gross. The G. I.’s un- 
usual selling campaign, used in 
newspapers as well as on the air, 
which has attracted nationwide at- 
tention, is the brainchild of Keene 
& Keene, Seattle advertising agency. 
Bob and Jack Keene, who run the 
agency, were approached by the 
three veterans who were operating 
& surplus outlet called the Veterans | 
Sales Outlet. The Keene boys, vet- 


Corwin Taking 
A Long Walk? 


Question of whether Norman Cor- 
win intends to desert radio perma- 
nently in favor of films has been the 
basis of speculation both in Manhat- 
tan and Coast radio circles. Corwin, 
currently in Hollywood on a pic 
commitment, was originally sched- 
uled to return to CBS this month 
under his contract with the web, 
which permits him to engage in out- 
Side work for six months of the 
year. 

However, Corwin received an ex- 
tension be ‘yond his mid-December 





|among some agency exces the ques- 





Homer Fickett 
(Director, Theatre Guild 
of the Air) 
has authored 
“You Don’t Have to 


Reach Down’’ 


(a plece proving there's a literate 


audience for radio) 
* * ~ 


in the 


42nd Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Expect Affiliates 
To Follow Webs 


In Rate Juggling 


Action of NBC and CBS in reduc- 
ing the period of rate protection 
from a year to six months has raised 











tion whether this change of pattern 
isn’t something that is bound to be 
picked up by the affiliated stations. 
As these agency men see it, there 
will be quite a number of stations 
now which will elect to revise their 
rates twice a year instead of once. 
which has heretofore been the 
custom, 


While admitting that the adver- 
tising clan will accept the networks’ 
new policy without opposition, these 
opinion-voicers point to a statement 
in NBC’s first letter to agencies on 
the matter to the effect there has been 
only one general increase of rates. 
What has actually happened since 
1936, remind these agency men, is 
that quite a number of stations have 
increased their network rate and 
that hookups have gone from 50 to 
150 stations. 











eure date following the signatur- 
ng of his film contract. Some are 


inclined to the belief that, if he finds | 
he'll | 


ye Proper niche on the Coast, 
ecide to take a longtime whirl at 
Picture making. 


Smiths Cough Up Spot Coin 


Smith Br Os. 
Strictly 





Spot this season, using an- 


nhouncements at the rate of three to | 


ve a week. 
Market 
termined yet. 


Account is handled by SSC&B. 


Starting date is Jan. 
list hasn't been de- | 


Cough Drops will go | 


_ CBS Drops Goodwin Show 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 





CBS is cancelling “Leave It to} 
| Bill,” starring Bill Goodwin, after | 
| Saturday's (27) broadcast. Comedy 


| show has been sustained by CBS for 
' 30 weeks. 

Goodwin remains under option to | 
the web, and writers have been put 
to work to blueprint a new format. 
|If it meets with approval of Ernesi 
| Martin, coast head of network shews 
| Goodwin will be slotted for anothe: 
showcasing. 


SWEEPING PLAN 


PUT UP 10 G83 


Proposal that he believes would 
give network listening a perceptible 
shot in the arm has been submitted 
by Carlos Franco, chief time buyer 
for Young & Rubicam, to Frank 
Stanton, CBS prez. Conveying his 
idea by letter, Franco urged that the 
networks give thought to putting 
their operations on a basis of broad- 
casting by the clock so that listeners 
in all zones across the country will 
receive programs according to their 
own living habits and not those of 
the eastern zone, as it now happens. 


Holding that radio is cluttered up 
with practices and mechanical 
methods that should have been aban- 
doned long ago, Franco says that the 
adoption of the broadcasting by the 
clock plan will prove of immense 
benefits to not only the networks but 
spot radio. It will eliminate many 
of the obstacles that the business 
has encountered through the years 
and tend to revise, to radio’s credit, 
some of the advertiser's economic 
thinking toward the medium. 

Broadcasting by the clock, as 
Franco views it, invites the follow- 
ing advantages: 

1. Improvement of public service. 
Night-time commercials will be 
available to listeners in each zone 
at a time which is most convenient 
to them. People live by the clock 
and network radio has run counter 
to this by consistently superimposing 
a listening pattern of its own on the 
living habits of the people. 

2. Increase the merchandising ef- 
fect of programs for advertisers by 
making available to them bigger 
audiences in each time zone. 


Clarify Rate Structures 


3. Increase revenue for the net- 
works since the rates would be on 
a night-time basis across the coun- 
try, instead of being mixed with 
daytime rates by virtue of a hookup 
running into a daytime zone. 

4. Avoid the dislocation of pro- 
grams and the wear and tear on 

(Continued on page 32) 


CBS Wins Tiff Vs. AFRA 


CBS came out on top last week in 
a minor dispute with the American 
Federation of Radio Artists over in- 
terpretation of a clause in the net- 
work production code. 

Union contended that staff an- 
nouncers, during regular hours of 
employment, should be paid com- 
mercial fees in addition to their 
salaries for 30-second spot announce- 
ments they deliver during station 
breaks. But a three-member arbi- 
tration panel of the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. held with CBS that 
reading the announcements came 
within the announcers’ regular du- 
ties. 





BROADCASTING-BY-THE-CLOCK 








Niles Trammell 
Thinks That 


**°48 Will Test the 
Ability of the Radio 
Industry to Unite’’ 


in the upcoming 
42nd Anniversary Number 
of 
ARIETY 


Out Soon 











Joe College 
Kudos Flunk 
At Networks 


The networks are beginning to 
look askance at the flock of poll- 
taking educational and other insti- 
tutions that have been grabbing 
themselves a lot of space in net- 
work and station releases by presen- 
tation of program awards. Feeling 
is growing that radio’s’ a sucker to 
take cognizance of such awards, par- 
ticularly from outfits, regardless of 
their standing as educational insti- 
tutions, that aren’t qualified to rate 
shows. 


Last year and the year before, it’s 
recalled all the magazines suddenly 
became award conscious, with prac- 
tically everybody and anybody get- 
ting into the poll-pulling act, gim- 
mick being to get a free air plug 
im return for a certificate or plaque. 
It reached a point where even the 
networks got tired of accepting 
them. 


Awards made last week by the 
American Schools and Colleges 
Assn. was held suspect by one of 
the networks, which refused to send 
out a release on the web shows that 
were cited. Instead it queried the 
National Education Assn. in Wash- 
ington as to the organization’s stand- 
ing. The NEA’s reply suggested a 
vagueness about the organization, 
emphasizing the fact that “it is not 
an official rating agency.” 








ABC vs. CBS 


Ratings, or-- 


Fun in the Statistical Dept. 


Ad agency research men are! 
awaiting with good-humored in-| 
terest CBS's recognition, if any, of | 
the competitive rating compilations | 
that ABC salesmen have been 
showing to clients. The agency 
men have already in several in- 
stances remarked to ABC reps that 
the figures, tending to show that 
ABC’s general average evening rat- 
ing is about on a par with CBS’, look 
impressive until the mathematical 


faculty probes for the key—and finds | 


it. Credited with devising this par- 
ticular statistical apparatus at ABC 
is Fred Thrower, v.p. on sales. 

As the agency men who have 
probed the ABC study described it, 
the key to the weighing of one net- 
work's ratings against the other lies 
in the numerical range elected by 
ABC as the framework within which 
to strike a numerical average. The 
method, they say, is reminiscent of | 
an arithmetical game. 

For instance, the study sets down 
in opposite columns all the ratings . 
for commercial programs that fall. 
between 10 and 15 and when the two 
columns are totalled they average 
out almost alike, even one column 
may have twice as many rating fig- 


‘ures as the other. Following is a 
| theoretical eres of such a tabula- 
| tion. 





ABC CBS 
15 15 
13.8 14 
12.2 13 
10.3 12.3 
-— 11.8 
51.3 11.5 

1 
109.2 
98.8 


With but four programs included 
;in the above compilation ABC aver- 
ages out a 12.8, whereas CBS’ eight 
ratings within the same numeral 
scope of 10 to 15 give it an average 
of 12.4. About the same compara- 
tive average but of lower digits 
would obtain if the same thing were 
repeated between the numbers 1 and 
5. And the averages would continue 

to bear the same relationship if the 
| averages of the 10 to 15 and 1 to 5 
columns were added up. 


The crack in the foregoing system, 
say the agency statisticians, is that 
it limits itself to commercial ratings 
and therefore does not give an over- 
all network, or stations’, circulation. 


\Caldron Bubbles in Web Help Setup; 
CBS Votes Bonus, Reversing Self, But 
Warns Next Year Will Be Different 


+ CBS reversed itself last week, vot- 
ing a week’s Christmas bonus for 
all employees, regardless of union 
affiliation. At the same time the 
web served notice that next year 
things would be different—that i#t 
would fall in with NBC and ABC 
in restricting Yule bonuses, if any, 
to non-union employees only. 

What is significant, but generally 
overlooked, in the three-network 
decision on holiday gifting, is that it 
all fits into the pattern of a quiet 
revolution that’s been fomenting 
over the past couple of years in 
employer-employee relations. Thus 
far it’s translated itself into putting 
a damper on the Yule spirit around 
the networks, but some see it as only 
the-beginning of a strained relation- 
ship that, many contend, is bound 
to reflect itself in additional ways 
throughout 1948, 

‘New Thinking’ Spreads 

The “new thinking” that ties in 
with the inroads of unionism is not 
restricted to the networks alone, 
but has spread throughout the in- 
dustry. It’s estimated that, in the 
case of the networks, each individ- 
ual web today must deal with at 
least 50 different unions. 

The average employee, in the 
opinion of web spokesmen, actually 
has no idea of what’s been happen- 
ing; that CBS’ recent upping, for 
example, of secretaries’ pay by $6 a 
week, affecting upwards of 700, 
comes to nearly $300,000 a year. “So 
isn’t it on the naivete side for them 
to suppose that the company will 
continue gifting them with Yule 
bonuses when the bosses feel they’ve 
got a pistol pointing at them?” Same 
network exec thinks that’s justifiable 
reasoning on the part of the web. 

CBS originally had planned to 
skip the bonus this year. But there 
were too many squawks, employees 
pointing out that they had already 
committed themselves financially, 
etc. Hence the CBS reversal, along 
w:th an inner-office memo trailers 
izing next year’s action. 


Jane Vice Ginny As 
Coke Refresher 


Jane Froman has been pacted by 

D’Arcy agency, which handles the 
Coca-Cola account, to take over the 
femme vocalist spot on the Sunday 
evening CBS “Pause That Refreshes” 
show. She bows in Jan. 4 as permae 








Evabréw Shift 


Moveover of Jane Froman 
from the William Morris agency 
camp to Music Corp. of America 
has provoked no little eyebrow 
lifting. Particularly so among 
those who recall the Morris 
(Abe Lastfogel)-Froman associa- 
tion that dates back to the Lisbon 
Clipper crash in "43, when Last- 
fogel, as head of USO-Camp 
Shows, sent Miss Froman, Gypsy 
Markoff, Yvette, etc., on their 
ill-fated “Soldiers in Grease- 
paint” overseas expedition. 

However, Miss Froman’s Morris 
exit is seen merely as a “deliver- 
ing-the-goods” situation, with 
MCA pacting her to the Coca- 
Cola Sunday air show. 








eS 
nent successor to Ginny Simms, who 
exited from the program a few 
weeks ago in order to return to the 
Coast. 
It marks Miss Froman’s first regue 
(Continued on page 32) 


Treacher Off Durante Show 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Arthur Treacher is dropping off 
the Jimmy Durante airer on Jan. 7 
because of a sharper plot slant. 
There will be a continuance of the 
guestar policy. 

Durante troupe leaves Jan. 10 for 
a seven-week tour on behalf of 
March of Dimes. 
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Nets, Directors Stalemated as Time 
Runs Low on N. Y. Guild's Demands 





Time is running out on the Radio? 


Directors Guild’s N. Y. chapter ulti- je 


gatum to the networks to grant wage 
and other demands or face a walk- 
out. Jan. 1. Talks, resumed under 
State Mediation Board the first of 
last week, broke down at the week’s 
end. stalemated again by refusal of 
both sides to budge in their stands. 

Miss Mabel Leslie, State Mediator 
called in to guide the talks, an- 
nounced she would not call another 
web-RDG thuddle unless the nets 
came forward with some new wage 
proposal, Yesterday (Tues.) the 
nets did, upping their minimum pay 
offer to directors from $112 to $117 
per week. (Present minimum is 
$100; Guild is asking $250.) Guild 
didn’t accept, and the talks. were 
adjourned to next Tuesday (30). 

The networks manifestly weren't 
taking the dispute seriously, the im- 
pression obtained both by the RDG 
negotiators and around the networks 
being that the Guild was bluffing in 
its ultimatum and wouldn’t go 
through with a strike. The directors, 
meanwhile, were going right on with 
full-scale preparations for that ap- 
parently certain eventuality. “We 
don’t want to strike,” commented one 
RDG officer, “but if the network 
boys think it can’t happen ,they’d 
better guess again!” 

On the RDG front, these were 
some of the developments: 


A full chapter membership meet- 
ing was set for next Monday night 
(29), two days ahead of the ulti- 
matium deadline—the RDG staff di- 
rectors contracts with the webs ex- 
pire Jan. 1—to determine strike ac- 
tion, such as when the walkout is 
to take place, in event an agreement 
still has not been reached. 


Walkout Planning 


A meeting of freelance and agency 
directors has been called immediately 
preceding the membership session to 
set final plans for the role these di- 
rectors will take in the strike, in 
event a walkout is in the offing. 

Earle McGill, national prexy of 
the Guild, which is an A. F. L. af- 
filiate, and Nicki Burnett, exec sec- 
retary,, met with William Green, 
A. F. L. chief, in Washington, laid 
the Guild’s case before him, and 
received assurances of full Federa- 
tion support. 

McGill reported the nets had 
agreed to resume talks early in 
January on the Guild proposal that 
they enter into national contracts 
covering non-staffers, McGill said 
the RDG national board will meet 
next Sunday and Monday (28, 29), 
either in New York or Chicago, to 
plan these negotiations and to dis- 
cuss the national Guild’s role in the 
N.Y. local’s strike action. 


Charles Powers, ABC director of 
the Henry Morgan Show, has been 
appointed by the Guild to set up a 
strike headquarters. Three locations 
have already been found, and one 
will be selected shortly. 

Dodie Yates was named chairman 
of the RDG’s Women’s Auxiliary in 
a move indicating that the wives of 
the directors may be recruited for 
picket duty. 

RDG spokesmen ‘reported their 
“war chest” was building fast from 
the special assessment of one-sev- 
enth of every member’s pay and 
promised to be adequate to carry 
out strike plans, 





Murrow on Soviet Pan 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Edward R. Murrow got the ac- 
colade of sizzling condemnation by 
Radio Moscow the other day. The 
Soviets, in a Polish language broad- 
east to eastern Europe, attacked a 
Murrow commentary rebroadcast 
by BBC. Radio Moscow declared: 

“Mr. Murrow maintains that he 
presented only his own opinion. But 
it is easy to guess that if this opin- 
jon were not in accord with the 
owners of the CBS and the firms 
advertising in CBS broadcasts, he 
would not have become vice chair- 
man of that system. He would even 
be deprivei on any means of voic- 
ing his opinion just like the former 
commentator of the system, the well 
known journalist, Cecil Brown. 

“Therefore, although Mr. Murrow 
does not pretend to voice U. S. 
Opinion in general, he certainly pre- 
sents the opinion of the U. S. mon- 
opolists controlling the CBS.” 


Their Separate Ways 


NBC, whose first annual con- 
vention in Atlantic City last 
fall grabbed more headlines 
than the NAB confab which it 
immediately preceded, will be 
divorced completely in ’48 from 
the industry meet. NAB meets 
in Los Angeles in May. 

NBC convention will take 
place next September. At the 
moment there’s a strong possi- 
bility it will be held either in 
Honolulu, Bermuda, Havana or 
Sun Valley. 


NAB Directors To 
Be Chosen by Mail 


_ Washington, Dec. 23. 
The membership of the National 
Assn. of Broadcasters has voted 
overwhelmingly to permit nomina- 
tion and election by mail of direc- 
tors who will take office in 1948. 
Vote on a by-law amendment to 
this effect was 749 to 9, NAB an- 
nounced over the weekend. 
As a result, by-laws now provide 
that all directors-at-large and those 
from NAB districts whose terms be- 
gin with the 1948 convention will be 
nominated. and elected by mail. 
They will then take office at the 
board of directors’ meeting follow- 
ing the Los Angeles’ convention in 
May. In the past, district directors 
have been elected at district meet- 
ings, while directors-at-large have 
been nominated and elected at the 
annual convention, 
At the same time, NAB informed 
its membership that a brochure con- 
taining info on opeh-end transcribed 
shows available for commercial 
sponsorship, will be put in the mail 
for them this week. 


Goodyear Rubber Has 
A Good Year With ‘Story,’ 
So Pacts Through ’48 


Goodyear has ordered renewal for 
a second year of “Greatest Story 
Ever Told” on ABC, effective Jan. 
25. Feeling generally expressed was 
that it demonstrated a high quality 
of programming can be handled in 
taste as an institutionally sponsored 
show and can pay off rating-wise, 
too. 

Manner in which “Greatest Story,” 
which dramatizes Biblical tales, has 
begun to take hold with listeners is 
seen in its rating climb. Stanza’s 
current 6.2 beats the CBS opposition 
show, “Pause That Refreshes” (5.9), 
and isn’t far behind “Hollywood Star 
oo . (8.1) and “Nick Carter” 
(7.8). 

“Greatest Story” paid off heavily 
in press notices at its outset, not only 
because of the nature of the program 
but because the tire company com- 
pletely eschewed commercials, con- 
fining sponsor identification to 
“Goodyear presents” tags fore and 
aft. Almost 100% praise from both 
lay and clerical sources as_ the 
stanza went through the year was 
satisfying response as far as Good- 
year was concerned. 

Tonight (Christmas Eve), inciden- 
tally, ABC and its affiliates are giv- 
ing time at 11:30 p. m., and Good- 
year is paying talent costs, to repeat 
last Sunday’s (21) sequence, the 
Nativity story called “No Room At 
the Inn.” 

Agency on the show is Kudner, 


MEX STATION FINED 26 
FOR RELIGIOUS B’CAST 


Mexico City, Dec. 23. 

Station XEW was fined $2,000 
(U. S.) by the Ministry of Com- 
munications and Public Works for 
airing on Dec. 12, Guadalupe Day, 
Mexico’s big annual religious holi- 
day, the sermon at the shrine here 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico's 
patron saint. XEW was the only sta- 
tion in Mexico to broadcast that 
sermon. 
Fine, however, was cancelled by 
Communications Minister Agustin 
Garcia Lopez. He said the broad- 
cast technically broke Mexican law 
that bans airing anything religious, 
but that no harm was done. How- 

















ever, XEW was warned against a 
repetition. 





NO ORDINARY ORGAN GRINDER 


NORMAN SORENSON 


One of Denver’s top organists, 
Norman Sorenson is featured on 
KLZ’s Sunday a.m, half-hour “Pent- 
house Serenade,” supplies curtains 
and backgrounds for other KLZ 


shows. 
KLZ, DENVER. 








FM Parity Is 
Sought Via 
3-Year Grants 


Washington, Dec. 23. 
FM Assn. called on the FCC yes- 
terday (22) to extend the present 
one-year FM licenses to three years. 
This would give FM parity with 
AM’ers, who now are licensed for 
the statutory limit of three years. 
NAB is expected to follow suit 
today and may seek similar exten- 
sion for both FM and tele. In urg- 
ing the change, FMA counsel Leon- 
ard Marks said yearly applications 
cause considerable expense and ef- 
fort. The longer license period 
would give more security to strug- 
gling FM’ers, he declared. Commis- 
sion was asked to hold oral argu- 
menf on the FM request. 
Move followed PCC action last 
week to permit staggering of FM 
license renewals instead of having 
them all expire automaticaliy on 
May 1, as they have in the past. 
The Commission press section in- 
advertently let the cat out of the 
bag that the FCC was considering 
three-year extensions by publishing 
an erroneous report to this effect 
which was later retracted. 


TRUE OR FALSE’ TO 
GET COM’L REVIVAL 


Mutual came up with an oldie, 
Harry Hagen’s “True or False” quiz 
show, which hasn’t been on the air 
since 1943, to pick off a piece of new 
business in Chicago this week. Shot- 
well Manufacturing Co., candy-bar 
maker, bought the stanza, now a 
Frederic Ziv package, after all four 
major webs reportedly had made 
strong pitches for the account. 

Shotwell sponsorship of the quiz- 
zer in the Saturday 5:30-6 p.m. period 
will starg Feb. 7. Deal covers the 
full net. To give the airer a buildup, 
Mutual will tee it off Jan. 10 on a 
sustaining basis, and additionally 
slot one of the web’s established 
mystery stanzas in the preceding 5 
o’clock segment, 

“True or False” will be aired at 
5:30 in all time zones, originating 
live out of New York. Agency for 
Shotwell is Wendell-Muench, Chi- 
cago. 

Hagen, who created and formerly 
emceed “True or False,” still owns 
title to it, but won’t be on the air 
in its revival. Bill Slater will em- 
cee. Stanza has been “freshened up” 
with added gimmicks since it faded 
from the ether. It was last heard 
on the Blue Network (now ABC). 
Show had sponsorship, including 
J. B. Williams shave cream, a total 
of five and a hhkif years, prior to ’43. 


Music Maestro Is Stamped 


Sylvan Levin, music director at 
WOR, N. Y., and an ardent stamp 
collector, will appear in a new, non- 
musical guise when he conducts a 
new airer, “All About Stamps,” on 
WOR, starting Jan. 17. Washington 
Press, of Newark, stamp outfit, is 
sponsoring a 15-minute airer. Satur- 
days, 10:15 a. m., in which Levin 
will discuss stamps, the collecting 
field, etc. 

Commentary will be completely 
adlib. There will be no music. Con- 











tract is set for 13 weeks. 


‘Star Spangled Radio 


Here’s the reason for Ed. Kirby’s 30-day hitch in a uniform. 
Kirby, former public relations director for the NAB and wartime 


radio director for the War Dept. 


, is bringing out a book entitled 


“Star Spangled Radio” for spring publication. With his former assist- 
ant, Col. Jack Harris (now managing the W. P. Hobby station KPRC, 
Houston) Kirby will co-author the story of radio in the war, the fluffs, 
achievements and a final chapter on what is needed in the way of 
radio preparedness in the event of another emergency. Book is heavily 
peppered with anecdotes on the headaches of the War Dept. brass, 


Ziff-Davis is the publisher. 


Irony of the situation is that, as is customary with semi-official 
volumes on the services, Kirby had to have the War Dept. okay his 
script. In reading it, the Army boys were apparently impressed with 
what he had to say on the dangers of trying to “ad-lib” our commu- 
nications systems through another war and promptly drafted him 
back into uniform for the 30-day hitch. His assignment: to make an 
official report on an emergency radio system. He goes back into mufti 


on New Years Eve 








FCC Sidesteps ‘Illegal Charge In 


OK’ing Review on N.Y. News FM Bid 





How Hooper Rates ’Em 


Gee Fis occ os sh conve 41.5 
SRC BOOTIE gc s cdeves's bacoreeer 
Truth Or Consequences...... 26.8 
PEGE Pe hc ac8 Karke oe oes 2000 
Finber 2 MOUy |. .oc ioe S508 25.8 
Charlie McCarey. o5 osecs shes 24.2 
Amos “RANGES. .6a.> 0205 . 2 24.0 
Lux Radio Theatre ..........23.3 
pe ry ee oe cma 
| Ae SE SENS eer ey re 20.8 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts ,....20.5 
Walter Winchell ............ 20.3 
Red SKOMOM 1.05.6. - ess wees . 20.0 
My Prisma TYG 2s. ise toe ce: 19.3 
NO PTC rere 19.2 





FCC Reverses 
In Brockton Too 


Washington, Dec, 23. 

Almost overlooked in the excite- 
ment over the second look FCC 
agreed to give the New York FM 
cases was its decision to reopen 
hearings on another highly signifi- 
cant three-way contest for a local 
watter in Brockton, Mass. 

Initially, an FCC proposal fa- 
vored bid of the Plymouth County 
Broadcasting Co., a local group, on 
ground its programming plans were 
superior to those of a second local 
applicant, the Bay State Beacon Co. 
Proposal was looked on at the time 
as possible test of the Commission’s 
Blue Book stand on programming, 
since the Bay State had proposed to 
offer for sale all but 4% of its air 
time. In final decision, Commission 
sidestepped the program issue and 
pulled a surprise move by prefer- 
ring the third bidder, the non-resi- 
dent Cur-Nan Co., on ground its 
principals would actively run the 
station. 

Cohn & Marks, attorneys for Plym- 
outh, promptly challenged this 
decision, calling for a rehearing, 
and arguing that less than a quorum 
of the FCC bench had sat on the 
oral argument. Only four FCC mem- 
bers had actually cast ballots and 
one of these, Commissioner Paul A. 
Walker, did not participate in the 
argument. 

On Friday (19) FCC called rehear- 
ing Jan. 12, and admitted that under 
its new policy, Walker would not 
have been authorized to vote. 


WAKEFIELD BOSS MAN 
AS GENEVA SESSIONS 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Former FCC Chairman Ray C. 
Wakefield has been named to head 
the Provisional Frequency Board, a 
new international radio agency 
which opens shop in Geneva, Jan. 
15. Wakefield is boarding ship for 
Europe next week. 


State Dept. recommended and 
President Truman approved the 
appointment, which runs for a mini- 
mum of 15 months but is expected 
to stretch out for at least two years, 
in view of the growing complica- 
tions in the international communi- 
cations picture. 


President Truman first renomin- 
ated Wakefield for a second seven- 
year term to the FCC and then 
withdrew the nomination last June. 
The White House move to place 
Wakefield as Chairman of the 





Geneva sessions was looked on here 
as Mr, Truman’s way of saying he 
had ne hard feelings toward the 
former FCC member and wanted 





him back in the government family. 





Washington, Dec. 23. 

Under pressure from the N. Y, 
Daily News, the FCC last week re- 
opened the controversial N. Y, FM 
cases and called for a second oral 
argument here Jan. 12, The News, 
a rejected bidder, had lambasted the 
Commission decision, charging that 
former FCC Chairman Charles R. 


Denny, Jr., had illegally voted on the 
case after agreeing to become NBC 
general counsel. 

However, in agreeing to review its 
decision, the FCC neatly sidestepped 
this charge by spelling out a new 
policy to govern the participation of 
Commissioners in final broadcast de- 
cisions. Agency ruled that hereafter 
Commissioners may not vote on final 
decisions unless they have sat in on 
the oral arguments. 

Neither Commissioners Denny nor 
Edward M. Webster had heard argu- 
ment on the N. Y. FM cases and, 
under this rule, would have been in- 
eligible to vote in the final count. 
Since Webster and Denny both voted 
against the News, voiding of their 
ballots would have resulted in a two- 
two tie vote on the newspaper’s FM 
bid. 

The News was one of five proposed 
winners of FM permits in an earlier 
finding but lost out to the Board of 
Missions of the Methodist Church in 
the Commission’s final balloting. 
Other winners were ABC-WJZ; 
WMCA; WPAT, Paterson, N. J.; and 
the Unity Broadcasting Corp. (Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers’ 
Union). 


The FCC ignored another of the 
newspaper’s arguments that Com- 
missioner Clifford J. Durr’s vote 
should have been thrown out inas- 
much as he weighed testimony frém 
the American Jewish Congress 
charging the News with an anti- 
Semitic, anti-Negro bias. The AJC 
testimony was rejected by an FCC 
majority as not “relevant.” 

New FCC Policy 


The N. Y. fight was directly re- 
sponsible for evoking the new FCC 
policy but the Commission on three 
other occasions has acceded to a re- 
quest for further hearings when less 
than a quorum of the present FCC 
bench had heard oral argument. 
For this reason, FCC recently gave 
a second hearing to station WORL, 
Boston on its bid for renewal 
license; to the bidders for a highly- 
contested frequency in Fort Wayne, 
and to participants in a telegrap 
rate case. 

Commission’s new policy may be 
waived if the parties themselves 
agree to let members vote regard- 
less of whether they heard argu- 
ments or -if necessary to get the 
votes of a quorum of the FCC bench. 
In any event, the new policy got the 
FCC off the spot on the News’ 
charge against Denny and set the 
pattern for future action. The News’ 
petition was filed by attorneys Louis 
G. Caldwell and Percy Russell. 


‘Comedy Writers Show’ 
Optioned by R&R Agcy. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency has 
grabbed a short-term option on 
“The Comedy Writers Show,” Frank 
Cooper Associates package featur- 
ing the top writers for top come- 
dians. 

Agency stepped in with a bid fol- 
lowing breakdown of negotiations 
between Cooper and Jack Benny’s 
Amusement Enterprises. Benny was 
reported hot for the stanza, but 
couldn’t reach a financial agreement 
with the packager. 
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Network Billings Up for First Time 
With September Total $15,252,130 


Four-network billings for the month of September reflect the gradual 


upbeat in gross time sales toward 


the year’s and, marking the first 


month in 1947 that showed an increase over the previous year. The 


$15,252,130 in gross time sales for 


over the '46 figure, with ABC showing an 11% 


the month represents a 1% hike 
boost; CBS up 7%; 


NBC down 2%, and Mutual down 25% 


On the cumulative side, the we 
with Mutual off 


ninth-month total by 3%, 
2% and ABC up 2%. 


still 
16%, 


bs were trailing 


NBC 


last year’s 
and CBS off 


GROSS TIME SALES FOR SEPT. 


(Estimated) 








1947 1946 
NBC - $5,260,048 $5,381,444 —2 
PRI ah pie eee a 3,656,012 3,266,086 +11 
NE ee uc ng wea ele 8 we 4,777,976 4,475,239 +7 
BRR Bae Pet a FS Rae S 1,558,094 2,010,615 —25 
$15,252,130 $15,133,384 +1 

FOR FIRST NINE MONTHS 
(Estimated) 

1947 1946 
Rly es ak heb ab 0406.9 $47,965,704 $49,138,727 —2 
RRA os sas hh be Sa ol +6 31,344,906 30,591,168 +2 
PE 0. ieee ab gas tsner's 43,531,803 44,366,173 ~ --2 
Re ce ee ot ee ben ws 16,022,514 19,033,623 —16 
$138,964,927 $143,129,691 —3 








Petrillo, Industry Circus May Be 
Sideshow for Battle of the Flacks 


James C. Petrillo may make peace 
with the broadcasting industry be- 
fore Jan. 31, when contracts expire, 
but there’s a whale of a battle of 
public relations counsels brewing as 
a prelude to the real showdown. 
This, of course, is just one of many 
strategists taking shape on both | 
sides. 

From the anti-Petrillo front this 
past week, in addition to already dis- 
closed legal and public relations 
phases of “all-industry” plotting, 
came passing but significant hints of 
strategies referred to as “legislative” 
and “government relations.” The ob- 
jective of these latter plans either 
isn’t specifically determined or is 





well under wraps, but can be 
guessed at. Congress reconvenes In 
January. 


An outside public relations coun- 
sel will be signed by the fight- 
Petrillo forces some time this week. 
The public relations subcommittee of 
the All-Industry Music Committee 
met yesteday (Tues.) at the Wal- 
dorf, N.Y., to settle upon a choice. 
The American Federation of Mu- 
Sicians meantime is shopping inten- 
sively itself for a public relations ad- 
viser. Petrillo emissaries and all- 
industry reps have been crossing 
paths in their canvass of New York 
public relations offices. 

It’s said the industry group is 
talking in terms of a $5,000 top 
monthly outlay for public relations 
counsel. Speculation has it that 
Petrillo, with a héavy slush fund on 
tap, probably is offering a consider- 
ably higher figure. 

Naming of public relations and 


(Continued on page 32) 


“34th St. Miracle,’ Snared 
By Lux, Was Most Sought 
After Property of Year 


“Miracle on 34th street,” snared 
by J. Walter Thompson as the 
Christmas Week “Lux Radio The- 
atre? attraction (22), actually de- 
veloped into the most sought-after 
film property in years for holiday 
showcasing. The JWT Hollywood 
Staff was given the nod from 20th- 
Fox in view of the strong Lux- 
agency tiein with the Coast studios. 
Virtually every dramatic show on 
the air put in a bid for “Miracle,” 
for it's regarded as the first truly 
Yule-spirited film that’s come along 
in a decade. It’s figured that, from 
here on, it wilP become one of those 
traditional standards for Yule-time 
airing. 

JWT, incidentally, effected a tieup 
With Macy’s in New York for the 
“UX stanza, with the department 
Store devoting a 34th st. window to 
trailerizing the CBS program and 











distributing handbills in the store. 


a 


ABC Swipes Texaco 

ABC swiped the Tony Martin 
show, Texaco’s “Star theatre,” 
away from CBS in a _ deal 
wrapped up late yesterday 
(Tues.). It was a case of ABC 
coming up with a choice time 
availability, the post-Crosby spot 
10:30 Wednesdays which is be- 
ing exited tonight (Wed.) by 
Henry Morgan. Texaco show 
will move into the period next 
week (31). Stanza is now in 
CBS’ 9:30 Sunday spot. 

Martin will follow Crosby in 
all time zones, hitting the ether 
at 9:30 except in the eastern 
zone. 

Agency is Kudner. 


Carr's Cabin A: 
Triple Threat 


One of the few instances of an 
original radio script getting a three- 
time network airing crops up next 
Saturday (27) when John Dickson 
Carr’s “Cabin B-13” will be slotted 
in the 8-8:30 p.m. CBS sustaining 
period. On its two previous CBS air- 
ings, Carr’s play was heard on the 
“Suspense” show, for which it was 
originally written. 

Despite the revived interest each 
season of establishing a repertory 
theatre idea so that radio could re- 
prise the mounting backlog of ex- 
ceptional scripts, radio is as far re- 
moved today from such a repeat 
technique as it’s ever been. Scripts 
getting a second coast-to-coast per- 
formance, not alone a third, are still 
a rarity. Lucille Fletcher’s “Sorry, 
Wrong Number,” now being made 
into a film, probably holds the 
record, with four network repeats, 
while Norman Corwin, notably with 
his “Plot to Overthrow Christmas” 
and “We Hold These Truths,” has 
been a two and three-time repeater. 

In the comedy scripting field, Fred 
Allen alone seems to perpetuate the 
repeats. His last Sunday’s “Santa 
Will Not Ride Tonight” performance, 
for example, has become an annual 
custom. 

“Cabin,” incidentally, is one of the 
scripts CBS is peddling to the pix 
studios and KNX, Hollywood, will do 
a special broadcast on Saturday, Jan. 
4. for Coast studio execs as a special- 
ty- directed sales pitch. 


DUANE JONES’ PIE CAMPAIGN 


Duane Jones is looking around for 
availibilities on women’s participa- 
tion programs in behalf of Mussel- 
man’s Apple Pie Mix. 

Most of the market are in the east. 


} 








FREE ENTERPRISE 
VIA WHITE BILL 


Washington, Dec. 23. 
radio legislation, which in- 
dustry spokesmen privately hailed 
as a 100° improvement over the 
original White Bill, will go before 
the Senate probably the first week 
|in January, it was revealed today 
(Tues.). The new measure was re- 
leased to industry representatives 
here yesterday (Mon.). The Senate 
is expected to pass the bill by what 
one Interstate Commerce Committee 
spokesman described as an over- 
whelming majority. 

Sen. Wallace White 
author of the legislation, and Sen. 
Ernest McFarland (D., Ariz.), dis- 
cussed it with the following industry 
men yesterday: CBS veepee Earl 
Gammons and general counsel Jo- 
seph Ream; ABC attorneys Joseph 
McDonald and John McKenna; NBC 
veepees Charles R. Denny, Jr., and 
Frank WN. Russel; dnd, for Mutual, 
attorney Louis Caldwell and Charter 
Heslep. Don Petty, NAB counsel, 
also attended. 

Network men expressed satisfac- 
tion with the entire bill, except for 
its authorization of FCC to review 
past programming of broadcasters 
in renewing their licenses. On the 
q.t., it was admitted that, despite 
vigorous support of NAB prexy 
Justin Miller’s stand that the FCC 
should be shorn of all but technical 
powers, the net reps did not expect 
this concession from Congress and 
are delighted with the rest of the 
measure. 

They are particularly pleased that 
the Senators dropped provisions 
setting a ceiling on station owner- 
ship, spelling out network regula- 
tions into law, and authorizing the 
FCC to weigh economic factors in 
licensing stations. While the legisla- 
tion empowers the FCC to take a 
backward look at programs, com- 
mittee members believe it bans fu- 
ture Blue Books. The language is 
specific that “it shall be the right 
and duty of the licensee to deter- 


New 





(R., Me.), 


of material to be broadcast.” 

If anybody has any kicks, it’s most 
likely to be the FCC. The new bill 
forbids a commissioner from accept- 
ing employment with any outfit. un- 
der the jurisdiction of the FCC or 


(Continued on page 35) 


47 Top Setaderi on ABC 





ADVERTISERS 
General Mills.......... .» $3,844,672 
Procter & Gamble..... co . 201,200 
Sterling Drug............ 2,025,714 
SORE Serres. . 2,020,098 
NE fos 5 bn ROL Ga comin - 2,010,932 
a eae - 1,952,030 
Quaker Oats......... see 1,809,665 
Libby, McNeill......... -. 1,649,626 
MN MUNN ovo 505 ok mes - 1,181,286 
Westinghouse .......... - 1,137,412 
Mix teee ee haces . aoe 1,071,725 
aa, Ms 4 o65.0 0x rant hae 1,067,725 
AGENCIES 
Dancer-Fitzgerald ....... $5,188,332 


J. Walter Thompson..... 4,006,234 
Kenyon & Eckhardt..... 3,275,973 
McCann-Erickson ....... . 2,520,472 
NS ay Mids wh dion .. 2,449,650 
ae ee Fe eee oe 2,812,823 
OO eee eee ee res -- 2,010,932 
Foote, Cone & Belding... 1,282,064 
Wee © 0 kd oti Rss cee AGS 1,181,286 
La Roche & Ellis........ 1,007,878 
 . . vate egal Pisieabee 916,430 
Wermtraub © c6 0652 + ewes ‘ 824,383 





Judge Justin Miller 


(President, National Asso- 


ciation of Broadcasters ) 
authors 


“On a Note of 
Common Interest” 


7 * 7 
an editorial piece in 
the upcoming 
42nd Anniversary Number 
of 


ARE 














FCC FITTED FOR STRAIT-JA 





mine both the character and source | 





This Shows Care 


Most refreshing switch of the 
week on the perennial Yule gift- 
ing of radio editors was the 
miniature (one ounce) bottle of 
Bisquit cognac sent out by 
WOV, the N. Y. indie. 

Enclosed notation said that the 
difference between the small 
and the regular size has been 
added to a check for CARE. 

WTOP Dittoes 
Washington, Dec. 23. 


CBS-WTOP pulled a real 
“public-service” stint here this 
week. Instead of distributing 


usual Christmas loot to the press 
corps, station took out one-year 
subscription for a CARE pack- 
age in name of each correspon- 
dent. 


FCC Okays Florida 


Station for Menser 











Washington, Dec. 23. 
Clarence L. Menser, former NBC 
;veepee in charge of programs, 


| picked up a station property in 
| Lake Worth, Fla. here last week 
|when an FCC majority okayed his 
purchase of WBLW for a sum not 
ito exceed $12,714. 

| Menser, who retired to Florida 
|earlier in the year, is buying the 
permit from James K. and Char- 
|lotte Edmondson, and is reimburs* 
j}ing them for actual expenses in- 
;curred in construction. to date. 
}Commissioners Paul. Walker and 
| Clifford Durr voted for a hearing 
ion the sale. 

Illinois, freshman 
Roy Clip- 


Out in Carmi, 
GOP _ representative 
pingher (R., Dil.) is the president 
of the Carmi Broadcasting Co. 
which is bidding for use of the 
1460kc channel for a fulltime kilo- 
watt station for the first local radio 
service in the town. Clippingher 
has been a newspaper publisher for 
the past 50 years and is majority 
stockholder of the Carmi Democrat- 
Tribune. 


BBC KEEPS $5,600,000 
FOR EUROPE SERVICE 


London, Dec. 23. 


Government has informed British 
Broadéasting Corp. governors that 
they intend, to continue full-scale 
finance for the corperation’s Euro- 
pean Service. Offical statement on 
the matter says they are keenly 
aware of the work which has been 
done by this service and of its im- 
portance to the government and to 
the country. 

Details of the official finance be- 
hind the service have just been re- 
vealed. They show that the Treas- 
ury grant which covers the ex- 
penses of the BBC European Service 
is made in respect to the Overseas 
Service of the BBC as a whole. The 
grant is at present at the annual 
rate of $17,600,000. Of this approxi- 
mately, $5,600,000 represents expen- 
diture on the European Service. 








Four of spot. radio’s top customers 
are carrying their commitments 
pretty much intact into 1948. The ac- 
counts are Procter & Gamble, Lever 
Bros., Colgate-Palmolive and Gen- 
eral Foods. 

Colgate renewed for 


Halo Shampoo, but cut down 


Flakes. 





taken a month’s hiatus, resuming its 
station list Jan. 12. 


Top Spots Stand Pat in 48. 


its dental | 
cream, Supersuds, Ajax Cleanser and | as sponsor of the Mutual kiddie strip 
its —and there’s no new bankroller in 
Vel schedule from 10 to 12 a week | sight. Meantime, the latest Hooper 
to seven a week. GF is carrying on | Pocketpiece gives “Superman” a 4.1, 
with its Minut products, but has | the highest rating among Mutual’s 
eliminated the spots for Grapefruit | afternoon kid shows, and the highest 


get-tough _policy designed to 
the network a greater 


give 
freedom in 


carrying out its programming con- 
cepts, CBS last week tossed a cou- 
ple of ultimatums at advertising 


agencies and the sponsors. 

In effect, the network, in modify- 
ing its long-standing policy on auto- 
matic contract renewals and elimi- 
nating “priority lists,” has served 
notice on the agencies and the clients 
that CBS knows what it's going after 
in establishing a program  se- 
quencing. Also that it doesn’t want 
to be hampered by commitments 
which might throw an otherwise 
balanced programming schedule out 
of gear. 

The notification went out over 
prexy Frank Stanton’s signature. 
Just how the agencies would take it 
is something else again. The web 
is prepared for lots of squawks, but 
intends to stick by its guns, feeling 
that it’s the network that must make 
the ultimate decisions of program 
acceptability. 

A few weeks back, CBS was in the 
process of reshuffling its Friday 
night schedule and served notice on 
Kenyon & Eckhardt agency that it 
was yanking the Borden-Mark War- 
now show out in order to move the 
stronger Ozzie and Harriet program 
into the spot. The agency, as was 
anticipated, let out a holler, point- 
ing, for one thing, to its automatic 
renewal contract. 

That incident, combined with 
others in which the web found it- 
self stymied by policy in attempting 


to effect program shifts, inspired 
the new ultimatums. Under the 
automatic renewal privilege, the 


client, at the end of each 13-week 
cycle, renews for an additional 52 
weeks, so that he’s always under con- 
tract for a full year, with never a 
termination date. 

CBS has now tossed out the 
privilege, so that at the end of 52 
weeks the contract terminates. If 
the web feels it can sfrengthen the 
evening’s program roster by putting 
in a stronger show, it can do so un- 
der the new plan. By December, 
1948, the last of the automatic re- 
newals will have expired and CBS 
gets a clear slate in getting rid of 
what it considers “dogs.” 

Similarly, CBS has been commit- 
ted to “priority lists” whereby 
clients doing business with the net- 
work get preferential treatment for 
time periods opening up. CBS is 
discarding the list. From now on 
it’s the program that gets the pref- 
erential treatment. 


Pat Ballard’s WOR (N.Y.) 





Cues 2506 Revel Suit 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Harry Revel has filed suit against 
WOR (NY) Monday (22) for $250,- 
000 charging that the station pirated 
his original idea, “Notes to You,” for 
the Pat Ballard show, “song writing 
machine.” 

Revel’s show, packaged by Com- 
modore Productions, was cut by 
KFWB last June, and was a sus- 
tainer on Mutual until dropped re- 
cently. Ballard show went on- the 
Mutual flagship two weeks ago. 
Songwriter charges Mutual never 
used his program idea as a sustain- 
er because the network said it was 
afraid it involved too many “legal 
entanglements.” : 


Super (Hooper) Man 


Robert Maxwell, producer of “Su- 
| perman,” had reason this week to 
|moan about “the irony of it.” 

Keilogg bows out this Friday (26) 














| elsewhere, except for “Jack Arms 


A fifth account, Celanese, has | strong’s” 4.3 on ABC. 


Mutual's holding “Superman” over 
on a sustaining basis, 


cKET 


Programs Now to Get Preferential 
Treatment at CBS, as Web Gives 
Ultimatum te Agencies, Sponsors 


+ As part of its newly-inaugurated 


‘Songwriting Machine’ 7 
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Par Asks Delay to Feb. 16 on FCC 


Interest in DuMont 


Hearings on 


Washington, Dec. 23. : 
Aitorneys for Paramount Pictures 
Jast week asked the FCC to postpone 
to Feb. 16 a hearing now skedded for 
Jan. 5 in Washington on the issue of 
Par’s ownership and management in- 
terest in the Allen B. DuMont Tele- 
vision Laboratories.. Pic company 
gave the holiday season and last- 
minute bids from a half-dozen com- 
panies for video operation in Boston, 
Cleveland and Detroit as reason for 
seeking more time. 

Meanwhile, Par 
cided not to protest 
cedure in probing the Par-Du- 
Mont ownership issue in a con- 
solidated hearing with other Detroit, 
Cleveland and Boston tele applicants. 
Feeling earlier was that it gives the 
competition a chance to gang up on 
Par and DuMont, particularly in 
Cleveland and Boston, where the 
bidding for television spectrum is 
most spirited. 

In Boston, for example, eight bid- 
ders are after the town’s two re- 
maining video slots in what promises 
to be the biggest fight since the New 
York tele hearing. In the race are: 
CBS; Par subsidiary, New England 
Theatres, Inc.; Boston Metropolitan 
Television Co., whose prime mover is 
Ira Hirschman, owner of WABF, 
Manhattan FM outlet; E. Anthony & 
Sons, publishers of the New Bedford 
and Hyannis (Mass.) Times-Stand- 
ard, who are also applying in nearby 
New Bedford; Empire Coil Co., 
radio newcomer which has a total of 
four video bids on the griddle; New 
England Television Co., another 
radio newcomer, headed by bus com- 
pany operator Alfred DeMaris, with 
bids in for both Boston and nearby 
Fall “River, Mass.; Cowles station | 
WCOP; and the Boston Herald-Trav- 
eler station WHDH, which plans a | 
luxury operation for which the 
paper is lending the radio company 
some $700,000 to underwrite a tele 
operation. Boston’s other three 
channels are already held by West- 
inghouse station WBZ-TV, Ray- 
theon’s WRTB and Yankee Network 
station WNAC-TV. Both WBZ and 
WNAC expect to be on the air by 
spring, °48. 

In Cleveland, DuMont will face 


counsel has de- 
FCC’s pro- 








tough competition in its bid for one 
of the town’s two remaining slots. 
(And this number may be shaved to 
one, unless FCC finds more spectrum 
for Cleveland after the No. 1 video 
channel has been. shifted to non- 
broadcast radio users.) 


Cleveland contenders include: 
newly-filed bid from William 
O’Neill’s WJW, seeking use of the 
No. 2-slot. O’Neill has commitment 
for a $500,000 loan from his family— 
the General Tire and Rubber peo- 
ple—to bulwark his tele costs. Gen- 
eral Tire controls the Yankee net. 
Also in for Cleveland tele are local 
stations WGAR and WHK, both of 
whom have plenty to spend on video. 


In Detroit, with three of the four 
allocated channels already assigned, 


Paramount subsidiary United Detroit. 


Theatres, will have to do vigorous 
battle with WJR, the Goodwill Sta- 
tion, and with the Fort Industry Co., 
which seeks to shift from the No. 2 
to No. 5 channel. United Detroit's 
bid is for the No. 5 slot. 


Ford, GF Still Sitting Out 
1006 Dodger Price in ’48; 
Old Gold May Get Share 


Ford and General Foods have yet 
to exercise their options on the tele- 
vision broadcasts of the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ baseball games over 
WCBS-TV for the 1948 season. 
Branch Rickey, the Dodgers presi- 
dent, has set a price of $100,000 on 
the rights and he has made it man- 
datory that the entire schedule of 77 
home games be picked up. The 
rights figure is the same that pre- 
vails in-the Ballantine-N. Y. Yank- 
ees deal. 

The option provides that Ford, 
which holds the No. 1 option, may 
underwrite all the games or share 
them with GF. If Ford waives thé 
option GF will have the same 
privileges but the food packer's co- 
sharer could under option No. 3, as 
stipulated by Rickey himself. be 
Old Gold, which airs the audio ver- 
sion over WHN, N. Y. 








Fert Wayne—William Clausen has 
been elected veepee in charge of 
manufaciuring of the Farnsworth 
Television and Radio Corp., which 
he joined last August. 
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Allen B. DuMont 


observes 


“Television: 
$125,000 and You’re 
in Business”’ 


* * 
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Sports Group 
Wants Video Cut 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Spurred by the conflict over fights 














on television, pugs and their man- 
agers are forming an official organ- 
ization to carry on their battle. Ap- 
plication has been made for a char- 


ter under the label of Boxers, 
Coaches & Managers Assn. 


While ostensibly a standard busi- 
ness organization for mutual dis- 
cussion of problems, etc., its primary 
purpose is to unite fight talent for 
the purpose of battling. promoters 
for a share of tele and other outside 
money. Group, according to attor- 
neys, is forming under a long dor- 
mant charter picking up an associ- 
ation that expired many years ago. 
State charter is expected this week, 
with election of officers to follow. 





Fort Wayne—Farnsworth Televi- 
sion and Radio Co. reported net 
profit for the first six months, end- 
ing Oct. 31, of $538,356, after taxes 
were deducted. This compared with 
$259,075 net loss in the same period 
of the previous, fiscal year after tax 


Television Reviews 





LUNCHEON AT THE WALDORF 
With Jay Martin, guests 

Director: William Garden 

45 Mins.; Thur., 1 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNBT, N. Y. 

This new There, 
presented by WNB ‘ 
matter-of-fact video version of the 
radio series of the same title that 
Ilka Chase did for Camel cigarets 
several years ago. The idea is en- 
tertaining confab over the consome 
and salad at America’s plushiest ho- 
tel. Miss Chase did it with an or- 
chestra and much gay chit-chat of 
the smart east side Manhattan brand 
of sophistication. Jay Martin, a per- 
former from musical comedy, finds 
the video medium more constricting, 


daytime series 
is a sort of 


|so the grub and gab stanza is just 


a bit earth-bound. 

Of course, the basic idea of a tele- 
vision show on a weekday lunch- 
hour may be intended merely as an 
experiment. It remains to be seen 
whether the femme video public 
will turn from domestie duties 
(or stay home from that luncheon- 
bridge) to follow this opera. As for 
the tavern and restaurant television 
trade, it seems an unlikely audience 
for such a show. He 

Television budgets being what 
they are, there’s clearly little coin 
availfble for talent for a show like 
“Luncheon at the Waldorf.” There- 
fore, the visitors will inevitably be 
people with a cause to promote. 
That means the general subject of 
palaver will be what is known as 
special interest, which is another 
name for limited interest. 

That, at least, applies to the series 
premiere Thursday (19), when the 
guests were four femme aviation 
enthusiasts, including Betty Jane 
Williams, president of the WASP 


(Continued on page 34) 


Finley Plans Lensing 
All Its Coast Teleshows 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Filming of all of its local televi- 
sion production after Feb. 1 is 
planned by Finley Enterprises, ac- 
cording to announcement. 

“Canning” will serve the two-fold 
purpose of insuring polished live 
shows, with the films being used as 
a guage prior to original live airings, 
plus making the same shows avail- 
able for purchase to sponsors and 
stations elsewhere in the country. 
Open end reels a Ja transcriptions 
will permit the insertion of plugs 








fore and aft. 


| # | T | ee 
With new television stations on the prowl for personnel, American 
Theatre Wing is making a special pitch to lure ex-GIs into enrolling for 
the eighth term of its tele course, which starts Feb. 14. Classes will be 
limited as usual but, with the increased demand for station staffers, the 
ATW hopes to get as many as possible to take advantage of the course. 
Preliminary term is a seminar, tomprising lectures by industry toppers as 
a general introductory survey of the medium. This serves as a prerequi- 
site for the workshop course, in which the students rotate in handling 
all phases of production, from writing and directing through acting. Lat- 
ter course is taught by Harvey Marlowe and the students are given a 
chance to work with live studio equipment at Bill Still’s W8XJT in Ja- 
maica, Long Island. : 
Several students who have completed the ATW course have already 
received good tele jobs. Full info can be obtained from ATW supervisor 
Byron McKinney at the Wing’s headquarters, 730 Fifth avenue, N. Y. 


carryback credits. 








First test case on whether a landlord has the right to tear down a ten- 
ant’s television antenna started in N. Y. magistrates’ court yesterday 
(Tuesday). Suit was fifed against the owners of Fort Tryon Gardens, 
Inc., by Irwin Shane, publisher of Televiser and exec director of the 
Television Workshop, who alleged the landlord ripped down his antenna 
because he refused to sign a 15% rent increase.” 

According to Shane, he received permission to install the antenna last 
May and subsequently bought a $400 table model. Seven months later, 
he declared, he received a registered letter giving him five days to remove 
the roof installation. He alleged he was told he could keep the antenna 
providing he signed a new lease granting the 15% hike. Shane termed 
this “outright coercion” and “blackmail.” 





Video blow-out of the Thackreys, now in prospect here via the pro- 
posed sale of their Coast ether interests (KLAC, Los Angeles and KYA, San 
Francisco) may precipitate a mad scramble for- newly available channels 
in the two towns, once SRO with all taken. Sale of stations, -obviously, 
does not necessarily entail purchase of video rights also since the FCC 
must approve in both mediums. Too, if Metro or Jack Wrather buy, as is 
reliably reported to be in the works, neither may want the television 
permits. It’s conceivable that CBS already has its ear cocked and plea 
aimed. With things beginning to move on the Coast videowise no one will 
BS ha to see a Bigb bag materialize if the channels are thrown open 

ids. . 





‘Tis the “ham” in wrestlers that makes them eager to get their muggs 
on television, figure Coast sports promoters who should know. The groan- 
ers cause no such ruckus as the fighters over rights, etc. and are very 
agreeable to the whole thing sans extra coin. At every opportunity, say 
promoters, the groaners seek out cameras for some out ’p out direct mug- 
ging, getting vicarious kicks out of knowing they were being lensed and 
aired, an unusual treat for wrestlers not usually afforded air at all. Too, 
the matter of finances is considerably less than that involving fighters. 
Top name groaners never get over 10% of the net, but pugs get from 20 
to 40%, depending on their value, so any imagined loss at the gate due to 
video can represent considerable (on paper) coin to fighters. 





Capt. Bill Eddy, director of WBKB, Chicago, reported to “have had 
strong bids for westward extension of WBKB’s microwave relay. Points 


are reported to be Rockford, Il, and the Tri-Cities, Davenport, Rock 
Island and Moline. 








Stalin Won't Like This 


American Television Society pulled one of the best gags of the year 
_at its Christmas party-luncheon at the Hotel Commodore, N. Y., Mon. 

day (22). In advance publicity notices, ATS listed as its guest speaker 
the Soviet Commissar for Television, who was to discuss the develop. 
ment of tele in his home country and compare it to the U. S. industry, 

Reporters from both the trade and consumer press cornered the guy 
all togged out ina Russian officer’s uniform, and he answered all 
questions in a slight Russian accent with intelligent, albeit amazing 
statements, These included remarks that all Russian video was being 
done in Technicolor; 183 stations are now on the air, and talk of the 
development of a pocket-size portable set. Once he got up to speak 
however, he immediately ldunched into a vicious tirade against the 
FCC and the U. S. government, declaring they were responsible for 
holditg tele back from the growth it’s enjoyed in Russia. 

ATS members and their guests, meanwhile, didn’t know whether to 
laugh or get angry, even when emcee Dennis James took exception to 
the guy’s remarks and squirted him with a seltzer bottle, smashed a 
custard pie in his face and poured water over his head, all to show him 


how American humor is better than that in Russia. 


Woman in the 


back even got up to complain about the poor treatment being given 


a representative of a foreign government. 


Gag was not revealed until 


the Russian finished his speech and James introduced him as actor 


Doug Chandler, 








a 





IATSE Moves in On Coast Video: 


Par's KTLA Expects 


Closed Shop 





Plan Dickens Classic 
As Annual DuMont Fare 


DuMont will preem what’s to be 
an annual Christmas Day affair to- 
morrow . (Thursday) with presenta- 
tion of Charles Dickens’ “Christmas 
Carol.” Officials of the net hope they 
can build the show into equal status 
with the radio version of the classic, 
which has starred Lionel Barrymore 
over the ABC web for the last 10 
years. 

John Carradine will play Scrooge 
in DuMont’s adaptation, which is to 
be produced in the studios of WABD 
(N.Y.), and will be carried to 
WFIL-TV (Philadelphia), WMAR- 
TV (Baltimore) and WTTG (Wash- 
ington). Hour-long play is to employ 
12 sets and a cast of 22. Carradine’s 
1l-year-old son will also appear in 
the show. 

Entire production is supervised by 
DuMont program manager James L. 
Caddigan. David Lewis will produce 
and direct, with Rudy Lucek design- 
ing the sets. Frank Bunetta is tech- 
nical director. 


U Discreetly Grabs Off 
Free Time, Publicity. In 
‘Indiscreet’ Short Deal 


Universal Pictures has made a 
neat deal for itself in launching the 
first of a series of trailers for its 
films on television. It’s using a five- 
minute short on “Senator Was In- 
discreet” over the NBC network and 
WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.) but paying 
for only 30 seconds. That’s the time 
for the plug, which announces the 
film’s Broadway opening, with the 
ether four-and-a-half minutes bein 
chalked up to “entertainment.” NB 
and CBS, for. one reason or another, 
have gone for the deal. ’ 

U officials point out that it’s the 
first time scenes from a new picture 
have been made available to tele 
broadcasters. As such, they claim, 
they should have the time for free. 
It’s believed that NBC and CBS top- 
pers: have consented to the deal on 
the assumption that it will mark 
the breaking-in process for film ad- 
vertising on video, something which 
had long been considered a natural 
but which, until the “Indiscreet” 
trailer, hadn’t materialized. 

As for the trailer itself, it ap. 
parently wasn't produced especially 


(Continued on page 34) 


PAR MUM ON ITS PLANS 
FOR THEATRE VIDEO 


Paramount television officials are 
sitting tight on their future plans to 
begin commercial use of the 
recently-unveiled intermediate film 
method of theatre tele. According 
to Par veepee Paul Riabourn, the 
system will be installed in Par the- 
atres in “due time.” He added that 
no special tele theatres are contem- 
plated for its use. 

For those skeptics who doubt that 
Par can throw a film on the screen 
within 66 seconds after it has re- 
corded the film off the face of a 
viewing tube, the company has in- 
stalled a test room in its homeoffice. 
Doubting Thomases are taken into a 
small tele studio and invited to take 
part in a short tele broadcast. From 
there, they’re quickly ushered into 
an adjoining room, where they see 
themselves on a regular projection 
room scr en, all within the space of 
little more than a minute. 











Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Though the affirmative vote did 
not come off this week as antici- 
pated, it’s a virtual foregone con- 
clusion that IATSE has set its feet 
in Coast television, too, via Para- 
mount’s KTLA here. EB 

When the staff of 13 there con- 
cerned vote, and it’s expected before 
the showdown date of Jan. 1, date 
of the Rose Bowl classic when news- 
reel cameramen threaten to walk if 
KTLA’s non-union crews are cover- 
ing, it will establish the IA’s first 
Coast tele shop. For going along, 
and from here it looks like top level 
Par pressure was brought to bear 
in the east via IA prexy Richard 
Walsh, the men will get an autono- 
mous shop strictly for all phases of 
video, 

And even before that is a fait 
accompli, the IA is already moving 
in the direction of other Coast, cities, 
notifying its locals in San Francisco, 
San Diego, Portland, Seattle, etc., te 
start aceing in on video in an all- 
out drive to beat others to the 
punch. Move is being kicked by 
Carl Cooper, local IA v-p, and Herb 
Aller, business rep of Local 659, In- 
ternational Photographers. It was 
Cooper who gave the KTLA staff 
the direct pitch and asked for a vote, 
following Aller’s eschewing his solo 
drive for the lensers in favor of the 
overall pitch. 

Union will embrace cameramen, 
engineers, sound men, dolly and 
boom operators, prop men and 
other on stage and working before 
camera, though initially not includ- 
ing department heads and adminis- 
trative employees or executives. 
However, it’s hoped that all will 
eventually be absorbed. Also, there 
will be no immediate attempt at set- 
ting up job classifications, wages, 
hours, conditions or other regula- 
tions, aim being to wait six months 
or more until shop is solidly func- 
tioping and knows where it is going. 

Though now reaching for engi- 
neers, as it did with DuMont in the 
east, the feeling here is that some 
top level deal will yet be effected 
between the IA and the IBEW re- 
garding booth technicians. 


Traffic Jammed Up 
As Video Comes to Hub 
Via Dept. Store Window 


Boston, Dec. 23. 

First demonstration of video to 
the Hub public (there’s been a half 
dozen private showings) brought off 
by CBS in the windows of Filene’s 
department store, resulted this week 
in a traffic jam on mobbed Washing- 
ton street never equalled during the 
Christmas season. 

Show, piped in from CBS over 
the microwave relay link, alternated 
with local productions from inside 
the store staged by Continental Tele- 
vision using Transvision outfits. 

Promotion coincided with CBS’ 
application for a video outlet in 
Boston via WEEI, CBS-owned sta- 
tion in Boston, this being the eighth 
application for the two remaining 
video slots in the Hub. Other three 
already allocated to NBC (WBZ), 
Mutual (WNAC) and ABC (WCOP). 

Biggest contenders for the remain- 
ing two slots are thus CBS and 
WHDH, Herald-Traveler owned in- 
die currently edging the network 
outlets for top day-time audiences. 
If CBS gains one of the two slots, it 
plans to use a Medford hillside site 
already in the works as an FM sta- 
tion. 
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NBC Video's Boxoffice Score 


Year-end financial picture of NBC’s television dept. probably tells 


the most revealing story of all as 


to the network’s faith in the video 


medium (plus, of course, the backing up of the RCA parent company’s 
terrific investment in sets, equipment, etc.). 
Here, in a nutshell, is the 1947 financial story: 

NBC spent a total of $3,500,000, amount including programming, 


physical equipment, plus all other 


expenditures. As against this out- 


going coin, the year’s total revenue was $800,000. 
And here’s the picture as it shapes up for °48: 
NBC will pour an additronal $1,500,000 into the medium, for a total 


expenditure of $5,000,000. Amount 
—about double the °47 intake. 


of revenue anticipated is $1,500,000 








High Sponsor Spotting Highlights 


GF's Own Survey of Video Field 


Long-standing plea of advertisers 
and agencies that the television in- 
dustry furnish them with some vital 
gtatistics on video was partially 
answered last week—but the statis- 
tics were furnished by an advertiser. 

Apparently reluctant to wait for 
the industry to kick through with 
the facts it felt it needed before 
mapping plans for its tele work in 
1948, General Foods set out in search 
of its own info. After several 
months search for “pure truth,” GF 
came up with results to warrant 
the “continued use of television in 
1948 as an effective supplementary 
medium for commercial sponsorship 
in the N. Y. metropolitan market.” 

GF based its decision on ‘many 
important factors, several of which 
have been withheld from _ public 
view because of~their competitive 
nature. Research committee, work- 
ing under the direction of GF tele 
chief Howard M. Chapin, also with- 
held a mass of individual program 
and station ratings because, accord- 
ing to Chapin, “we don’t believe 
such information is reliable in tele- 
vision’s present stage of develop- 
ment.” He pointed out that there are 
no definite viewing trends or habits 
now but that viewers “go all over 
the map trying to find a show to 
entertain*® them.” 


Probably the most important dis- 
covery of the survey, as far as ad- 
vertisers are concerned, is the ex- 
tremely high sponsor identification 
figure. Average correct identification 
for seven shows checked by C. E. 
Hooper’s coincidental method was 
68%. Of those correctly identifying 
the sponsor, an average of 36% could 
state one or more of the sales points 
actually made in the commercial. 
For the same seven shows, of those 
who could oorrectly identify the 
sponsor, an average of 41% could 


(Continued.on page 34) 


ST. LOO USES TELE AS 
BOGUS BILL DETECTOR 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 

After U. S. Secret Service agents 
received beefs that 43 phony $10 
bills had been passed in this burg 
in recent weeks. KSD-TV invited 
Leo A. Smugai, agent in charge, to 
Participate in a tele demonstration 
to warn shopkeepers. Smugai used 
Photos of both genuine and phony 
bills, blown up to 50 times actual 
size, to indicate flaws in the bogus 
bills while comparing them with the 
8enuine ones. 


While Smugai was at it he also 
showed several different phony 
quarters and half-dollars that were 
recovered in this area in recent 
months. It was the first time locally 
that television was used for this 
Purpose. 


Hartford’s Video Scramble 


Hartford, Dec. 23. 
Week of Jan. 21 has been set aside 
or series of hearings here on appli- 
cations for two clear television chan- 
nels for Hartford. Four applications 
have 
cepted by FCC, with a fifth under- 


si to be on its way to Washing- 
n. 


ton tready rolling up their sleeves 
or & hot fight for the tele franchise 
are =WTIC, WDRC, WONS and 








WENB. WTHT over the weekend | 
tags putting on finishing touches to | 
S app'ication and was expecting to | 


mace a party to the hearings. 


+ 
A 





thus far been received and ac- | 


GF’s ‘Future Prospects’ 

General Foods’ researchers on 
the prowl for television’s vital 
statistics discovered that bar 
and grill customers seldom get a 


chance to select their favorite 
tele shows. Program selection is 
usually the choice of the man- 
agement. - 


GF also discovered that bar 
patrons, probably under the in- 
fluence of suds, are seldom at- 
tentive to commercials and that 
sponsor identification, conse- 
quently, is far lower than among 
home viewers. As a result, GF 
crossed the imbibers off their 
results, listing them instead as 
“prospects” for the future. 


Sports Promoters 
Nixing Air Rights If 
Tele Isn't Included 


With television finally assuming 
the proportions of big business, 
sports promoters have embarked on 
a new system of refusing to sell ra- 
dio rights to any of their major 
events unless the buyer agrees to 
take video rights at the same time. 

Latest instance, is the Kentucky 
Derby, which is being offered to ad- 
vertisers that way for 1948. Deal, 
being handled by announcer Clem 











tele price of $75,000, with the buyer 
getting an option under terms of the 
contract for five years. Gillette 
Safety Razor shelled out a reported 
$50,000 for 
last year. : 
Reason for tagging the video sale 
into the package deal is ostensibly 
to get more money for radio, since 
television will mean little to the 
| Derby, as far as direct transmission 
goes, for at least several years. 
| WHAS-TYV, tele outlet for the Louis- 
| ville Courier-Journal, may be on the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Tele Off to Jumpy Start 
In Cleveland, as WEWS — 
Hits Some Assorted Bugs 


Cleveland, Dec, 23. 

WEWS began its television opera- 
tion Wednesday (17) night and ex- 
cept for a few mechanical jars, the 
station gave the city a passable taste 
of video operation. 

Occasion was the Cleveland Press’ 
jannual Christmas show featuring 
Jimmy Stewart, emcee. For the 
opening, the Press, sister operation 
| to the Scripps-Howard WEWS, put 
!out a husky, well-advertised 76-page 
| supplement telling of the virtues of 
| video. It was significant in that the 
| Press. in the past, was not inclined 
to think highly of radio, and didn't 
allow opportunities to pass in which 
| it could take pot shots at its rival. 
Press is expected te work closely 
with WEWS in news operations. 

Mechanically, WEWS_ showed it 
| was being hurried into operation to 
meet the Stewart show. Audio failed 
for about 10 minutes when the sta- 
tion went on the air. Later, the par- 
abolic. antenna units, anchored to 
the roof of the auditorium, worked 
loose because of a heavy wind, and 
‘killed the video. 4 : ’ 

















McCarthy, calls for a joint radio-" 


radio rights alone this | 


ALARMED OVER 


New York television execs think 
that college athletic directors, as 
evinced at a convention here last 
week, are unduly alarming them- 
iselves over what video might do to 
|their gates in the years to come. 
Unless they are posing this spectre 
jfor bargaining purposes, the collegi- 
date directors, say the television 
men, can on inquiry collect enough 
evidence to allay their fears. 

Delegates to the local session of 
the Eastern College Athletic Confer- 
ence raised a warning over the need 
for control of football telecasting as 
a whole to protect the colleges from 
attendance losses. Predicting that 
the era of large crowds may be over, 
some of the athletic directors urged 
a united collegiate front with a 
national .setup scheduling the video 
pickups, setting the fees and devis- 





It was even suggested that such 
setup be operated along the lines of 
ASCAP, with the television royalties 
paid into a joint fund and the money 
apportioned by points at the end of 
the season. 

While they see the prices to be 
paid for events something, like any 
other business, to be worked out by 
negotiation, the New York video 
execs hold that if collegiate football 
undertakes to measure these fees by 
a yardstick of presupposed loss in 
gate attendance it will be acting 
without logic or basis of background. 
There is yet to be produced, they 
point out, any evidence that the air- 
ing of a sports event has adversely 
effected attendance. 

On the contrary, a check with 
|sources that have regularly had 
| sports exhibits televised, such as 
|Madison Square Garden, N. Y., and 
\the Chicago Stadium, will disclose 
ithat if there have been any tell-tale 
marks they have been on the side of 
video. Cited as solid cases in point 
is the buildup of wrestling in Chi- 
cago as major boxoffice and the un- 
broken sellouts of important fights 
at the Garden. Operators of fight 
and wrestling arenas have in various 
localities conceded that the turnout 
continues as heretofore to depend 
on the strength of the card. 

Cite Jamaica Wrestling Test 

A recent experience of WABD, the 
Dumont outlet here, with the Ja- 
maica Arena is also cited as bearing 
out this argument. WABD had been 
carrying three events a week from 
the spot until two months ago when 
the arena’s operator, concerned by 
the poor business his Wednesday pro 
| boxing was doing, advised the sta- 
ition it would have to pay for the 
(Continued on page 34) 


WFIL-TV SETS COM’L 








DEAL FOR HOCKEY GAMES, 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 
WFIL-TV last week made its 
sports program 100% commercial 
with the sale of the telecasts of the 
home games of the Philly Rockets 
ice hockey team to Thornton-Fuller, 
auto distributors. 

| .Other sporting events on. the 
Philly Inquirer’s video outlet are the 





| home games of the Warriors, basket- | 


‘ball pro club, bankrolled by the 
| Norge distributors, household appli- 
;ances, and wrestling matches at the 





|Arena, sponsored by Scott and 
Grauer, beer distribs. 
Lloyd Lewis 
asks 
**“Some $64 Television 
Questions” 


in the Forthcoming 
42d Anniversary Number 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 














PORTS “GATE 


ing a code for handling the events. | 


COLLEGIATES SEEK VIDEO 


CODE 








Weekly Newsreel 


Newspaper-Owned Video Web May Be 
Forced to Evolve by Convention Setup; 


Swap Points Way 





What a Spot! 


New York video stations last 
week got their first inquiry from 
a brassiere manufacturer about 
buying time on the medium. In- 
terest was specifically in a series 
of spot announcements. 

The bra man was quoted the 
spot rate but was also advised 
‘that the business, of course, 
would have to be subject to ap- 
proval of commercial “copy.” 


Video Opening Its 
Purse Strings To 
Lure Top Names 


While slumping grosses in most 
forms of show business have led to 
|a drastic cut in salaries of most of 
| the name performers during the last 
| year, pay for top talent in television 
| has increased anywhere from 250- 
| 500% during 1947. 

Pay boosts, of course, are in line 
with tele’s steady pace of develop- 
ment during the last year, based on 
the inereased number of receiver 
sets in circulation. Latter factor has 
led to more sponsors entering the 
| medium and, by the same token, to 
|\larger budgets for most shows. 
| Tremendous hypoes in pay are con- 
| sidered all the more outstanding in 
|view of the fact that the talent 
|unions haven’t yet set up any mini- 
| mum wage scales for video. 

Name performers still aren’t draw- 
jing anywhere near the pay they 
would in their own media for a 
comparable stint. Fact that the cur- 
rent tele boom has attracted them in 
increased numbers, however, is be- 


(Continued on page 32) 


DuMont’s “Tele-Auction’ 
Show Seen as Spur ln 
Wooing Fashion Accounts 


“Tele-Auction” show over WABD 
(DuMont, N. Y.) last week, in which 
clothing, jewelry, etc... were auc- 
tioned off, is’ expected to influence 
many fashion accounts to plunge 
into television. Auction resulted in 
sales of $3,730 for the products do- 
nated by various manufacturers, 
with monéy turned over to the New 
-York Univ.-Belleuvue Medical Center. 

Fashion manufacturers, who've 
' shunned radio for the most part be- 
‘cause they couldn’t demonstrate 
|their products visually, have been 
| flirting with tele sporadically for the 
ilast year. Not until recently, how- 
ever, have many of them shown 
much interest, and what there has 
_ been has been confined to N. Y. re- 
' tail stores, such as Arnold Constable 
and McCreery’s. Result of the Du- 
| Mont show, it’s believed, offer defi- 
‘nite proof that tele offers the best 
' advertising medium to date for their 
products. 























ad gency, one of the leading agen- 
cies in the fashion business, and 
produced by Raymond 
Sterling was reluctant at first to 
take any advance publicity bows on 
the show through uncertainty as to 


the show has led Sterling to make 
a pitch for tele sponsorship to sev- 
eral of its clients. 

Studio audience bid on the 12 
items offered for sale. with home 
viewers invited to phone in pur- 
chase orders at the same price for 
duplicate items. Special phone lines 
manned by Conover models were 
jammed within a few minutes after 


continued to pour in for more than 
an hour after the signoff. All the 
merchandise was sold well over the 
wholesale price and in several’ in- 
stances above the retail price. 





Show was staged by the Sterling | 


E. Nelson, | 


how it would pay off. Success of | 


the show took the air and orders | 


* Necessity may aid the invention 
of the reported television network 
of newspaper-owned stations Un- 
able to get direct coverage of the 
political conventions from Philadel- 
phia next June because of the lack 

|of relay facilities, reps of the various 
|midwestern stations met in Philly 
jlast Friday (19) to map plans for 
| daily newsreel coverage of the con- 
claves. 

| Still reluctant to discuss plans for 

| the formation of such a web, tele 

| officials at the meet nonetheless 
| gave evidence of their intentions by 
|inviting representatives of two sta- 
| tions that will be on the air in the 
| metropolitan New York area before 
next June. WATV, Bremer’s future 
|tele outlet in Newark, and WLTV, 
|the N. Y. Daily News station, will 

both presumably have the same di- 

| rect coverage available to them that 

| will be available to the CBS, Du- 

|Mont and NBC outlets in N. Y. 
That they also attended the Philly 

| meet means there’s a good likelihood 
they, too, will join a newspapér net- 
work when it’s formed. 

Another factor tending to 
strengthen reports of a newspaper- 
|owned net was the tentative plan- 
| ning at the meet for a weekly tele 
newsreel exchange. Pool affair 
would provide complete newsreel 


coverage of important events in 
|member cities to all stations par- 
| ticipating in the plan. If the plan 


| went through, it would mean that 
| all member stations would no longer 
'be depentient on tele-reels of the 
| presently - established networks or 
| the new wire service reels, such as 
that recently inaugurated by Asso- 
ciated Press and International News 
Service. 
Clipp Called Conclave 


Meet, which was called by Roger 
W. Clipp, general manager of WFIL- 
TV (Philly Inquirer), was attended 
| by 25 officials of stations either now 
|in operation or slated soon to take 
ithe air. Clipp is also chairman of 
the radio and tele committee of 
Philly Mayor Bernard Samuel's 
citizens’ committee, which is han- 
dling plans for the forthcoming 
political conclaves. 

Group huddled on methods of re- 
laying the convention proceedings 
‘direct to the midwestern cities not 
connected with the present coaxial 
cable but gave’ up the idea because 
there’s no assurance that micro-wave 
relay links can be obtained and in- 
stalled in time for the meets. As 
an alternative, the group decided 
to film the proceedings in full each 
day on 16m film, which could then 
|be air expressed to the different 


(Continued on page 35) 


HOUSE LABOR MEETINGS 
ON FOUR-CITY WEB 


Washington, Dee. 23. 

When the House Labor Committee 
opens hearings about Jan. 19 to con- 
sider amending the federal antitrust 
laws to cover unions, first sessions 
will be televised and carried over a 
four-city web. Coverage will origi- 
/nate with WMAL-TV (Evening Star- 
| ABC) outlet and-will be handled by 
| WMAR-TY, in Baltimore: WFIL-TV, 
lin Philadelphia and) WCBS-TV, in 
|New York. 
| Among those expected to go before 
the video c&meras will be Cecil B. 
DeMille, who has been fighting 
|} AFRA, and James C. Petrillo, re- 
| garding his recording ban. Status ot 
‘television, itself, will be considered, 
since there are restrictions on the 
'use of other radio material on tv. 


Kraft Renews for Year 


Kraft has renewed its television 

_contract with the NBC web for a 
j}second year of one-hour dramatie 
| shows, effective Jan. 1. Agency is 
| J. Walter Thompson. 
Kraft has set no overall tele bud- 
| get for the year. Cost will be higher 
iin 1948, however, since NBC has 
‘upped its rates effective the first of 
ithe year. Another boost in rates is 
‘scheduled to take effect April 1. 
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Mayflower Rule Proponents Go 
On Record Early; Rest Look to NAB 


+2, 








Washington, Dec. 23. * 

Ii looks here as if the guys who 
gre plugging’ most strongly for re- 
tention of the FCC’s Mayflower 
tuling banning editorializing by 
yadio stations are getting them- 
selves on record early, while those 
who want to upset the ban are 
waiting for the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters to call the plays. 

This, at any rate, is indicated by 
eatly replies to some 85 _ invites 
FCC issued to potential witnesses 
at the March 1 hearing. NAB, 
which has evidenced plenty of | 
signs of trying to run the hearing 
for the Gommission, has also in- 
vited over 60 pix, radio and press 
reps to speak their pieces, many 
of whom also show up on FCC’s 
ist. 

To date, here’s how the responses 
stack up: The CIO notified the | 
government last week it will testify | 
and hinted it supports the May- 
flower ban. George Shuster, Presi- 
dent of Hunter College and a mem- 
ber of the President’s Commission 
on Civil Rights, ducked FCC’s in- 
“vite to testify but went on record 
as strongly favoring the editorial 
ban. Zechariah Chafee, Harvard | 
University’s expert on _ constitu- | 
tional law and “free speech,” took | 
issue with NAB prexy Justin Mil- | 
ler and told the FCC the Mayflower | 
ban “is clearly constitutional.” 
added, however, he hadn’t made up | 
his mind whether it was good* or 
bad and probably wouldn’t testify. 

O. Thomas Franklin, News 








strongly supported the Mayflower | 


ban. 
of the American Jewish Congress 


di- | 
rector. of KYA, Frisco, told FCC he | radio consultant, 


Ditto for Rabbi Stephen Wise | 


The Femme Angle 
Washington, Dec. 23. 
The NAB has sent a memo to 
several of its committees regard- 
ing a meeting to be held in 
Washington in January. 
Meeting, memo says, is to-be 
held in the NAB Broad Room. 


WORL Grab Bag 
‘Preemed in Hub 


Boston, Dec. 23. 

Long-awaited Christmas grab bag 
for WORL, Hub sstation recently 
ruled up for sale by the FCC, began | 
this week as the FCC hearings 
opened before examiner Hugh B. 
Hutchinson in the Federal building. 
Radio circles have long been won- 
dering who'd turn up under the va- 
rious corporate names long since} 
posted. 

Testifying for the Beacon Broad- 
casting Co., Ine. were John T. 
Burke, a Hub ad exec, listed as | 
| president; George M. Jaspert, vice} 
| president; Daniel J. Lynch, clerk of 

















He ithe Boston municipal criminal court 


las treasurer; special justice James 
M. Langan, clerk and C. Edward |} 
Rowe, director. .Of these only Jas- | 
pert, formerly with WBZ and long a 
has had a long 
connection with radio. 

Also applying Was the Pilgrim 
Broadcasting Co., and still to be 


who said the Committee will tes- | heard are the Boston Radio Co., Ine., 


tify in favor of keeping the ruling | Bunker Hill Broadcasting Co., 


on the books. 


Inc., 


‘and Joseph Silimene of Boston. | ; 


On the other side of the fence, | None of the applicants for the 950- 


the Iowa Assn. of Radio News Di- | kilocycle assignment, are in the in- | 
rectors forwarded FCC a resolution | dustry. 


eondemning the Mayflower decision. 

Charles Siepmann, former BBC 
director and: one of the author’s of 
FCC’s controversial Blue _ Book, | 
wrote he will testify but didn’t com- 
mit himself pro or con the editorial 
ban. Cranston Williams, head of 


. the powerful American Newspaper 


Publishers Assn., said ANPA hasn't 
made up its mind whether or not 
to appear at the hearing. 


Vic Ratner Explains 
Why CBS Reaches Out. . 
To N.Y. Consumer Press 


New York.’ 





Editor, Variety: 

You report that the trade feeling 
around N. Y. is that, whether CBS 
or NBC is right in claiming to be the 
most effective network, the issue 
didn’t belong in full-page advertise- 
ments in the consumer press. 

This puzzles me. 

What’s wrong with the good old 
American system of being honestly 
eompetitive. ..anywhere? 

If there is a competitive issue be- 
tween CBS and NBC—and there is! 
—why. be ashamed to discuss it in 
front of any audience? 

But perhaps the trade feels this is 

a “dog-fight.” 

You say, for exaniple, that “the 
NBC boys are of the opinion there’s 
mo source for the, lengthily-docu- 
mented copy in the CBS ads.” 

That also puzzles me. 

We offered any reader of the ad- 


(Continued on page 35) 


FCC OKAYS KWFT SALE 
TO EXHIBITORS FOR 6906 


Washington, Dec. 23. 

Group headed by prominent pix 
exhibitors won FCC approval last 
week to buy regional station KWFT 
and KWFT-FM, Wichita Falls, for a 
sales ticket of $690,000. 

Veepee of the buying company is 
E. K. Rowley, owner of Theatres 
Enterprises, Inc. of Dallas and oper- 
ator of the Arkansas Amusement 
Corp’s chain of pix houses in the 
southwest. H. J. Griffith of Los An- 
geles, head of the Griffith pix cir- 
cuit which last week defended itself 
on monopoly charges before the Su- 
preme Court, is a part-owner of 
KWFT and sole owner of KEPO, 
El Paso. 

Griffith recently dropped a bid for | 
@ station in Parsons, Kan. Presi- 
dent of KWFT is Kenyon Brown of | 





Wichita Falls, owner of the Okla- | | broadcasting. 


jhoma City Music Co. and holder of 
the Muzak franchise in that tewn. 





IRVING *(4) CAESARS’ 
SHOW GETS A SPONSOR 


Irving Caesar’s four-men-in-one 
show has taken the fancy of the 
Brass Rail restaurants in New York. 
Bistros will sponsor the songwriter’s 
“Four Caesars” stanza, which had 
an audition airing on Mutual’s “For 





Your Approval” last month, over 
WOR, N. Y., Sundays starting 
Jan. 18. 


Show, produced by Jock Mac- 
Gregor, is built around Caesar’s own 
tcompositions, including his best- 
known “Songs of Safety,” and bills 
the composer. as (1) songwriter, (2) 
singer, (3) “ambassador for friend- 
ship of all nations” and (4) “com- 
missioner for safety of the nation.” 


Mutual Gets Tough, Too 


is a case of the network 
Pisa. B- the sponsor. Mutual’s had 
enough of Whitehall Pharmacal’s 
eight-station “test” sponsorship of 
the nighttime strip, ‘Real “Stories 
from Real Life,” and is going out to 
find a full net sponsor for this show 
or some other for the 9:15 p.m. cross- 
the-board slot. 

Whitehall whittled down its tab 
from 66 stations to eight when the 
hiatus period arrived last summer. 
When the fall came, the sponsor 
asked to continue the eight-station 
deal as a “test.” Now the web feels 
it has gone along on this basis long 





Flash: NAB Raids FCC 


Washington, Dec. 23. 
The National Ass’n of Broadcast- 


ers reached into the FCC last week 
and hired away Neal McNaughton, 


international allocations expert, 
McNaughton will move over NAB 
Jan. 1 as assistant director of the 
broadcast engineering department. 
Move is almost unprecedented since 
NAB seldom, if ever, raids the radio 
agency for personnel, Addition of 


McNaughton presages expanded | 


NAB participation in international 
radio matters. 

His principal job for the next year, 
it was explained, will be to assist 
NAB engineering director Royal S. 
Howard in preparing for the upcom- 
ing North American Regional Broad- 


casting Agreement conferences. | 


| Present NARBA expires March, 
11949, and NAB has tabbed two en- 
tire days of its next annual Conven- 
tion for an engineering conference. 
Trade association also expects to 


scores use of McNaughton’s exten- | 


lsive knowledge of the shortwave 
radio field and is urging broadcast- 
ers to inform themselves of interna- 


; tional radio problems. 





Mutual's Series 


On Civil Rights 


Mutual may put its heaviest pro- 
motion push to date in a four-broad- 
cast public service series on “To Se- 
cure These Rights,” the recent re- 
port of the President’s Committee on 
Civil Rights. 
stage calls for, 
; enlistment of a wide variety of na- 
tional organizations to alert their 
memberships to the importance of 
|'the message. 


Series will be based on Section 


Two of the committee report, titled | 


“The Condition of Our Rights,” each 
broadeast to foeus on one of the 
four points under that heading: ‘‘The 


Right to Safety and Security of the | 


Person,” “The Right to Citizenship 
and Its' Privileges,” “The Right to 
Freedom of Conscience and Expres- 
sion,” and “The Right to Equality of 
Opportunity.” 

Initial sequence will be aired 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, 9:30-10 p. m. Dates 
for the succeeding three haven't 
been set. Mitchell Grayson, director, 
and Arnold Perl, writer, who are do- 
ing Mutual’s current series on “Your 
Children Today,” this week were en- 
gaged for the “Rights” series. It’s 
probable that Charles E. Wilson, 
General Electric prexy who headed 


asked to tee off the’ series, which 
will be produced under the direction | 
of Elsie Dick, MBS’ director of edu- 
cational and religious programs. 


Surprising response the network | 
received to its current “Your Chil- 
dren” series, in the form of lauda- 
tory letters from individuals and or- 
ganizations in nearly every state 
asking for hundreds of copies of the 
scripts, is encouraging the web to 
step out in documentary program- 
ming. The “Rights” series, it's felt, 
not only will make an auspicious 
Start for 1948, but is of such conse- 


national developments, that the se- 
ries merits all possible spotlighting. 
Result may well be Mutual’s top 
public service effort, setting the web 
on a new level in this department. 





WMCA Tackles It, Too 








enough. Whitehall, reportedly for 
budget reasons, said no soap on re- 
turning to last season’s hookup, so 
Mutual will scratch the pharmacal 
tab next month. 

“Real Stories” will stay on the air 
on a sustaining basis for the time 
being. 








| WMCA, N. Y,, 


Part of its public service program, 


Report of the President’s Commit- | 
tee on Civil Liberties on its “New | 
World A-Coming” series starting | 
Dec. 30. A total of three half- hour | 
sessions will be used to. cover the | 
report completely. 

Scripter Raphael Hayes is han- 
dling the adaptation. 





Heatter’s s 3-to-] Fill-In 


- It’s taking Bob Considine, Edwin | 
C. Hill and George Carson Putnam | 
;to do Gabriel Heatter’s Mutual air | 
‘chores while the latter is on a two-| 
| week holiday in Florida. | 
Hearst scribe Considine is taking | 
over Seatter’s Sunday night show | 
for Mutual Benefit, Hill is pinchhit- | 
iting in the Monday-Wednesday- | 
|Friday segments of Heatter’s gab 
Strip, and Putnam is filling in Tues- 
i|days and Thursdays. G. H. will re- 
‘turn to the scene Jan. 5. 











Memphis—George Mooney, man- 
| ager of KWEM, West Memphis, from 
| its inception, resigned last week to 


| concentrate his efforts on sports 
Mooney will remain 
| here, doing sportscasts for the 





| Arkansas network. 





Frank E. Mullen 


forecasts 
‘Video a 
$500,000,000 
Industry by End 
of 48" 
in the 
42d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 
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Plan in the blueprint | 
among other things, | 


the Presidential committee, will be | 


quence as a re-examination of the | 
Bill of Rights, in the light of recent | 


is dramatizing the | 











IN NEW YORK CITY... ' 


On the 1948 Papa agenda: Syd Eiges, of NBC, and Dick Pack, of WNEW 

..CBS veepee Lawrence W. Lowman named an honorary commander 
in the Order of the British Empire for his OSS war services....WOR 
| bracketing a plattered “Bulldog Drummond” series with the new Alan 
Ladd “Box 13” stanza for early January preem. in the Wed. 9:30-10:30 seg- 
ment....Florence Pritchett (Barbara Welles) being auditioned by WOR 
for a new type of show. Current stint hasn't clicked to station’s full satis- 
faction. ...Eddie Dunn to stand in as guest-interviewer on “Vox Pop” New 
Year’s eve....Alvin Yudkoff scripting “A Child Shall Lead Them,” 15- 
minute Christmas show to'be aired by WMCA‘in ‘collaboration with the 
| Save the Children Federation, Inc., tomorrow (Thurs.), Jack Lloyd di- 
recting and producing. 

Unique tieup between WNEW and the N. Y. Public Library gives the 
latter “sponsorship” of the indie’s “Spoken Word” stanza in return for 
WNEW posters and weekly notices in all 65 branches of the Library 
Alan Lomax shoves off Jan. 15 for an auto tour into the south to gather 
| material for a book Duell, Sloan & Pearce will publish about folk singers. 
His Mutual airer will be plattered pending his return Feb. 9. He's taking 
a recorder along to pick up folk tunes, too, for his air show. 

Quiet campaign already under way to boom CBS exec veepee Joseph 
Ream for Radio Execs Club prexy next year....Nina Kent forsook her 
WINS traffic manager job (which her assistant, Muriel Kalisch: gets) to 
return to Atlanta and wed....Two CBS producers, Robert Allison of 
“Opinion, Please” and Dr. George Crothers of “Invitation to Learning,” 
swapping. assignments next week. It’s the Encyclopedia Americana 
(not the Britannica) they're giving away on Martin Stone’s NBC “Ameri- 
cana” telequiz....Flock of radioites planning to attend tomorrow night's 
(Thurs.) opening in New Haven of Herschel Williams’ (ex-CBS) new legit 
play, “The Men We Marry,” which he penned in collab with Elizabeth 
Cobb....WNEW Xmas bonus included everybody, whether they've been 
around 10 days or 10 years, with divvy ranging up to four weeks’ pay. 

Bill Berns, WOR's roaming reporter, back from London with a wire 
recording of his effort (just for air material) to peddle his wire recorder 
on the Piccadilly black market....Clayton (“Superman”) Collyer to teach 
radio acting at Fordham next semester. ..George Carson Putnam, late of 
WOR-Mutual, takes over the late F. H. " LaGuardia’s WJZ Sunday noon 
news spot Jan. 4....Martin Nierman, formerly with DuMont tele and 
station WNYC, into Pan American Broadcasting Co., foreign and Alaskan 
station rep outfit, as account exec of the three-station Alaskan Broadcast- 
ing System....Citizens Committee on Displaced Persons says 140 stations 
(including WQXR, N. Y.) will air a waxed Christmas stanza, “Jesus 
Stopped At a DP Camp,” tomorrow (Thurs,). Program was scripted by 
Noel Gerson and produced by Ted Hudes, with Bill Lazar as narrator and 
Nancy Douglas and Carl Swenson starred....Katharine Hepburn limiting 
her air appearances to “Little Women.” She acts as her own agent. 

Actor Hedlie Rainnie had to rush his wife to the hospital last week 
for six stitches of thumb following a kitchen: accident ...New Henry 
Burbig comedy dido may include Betty O’Leary as gal stooge... . Beverly 
| Chase is currently assistant to Radie Harris, CBS’ newdaily interviewer 
of film celebs....Drew Pearson, for originating idea of the Friendship 
Train, awarded Legion of Honor cross by French gov't last Friday (19).... 
Pat Ballard is revamping his WOR “Song Writing Machine,’ adding Janie 
Ford as soleist and a 20-piece orch conducted by Sylvan Levine.... 
Jack Barry, “Juvenile Jury” emcee, and Dorothy Kilgallen to reign as 
‘king and queen of Lake Placid winter carnival next Saturday (27).... 
Just because it’s Christmas, quizees on Tiny Ruffner’s and Bill Edmonds’ 
“Ladies’ Man” (WOR) tomorrow (Thurs.) will collect, right or wrong! 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


| Hubbell Robinson, Jr., hustled back to New York with the record of the 
new Mickey Rooney show cut last week at CBS with both Robinson and 
[ Martin master-minding the production. Dramatic series has news- 
paper background and if a-saie isn’t made quick it will be sustained by 
the network....Rudy Vallee may shelve his “Show Business” program 
for Mutual in favor of the-wronged-strike-back format similar to Mike 
' Shore’s “Rebuttal,” in which subjeets of attacks by columnists or com- 
mentors may have their say....Lewis Allen Weiss chapter of Alpha Delta 
Sigma, national p1 ofessional advertising fraternity, was formed at Wood- 
"bury College in Los Angeles. Mutual board chairman and headman at 
Don Lee was the 14th ADS to be awarded the golden key and jewelled 
“bin. . .John U. Reber around to case the Elgin two-hour Christmas special 
and look in on other J. Walter Thompson shows....Year ago Sam Moore 
and John Wheden cooked up a “Gildersleeve” script that by-passed Hal 
Peary, who was on the verge of cancelling due to a heavy cold. Last 
_ week when Peary was bedded with the flu the old script was resurrected 
ow played. 

Al Jolson was all set last week to sing Kol Nidre on his Kraft show 
| with Morris Stoloff, head of Columbia pictures music department, directing 
| the orchestra. But Harry Cohn, head of the studio, couldn't forget that 
| “Joley’”’ moved over to Metro with his sequel to “The Jolson Story” and 
immediately ordered Stoloff off the broadcast....Gal named June Law- 
rence has started Radio Clips Service, in which she will digest the high- 
lights of 35 comedy shows each week for subscribers. Her big sales pitch 
is three-pronged; to point up which shows are well written, which steal 
the other comic’s material and avoidance of plot repeats. In recent weeks, 
she said, five comedy shows used the same general plot outline... .James 
_ Saphier, who recently made his first television sale, a 10- minute film to 
|U. S. Rubber, moved his office from N. Y. to Hollywood'.in 1937 because 
| he thought video was about to turn the corner... .Otto Kruger is doubling 
| as star and narrator of “The 13th Juror” being produced by Arnold Mar- 
quis as his own package....Art Linkletter and John Guedel will travel GE 
House Party to El Paso for Dec. 29 broadcast....Al and Sherwood Schwartz 
| preparing first script for the new Danny Thomas show which tees off 
Jan. 2 in the flew CBS Friday night comedy lineup. 


IN CHICAGO . 


Hal Rorke, J. Walter Trentewe's radio director, will couple biz and 
vacation during his three-week sojourn in Hollywood... .Bill Ray, NBC 
news chief, rebedded by a back ailmenj{....Ed Borroff will find a 39-foot 
cruiser in his stocking. on Xmas morn _, Larry Clark, formerly with 
| WIBA, has joined the announcing staff of WTMJ, Milwaukee... .Dirk 
| Courtenay, onetime flack, is the latest addition to*the disk jockey ranks 
| Via “Chicago Calling America” on WENR. .Jimmy Blade signed for fifth 
| consecutive year by the Chicago Motor club. .Quiz Kid Joel Kupper- 
man has been awarded a special scholarship to ‘study math at North Park 
College....Paul Gibson's sec, Maizie Mouat, weds Kon Haensel on New 
Year's eve....Marion Claire, director of WGNB, has been named chairman 
| Of Region 3 of the FMA....Paul Eduard Miller, former jazz editor of 
Esquire mag, has been signed as jazz consultant for WSBC....ABC, 
WIND, WJJD and Mutual Xmas- -partied last week... .NBC is passing out 
$90 in awards for suggestions to improve services and operations. 

New FM stations are blueprinted for nearby LaGrange and Woodstock, 
lll.....Stewart-Warner open house, marking firm’s 35th anni, was at- 
tended by 15,000....Dorothy Sapero has left WBKB for a new post as 
film editor of WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee....Jim Hurlbut served as a depart- 
ment store Santa Claus last week to get material for his newscasts. He's 
previously donned a fireman’s helmet and’ a cabbie’s cap in getting occu- 
pational data. . -Miles Laboratories (Alka-Seltzer) has renewed “Queen 
For a Day,” effective Dec. 29... . Northwestern U. Prof. Baskett Mosse, one- 





time NBC news editor, is author of a new handbook on writing and editing 
radio news. 
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... and the index to the buyers and 
sellers of entertainment the world over. 


‘Variety’, the only International Show Business publi- 





cation, has diligently and unwaveringly reported all ‘trade 





angles’ to and. for Show Business since 1905... these buyers and 
sellers of entertainment are consistent advertisers in ‘Variety. . . . Some- 
time late in December ‘Variety’ will issue its 42nd Anniversary Number which will 


truly be the ‘Index to Show Business. ... It's the only medium to tell the entire entertain- 





ment world where you are, what you have done or what you are going to do... reserve your 


space at any of the ‘Variety’ offices listed below. 
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LOUISVILLE PHILHARMONIC 
With Philharmonic Chorus, Edward 
Barret, director, and Robert Whit- 
ney, cenducting. Walter Gerard, 
announcer 
30 Mins.; Sun., 1 p.m. 
LOUISVILLE BREWERS ASSN. 
WHAS, Louisville 
Three local brewers have pooled 
together to lend financial support 
toward bringing culture in the form 
of fine music to the local citizens, 
thus the series of Sunday afternoon 
airings of the Philharmonic Orches- 


tra from Columbia Auditorium, con- | 


ducted by Robert Whitney. Orch 
was heard on NBC’s “Orchestras of | 
the Nation” Saturday (20) origi- 


nating from WAVE. It also has its 
torium during the season, but the 
Sunday p.m. airing puts some coin 
in the till, and helps to make up for 
any fimancial deficiencies. 

Program played Sunday (21) con- 
sisted of the Carl Dittersdorf Sym- 
pheny in C, in three movements. 


meticulous attention to dynamics, 
but seemed to lack sonority. In the 
Uirecht “Jubilate” by Handel, the 
orchestra was joined by the chorus 
in the majestic “Song of Praise,” 
bringing out the full capabilities of 
both the orchestra and singers. 
Choral group, however, seemed to 
lack depth particularly in the bass 
section. Airing caught was the 13th 
in the series. 


Robert Whitney turned in a mas- 


terful job of conducting, and the | 


work of Edward Barret was fully 
evident in the fine response which 
the conductor received from the 
vocal group. Barret is director of 
choral singing and serious music at 


WHAS, as well as director of the 
Philharmonic Chorus. Hold 


STORY TIME 

With Larry Geraghty 
Writer-producer: Larry Frommer 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 a.m. 
Sustaining 

WOL, Washington, D. C. 


Pitched towards the housewife, this 
literary soap opera features across- 
the-board mid-morning, readings of 
the classics and near-ciassics. Pro- 
gram, which has gotten a steady 
stream of fan mail since its expefi- 
mental inception some months ago 
is bound to be kudoed by clergy, 
teachers and, other civic leaders as 


an antidote to the usual sob serials. | 


Format is typical soap opera, with 
build up towards daily climax and 
brief teaser on next day’s install- 
ment. Emphasis is on the dramatic 











HOLIDAY INN 

With Billy Marshall; Don Frank; 
Bob Shannon; the Inn Keepers, 
Rhea Leuise 

Producer: Gil Babbitt 

40 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:05 a.m. 

Sustaining 

WPEN, Phila. 
Audience-participation shows are 

no longer a novelty, but this one 

has so much bounce and good-na- 

tured kicking around within its 

framework that it shapes up well 

on all entertainment counts, and 

should be a good bet for a sponsor 

of merchandise or food products. 
Format includes plenty of gags 

and exchanges of repartee between 

Don Frank, announcer, and Billy 

Marshall, emcee. Marshall is a 


regular concerts at Memorial Audi- | chubby type who takes lots of rib- 


bing about his rotund appearance. 
He plays clarinets, and fronts the 
| seven-piece musical group known as 
the Inn Keepers. Musical ensemble 
lincludes harp, played by Rhea 
Louise, who also vocalizes, and 
Hammond organ. Bob Shannon, 


: fp | guitarist, also does a vocal stint. 
Score was played with precision and | 8 


When caught Thursday (18), show 
was broadcast from floor of new 
supermarket of the Baltimore Mar- 
kets chain, in nearby Camden, as 
part of promotion for new store, 
said to be largest in United States. 


Taking customers from the mar- 
ket and putting them on quiz part 


of program proved laugh-getter, 
with high rating on ‘spontaneity. 
Marshall, dressed as Santa Claus, 


also added to the general festive air 
of the show, and crowd gathered 
around the mikes attested to in- 
terest in seeing a broadcast in ac- 
tion.. Show is usually aired from 
studio. 


Marshall and the whole crew seem 
to enjoy themselves while doing the 
show, and this sort of cheeriness is 
contagious as far as audience reac- 
tion is concerned. Inn Keepers do 
good job with their part of the 
proceedings. Shal. 








in literature, with original book 
abridged and modified for effect by 
scripter Larry Frommer. Narration 
is well handled by Larry Geraghty, 
who uses just enough shading in his 
reading to highlight action. Musical 


{background is incidental and helps. 


"Though sustaining, 


Outfit would be 


Already being tried in other cities, 
it’s bound to set a standard — 
owe, 
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Your kingpin outlet in North 
Jersey... WNJRI With complete 
North Jersey news, exclusive 
North Jersey coverage, WNJR 
strikes a new high in the rich 
North Jersey market. If you're 


aiming at 


these 1,000,000 


homes, WNJR is right down 
your alley! 


5000 Watts. 


Otis P. Williams 
General Manager 


91-93 Halsey St. 
Newark 2, N. J. 


the 
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SAMMY SOLO ‘ 

With Joel Herron’s Orch, John Con- 
nelly 

Producer: Ray Katz 

Director: Newt Stammer 

Writer: Gini Stewart 

15 Mins.; Saturday, 6:45 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WHN, N. Y. 

Sammy Solo’s first radio program 
of his own impresses as having an 
excellent potential. Solo is a singer 
with a great deal of savvy, with a 
personable delivery and ability to 
put over a number. His pipes are 
smooth and with his knack for in- 


terpretation, he should mount to the | 


bigtime. ; it 
WHN (N. Y.) is wisely permitting 
him to get over on his own. No 


mention is made of his infirmity and 
to the average listener he’s present- 


led as another singer making his try 


for the tall coin. Solo, ex-GI, 
lost his arms in combat. 

Since hitting New York he’s 
clicked on the Arthur Godfrey Tal- 
ent Scout session, and impressed 
with in-person work when he filled 
in for Peter Lind Hayes at the Copa- 
cabana, N. Y. 


an 


broadcasts. 


ties.” 


VOF exec secretary. 
thing but ‘Positive Americanism.’ 


from which these groups originate.” 





| 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Voice of Freedom Committee, which has devoted most of 
in the past to the vausé of “blacked out” 
turned its guns on stations found to be cancelling out foreign-language 

The committee last week fired letters of protest to WNJR 
Newark (formerly WBYN, N. Y.); WBNX, N. Y.; WJBK, Detroit, and 
WRUYV, Pittsburgh, asserting that their cancellation of foreign-language 
airers represent “censorship and discrimination against national group 
radio programs, against the very programs which not too long ago played 
such an important part in rallying national groups and communities for 
bond drives, plasma bank campaigns, salvage and other war effort activi- 


; its energies 
liberal commentators, now has 


“It’s no accident that these stations refuse to sell time for foreign lan- 
guage programs, although they have hitherto done so,” said Stella Holt, 
“This is part of the general blackout of radio to any 
Our country is being placed in a ridic- 
ulous and untenable position ‘by this curtailment of freedom of expression 
for minority groups at a time when we are contemplating a considerable 
increase of appropriations for shortwave broadcasts to the very countries 


VOF asked the four stations to reconsider their policies 


Pepsi-Cola is transplanting its radio jingle around soda fountains by 
attaching music boxes, especially made for the company in Switzerland, to 


Solo still needs a little smoothing, | store vending machines. Latter device will so operate that when the clerk 
1 , presses the Pepsi tank’s lever to spout some syrup into a glass, the ma- 


particularly in his song selections. 
A faster tune now and then would 
give him more variety and contrast. 





Jose. 
SHOW BUSINESS 
With Betty Campbell 
15 Mins.; 2:15 p.ms Mon.,-to-Fri. 
Participating 


WOKO, Albany : 
Matinee show, on the air for six 
weeks, has interesting moments but 


needs polishing. Miss Campbell’s 
continuity lacks smoothness and 
ease. -The use of a bell after each 


item or comment tends to accentuate 
this. Comments seem sound and at 
times even provocative, but they are 
not fully developed sometimes. A 
point is made in too glancing fash- 
ion. There is also a failure to quote 
sources, critical or otherwise, on re- 
ports about shows and policies in 
New York, St. Louis, etc. 

Miss Campbell introdutes guests 
once or twice a week. The. wire- 
recorded ‘exchange with James Mel- 
ton, in the city for a concert at the 
Palace theatre, failed to ring the 


| bell as it shoula consjdering Mel- 
| ton’s long radio background. 
show plugs | 
|Brentanos, which supplies gift books | 
ifor a daily contest. 
ja natural as sponsor. 


Idea is good, both in listener ap-* 
|peal and from public service angle. 


It may 
have been inadequately prepared— 
there was nothing, for instance, 
about the singer’s broadcasting work. 
An interview with Nancy Cushman, 
of Malcolm Atterbury’s Playhouse 
also seemed to be insuf- 
ficiently rehearsed. However, the 
brief dramatic excerpt—prepared 
by Bill Barry, Playhouse publicist— 
with Miss Cushman (descendant of 
the famed Charlotte Cushman) and 
Gordon Mills came through nicely. 
Miss Campbell talks intelligently 
and interestingly about the bills at 
local theatres. Her speaking voice 
is clear, though at times hard. She 
handled the participating advertise- 
ments, including blurbs for a wine 
store. Latter is a questionable prac- 
tice for a femme miker. The An- 
drews Sisters-Bing Crosby record- 
ing of “Show Business” is oddly used 
for a themer. Jaco. 


abedbabaaaaaaaaaaananand, 


Follow-up Comment 


PPP PEE OS FOSS EHHE CH. OOS0. 
CBS treated dialers to something 
different in the way of Christmas 
carols with airing of the Schola 
Cantorum choir of the S. S. Cyril 
and Methodist Seminary Saturday 


vweww ow 





(20). Singing” Polish .kolendys 
(carols) the choral music was re- 
freshing in its novelty and rich 


and warm in its rendering. It was 
a welcome change from, although 
not a substitute -for, the “Silent 
Night” brand of music cramming 
the airwaves during the Yuletide 
season. It was the group’s 10th 
annual appearance before the CBS 
mikes, 





Rev. Patrick Peyton, C.S.C., pro- 
oe and director of “The Family 

rusade” series on Mutual, brought 
his year’s efforts to a highly inspira- 
tional climax last Saturday night 
(20) with an hour’s Christmas pres- 
entation entailing the services of 18 
film and radio names. Even those 
outside the faith couldn’t have 
helped but be deeply impressed 
with the subdued devotion, the fine 
dovetailing of dramatic narrative 
with music and the overall insinu- 
ating cadence of the program. The 
— effect was a thing of aural 

auty and ritualistic power. It 
was a skillful weaving together of 
the prayers of “The Rosary,” recital 
ot the Nativity and Christmas music. 

Ethel Barrymore and Pedro de 
Cordoba shared the narrator assign- 
ment, with the voices of the cast 
drifting in and out of the recital, 
whether it were song, acting or 
prayers, without pause for spotlight- 
ing of personality. The prolog re- 
ferred to the hour as a “simple 
prayer to peace and goodwill” and 
the program closed with Bing Cros- 
by kudoing the work of the Rev. 
Peyton, 

Others who participated were Ann 
Blythe, MacDonald Carey, Perry 
Como, Jeanne Crain, Dennis Day, 
Dick Haymes, Joan Leslie, Chris- 
topher Lynch, the Mullin Sisters, 
Roddy McDowell, Ricardo Montai- 
ban, Maureen O’Hara, Maureen 
ne and the Ken Darby 
choir. 


chine will give off with a verse of 


“Pepsi-Cola hits the spot, etc.” 
_boxed jingle is being tested in the Peoples’ Drug Stores in Washington and 
will be distributed around the country after the first of the year. 


The 


Each of the CBS-owned stations, along with many other outlets through- 
out the country, has arranged to do an intensive chainbreak job on the 
problem of New Years eve auto accidents. Working in cooperation with local 
police authorities, the stations will, starting with midafternoon of the day 
before New Years, air at half-hour intervals slogans warning imbibers 


(Continued on page 32) 





WOMAN’S PAGE 

With Nancy Dixen 

15 Mins.; 12:30 p.m., Men.-thru-Sat. 
Participating 

WIW, Cleveland 


Here are 14 minutes and 30 seconds 
of advertising punctuated by the 
Women’s Page. 


Recently, Jane Stevens was hired 
as Women’s Editor and the station 
flack billed her as “presenting her 
informative and entertaining pro- 
gram....a sparkling variety of 
women’s topics, including the latest 
fashion news and home decorating 
ideas.” 

In theory this blurb makes for 
nice reading. In actuality, Miss 
Stevens, who has a nice mike per- 
sonality and shows much promise, 
resorts to an interview a day. The 
women who appear have a message 
of interest, and given a chance Miss 
Stevens could make the show one of 
listener appeal. As it is, she is in- 
troduced with a beautiful transcribed 
musical fanfare> The interview gets 
started and after one or two ques- 
tions, on comes a transcribed com- 
|mercial. Then back to another ques- 
|tion or two then another commercial. 
|All told, the overall 15 minutes has 
a minimum of six minutes of tran- 
scribed ads. Fortunately, the station 
has not been able to get the inter- 
viewee to spiel off the commercial. 

for household tips, those no 
doubt also come under the heading 
of Rinso, Duz or Tintex; paid-for 
suggestions, that is. All other house- 
hold tips are well hidden. 

It’s quite possible that in naming 
the .program “Woman's Page,” the 
station had in mind the usual 60-to- 
40 ratio. papers have in advertising 
to news. It may come as a surprise, 
therefore, to the station to learn this 
is radio, not newspaper, and that 
this treatment is the surest way to 
lose listeners and alienate friends. 

Mark. 








-Manby of WONS has named Betsy 
MacLean continuity direetor of the 
station. Miss MacLean, a new- 
comer to the station, is an ex-news- 
paperwoman with several years of 
radio experience. 





Hartford—Station Manager Robert | 








VAN PATRICK 
With Bill Veeck, Jr. 
10 Mins.; 6:05 p.m., Mon.-thru-Fri., 
McDONOUGH’S MOTOR 
WGAR, Cleveland 
(Powell Grant) 


This is one of Cleveland’s top 
sports shows. Van Patrick projects 
himself with a neat bit of mike tech- 
nique that reflects in excellent inter- 
pretation and punchy items. Through 
his ability to utilize personalities, 
Patrick has made himself a source 
of news for the dailies to copy. 

One such personality is Bill Veeck, 
Jr., president of the Cleveland In- 
dians. Each Tuesday night, Veeck 
is interviewed and the questions he 
is asked to answer are those sub- 
mitted by the audience. No punches 
barred and all holds off; Veeck is 
asked to deliver forthright answers. 
Being the personality he is, Veeck 
scores a big asset on the program. 

Here is radio making news. Fre- 
quently, Veeck’s answers make news, 
and the show, therefore, becomes not 
a rehash of the day’s happenings, but 
a source of sports news for the hour. 

Mark. 
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personnel at time changes in April 
and September. 

By putting the entire country on 
a listening basis by time zones the 
networks, according to Franco’s let- 
ter, would further increase the sale 
of facilities by then’ being able. to 





open operations earlier in the day 
and, from the affiliate’s viewpoint, 
put a greater premium on spot time. 
The webs would even find that they 
could overcome the disposition of 
advertisers to think in terms of | 
summer layoffs. Examination of this | 
habit, suggests Franco, would un- | 
cover the faet that it was hatched 
by the discovery years back that 


people listened less with the switch 
in daylight savings. That falloff was 
strictly, says Franco, of night-time 
status, a situation which could be 
overcome by broadcasting by the 
local clock. 

To symbolize the conception of 
diverse listening potential of a net- 
work program in different time 
zones Franco has borrowed the 
image of a see-saw. He describes his 
system of broadcasting by the clock 
as an effort to right or balance this 
see-saw. Since there are more peo- 
ple at home between 7 and 9 p.m. 
than between 9 and 11 the gains on 


‘Three Gl’s’ 


Continued from page 23 














| 








erans themselves, worked for an un- 
usual angle and the present cam- 
paign is the result of their efforts. 








Basic idea is a light, kidding angle | 
but it is built on a sound foundation | 
of consistency, frequency and orig- | 
inality. Usual angle is some prob- | 
lem between the G. L’s such as 
“George let some fast-talking sales- | 
man stock him with enough suntan 


pants to outfit the Brazilian army. | 


The boys are pretty mad at George 
about it, but Buford says that if he 
can sell 'em off for $2.39 they'll for- 
give: him. So if you should just 


happen to need any suntan pants.. e 


Or. perhaps the public is warned: 


| _ Petrillo 





potential listening in the middle | 
west have grown away out of pro- 
portion to the loss in the east. The 
networks, Franco suggests, may be 
compelled, because of the straight- 
ening out of the see-saw and its 
consequent loss of audiences to later 
evening shows, to revise slightly | 
downward the rate for between 10 
and 11 p.m. 

As for added programming cost, 
Franco doesn’t think there will be 
any. Even though it will entail four 
broadcasts, the final three could be 
done from a recording of the live 
shows. As things now stand most 
web commercials involve a live re- | 
peat. On the other hand, the net- 
works would benefit from the sale 
of additional facilities. 


Franco also regards the broadcast- | 
ing by the clock idea as offering | 
a way for the revival of commercial | 
interest in kid programs. His theory | 
is that the difference in time had 
much to do with the drop in that 
program type’s popularity. Broad- | 
casting by the clock would not only | 
pin-point the kid shows for their | 
objectives but take by beyond the | 
time reach of these same juveniles | 
not intended in many instances for | 
their ears. 


An ideal time for putting this sys- | 





item into effect, thinks Franco, would 


be with the switchback to standard 
time next September, which time 
perhaps would coincide with the | 
availability of added line facilities | 


from the coaxial cable which the | 
American Telephone & Telegraph | 


'Co. is now stretching across the 


country. | 
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_———— Continued from page 25 


legal counsels, both to be nominated 
by subcommittees, was expected to 
take place at a huddle of the full 
36-member all-industry committee 
last Friday (19) at the Waldorf, but 
failed to come to pass. A. D. (Jess) 


“When you come out to buy these / Willard, NAB exec veepee, said af- 


black Navy oxfords for $6.95, be/ 
sure and bring your feet with you, so | 
you can try ’em on.’ 

The G. I.’s started out with a budg- 


et of $850 for the first month and | chest” 


KXA was chosen because of modest 
rates which allowed both consistency 


terward, however, that both counsels | 
| would be named “within a week.” 


No Specific ‘War Crest’ | 
Willard denied any specific “war 
was set up yet, but said all 
branches of the industry (broadcast- 
ers, FM and television spokesmen, | 


and frequency. As the business has|recording and radio set manufac- | 
prospered other outlets have been | turers, and transcription packagers), 


bought and at present the G. I.’s are 
also using. KOL and KRSC, local in- 
dependents, as well as KIRO, local 
CBS outlet. Spots only are used, due | 
to the popularity and pull of the 
whacky commercials, because no 
program has been found that is 
suited to the m ising needs 08 
the G. L’s outfit. 

Climax of the recognition the 
campaign has ‘received a few weeks 
ago when the Three G. I.’s were 
paraded through downtown Seattle 
and presented with a key to the city 
during @ special broadcast over 
KXA. 


| represented on the committee had 
|} indicated willingness to “go along” 
jon splitting watever costs are found 
| necessary. 

NAB exec, who acted as chairman 
of the meeting and now is generally 
expected to continue generalissimo- 
ing the full committee, said he 
couldn’t discuss the session beyond 
the fact that it discussed “public re- 
lations, legal, legislative and govern- 
ment relations” angles of the fight. 

Regarding the purpose of the com- 
mittee’s hiring of a public relations 
counsel, however, he explained, “our 
folks think grave injustices have 











| these bans, 


Broadcasting-By-The-Clock | 
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|they can earn as by 


been perpetrated on the industry by 
threats, ete., and our 
purpose is to acquaint the public with 
the facts and the effect of these ac- 
tions on the industry and public.” 

Willard pointed out that the all- 
industry committee as a unit could 
not negotiate with Petrillo, because 
of the separate interests represented 
in the group. The overall aim of the 
group, he said, is to “exchange ideas 
and information in order to main- 
;tain an orderly procedure, so that 
no one group goes off on a tangent, 
as happened several times in the 
past. 

“The committee, Hewever, 
ited to 
isuch as legislative, public relations, 


is lim- 


apparently hadn’t as yet signed on 
any public relations outfit. 


areas of common ground, 








Inside Radio 


Continued from page 30 Seem 











against driving their cars. The barrage will continue until the stations 
sign off. 

The slogan which will be used in New York is: “Don’t start the New 
Year dead!” In the Los Angeles area where the idea was inaugurated last 
year the slogan will continue to be: “If you drink, den’t drive; if you 
drive, don’t drink.” Last New Years eve’s campaign is credited with re- 
ducing the fatalities around L. A. substantially. 





Earl Ferris flack outfit cooked up a neat promotion tie-in between its 
client, Elgin-American, and Capitol Records to pin-point the time switch 
of the Groucho Marx show on ABC. Ferris arranged with Capitol to 
distribute one of the latter’s new labels to daily and trade radio editors 
and columnists throughout the country. Tune, with Margaret Whiting 


legal and governmental relations.” | on the vocal, backed by the Frank DeVol orch, is “What Are You Doing 
| Willard added. New Year’s Eve?” Marx’s tagline (on a ‘special label printed for the 
As of yesterday (Tues.), Petrillo | occasion): “Spend it with me—on ABC.” 








KXA, Seattle indie, has come up ‘with a promotion scheme that is going 
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lieved to indicate they now are be- 
ing lured as much by the money 
the chance to 
learn something about video’s work- 
ing conditions or to “get in on the 
ground floor” of a new medium, 
Latter two reasons were those usu- 
ally held out by broadcasters to lure 
the top performers prior to the last 
several months. Now, for the first 
time, an actor can earn enough to 
make it worth his while to spend the 


great guns. Station has two telephones, manned by three men on duty 
| from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., answering telephone calls for Santa Claus. There's 
| no gimmick on the deal, and it is not an on-the-air promotion. Station 
broadcasts that Santa Claus will talk to all kids who call a certain number, 
and the response has been terrific with average of 500-600 calls handled 
each day since Dec. 13, when scheme was first put into operation. 

Scheme grew from idea of Dick Keplinger, freelancer, who has shows on 
KXA, and is being handled purely as a station public good-will gesture, 





How to get educational stuff on the air and make it interesting enough 
to attract listeners will be the topic of a panel session at the American 
College Public Relations Assn. Conference at the Biltmore, N. Y., Jan. 9. 
Various angles will be discussed by Dr. Lyman Bryson, CBS’ counsellor 
on public affairs; Sydney Eiges, NBC press veepee, and Abe Schechter, 
Mutual veepee over news, special events and publicity. 

Session is being set up by Joseph Carleton Beal, public relations director 
me —s + sci a Radio & Business Conference sponsored by the City College 
o . Y, 


|required long rehearsal hours under 
i hot tele studio lights. 


_months as Thomas Mitchell, 
| Redman, 
|sey, Harvey Stone, 





Where top actors in the past were 
paid anywhere from $50 to $100 for 
a one-shot performance, they’re now 
earning $250 to $500 for the same 
amount of time. That factor, it’s be- 
| liev ed, is as responsible as any other 
' for attracting such name performers 
into video during the last several 


Book Publishers Drop 
Aloofness Toward Radio; 
S&S, Lit. Guild Deals Set 


Looks like the book publishers at 
Senne long last may be dropping their 

Tlona Mas- | 2loofness toward radio as a medium 
Gower and/for hypoing sales. Brace of de- 
Champion, Lisa Kirk, etc. Top nitery | velopments in the past week, at 


performers, such as those earning . . ‘ 
$3,500-$5,000 weekly, have still to least, pointed in that direction; By 


take the plunge. In addition, any | far the most significant in immedi- 
film star under contract to a studio| ate effect was the unwrapping of 
is prohibited from appearing ON/an unprecedented air campaign, 
video through the ban established by carrying a $13,000 weekly tab, by 


the Sate See Fe ee ee Guild for its Doll 
fe e Literary Gui or ollar 
Entire matter of pay for perform Book Club. 


ers is presently a question of coop- : . : 
eration between the talent agencies| Meantime, Ed Fitzgerald Associ- 
and the producers, according to|ates, producer of “Prof. Quiz,” 
Roger Carlin, tele chief of. the Music | wheedled Simon & Schuster into 
|Corp. of America. If a production | granting radio rights to the 25-cent 
‘budget is high enough, then the per- | Golden Books for children to form 
\formers come in for more pay. If|the basis for an air show, while it 
the budgets are lower, however, the!| would not be sponsored by S&S, 
talent agencies cooperate by settling’ inevitably would be watched closely 
‘for less money for performers. for its effect on the books’ sales. 


Despite the increased number of| Huger Hoge & Sons ad agency 
name performers entering video, | sewed up the Dollar Book Club deal 
Carlin is still the only MCA rep/| with an argument that radio could 
‘handling the medium. Agency’s plans | sell books as well if not better than 
for expansion do not call for an in- | printed media. Campaign will be 
‘ereased staff, Carlin said, but rather | teed off the week of Jan. 4-10 over 
for spreading its services around the | 45 stations, including most of the 
country as new stations begin opera- | major outlets in New York City, 
tion. using programs rather than spots. 
Outlay for the drive is claimed to be 
the largest a book publisher has 
ever earmarked for air time. 


On WOR, N. Y., for instance, the 


the Hartmans, 











Mineral Wells, Tex.—Don Coplin 
has been added to the staff of KORC 
; here as program director. 
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show will be a 15-minute Sunday 
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FOLLOW-UP COMMENT! 
STARTING DECEMBER 27th (9:30 P.M. EST) 


'S SONG WRITING MACHINE” 


WOR-MUTUAL RADIO PROGRAM 
FROM THE GUILD THEATRE 


WILL FEATURE 


SYLVAN LEVIN AND A 16-PIECE ORCHESTRA 


Vocals by ALAN HOLT and JANIE FORD 
and of course, the original cast headed by _n 


UNCLE JIM HARKINS (emcee) and JOHN WINTERS 


Roger Bower, Director 
Produced by 


PAT BALLARD MUSIC CORPORATION 


Representative: Gale, Inc. 
(Mitchell Benson) 


morning platter session, with com- 
mentator-newscaster Sid Walton 
spinning pop and light classical 
disks. 

Fitzgerald’s show using S&S’s 
kids tales will be a quizzer called 
“The Golden Story-Telling Contest” 
with parents competing as tale- 
spinners and moppet listeners judg- 
ing them. Packager is said to have 
a sponsor on the line, but no air 
spot has been determined. 


Goddard’s 2-Yr. WINS Pact 


Don Goddard has signed a two- 
year contract with WINS, N. Y. 
Newsceaster, who has been with the 
station since April, is heard in 


Straight news at 12 noon and 6:30 
p.m. Mondays through Saturdays, 
and on Sunday at 6:45 p.m. in a 
show titled “How About It.” 

Contract was handled by Tom 
Stix, of Stix & Gude. 








Jane Vice Ginny 
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lar air program since the Lisbon 
Clipper crash in 1943, although she 
did a number of guest shots and did 
a cycle on the Eversharp “Tonight on 
Broadway” CBS show a couple years 
back. She’s also played many nitery 
and vaude dates since, 

Deal for Miss Froman to move into 
the coke show was reportedly a 
hush-hush maneuver by MCA, which 
will now represent her in radio. She 
had been a William Morris client, but 
with her contract expiring, MCA, 
it’s said, stepped into the picture and 
wrapped up the deal, Percy Faith 


meanwhile has signed a four-year 
deal for the coke show. 

Coke outfit’s other CBS show, with 
Spike Jones and Dorothy Shay, has 
— picked up for another 13-week 
ride. 
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oTHIS TIME FOR KEEPS" 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 




































“But I saw them. They fed him Wheaties between rounds.” 
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Excerpts from Communiques to All Members of 
The New York Local, Radio Directors Guild, 
American Federation of Labor: 








“. .. picketing will be during those hours the net- 
works are attempting to...’ 


... to adjust our lives in preparation for whatever 
uncertainties, whatever crises we are called upon to 
meet in the coming year .. .”” 


“.. assessment checks continue to arrive... .”’ 


“. .. picket signs are being painted under the or- 
ders of...” 








“.,.and we have received promises of support 
from lots of people who are not...” 


“is chairman of the committee of directors’ 
wives, and has called a meeting ...” 


serious. 


These are outlines of action we will take... 
Happy New Year? 





If the networks believe our strike will fail—let them 


These are plans of men and women who are 
ponder these questions: 


“WHO WILL CROSS THE PICKET-LINES?” 


OTHER UNIONS DO?” 


“WHAT EFFECT WILL A STRIKE HAVE ON 
' SPONSORED SHOWS?” 


—$—$—$——— Se 
a 


| 
“WHAT WILL INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF 
| 














To whom it may concern: 


especially The American Broadcasting Company, 
The Columbia Broadcasting System, 
The National Broadcasting Company, 


and The Bamberger Broadcasting Service: 


On These Basic Demands We STAND: 


1 Not trivial raises, but a major 
and just re-evaluation of net- 
work directors in line with their 
responsibilities and creative con- 
tributions to the industry. 


2 The abolition of the vicious 
practice of “kick-backs” to the 
networks. 


3 A TRUE Guild shop — without 
reservations. 


Carbon-mikes and crystal-sets are relics of the past. 
So are the salaries and other conditions of radio directors. 


The networks’ concept of the status of their directors is an 
anachronism. 
It must change. 


Let's dust the cob-webs off the antennae and get o2 with 
our business of broadcasting! 


We are not unrealistic, 
We do not relish striking ... 


But across this issue we place our jobs, our reputations, 
our union. 


Fraternally yours, 


RADIO DIRECTORS GUILD 


American Federation of Labor 
New York Local 
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Assn.; Blanche Noyes, of the Civil 
Aeronatutics Administration; Clara 
Jo Stember, a flyer, and Phyllis Ry- 
der, the current Sally Middleton in 
“Voice of the Turtle,” at the Hud- 
son, N. Y. 

The aviation talk was talk and, 
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tunes in French, Spanish and English 
in straightforward style. Her pipes 
are listenable but have a tendency 
to drop on the oe notes, Program 
also featured David Lippman on the 
theremin, an electrical instrument 
highly suitable for video since its 





inevitably, not action. For the latter, 
Martin and his guests went through 
the motions of eating (the host 


drank plenty of water, which may | 


or may not have meant anything) 
and a waiter hovered about the 


business of serving, but that was not | 


so much action as distraction. 
Finally, however, there was a 
short film, apparently taken a few 
days previously at 
— (N. ¥.) Airport, of Miss Wil- 
iams giving the show’s director, 
William Garden, a flying 
That action was reasonably enter- 
taining. The only other item of 
interest (except for such minor in- 
congruities as numerous’ vacant 
tables and chairs in obviously empty 
dining room, and the fact that Mar- 
tin’s and the waiter’s beards showed 
up incongruously) was Martin’s in- 
cidental solo, with an unexplained 
orchestra accompaniment. 
Everything considered, it wasn’t a 
show likely to draw repeat audi- 
ences, Hobe. 


CHAMPAGNE AND ORCHIDS 
With Adrienne, Robert Turner, David 

Lippman 
Director: Robert Mayberry 
Producer: Pat Fay 
15 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WABD-DuMont, N. Y. 

Judged strictly in terms of its en- 
tertainment value, this show was a 
middling effort without any striking 
characteristics beyond Adrienne’s 
looks. Judged, however, as explora- 
tion by video producers into the 
problem of presenting vaude or 
hitery acts over the optic kilocycles, 
it was laudably inventive. It showed 
an awareness of the fact that some- 
thing more is needed than simply 


training a camera on a performer | 


and letting her do her stuff. Video, 
life films, demands movement, visua! 
pace to compensate for its shadowy 
substance. 

Device used on the preem (18) 
was turning the show inte a com- 
bination cafe feature and fashion 

resentation. Adrienne, a_ svelte 

runet, was given a chance to show 
off her charms, all of which are not 
localized in her voice. While sing- 
ing, she walked across the studio 
modelling a nifty sequined gown and 
fur cape. During one recorded in- 


strumental number, she danced with 
@nnouncer Robert Turner, also for- 
mally dressed for the swank nitery 
setting. 
Musically, 


Adrienne rendered 






























story (Issue Dec. 17) as fol 
CRANK - HANDLED MA 


CAN BE COMPOSED.” 


already) from the owners 
gimmick—— 





Westchester | 


lesson. | 





LEAVE IT T0.A MUGG! 


Being an old press agent and typewriter man 
I struggled for a year trying to find a crisp, clear, 
descriptive phrase to explain to anybody who can 
read what my new “SONG WRITING MACHINE” is 
all about. So I found the exact words in a VARIETY 


COMBOS OF NOTES FROM WHICH POP SONGS 


Thanks for the line, Gentlemen (see, he’s fancy 


The Pat Ballard Music Corporation 


tones depend on finger hocus-pocus 
which varies the magnetic field. 
Herm. 


| SWING INTO SPORTS 

With Joan Kerwin, Don Pallini, 
| Max'ne Barratt, Chuck Tranum, 
| Bob Loewi 
| Prodyucer-director: Bob Loewi 
| Tech, director: Frank Bunetta 
| 20 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
| WABD-DuMont, N. Y. 

“Swing Into Sports” has been on 
the air for several months as a 
showcase for different types of sports 
and home recreation. Producer Bob 
Loewi recently transformed the show 
into a dancing course on the as- 
sumption that dancing too repre- 
sents a home recreation. Poll of 
viewers upheld his opinion and it’s 
to continue on that basis, at least for 
the time being. 

As it now stands, the show is an 
interesting 20 minutes that 
prove of real value in teaching 
viewers the intricacies of ballroom 
terping. Pro instructor Don Pallini 
is the featured teacher, who first 
outlines the dance and then demon- 
strates it with Joan Kerwin, Loewi’s 
production assistant, and pro dancer 
Maxine Barratt. Loewi’s system of 
swinging the camera down to follow 
the dancers’ feet is a good one but 
could be improved through a closer 
shot than the medium one now used. 

To lend added viewer interest, 
Loewi includes several different 
stunts on each show. One caught 
Monday (21) night, for example, had 
a hlind moppet, described as being 
an avid fan of the show, getting a 
lesson from Pallini. Sequence was 
handled in gogd fashion, without 
getting maudlin. Fashion note added 
by Miss Barratt was also a good one. 
In addition to the principals, cast 
includes Chuck Tranum, who takes 
part in the arase: Loewi himself 
appeared on Monday’s show as a 
gag. 

Production on “Sports” was ade- 
quate. Camera work, with Loewi 
getting a neat assist from t.d. Frank 
Bunetta, was good. This show, in- 
cidentally, might be a good buy for 
several types of advertisers. 

Stal. 














MERRY CHRISTMAS LAND 

With Frank Luther, Ray Forrest 
Director: Harold Keith 

Technical Director: Alfred Jackson 
50 Mins.; Fri. (19), 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 


to Grand Central Palace to look in 
on a press preview of “Merry Christ- 
mas Land,” a children’s “extrava- 
ganza,” and the resulting 60-minute 
airer was a leisurely paced armchair 
tour of the exhibition and one-ring 


rest, armed with a hand mike and 
what seemed like miles of extension 
cord, free-wheeled around the place 
with a little 
Santa, inspecting fairyland candy 
castles and such, stopping to talk to 
little tikes including babes-in-arms, 
going for a ride on the carousel, etc. 
Midway, Frank Luther, 
and singer of ones for children, 
took over to emcée a miniature cir- 
cus and lead community singing of 
Christmas carols and kids’ ditties. 
From where this reviewer sat, the 
exhib looked like a wonderful place 
to take the kids. (And would color 
tele have gone to town in such sur- 





lows: ’... PAT BALLARD’S 
CHINE . . . . PRODUCES 


of this new radio gadget- 








can | 


NBC sent its tele cameramen over 


circus that’s running through this 
current week. Announcer Ray For- 


irl in tow, meeting 


composer 













roundings!) Promters of the show 
might well have paid NBC to tele- 
vise it—a thought, perhaps, for 
future reference; seeing such an 
exhibit via video is next to as good 
as actually being there, but probably 
should stimulate rather than hurt 
gate receipts. 

Tele techniques in covering such 
an event, however, are manifestly in 
the experimental stage, judging by 
this pickup. Forrest and the cam- 
eramen obviously had a job_on their 
hands moving through the crowds, 
switching camera positions to the 
various exhibits, etc. There were 
moments when the camera played 
pointlessly and overlong on the mill- 
ing throng while Forrest took up a 
new position. Forrest perhaps labored 
ia little too hard to keep the running 
gab going; he needed a simile for 
“It’s Wonderful!” Often in the.dis- 
tance shots, from a camera stand 
high over the exhibits, Forrest's 
voice was there but the viewer 
couldn't single him out in the mob. 
The crowd mugged into the closeup 
|cameras; stray remarks drifted over 
the air. These, of course, could 
ihardly be avoided. More closeup 
ishots might have been employed. 


| Overall, the airer wasn’t hard to 
watch. If the director was aiming 
for an air of casualness and in- 
formality, however, he succeeded 
more in achieving an air of insuf- 
ficient planning. Program suffered 
|mainly from too many draggy spots. 
Doan, 
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seen during the commercial, 
Costs Being Reduced 


substantially above 


vey revealed, however, 


next June. 


tion medium 


listed the following: (1) 
higher-than-average-income au di- 
ence locally concentrated; (2) an 


than radio listeners per set (49.5% 


(5) favorable 
cials; (6) high memorability of com- 
mercial selling points; (7) high 
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sponsor identification; 





| | OT mre 
|unsold tickets for that night. WABD 
immediately dropped that event 
from its schedule. A check by the 
station subsequently showed that 
the arena was continuing to sell out 
its Monday amateur boxing and Fri- 
day wrestling bouts but that the 
promoter was still having trouble 
making a go of his Wednesday show. 


Another pertinent sidelight on the 
subject is the attitude of Branch 
Rickey, the Brooklyn Dodgers’ presi- 
dent, regarded as one of the most 
hard-headed businessmen in base- 
ball. While he is agreeable at pres- 
ent to selling the tele rights to his 
games, Rickey has let it be known 
that he may later assume the tele- 
vising costs himself and thereby use 
the medium for his own promotional 
uses. This prospect coincides with 
an opinion expressed by P. K. Wrig- 
ley, owner of the Chicago Cubs, 
several months ago. Wrigley re- 
marked that baseball magnates would 


} 
| 
| 





quick and as full use of television as 
possible for the hiking of gate re- 
ceipts. Wrigley added that he was 
talking from experience. 


Wait Coast College Rule 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


on television has been deferred un- 
til June by the Pacfic Coast Inter- 


coming year was to have been taken 
up at the recently concluded winter 
conference session at Sonora, Cal. 
Now, however, it will be thoroughly 
aired at the summer session, slated 
for Missoula, Mont., June 7, 8 and 
9, 1948. 


One of the most important ques- 
tions to be answered will be the 
possible commercial sponsorship of 
the annual Rose Bow] classic on both 
radio and tele, the first time for 


either, plus the renewal of Asso- 
ciated Tide Water Oil’s contract for 
all radio rights to school football. 
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air by the time the Derby is run 
next May, which would provide cov- 
erage for the Louisville area. It's 
considered extremely doubtful, how- 
ever, that any relay system will be 
in operation to carry the pickup to 
other cities, so that stations in other 
areas will have to rely on film. 


With the Derby rating as high as 
the World Series or a heavyweight 
championship fight in the sports 
world, the $75,000 deal is expected 
to be a steal for advertisers within 
several years, when such tele relay 
, Systems are expanded to take in 
| Louisville. Derby promoters are 
| reportedly letting it go for so little 
| money in order to boost the radio 
| rights figure. 
| Similar deal was concluded last 
| week for the Ballantine brewery to 
| Sponsor both radio and tele broad- 
| casts of the N. Y. Yankees’ home 
| baseball games in 1948. at a reported 
$300,000. Yankee management in- 
sisted on the package affair, which 
| provides for DuMont to carry the 
tele airings and WINS, N. Y. indie, 
to handle the radio end of it. 











find it to their advantage to make as 


Question of Coast college sports | 


Collegiate Athletic Conference. Mat- 
ter of permitting video coverage of 
football, basketball, track, etc. in 






ti of sight and sound. 


GF declared that its tele experi- 
ence during the last year had taught 
the outfit that despite tele’s present 
technical limitations, it’s possible to 
“produce interesting, informative 
and entertaining programs in the 
studio” and that remote shows, 
such as sports pickups, are relatively 
simple to produce and readily 
adaptable for sponsorship.” In. addi- 
tion, the “potentialities of this new 
sight and sound medium have as 
yet been barely realized.” Thus, ac- 
cording to the survey, tele “offers 
both an opportunity and a challenge 
productionwise.” 


Survey revealed several factors on 
the future growth of tele. For ex- 
ample, it parallels the early growth 
of radio, and business outlook for 
next year is generally good. A de- 
cline in the radio set market has 
spurred manufacturers to expand 
their video sales. 
there’s 





increasing evidence of a 


intensified sales promotion policies 
and of new producers entering the 
market. All these factors should 
greatly increase the mass circulation 
of sets during the coming year. 
Survey was conducted for GF by 
the outfit’s two ad agencies, Benton 
& Bowles and Young & Rubicam, at 
a cost of less than $10,000. There 
was no attempt to compare 
with radio but to evaluate tele as a 
medium within its own rights, ac- 
cording to Chapin. He said his tele 
committee, which has handled video 
for the entire organization, will 


for the individual products now to 
decide what further use they want 
to make of the medium. 





Memphis—Bill Brazzill, announcer 
at WMC, has been promoted to pro- 
duction manager, succeeding Earl 
Moreland, who, in turn, becomes 
local sales manager, a post created 
in the commercial department. 









name one or more things. actually 


As to the cost of producing tele 
shows, GF discovered that cost-per- 
thousand figures are high, running 
comparable 
radio cost-per-thousand figures. Sur- 
that costs 
are being reduced as circulation of 
sets increase, and may be halved by 
On the basis of present 
estimates, GF decided that the high 
costs “do not warrant the use of 
television as a basic, mass circula- 
unless there are ad- 
vantages over and above circulation.” 

That such advantages are present 
in tele was cited by the survey. It 
selective, 


interested and enthusiastic audience; 
(3) more television viewers per set 
more); (4) an all-family audience— 


women 1.42, men 1.11, children .94; 
reaction to commer- 


(8) new op- 
portunity for a new kind of com- 
mercial treatment—product demon- 
stration and selling with full impact 


Most important, 


general price reduction in sets, of 


tele 


probably fold now, and that it will 
be the responsibility of sales toppers 


ALLISON TO HEAD TELE 
OPERATIONS AT WLW 


Cincinnati, Dec, 23. 

Milton F. “Chick” Allison, for. 
merly sales promotion manager of 
WLW, Crosley outlet here, has been 
named to the same position for 
Crosley’s television operations. Move 
marks the first step towards estab. 
lishing the outfit’s tele stations on 
a commercial basis. 


In a statement accompanying an. 
nouncement of Allison’s appoint. 
ment, Crosley prez James D. Shouse 
and veepee-general manager R. §, 
Dunville declared that “in entering 
upon the field of commercial tele. 
vision, we anticipate the necessity 
of associating with our stations per. 
sons who have comprehensive ex- 
perience in both local and national 
radio, Allison’s experience in the 
national field at WLW has been 
strengthened more recently through 
his responsibilities as sales manager 
of WPEN (Philadelphia).” 

Allison’s job will be to contact 
agencies and advertisers in New 
York, Chicago and elsewhere in the 
national fleld. He'll also be respon- 
sible for local accounts in Cincy and 
for the coordination of co-op adver. 
tising by national advertisers on 
products sold through Cincy stores, 
He'll report to J. R. Duncan, now 
acting director of Crosley tele oper- 
ations. 

Crosley hopes to go on the air 
with its Cincinnati tele outlet, 


WLWT, on a commercial basis early 
in 1948. 









U’s Trailer 


Continued from page 26 


for tele, despite claims of U flacks 
to the contrary. It comprises straight 
clips from the film, which might 
have been selected as those that 
would show up best on tele’s small 
screen. There are still plenty of 
long shots included, though, such as 
the one showing William Powell ad- 
dressing a mass audience in a po- 
litical arena. U has been forced to 
eliminate all music from the film 
because of the Petrillo ban, but the 
accompanying commentary is such 
that music is hardly missed. 

It should be pointed out, incident- 
ally, that the practice of screening 
the trailer four or five times in one 
evening is a dangerous one. View- 
ers watching their sets for a full 
evening’s entertainment will become 
so surfeited with the thing that it 
might steer them away from seeing 
the picture. NBC ran it twice with- 
in an hour Sunday (21) night. Stal. 
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yertisements a complete summary of 
the statistical data behind each state- 
ment we made. 

(Hell, we couldn’t put all the 
statistics in the ads. The copy was 
jong enough without that!) 

As a matter of fact, any careful 
(and unbiased) reader of the ads 
will see that the facts used by CBS 
and by NBC in their respective ads 
do not contradict each other. 

NBC simply used a different set of 
facts in “answering” CBS. 

The real issue, then, is: Which set 
ef facts is more significant to the 
advertiser? 

We're ready to let any advertiser 
decide that for himself. 

But there’s a more important point 
to be made about this CBS series, 
I think. 

Everybody seems so taken aback 
by the introduction of some forth- 
right (and, I think, wholesome) 
eompetition into network promotion, 
that nobody seems to realize the 
CBS series was put in the con- 
sumer press for more important rea- 
gons than simply to say “CBS is bet- 
ter than NBC.” 

At least two of the three advertise- 
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Vic Ratner 


Continued from page 28 





Average 
Hooper Ratings 
For the Week of 
December First 
Fifteen-Minute 

Nighttime Programs 
Five Times Weekly 


Jack Smith 838 


Club 15 8.7 
Supper Club 8.7 
Kaltenborn 8.6 
News of the World 8.2 
Lowell Thomas 7.3 
Beulah 6.9 
Edward Murrow 6.6 
3 Star Extra 46 
Fulton Lewis 41 
Eric Sevareid 4] 
Real Stories 3.7 
Henry Taylor 3.4 
Inside Sports 3.3 


Newscope 3.2 
Headline Edition 2.5 
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ments in the CBS series attempted 
to make some major points about 
radio which cannot be made too of- 
ten, we think—especially where 
“opinion-makers” can see them as 
well as important business men. 


The first point is the unashamed 
concept of radio as a “market- 
place”: a market-place for goods as 
well as ideas—where people gather 
“for the latest news and laughter, 
| music and drama, ideas and goods” 
as people have always 
throughout history, in their major 
market-places. 

We made this point because so 
many crities of radio, consciously or 
unconsciously, seem to resent the 


Yet commercial radio is American 
radio—and we wanted to try to 
make clear there’s nothing basically 
“wrong” with this. 

The second major point is found in 
our second advertisement. It is 
summarized in the following sen- 
tence from this advertisement: 

a the American people 
themselves created Radio in this 
country in their own image; with 
all the vitality, richness and 
criss-crossing patterns of culture 
of America itself.” 

I may be wrong, but I think these 
|two points about radio (not CBS) 
| are at least as important to tell the 
| world as our third point: that we 
| believe CBS is the most effective 
|; network in radio today—when the 
| toughest standards are used: how 
| many for how much? 

Victor M. Ratner. 
(CBS Adv.-Premotion Veepee.) 














| 
Newspapers | 


In that way, the midwest- 
ern outlets will be able to air filmed 
versions of the political meets either 
the day that events occur or early 
the following day. 

Clipp appointed a committee, 
headed up by Kenneth W. Stowman, 
WFIL-TV tele director,.to study the 
problem and report back at a later 
meet. Committee is to probe costs, 
necessary facilities and camera lo- 
cations at the convention site, as 
well as the possibility of securing 
a sponsor to bankroll the films on 
all stations on a nationwide basis. 

Group gave up plans of direct 
coverage when F. R. MacFarland, 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
rep, declared his company will have 
no coaxial cable west of Philly un- 
til the spring of 1949. MacFarland 
said, however, that AT & T plans 
to have co-ax circuits between N. Y. 
and Washington by next June that 
will permit simultaneous telecasts 
of three different programs from 
Philly. ~ 

J. Z. Millar, Western Union en- 
gineer present, said his eompany 
plans to install a two-way radio 
beam between N. Y. and Philly, 
which is expected to be in operation 
in time for the political conventions 
next June. 


FCC Fitted 


‘———— Continued from page 25 


from practicing before the agency 
until his original FCC term expires. 
Equally bad news to staffers is a 
provision which prevents any FCC 
employe from joining any outfit 
dealing with the FCC for one year 
after leaving the agency. Also, no 
FCC staffer may get a station license 
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| Stations. 
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gathered, | 


fundamental commercialism of radio. | 


until out of the agency at least a 
year. 


Other provisions of the legislation: 

1. The Senators adopted recom- 
mendations of the Radio Corre- 
spondents Assn. with respect to 
newscasts and commentaries. The 
bill merely requires announcement 
at the beginning and end identify- 
ing the newscaster and making 
clear whether the program is 
straight news or commentary. The 
initial bill, vigorously opposed on 


this point, required identification of , 


news sources. 





quirements on political and contro- 
| versial broadcasts. It calls for equal 
opportunity for all sides and candi- 
dates, but omits an earlier provision 
banning use of radio time to discuss 
political subjects during campaigns 
by any persons other-than candidates 
or their designates. 

3. FCC members’ salaries are in- 
|creased from $10,000 to $12,500 per 
year. Although the measure calls 
| for a nine-man commission, the com- 
mittee has agreed to recommend a 
seven - man body, provided two 
|three-men panels handle common 
| carrier and radio matters separately. 


| 


4. The bill provides for a rotating | 


| FCC chairmanship, with the com- 
| mision itself and not the President 
;naming the chairman. 
| 5. In a provision strongly recom- 
; mended by industry execs, the legis- 
| lation provides that broadcasters 
| Shall get equal treatment under the 
} anti-trust laws. 

6. The AVCO procedure on trans- 
|fer of licenses is out the window. 


2. The bill relaxes the original re- 


Fort Industry Thrown for Loss As 
Det. Council Grabs ‘Sight-Sound Site 


Detroit, Dec. 23. 
| Fort Industry Co.’s Detroit outlet, 
/WJBK, is out in the cold following 


vote by the city council to condemn } 


property owned by the station for 
/use as a historical museum. 

The land, purchased last year for 
$175,000 plus extra fees, was intended 
as the site of new quarters for the 
station. The city, however, over 
protests, decided condemn the 
property anyway. 


to 


George Storrer, head of Fort In- 
dustry, had planned to build a com- 
bined radio building and “Sight and 
Sound Center,” to provide 
rooms, meeting places and a com- 
plete eye clinic for the blind or 
those needing clinical attention. A 
cut of the station’s profits were to 
have been assigned to pay for the 


center, Detroit at present having 
nothing of that sort. 
Storrer, backed strongly by the 


Detroit Lions Club, had protested 
that funds for the museum probably 
won't be available for years, and 
that the location was the only suit- 
able one for the blind center—ad- 
|joining the library, Wayne Univ. 
‘and the hospital district. One of 
Storrer’s sons was blinded in an 
accident, 

With the city refusing his plan, 


Storrer said that he contemplated no 
|further attempt to argue the case, 
|but would start looking for another 
site for his station. 

' Complicating his problem is the 
fact that he has a video license and 
$280,000 worth of television trans- 
|mitter equipment ull bought and due 
for delivery in February, with no 
place to set it up. The station, until 
Fort Industry bought it and began 
expanding, was in smaller quarters 
and the station has to move some- 
where soon, because of sheer lack of 
space. 





reading | 


| Accent on Manhattan 


There's an upbeat on feature cov- 
erage of the local scene by New 
York stations. WJZ has signed Har- 
riet Van Horne, World-Telegram 
radio editor, for a weekly air stint, 
}and WNEW has pencilled in a “New 
| York Newsreel” for Jan, 16 preem, 
| Miss Van Horne, in a 10-minute 
|“‘Here’s Harriet” stanza starting next 
| Saturday (27) at 6:05 p.m., will toss 
out suggestions on where to go and 
|what to do in Gotham. WNEW’s 15- 
minute “Newsreel,” Fridays at 9:18 
p.m., will utilize on-the-spot wire 


‘recordings of human interest yarns. 











BRyont 9-424 | 





HARRY STOWE, GENERAL MANAGER 
EDWARD PETRY & CO., NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES W 


oghal 


i 


di 


| 


* 


Naturally, there’s longhair on WSM’s sched- 
ule. Many classical and semi-classical artists 
springboarded from this station to the networks. 
But the “Cornbelt Chanters” have been a solid 
part of WSM since we first went on the air 22 
years ago. 


There were those who raised eyebrows as 
WSM developed into the folk music capitol of 
the world..... 


When Grand Ole Opry played Carnegie and 
Constitution Halls recently the mobs at the box- 
office proved something. Coast to coast Ameri- 
cans share a fundamental love for the simplicity 
and earthiness of genuine folk musie which 
WSM has nurtured through the years. 
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Varying Unemployment Tax Laws 
Pose Serious Problems for Maestros 


One of the most bothersome prob- 
facing bandleaders currently is 

e inconsistent reaction from vari- 
ous states to the recent nullification 
y the U. 8. Supreme Court of the 
merican Federation of Musicians 
orm B contract. Headaches stem 
from the unemployment tax phase, 


r% 
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Joey Adams 
observes 
“To the Victor Belong 








‘Happy’ Chandler’s Gal 
A Disk Jockey con WVLK 


Louisville, Dec. 23. 
Mimi Chandler, daughter of A. B. 
“Happy” Chandler, high commis- 
sioner of baseball, has become a disk 
jockey on new WVLK, Versailles, 
outlet. Chandler is principal owner 
of the 1,000 watt station. It’s part 
of the Mutual net, and among other 
programming shows, has an all-night 

show from midnight until 6 a.m. 
Miss Chandler, who was featured 
in a couple of Hollywood films, and 
guested on various network shows, 








Ernest Byfield 


has authored a humorous piece on 
this boniface business titled 











Disk Pact Terms May Lead to New 
Trouble; Foresee Settlement ‘Deal 


+ James C. Petrillo’s statement last 
week, in which he said that the 
American Federation of Musicians 
has nothing to worry about so far 
as its income from recordings is con- 
cerned, that this will continue be- 
yond the Jan. 1 expiration date of 
the current contract, has begun con- 





: fa P23 OD ; . : 2. 5 ° sider tar ; Tous 
which Form B forced buyers of the Soils intends to stick to her disk jockey 6 siderable discussion in New York 
band to pay but which the individ- , chore. Occup ational among record company executives 
yal bandleader is now responsible i oe Disease”’ and attorneys. 
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ments as far back as 1944, which is 
as far back as the statute of limita- 
tions allows on taxes. 

. At the same time, many other 
states are going along with the Su- 
preme Court’s decision, most for- 
giving back taxes that California 
seeks but demanding that all sums 
beyond the death of Form B be paid 
at the proper time. In the event a 
state does not carry unemployment 
insurance regulations, an employer 
must pay the entire 3% into Gov- 
ernment coffers. 


What makes the problem so diffi- 
cult is that bands constantly moving 


_ from state to state must have their 


payrolls broken down constantly so 
that each state gets its share of taxes. 
New York's move in declaring it does 
not want such payments from band- 
leaders only further complicates the 
problem. ; 


At the same time, recording man- 
ufacturers and advertising agencies, 
which employ bands for disking and 
tadio programs, have continued to 
Tegard themselves as employers of 
the orchestras they use, despite the 
death of Form B, and continue to 
do their own withholding of income 
taxes and also deduct social security 
and unemployment taxes. That ac- 
tion further complicates the arith- 
metic needed to keep a bands’ finan- 





union, being badly outnumbered by 
those cardholders who work _part- 
time, etc. Hollywood members say 
they are too busy working to attend 
the meetings downtown and result- 
antly the 
things pretty much their own way. 
One bandleader declared that thou- 
sands of union members, but not 
workers-at-it, pay, their annual dues 
of $12 as a premium on the $1,000 
death benefit. 

On the breakdown of its 13,000 
members, about 4,000 are gainfully 
employed, split up this wise: 500 in 
radio, 1,000 in pictures and the re- 
mainder in recordings, night clubs, 
theatres and miscellaneous, 


MPPA, SPA Still 
In Pact Stalemate 


Members of the Music Publishers 
Assn. and the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Assn. held another meeting in 
New York Monday (22), but got no 
closer to a settlement of the new 
contract they have been working on 
for more than a year, Latest meet 
was for the purpose of going over 





inactive musicians have | 





right” headings, will finally be put | 


on paper. 

At last week’s meet members of 
the board were given 
possible different combinations of 
song presentation, such as ordinary 
vocalist, vocalist with a band, singer 
in costume, all the way up to major 
uses involving use of the book from 
which a show tune might spring. 
Each member was asked to study 
the list, form his own conclusions 
and report at a later meeting. 

Immense preparation that will be 
needed before anything concrete can 
be developed in separating the vari- 
ous approaches that video will pro- 
vide toward a song is for the protec- 
tion of the individual publisher. As 
in radio and other forms of music 
performance, ASCAP will probably 
sell the small right te video.in blan- 
ket or per program form, and the 
publisher will retain. the grand 
rights. For performances of a tune 
under the latter category, separate 
negotiations must be made with the 
publisher. Synchronization usages 
(films), for example, are always a 
grand right. 

Radio Criticizes ASCAP 

Members of the _ broadcasters’ 
committee which has been negoti- 
ating renewal of the radio agree- 
ment.have become critical of the 


lists of the | 
| go-round. Sammy Kaye put away | 


| 


; Same schedule this week. It has two 
and three sessions lined up for every 
day except tomorrow (Christmas). 
Victor has been on the same merry- 


his final masters Sunday (21) after- 
| noon and evening, making nine sides, 
| giving him a total of 39 in the can 
|against the future. Tommy Dorsey 
;cut again for Victor Monday 
(22) night, on a 
schedule sliced in three 
hour sessions. Having been out 
/on the road, however, he had not 
| been able to get in any disking ses- 
sions before the latter part of last 
week. And he opens at the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs- 
, day). And both Columbia and Victor 
| will maintain a similar pace until 
| and including New Year’s Eve. Both, 
however, have stopped accepting 
new songs unless those submitted 
are “extra-special.” 

Meanwhile, Decca doesn’t seem to 
be moving at an unusual pace, a cir- 
cumstance that has prevailed with 
that company since the disk ban was 
announced. It is recording, but not 


three- 


|at the speed with which Columbia 


and Victor are travelling. 


Cap Records, ABC 





nine - hour | 


|deserved and should get revenue 
from coinmachines and disk jockeys. 
| This was such an about-face from 
|} previous statements he’d made in 
|connection with the labor sub-com- 
| mittee job that it started considerable 
| Speculation. Later, Petrillo flatly 
| Stated that his men would “never 
again” make recordings regardless of 
| whether or not the Taft-Hartley act 
| was revised, if legislation were intro- 
duced in Congress in his behalf, or 
| even of the 1909 Copyright Law were 
revised in the AFM’s favor in so far 
as coinmachines were concerned. 


Both these statements rang so 
poorly in relation to what had pre- 
viously issued from both sources 
that smart-money immediately be- 
gan looking for the beginning of a 
settlement. And it appears there’s 
some movement in that direction. 

It’s being said guardedly that Pe- 
trillo and capital legislators, led by 
Kearns, have gotten together and 
the latter have agreed to introduce 
legislation, which the FCC apparent. 
ly will still stand for, that would 
restrict the playing of recordings on 
all radio stations throughout the 
country. Included in the arrange- 
ment would be a revision of the 
copyright law that would allow the 
| AFM some equity in the use of re- 





absence of a general manager of |cordings in coinmachines, preceded, 
cial affairs in order. the language of preliminary proofs} 4 \crican Society of Composers, | presumably, by the prior rights pub- 
of terms already agreed upon. At-| 4) hore and Publishers: They at- ° ‘lishers and the name performers 
torneys for both sides have been for | tinute the conferees’ failure to iron | who make the sale of recordings 

KUTA GRABS BUDDING the past several weeks collaborating | jut the differences over the co- | possible would have. 
on reducing so paper the points! crative fee issue largely to the | This sort of an arrangement is 
DISK Y agreed upon. circumstance that there is no one| No progress has been made on the | preferable to Petrillo since it would 
JOCKEYS EARL Final okay of the proofs was held person with authority at the So- possible interchange of stock be-!all be legal and above-board and 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 23. 

KUTA here is holding a series of 
auditions at lecal high schools to 
se teen age disk jockeys who will 

assigned their own platter show. 
A committee from each school is 
Picking four applicants, and from 
them Woodie Hirsch, KUTH disk 
jockey, picks the number one man. 

Bobby-soxers will get a chance 
to listen to their school companions 
temporarily turned disk jocks dur- 
ing a half hour show slated for Sat- 
urday afternoons. 


Fowler’s Son Doubles 





up, however, because they had been 
delivered to publishers and writers 
involved only last Thursday (18) 
and attorneys for individuals had 
not had time to peruse them. It’s 
likely that a final okay will not be 
forthcoming now for several weeks 
at least since some of the MPPA 
and SPA committee members head 
for Florida this week. 


COLUMBIA OPENS MEX 
DISK PRESSING PLANT 


Mexico City, Dec. ? 
Columbia Records opened a press- 


ing plant in San Bartolo Naucalpan, 





ciety to talk to or who will assume 
the responsibility of thoroughly 
studying the networks’ side of the 
matter and reporting. his. findings to 
the ASCAP directorate. 

Because of this situation, runs the 
complaint, the committee is unable 
to get cleancut answers to whatever 
points it interposes. These broad- 
casters say that there is no one they 
have to deal with at ASCAP who 
talks their language. 

ASCAP’s business direction now 
comes jointly under a department- 
head foursome, consisting: of Her- 
man Finkelstein, house counsel; 
Herman Greenberg, in charge of 
sales: Dick Murray, head of foreign 











| Cap 


tween Capitol Records and the ABC 
network, which would form an al- 
liance between the two. Glenn Wal- 


lichs, Capitol president, states that | 


insofar as Capitol is concerned it 
is now looking into the ABC finan- 
cial situation to determine if such an 
alliance would be of benefit to Cap- 
itol. He avers that Capitol needs no 
financial help and that if a deal is 
ultimately worked out with ABC it 
will not be made for the sake of the 
coin involved. 


It has further been confirmed, in- 
cidentally, that ABC’s interest in 
is due more to the Capitol 
| Transcription division than the pop- 

ular-record parent company. ABC 


| would remove from him and his 
| actions any reference to “labor 
' racketeering.” Included in the above 
legislative arrangement, incidentally, 
would be a settlement of the re- 
cording controversy; plus which 
Petrillo would grant two-year con- 
tracts for the use of live music on 
television and new deals for both 
radio and films which would not 
inspire a flareup. 


GRANZ JAZZ UNIT 
TO PLAY FRANCE FETE 


Norman Granz’s “Jazz at the 




















e.4e : relations, and George Hoffman, | has no transcription library such as | Philharmonic” unit will go to France 
PA. to Songsmithing thriving town in the State of Mexico | .omptroller. those NBC, CBS and Mutual main-jearly in February to take part in 
just over the Federal District line, 


itain, and such an addition already |the International Jazz Festival be- 
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Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Will Fowler of Paramount's studio 
Publicity dept—and son of novelist 
ene Fowler—has turned composer 
with “I Walk with Loneliness” and 
Everybody Has a Lullaby.” 
} With Arthur Gordon handiing the 
yriecs, songs already have been 
Okayed for waxing by the Majestic 
and Apollo labels, and Medallion 

Usic is publishing early next year. 


Dec. 15. Company is operating in 
Mexico as Columbia de Mexico, S. A. 
M. 8S. Kestler is the plant’s gen. mgr. 
Opening was attended by a personal 
rep of President Miguel Aleman. 
Plant is geared to produce 36 disks 
per second and is catering primarily 
to Mexico and the rest of Latin 





America. 





Merle Evans Lectures 


Memphis, Dec. 23. 

Merle -Evans, tong-time 

master for the Ringling Brothers- 

Barnum. & -Bailey ecnrcus, is con- 

ducting a lecture tour of 
schools this winter. 


band- | 
| vocalist Helen Humes. 


high | publishers Rocco Vocco, Jack Breg- 


established, as is Cap’s, would be in- | ginning at Nice, Feb. 16. Group 


| valuable, particularly in the event | leaves N. Y. by plane Feb. 13 and 


of a strike against radio by the includes so far, Coleman Hawkins, 
American Federation of Musicians. |Joe “Flip” Phillips, Howard Me- 

Ghee, Ray Brown, J. C. Heard and 
Two other 
Maestro Sammy Kaye and music |musicians are to be added. 





In addition to 10 days at Nice, the 


man and Jack Johnstone will quit | 16th to 25th, Granz’ combo will work 


Evans titles his talk “Behind the |New York, Dec. 26, for a week of |four other jazz concerts. in Paris, 


Scenes at the Circus.” 


golf at Boca Raton, Fla. Geneva and Copenhagen, 
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Noro Morales Rhythm Sextet— 
“Jungelero,” “Montuno in G” (Ma- 
jestic), First of the two rumbas 
will take strongly in the nickelodeon 
spots where they like good pianistics 
with an exciting background beat. 

Arthur Godfrey—“I’m a Ding Dong 
Daddy,” “A Porter’s Love Song” 
(Columbia). Second of the CBS 
m.c.’s releases. Godfrey’s personality 
comes through more lavishly with 
“Daddy” and the indications are 
of good sailing on jock and juke 
play and counter sales. Other side 
figures a diverting novelty and not 


much else. Archie Bleyer accom- 
panies. 
Danny O’Neil — “Trees,” “The 


Lord’s Prayer” (Majestic). For the 
less secularly inclined an appealing 
brace. The tenor is in fine melodic 
and expressive voice. David Roberts 
backgrounds at the organ. O’Neil’s 
interpretation of “Trees” should find 
a niche on a jockey’s repertoire. 
Tiny Hill and Orchestra— 
“Mickey,” “Angry” (Columbia). 
Should take in the less sophisticated 
precincts. Hill’s raspy tonsils and 
old-fashioned style takes, over on 








My Favorite Five 
(Following are the all-time top 
favorites of this disk jockey) 

ED McKENZIE 


(Jack the Bellboy) 
(WJBK, Detroit) 


“IT Can’t Get Started With 


You” (Bunny Berigan). . 
“Confessin’ ” (Louis Arm- 
strong). 


“Stardust” (Artie Shaw). 

“I’m the Lonesomest Gal 
Town” (Ella Fitzgerald). 

“If I Could Be With You One 
Hour Tonight” (Jack Teagarden). 


in 





“Angry,” while Erwin Bendel’s 
tenor, which should go well with 
beer, rides with the flipover item. 
Anita O’Day—‘“What Is _ This 
Thing Called Love,” “Boot Whip” 
(Signature). Still tops among the 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodee 








ineting that the maestro applies to 
the strictly instrumental, “Sweet and 
Lovely.” It’s the first time that 
Goodman's put this 16-year-old mel- 
ody on a platter. 

Mindy Carson—"Pianissimo,” 
“Why Do You Make Those Eyes?” 
(Musicraft). Miss Carson adds much 
to her promise with this debut 
grooving. Her simple and refresh- 
ing style is set off brightly by the 
Benny Benjamin-George Weiss 
lballad, “Pianissimo,” while the 
istandard side proves her equally 
ladept in taking a rhythm number 
lover the hurdles. Glenn Osser does 
handsomely with the background. 


Lanny Ross —- “Underneath the 
Clock at the Biltmore,” “Whippen- 
poof Song” (Majestic). Ross goes 
100% sentimental for his unveiling 
on this label and it all turns out 
quite clicky. The side that will 
probably fetch him the more kudoes 
is “Whippenpoof.” A Yale boy him- 
self, Ross, aided by the Amory Bros. 
and Stephen Kisley’s baton, gives 
this drinking song a solid rendition. 
With “Clock” the tenor not only cel- 
ebrates his current hotelroom stand 
but cooks up a love lament (he also 
wrote it) that should take well with 
practically all femme age levels. 





Mildred Bailey — “Don’t Worry 
About Strangers,” “Born To Be 
Blue” (Majestic).. Two sharp con- 


trasts in mood and treatment, with 
a kick on either side for her follow- 
ing. Miss Bailey gets over the com- 
edy yarn contained in Phil Moore’s 
“Stranger” like a charm and ‘her re- 
laxed torching of “Born” is a model 
of exposition for even the girls on 
the upper rungs of the popularity 
ladder. 

Eddie Kirk — “Sad and Blue,” 
“Those Clouds Don’t Bother Me” 
(Capitol). A couple sagebrush la- 
'ments with the fancy guitar accom- 
paniment tending to outshine at 
times Kirk’s warbling. Neverthe- 
| less a solid candidate for the jocks 
and jukes that specialize in western 
fare. 

Connie. Haines—“Will You Still Be 
Mine?” “You Made Me Love You” 
(Signature). “Mine,” which is 





artists in her idiom, Her casualness strongly on the topical side with a 
in stirring up excitement over prac- | stream of references to divers celebs, 
tically anything she does is a daisy. |makes a natural for her personality 


Either side deserves a play from the 
jukes and the jockey shows that 
specialize in her type of material. 

Connie Haines — “They're Mine, 
There’s Mine,” “But What About 
These?” (Signature). A newcomer to 
this label, Miss Haines makes her- 
self a promising prospect for the 
juke and counter sweepstakes. 
“Mine’ cumes over with heart-ap- 
peal and deft sense of lyric timing, 
while in “These” her.natural feel for 
an innuendo ditty gets maximum 
exploitation. © 

Mark Warnow—“Who Put That 
Dream in Your Eye?”, “Senorita 
Maracas from Caracas” (Coast). Lots 
of captivating lilt and lush string 
stuff in “Dream” and a chirper with 
a cute style, Lorry Raine, to embel- 
lish things. And there’s a_ solid 
Latin-American cadence on_ the 
other side. “Dream” is definitely a 
candidate for the jukes and some- 
thing for the jockeys to include. 

King Cole Trio—‘I Feel So 
Smoochie,” “What’i I Do?” (Capitol). 
About the most surefire combination 
that Nat Cole and his henchmen 
have turned out in some time. Either 

ide will tickle the faithful. Cole’s 
+ seniom and affinity for a torch reg- 
isters on all cylinders with the Ber- 
lin standard, while “Smoochie” gets 
a smoothly rhythmic going over. 

Gracie Fields—‘‘Now Is the Hour,” 
“Come Back to Sorrento” (London). 
This import amply demonstrates 
why “Hour” became, a British smash 
seller, having already sold 500,000 
records. Gracie Fields may not be 
the blazing personality over here 
that she is on the Isles and among 
the Commonwealths, but the jockeys 
will play this platter over and over 
again. It’s plush production. Miss 
Fields gives “Hour” all the senti- 
mental tug she knows how, and the 
choral work behind her attests to 
the song’s potertial as a standard for 
vocal ensembles, She does an ap- 
pealing dusting job with the flipover, 
“Sorrento.” It would be worth- 
while for the jukes to give “Hour” 
a test ride. 

Benny Goodman—“Ooooh! Look-a 
There, Ain't She Pretty?”, “Sweet 
and Lovely” (Capitol). Standout 
dance coupling. “Pretty,” a Fletcher 
Henderson arrangement, blends the 
brass section with Goodman's bril- 
liant woodwind flights for a nifty se- 
quence of swing movements, and 
there’s a likeable interpolation by 
his new vocalist, Emma Lou Welch. 
T’s a slightlv more lush bit of clar- 


| and ease with bouncey tunes, but 
(Continued on page 40) 
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“Club Dates Come 
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Majestic on AFM 
Carpet Over Pay 


New York Local 802 of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians is hot 
after Majestic Records for the fail- 
ure of the latter to pay musicians 
for recording dates done within re- 
cent months. It gave the company 
until the latter part of last week to 
pay up undetermined amounts, and 
when that order had not been com- 
plied with the case was turned over 
to the national office in N. Y. 


So far, Majestic has not heeded the | 
demands by either the local or na- | 


tional, and in the event it doesn’t 
the national probably will move 
against the company. Course such a 
move would take would likely be to 
revoke Majestic’s license to record, 
which runs only another week any- 
way. However, in the event Majestic 
didn’t settle its debts to AFM card- 
holders thereafter, the revocation 
would still be effective in the event 
the band is lifted sometime in the 
future. 


Jacquet’s RCA Deal 


Illinois Jacquet’s jazz combo has 
been signed by RCA-Victor to cut 
a string of 16 sides before the Dec. 
31 ban on recording by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians. Group 
will do its first date in New York 
tomorrow (Thursday) and Friday. 


Jacquet formerly recorded for 
Apollo, 
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NOON HOUR CLOCK 
With Wayne Stitt 
Daily, 12 noon-1 p.m. 
PLA-MOR BALLROOM 
KN, Kansas City 


One of the oldest record shows in 
town is this session, aired every day 
for well over 10 years. Its rep as 
the oldest of local shows has been 
built on a policy of playing the new- 
est tunes first. Show caught, billed 
as the 4,859th session, had six new 
records, and the daily average is 
5 to 10. All disks received at the 
station are played on this show be- 
fore being put into the regular li- 
brary. 

That the program has held up so 


lowing wants to hear new music. 
And there is plenty of plugging done 
on later shows about the tunes which 
turn out to be hits. Anything goes 
on record; even a cowboy tune or a 
salon number gets on the list now 
and then. 

Pla-Mor ballroom, catering to 
dancers and pop music followers, 
thus finds this program a natural 
as daily ether advertising. Pla-Mor 
has footed the bill for two years, and 
already has inked a deal for 1948. 

Wayne Stitt pairs with the show 
admirably. He has been with KCKN 
since the early days of the show. 
He’s been on and off the Noon Hour 
Clock, but has been at it steadily 
since Pla-Mor sponsorship. He han- 
dles commercials in routine fashion, 
and works a bit of personality into 
the record news. Quin. 





| BURT FARBER 

| 40 Mins., 12:50 p.m., Mon, thru Fri. 
| Participating 

WSAI, Cincinnati 


First musical name in radio here- 
abouts to tie in with platter spinning 
locally, Burt Farber differs the disk 
jockey routine by modulating from 
one selection to another at a studio 
piano while a staffer mans the turn- 
table. In the know on tunes, orches- 
tras and warblers, Farber chats ex- 
temporaneously about who and 
what’s coming up next on the show. 
And he has a large following. An 
aid to further popularity is his solo- 
ing on this ivories; about three tunes 
are weaved into each session. 

In addition to this participating 
series, Farber does a similar 30- 
minute stint at 8:30 a.m., Mon. 
through Friday, on the same station 
for Pogue’s, a leading Cincy depart- 
ment store.- Both series started last 
| March. That’s when Farber resigned 

the fulltime job of WSAI music di- 
rector to continue local assignments 
while also becoming composer, ar- 











VARIETY 


1. BALLERINA (8) (Jefferson) 


8 YOU DO (16) (BVC) ...... 


9. AND MIMI (7) (Shapiro-B) 


10. 


SO FAR (Williamson) .......... 


NAUGHTY ANGELINE (Simon) 





6. NEAR YOU (15) (Supreme) 


7. I WISH I DIDN’T LOVE YOU (10) (Paramount)... 


ee ee ee | eee eer erene eee eee sees 


SERENADE OF THE BELLS (1) (Morris) . 


PLL DANCE AT WEDDING (Simon) ............ 


oe ee ee ee | ereweeree ‘ang 


{ Dinah Shore..... chereeeos 
1. Kay Kyser........ et -Columbyy 


{ King Cole Trio............Capitol 
** ) Clark-Noble ............Columbia 


TWO LOVES HAVE I (Miller) , 
PASS PEACE PIPE (Chappell)..............e...000.. O00 sop ven ee eee 


THOSE THINGS MONEY CAN’T BUY (Robbins) 


FELLOW NEEDS A GIRL (Williamson) .,.. 
F GENTLEMAN IS A DOPE (Williamson) ,...... 
POPPA WON’T YOU DANCE (Morris) 


DON’T YOU LOVE ME ANYMORE (Oxford) 


I STILL GET JEALOUS (Morris) .. 


YOUR RED WAGON (Leeds) ... 


e@eerree 


STANLEY STEAMER (Warren)........ 


§ 


CeCe OOH eee EEE eH EHO HEED 


5. CIVILIZATION (16) (Morris) ... (ae vudone Soares Sis.-D. Kaye ®. .Deece 
§ Francis Craig ,..... 
Larry Green.............+.-Victor 


§ Betty Hutton ,.............Capitol 
**** | Vaughn Monroe ............Victor 


ee | rr ee 


@eeeeeeee ee ee ee eer eeereee 


Coming Up 


ee oe eeeeeeae 


. 

*e@eeeeeeeeeeenneee eer *e*-.@weee 
eer ee eeree ‘ee ere eee eeeve 

eeeer ee eens eeerereeere ee eee eeeeeeee 
*eeeeeeeve 


eee eee ee ee ee ee 


wf 


{ Sammy Kaye..... cecesosens We 
ee ee Stafford... ....0..sce000+-Capitol 


Faindiaicenie+s ee 


eee ee ioe eae eseeseeeees Columbia 


1 Freddy Martin..........,..Victor 


UTony Pastor.......... 


Week of Dec. 20 


prosererereeeee 1 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines++++--++-+-++s 


Vaughn Monroe............Victor 
Jimmy Dovsey......+......-M-G-M 


2. TOO-FAT POLKA (7) (Shapiro-B) ........0...c0ec0eeeeeeeees Sele ie Lr the a Rate > 

3. HOW SOON (7) (Supreme) cetetecsateeetertsccsee cones cues | OM sh all ala 28 

4. GOLDEN EARRINGS (3) (Paramount) .................... aka } Deak a RR reeteee pS a 
eeeeereeeeeee otum 


Louis Prima .......... .eee. Victor 


.Bullet 


_,,) Dinah Shore ...... +++. -Columbia 
\ Margaret Whiting .........Capitol 
Dick Haymes....... ocvest + MOCCE 

Oe Bia Fis cde ccsase ...M-G-M 


Perry 2) eer 
Frank Sinatra........... Columbia 


Tony Martin....... .. Victor 


Frankie Laine........ ... Mercury 
Perry Como..,... cosbpeeesee weer 


.. Victor 


eeeeeee 


Perry Como.......sse00.++-Victor 
Frank Sinatra,..........Columbia 


GE I PGS bo 56.54 6045 60 485 Capitol 


Guy Lombardo.............Decca 
Doris Day........ seeees- Columbia 


Buddy Clarke...........Columbia 
Harry James.,..........€olumbia 


Three Sums.......e.ee00084-Victor 


Dick Haymes ..............-Decca 
GPE TATRE b coc ccccccccccce cde 
f Andrew Sisters............. Decca 
...Columbia 
lt ee Capitol 
.. Victor 


Tony Martin..... 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.] 
POOF F $999 064044660646666666464444664 


well is evidence that a steady fol- | 
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ranger and conductor of music 
Curtain Time, NBC urday sae 
show originating in Chicago. 
Farber is a vet radio personality i 
Cincy. He left Washington & Lee U 
in 1932 to join the Henry Thies or- 
chestra here. From 1934 to 1945 he 
was on the Crosley staff. During that 
stretch Red Barber, who did an- 
nouncing when not airing baseball 
gave the tag lihe, “Farber Fingers,” 
to one of Farber’s programs on 
WLW. It’s still in use. Farber was 
guest soloist four times on Cincy 
Symphony Orchestra pop concerts 
and put in eight years as orchestra 
leader at the Netherland Plaza hotel, 
playing for dancing and its ice show. 
Koll. 


WAKE UP RANCH 

With Cliffy Stone 

90 Mins.; Mon, thru Sat., 7:30 a.m. 
Participating 

KFVD, Los Angeles 

Cliffy Stone is personally about as 
western as clam chowder, which, 
chum, originated in the east. How- 
ever, he gure turns corn into 
coin in these parts, dispensing it 
on a total of four stations, live, 
recorded and otherwise, while also 
heading a silo-solid band that’s 
available for dance dates (which he 
plugs), and which works for Capitol 
Records (which he also plugs). For 
the latter, he’s also assistant to Lee 
Gillette, head of the western-hill- 
billy music and transcription depart- 
ments. 

Hefty Cliffy’s stint on this 5,000- 
watt daytime-only indie relies mostly 
on the age old dedication of re- 
quests, heavily coated with family 
flavor via birthdays, kiddie stuff, etc. 
Among southern California’s un- 
countable “Arkies,” “Okies” and 
other imported rubes who, incident- 
ly, support an amazing number of 
such air shows, barn-like niteries, 
bucolic ballrooms, etc., he is one 
of the favorites. And for those who 
like cowpoke cacaphony with their 
a.m. coffee, his style, if it may be 
so dignified, is an over simple de- 
livery. It’s very casual, if not down- 
right sloppy, sans an accent affecta- 
tion of drawl or mew to dress up 
the folksy patter. Occasional guests 
supply some color and earthy flavor. 

Stone’s sponsors are considerably 
more varied than his program con- 
tent. They run the gamut from cures 
for alcoholics to dentists, used cars, 
foodstuffs, drugs, etc., some of them 
transcribed spots. For them he plays 
an average 24 disks per hour and a 
half session, interspersed with his 
careless speech. Ad lib, deliberate 
or unintentional, is poor for a guy 
who has been round radio since 1935, 
when he was a bass player with 
Stuart Hamblen’s rustic musickers. 

Hurl. 


Mpls. Sheriff-Disk Jock 
Prefers Being Copper 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

Hennepin County Sheriff Ed Ryan, 
after a couple of weeks as co-dis¢ 
jockey with Don Hawkinson, KSTP, 
quit the post because it began tak- 
ing up too much time. He said the 
show interfered with his duties as 
sheriff. 

Ryan worked with Hawkins from 
11:10 p.m. to 1 a.m. He said he might 
do a daytime show of similar type. 

Ryan made the ahnouncement of 
his quitting on the program itself, 
apparently as a complete surprise to 
his partner. He said he will drop 
up from time to time to spin a few 
platters and dish out observations 
concerning law observance. The 
show had developed a_ surprising 
listenership.. 

In parting, Ryan said the experi- 
ence convinced him listeners are be- 
ing fed too much jive and be-bop. 
His mail and calls, he said, con- 
vinced him there’s a large audience 
for long-hair records, even among 
the bobby-soxers reputed to be jive- 
happy. 


East St. Louis Mulls $25 
Tax on 500 Coin Machines 


St. Louis, Dec. 16. 

City Council of East St. Louis, 
across the Mississippi from here, is 
mulling two new tax measures that 
will affect more than 500 disk coin 
machines. Proposed legislation 
would slap a $25 annual tax on music 
boxes, which now pay no tax, and 
double the $1,000 annual bite on 
taverns. 

Ordinance repative to the taverns 
which now must remain shuttered 
from 1:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. daily, 
and from 2:00 a.m. to noon on Sun- 
day, would permit them to remain 
open until 3:00 a.m. daily, and on 
Sundays, with the 5:00 a.m. daily 
and noon Sunday reopening hours 
remaining unchanged. The several 
nite spots in the town, paying the 
$2,000 tax, enjoy late patronage pat- 
ticularly from St. Louis where the 
closing hour is 1:00 a.m. 
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Hearty Appetite, Boys. 


A bit of arithmetic that added up to startled looks in the pans of a 
group involved with the American Federation of Musicians’ disk ban 
was worked out on a luncheon tablecloth last week in New York. It 
still didn’t answer the question of “what does Petrillo want?” In fact, 
it made the question a bit more vague, but it offered a different in- 
sight into the argument. 

Problem posed was this: If Petrillo succeeded in placing a 12-piece 
pand in every radio station in the eountry—which number approxi- 
mately 1,100—how many musicians would he put to work? It came out 
to 13,200 men, Then the arithmeticians’ faces fell. Each mentally 
began to figure that if Petrillo achieved that result, and it’s a fore- 
gone conclusion that an average of 10 musicians per station was 
impossible, then he’d have only approximately 7% of the 225,000 mem- 
bership he claims at fulltime work. 

The answer heightened the “what does the man want?” question. 
and “proved” to those present, that the claimed membership of the 
AFM is either expanded when it pushes a point, or that the AFM has 
more members than it could ever hope to find jobs for under the most 
ideal conditions. Or that the vast majority of its membership is com- 
posed of aged, part-time tooters, or cardholders, who joined because 
they play an instrument but who never intended making it their pro- 
fession. 








Precedent Avoided in Dismissal Of 
Marks’ Suit vs. Cosmo's Harry Bank 


Theory that where chief stock- 000,000 and assets of about $150,000. 





holders or officers dominate a com- | Court reserved decision on an- 
|other. infringement action brought 


pany they should be held liable for | by Marks against Seva Foullon, 
any wrong the corporation may | United Masters, Inc. and Band Re- 
commit failed last week. in New |cordings, etc. Here again publisher 
York federal court. Publisher E. B. | claimed that Foullon was respon- 
Marks had brought the _ action | sible for unpaid royalties of its song, 
against Harry W. Bank, founder and | “Mal&guena.” 

ex-president of Cosmo Records. Fol- 
lowing a two-day trial, Federal 
Judge Henry W. Goddard dismissed 
the plaintiff's suit ruling that al- 
though Bank was head of the firm 
he was only acting for others. 

In filing the action against Bank 
last May, Marks sought to recover 
royalties due on its song, “Too Many 
Irons in the Fire.” Suit represented 





Local 47 ’s Grocery 
Will Help Members 
Fight Inflated Prices 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Local 47 of American Federation 


Palladium Offered As 
Off-Nite Radio Studio 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Maury Cohen, operator of the Pal- 
ladium ballroom, is angling with 
radio networks here to hire out the 
hall for daytime, audience-partici- 
pation airers. 


Monday nights for the first time 


since the doors were swung back, is 
also open for a bid on the off night. 


AFM Gets Disk 


Compromise Plan 


Plan whereby American Federa- 
| tion of Musicians members may re- 
| tain their recording royalties in full 








compliance with the Taft - Hartley 
law was submitted last week in a 
letter to AFM prexy James C 


Petrillo by New York theatrical at- 
torney Harold M. Goldblatt. If ap- 
proved by the musicians’ chief and 
|his legal counsel, the scheme may 
| well provide the key which will 
/unlock the “perpetual” recording 
|ban scheduled to become effective 
| Jan. 1, 

| As devised by Goldblatt, the plan 
calls for a royalty (amount to be de- 
| termined) to be incorporated in the 





} usual contract which every musician | 


'receives from disk companies... In- 
asmuch as it’s quite obvious it would 
| be impossible for each individual 
|musician to check his accrued 
| royalties he would assign his rights 
to a collection agency to be or- 
ganized by the AFM. 

Acting purely as the agent of the 


be set up similarly to the structure 
of the American Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers. Under 
Goldblatt’s plan, “payments which 


Terpalace, which is shuttered on | 


musician, the collection body would | melody. 


By ERNEST BORNEMAN 
Paris, Dec. 8. 


Early winter in Paris has been 
/marked by an eruption of hot music. 
Rex Stewart was here with a six- 
piece combo playing to a sellout 
house at the Salle Pleyel (Dec. 5) 
land taking most of the audience 
|}away from France’s own Aime Ba- 
relli who failed to fill the same 
| house two days later on a cold grey 
} 








|Paris Sunday (Dec. 7). 
;claimed that the close proximity of 
the two dates was no accident, but 
had something to-do with that all- 
familiar fsud between the two 
jazz poo-bahs of the Latin world, 
Hugues Panassie and Charles Delau- 
nay, who split the Hot Club de 
France, world’s oldest jazz club, be- 
tween them after a disastrous Gen- 
eral Assembly on Oct. 2. Real cause 
of the split, despite all ideological 


Feist Puts Squeeze 
| On Ayer Agency In 
| Santa Claus’ Use 


Feist Music is currently in a tussle 
with the N. W. Ayer advertising 
jagency in New York out of which 

may come-a suit for infringement 

against the agency on Feist’s “Santa 
Claus Is Coming to Town” copyright. 

It seems that several months back, 
| Ayer had an idea of building a spot- 


too 





j}announcement jingle campaign for 
Kaiser-Frazier cars around the 


Harry Link, Feist general 
| manager, was asked how much coin 
'he wanted for its use. He quoted 
| $5,000. It was rejected. 

Later, Link heard a Kaiser-Frazier 


Insiders | 


a new approach by a publisher to 
gain payment-of royalties due for use 
of its copyrighted tunes. Suit was 





| of Musicians means to help its mem- 
| bership combat one segment of price 
inflation by opening a grocery store 


have up to the present time been! spot transcription on the air based 
made by recording companies to the| on the “Santa Claus” melody. In- 
AFM, will continue to be made in! vestigation proved, he claims, that 





in the nature of a test and had in its downtown offices. It will 
Judge Goddard found for“the plain- 
tiff, a jrecedent would have been |clusion of fresh vegetables. 

set. Adjudged bankrupt, Cosmo Store will buy an dsell at whole- 
originally filed its petition last June | sale prices to its members musicians 
27 listing liabilities in excess of $1,- | only. 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience : 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience 
Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over Radio 
Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. 

eatman. Director. 

Survey Week of December 12-18, 1947 





er MD sade kG ovens det caslede ee ea rereere heer Bourne 
PIE, SR de dwiwe. betvee ‘ Meeks toe <eeaes Shapiro-B 
i a ey SE ts dinate’ a Pe ee ..... Jefferson 
Best Things Are Free—i“Good News”... . Crawford 
Civilization Se rR ee oe eiathp Sour .. -Morris 
Gentleman Is a Dope—*“ Allegro”. ................. ... Williamson 
Golden Earrings—t“Golden Earrings” ........ ....+.-Paramount 
NE MINIs oS oe, igen wt wiev vista ove tis dw wd Lombardo 
Home Is Where the Heart Is............. .. .... .....- Advanced . 
ie Re ery Se bhesahgbedes sees ees Supreme 
I Stil Get Jealous—*“High Button Shoes”....... ..e.. Morris 

I Wish I Didn’t Love You So—?‘Perils Pauline”...... Paramount 
Ill Dance At Your Wedding............... eee. 
Made For Each Other......... Site Miah wie das ao 8 OY ... Southern 
Mary Lou ......... See ene hve d Sc eOrigs ab kaade Seer 
a I EE SRS ES are eI eN ...-e.-- Supreme 
Papa You Dance With Me—*“High Button Shoes”... .Morris 
Pass the Peace Pipe—?+"“Good News”........ ..... ... Crawford 
Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town.............-.5:: .... Feist 
UE EE GEE. co. cccdcccrceceacc-ceeepe .... Melrose 
So Far—*“Allegro” ......... Aovhhadchtsevedes ..+.. Williamson 
Stanley Steamer ........... ee ee eyes 
The Stars Will Remember ...................-e0005 .. Harms 
MINE nn tc beahasb sco oe ce cfs Taek a OX sso Skee .. Santly-Joy 
What Are You Doing New Year's Eve..... balers ty Famous 
SSE EE pes (ee anne rer Berlin 
Why Does It Have to Rain On Sunday.............. .. Johnstone 
Soe Cre Over Vou. 6. ons ccc cscccs seecccecs Feist 
Winter Wonderland .................. a See BVC 

With a Hey and a Hi and a Ho Ho Ho............. ... Bourne 
You Do—t“Mother Wore Tights” ...............- iss eevee 





The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 
G. Peatman, Director 


A Fellow Needs a Girl—*“Allegro”...........++-6++++ Williamson 


Christmas Dreaming ........ ...... re eee 

The Christmas Song ......... Ce a ee oe ere ..... Burke-VH 
Don’t You Love Me Anymore...........--++085 bs sate Oxford 
Veudin’ And Fightin’ .............ccc0e08 ...es.. Chappell 
Forgiving You ........... ceed > RR Res Mellin 
Hevy Lucky You Are....... POS ot ee Maurice 

I Never Loved Anyone .........-.. ny rey oo-eees Dreyer 
I'm A Comin’ A Courtin’ Corabelle.............00005- Dreyer 
I'm My Own Grandpaw ...... spar gay ..... General 
SE TN oe, sca ve vaccie ses ceccesss Remick 
Little Old Mill ............. * Sop COP SEE _.Shapiro-B_ 
Se en... sthidtensoeee’s a ee eee Advanced 
Pes 700 sae aaa Pile coksienn bacen ss .0bc eee 
My, How Time Goes By . ....... Kéeabsiens .eeeeees+ Chappell 
They’re Mine, They’re Mine, They're Mine........ .... Sinatra 
Too Vat Police «5.5.0.6 0500s. a0vce  einmdikih- cose Shapiro-B 
Treasure Of Sierma Madre .....c+.eseee-ee-ee-eeeeees REMICK 
Rn ear Te vee e+-+Miller 

i gat Agate jews 
_ 


tFilmusical. *Legit Musical. 





exactly the sar§¥ manner” to the 





| the plan provides that all AFM mem- 
‘bers join the new organization. 
| Melon would be split principally 
|for relief or in whatever way it 
‘might be decided. For equitable dis- 
tribution of the sums _ collected, 
Goldblatt suggested that the ASCAP 
classification method be used as a 
basis plus the “member’s financial 
need and such additional factors as 
you might decide upon.” 
Particular advantage of the plan, 
Goldblatt emphasized, is that, “be- 
ing modeled upon the ASCAP type 
of operation,” it is likely to stand 
up in the court, for ASCAP’s sys- 
tem has been upheld upon many 
occasions. ‘ 





Stevens Gives Up 


Deactivated Stevens Music, a 
Broadcast Music, Inc., affiliate, has 
further disposed of its properties. 
Bobby Mellin, also a BMI affitiate, 
has taken over from Stevens the 
rights to dance arrangements of 
Fritz Kreisler tunes recorded by 
Charlie Spivak for an RCA-Victor 
album. Kreisler originally had 
granted the dance arrangement 
rights to Stevens. 

Tunes involved are “Caprice Vien- 
nois,’ “Liebesfreud,” “Tambourin 
Chinois,” “Schon Rosmarin,” 


.|“Liebeslied,” “La Gitana” and “Old 


Refrain.” 

Prior to the deal 
Stevens had turned the copyright 
to “There Must Be a Way,” a hit 
tune of two years ago, over to Tom- 
my Valando’s new Laurel Music. 





Guy Lombardo installing a 1,300 
horsepower engine in his racing 
boat prior to 
Florida regatta late next March. 





Dr. John G. Peatman 


presents his 
Annucl Survey of 


Song Hits With the 
Largest Radio 
Audiences 
in 
VARIETY 3 
forthcoming 
42d Anniversary Number 


Out Soon 

















Kreisler Tunes to Mellin 


with Mellin, | 


ithe tune had been changed slightly 


handle all staple goods with the ex- | AFM affiliate. Chief requirement of | on the theory that a substitution of 


notes would make payment for its 
|use unnecessary. Link has turned the 
| case over to Metro attorney:. Film 
| company owns Feist, along with 
| Robbins and Miller music firms. 





Progress 
Chicago, Dec. 23. 

Canned music has finally struck at 
one of the last outposts of the live 
musician. In the railroad depots 
here, instead of the usuade trumpets 
and accordions, Salvation Army 
lads and lassies are using turntables 
and public address systems to lure 
Xmas pennies, 

According to contributors, 
miss the live off-notes. 


Bands at 


they 








*De Marcos at Waldorf, 


Le Jazz Hot Addicts Make for A 
Tres Chaud Bebop Season in Paris 


flimfilam surrounding it, was not the 
old N. O. vs. Bop battle but the hard 
cash and prestige involved in (a) 
control of the disk label Swing, ‘b) 
exploitation of the name and title 
to the Hot Club de France, and (c) 
control and exploitation of the mag- 
azine Jazz Hot. Combined annual 
take of the three is said to run well 
into six figures. 

After all the name-calling at the 
General Assembly had died away, 
the battlefield showed Panassie tri- 
umphant as president and Delaunay 
cown and out as secretary-general, 
Latter, however, picked himself up 





land walked away with two other 
jrepresentatives of regional clubs 
| (Versailles and Angers) to form a 
| new Federation of French Hot 


Clubs, based on the HQ of the Hot 
Club de Paris. New org, which con- 
trols Swing disks, Jazz Hot mag and 
Hot Club building at 14 rue Chaptal, 
Montmartre, has moved into battle 
against the older club with a drum- 
fire of three to four concerts a 
month starting on Oct. 5 with a date 
featuring Philippe Brun and 
tinuing with two soirees dansantes 
per month; with a jam session on 
|Nov. 9 featuring Claude Luter’s 
| Dixieland outfit from the Club Lo- 
jrient, Francois Charpin’s Trio, Jack 
| Dieval's piano and a pickup 

other jam sessions at 
the Ecole Normale de Musique; and 
with the first postwar concert of the 
reunited Hot Club Quintet (Django 
| Reinhardt, Stephane Grappelly, etc.) 
on Nov. 16 at the Salle Pleyel—all 
of them under the label of the Hot 
Club de Paris. 

The old. Hot Club de France, 
| meanwhile, under Panassie’s leader- 
ship, decided to run amateur con- 
tests and bring in American musi- 
cians rather than going into com- 
petitive promotion on a big scale— 
—for the time being. Rex Stewart's 
concert at the Salle Pleyel therefore 
was followed by two one-nighters 
iat Barclay’s Club that really had the 
joint jumping and a recording date 
for Blue Star, new label to which 
Panassie lent his support after with- 
drawing from Swing. H. de F.’s next 
date is the 11th Amateur Tourna- 
mént on Jan. 15 at the Palais d’Or- 
say, while H. de P.’s next dates are 
a jam session «.t the Ecole Normale 
de Musique on Dec. 14, a jam ses- 
sion dance at the Salle des Centraux 
on Dec. 19, and a rival version of the 
lith Amateur Tournament at the 
Coliseum on Dee. 20. 

What with hot mwsic and factional 
friction, Paris jazzmen are going to 
face a warm winter regardless of 
power failures, strikes and coal 
shortages. 


cone 





bebop 


group; with 








H otel B.0O.'s 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hote) Played Week On Date 
Nat Brandwynne*.Waldorf (400; $2) .... .. .seeereee Il 2,150 26,700 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (506) $1-$1.50)........ 5 1,425 8,150 
Sammy Kaye.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)..... .. 8 1,500 13,050 
Johnny Pineapple.Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ....... + 88 575 53,900 
‘Guy Lombardo. .. .Roosevelt (400; $1-$1:50).......... ..10 2,050 24,350 
| Stan Kenton...... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 4 1,300 6,475 








Jose Melis (College Inn, Sherman, 


Chicago 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 
700: $2-$3.50). Nellie Lutcher nitery 


bow in Chi brought okay 4,600 covers, despite usual holiday week jinx. 


Ray 


Morten (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 


Myrus and Jane Dulo billed. Snappy 1,900. 
George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach, 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
| New variety show in with Olsen Friday (19). Fair weather allowed crisp 


| 


| Orrin Tucker (Boulevard Room, 
' Quiet week; 2,800. 


Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover), 


Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 650; $2.50 min.-$1 cover). 


tielpating- | | Final week, Phil Regan opening Friday (26). Satisfactory 3,000. 
participatin n ai 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin 
| Xmas—wan 1,600 tabs. 
| Jan Garber (Biltmore; 
| covers. 


(Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). 


900; $1-$1.50). 


"Twas the week before 


Seasonal slump, bleak 


1,400 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


‘Chicaao) 


| Mary Gould (Chez Paree; 550; $3.50 min.). 


Kitty Kallen and Betty 


| Bruce joined Martin & Lewis Wednesday (17). Smart 5,700. 


Eddy Howard (Trianon; $1-$1.15 


Lenny Kent top billed. Slow 2,700. 
Lawrence Welk (Aragon; $1-$1.25 





adm.). Switched with Larry Welk 


| for 10-day session at south side palace. Hefty 17,500. 
Phil Levant (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). 
Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; 


Moderate 1,800. 
$2.50 min.). June Richmond added. 


adm.). Transfer to north side ball- 


room proved profitable. Potent 17,300. 





Los Angeles 
Elfiet Lawrence (Palladium, B, Hollywood 5th wk.). 
poor 5,700 admishes. Tex Beneke opened jast night (Tues.) for six frames. 


Windup stanza 
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Ansley Hotel, Atlanta, 
Forced to Drop Top 
Bands by Politicians 


Ansley hotel, Atlanta, is tempor- 
arily dropping the name band Policy 
it instituted several months ago and 
has cancelled a string of bands due 
to open as of Feb. 4. Change of 
policy and the cancellations were 
originally said to have been due to 
poor business, but subsequently de. 
termined as stemming from a poli- 
tical situation. 


Georgia’s liquor laws do not allow 
serving individual drinks.’ Atlanta’s 
spots, however, Rave been ignoring 
that portion of the state rules ‘and 
the Ansley as a result has been able 
to afford high-priced bands. In the 


offing, however, is an election that 
| apparently can be upset one way or 
the other by the city’s infractions 


of the drinking regulations, and a 
crackdown resulted, And the Ansley, 
unable to pay comparatively high 
band prices, is dropping down to 
$1,000 and $1,200 per combos. 

Final name into the spot will be 
Charlie Spivak, who opens Jan, 21 
for two weeks. Shep Fields was to 
have followed Feb. 4 in place of 
Jimmy Dorsey, who disbanded -be- 
cause of illness. Frankie Carle was 
to have opened in March. 


On the Upbeat 
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e S 
To Bartenders After 
+ od 
Few Hundred Spins : 
Hit songs such as the pp eon VARIETY 0 
“Near You” are often lifted from | , ; g 
coin machines before their public Survey of retail sheet music 8 E 
popularity fully expires because of | sales, based on reports obtained g| a]. ; 
pressure brought to bear upon mu- from leading stores in 10 cities, eo g 8 % 
sic-box distributors from bartend- | and showing comparative sales %, | 3 | 0 z ‘ ‘ 
ers, waitresses, etc., who are driven | rating for this and last week. L E 5 é ee Giger eS 
slightly batty by listening repeated- g 5 | E e13 eg ge 
ly to the same tune. 5 r zu 5 g i a 6 : 
A hit such as “Near You” will be . E oo * FE: = s | & o é “ 
played in a busy coinmachine lo- ° z ¢ 2 ~ je. o a | 8 . £ 
cation as often as 250 to 300 times a Week Ending S £ K ’ $ > sig . . . 
week, and operators say that the National at ‘c 2 = > M7 ik - & 0 
hammering of the same melody has Rating Dec 20th ve é) we 7 : 8 A g ra. 
such an effect on those who are . te = 3 b-| E = E é 8 s 
forced to hear it that it rarely gets ; £ 5 z bs = = & $ N 
full value from its popularity. This Last | © a ° } S fis gisi\t 
a , wk. wk. Title Publisher Oo; & i me) 77) m = |e s 
In many cases, it’s the owner of <a CRE Pew nee eae ee SORE SRE 
a spot who demands that a record 1 2 “Ballerina” seteeeeees .---- Jefferson. a 3 6 5 Se.. 1 cae 5 _2 2 5. 75 
be removed from a machine, re- 2 i lot Waa” -.....2 loc tee: Supreme... 6 5 3 i Ep oe 58 
ardiess of the tact that. his patrons || 54 Mew Beon”......-..-,-.-. supreme... 0 2 20 Tae 
mig want it an | x —_—_— ° aa 
might find his cut of the machine's 4A 5 Civilization” ..... sonore: Morris bars oe 4 1 re 2 a. x3 9 8 4 52 
profits higher if the disk were al- 4B 6 “And Mimi”........ ceeees Shapiro-B.. 7 4 4 3 ee 3 6 6 9 52 
lowed to remain. 5 9 “Serenade to the Bells”... .Morris...... 2 2S St ae Tt Se Ts 
6 10 “White Christmas”........ Berlin...... Sie AS Ee SS Wy yee 
. | 7 3 “You Do” BVC {Rs py ONIONS 7 3 3 32 
sessceeeseeeeereeBVC.....e-- } Ss 
Ellington to Be Lunched 8A 13 “Too Fat Polka”...... tees Shapiro-B.. 1 10 oa rT ° ‘ 1 26 
stheri | 8B 7  “Whiffenpoof Song”........Miller...... ie ke Te ee > 36 
ration vof_Song”. | 26 || 
In Liberian Celeb a a 9 14 “Golden Earrings”......... Paramount. 9 9 8 . 4 as a ° 20 
Dube Pinas. 8 a ee af i 10 15 “Here Comes Santa”......Bourne..... a ° ‘ Ja > 1 5 = Sa 
day (26) asterncom . e eet il 16 “Pll Dance at Wedding” . . .Simon Tee 10 rd 4 10 6 14 
Plaza hotel, New Yor P y e Log 12 18 “Santa Claus Is Coming” . Feist Epa ds Ot 4 8 10 
tional Committee for the Celebration k 
of the 100th Liberian Anniversary. | E 
| 
Aitis isto be a tesimoniel ioneneon| BULLET EXPANDING Swedish Pub Sues US. 
to the maestro prior to the first of a Disk Revs. 
hs twomignt concerts ot Comesie| ROSTER OF TALENT) Firm on Infringement : 


Hall, N. Y., the first of which oc- 
curs this Friday evening. Jim Bullet, head of Bullet Records, 
The leader has composed, under! which came into national attention 
commission by the African republic,|via its recording of Francis Craig’s 
a “Liberian Suite” marking the 100th | «near You,” is expanding his talent 
anni. It’s to be debuted at the con-| : ‘ 
cert, along with three new works | 'oster in an attempt to consolidate 
written by youthful composers who|the gains made his label with the 


studied at Juilliard School of Music, |one hit. He has signed orchs of Bob | ~ , ' 
N. Y., via scholarships provided by | Crosby, Les Elgart and Seger Ellis, | by mechanically recording the num- | 


Ellington himself. among others, and is recording each | >€rs without consent. 


far in advance against the possibility | Action seeks an injunction, dam- | 
Chi Midnight Vaude 


of the recording ban being extended. | ages and an accounting of profits. 
Chicago, Dec. 23. considerably larger distribution sys- 


|Complaint states that no authoriza- | 
| tion for recording the five songs for 
U. S. distribution were ever granted | 

Midnight concert hall varieties | tem. Few indie labels have gotten 
start in Chicago next Saturday (27), |into the sales outlets, such as large | aN 
Hal Antin, New York promoter, and |department and ghain stores, etc., | y 


Infringement suit. was brought in 
New York federal court last week 
by Carl Gehrmans Musikfortag 
against Edwen Jarl, operator of 
Scandinavian Music House in New 
York, Copyright owner of some five | 
Swedish tunes, plaintiff claims the | 


defendant misappropriated his songs | 








Meanwhile, on the strength of the 
Craig disk, Bullet has built up a 








anyone. 
, ‘that “Near You ot the Bullet; Spike Jones is turning his orches- 
Dave Garroway, local disk jockey, |1,10) into, and Pallet may use these | tra’s talents to hashing the children’s 


have banded together to present bi- Teer . classics. Jones cut two 
; : , albums, 
monthly shows. Garroway has pro- Loerie to take on the distribution of both ty Prank ‘Tashman-"How: the 


moted several jazz concerts. Circus Learned to Smile” and “Of- | 
First date in Orchestra Hall will ficer Gilhooley’s . Whistle.” 

- feature Florence Desmond, impres- Artie Valando has shifted as Hol- He’s also cutting another collec- 
' sionist; Billy Eckstine, crooner, plus |lywood rep of Santly-Joy to the | tion; “Murder of the Classics,” along 
Teddy Walters and Sidney Bechet |new Laurel music company, headed | with 20 single platters for RCA- 
orchs. by his brother Tommy. Victor. ; 


SACASAS 


‘and His Orchestra 
with the famous Sacasas Beat 


{other rival indie labels. 














Currently Appearing 


HAVANA MADRID, New York 


3rd Engagement 





Opening January 15th for 
the Winter Season 


SUNNY ISLE CASINO, MIAMI 
ane Return Engagement 





RCA 
VICTOR 
RECORDS 


Personal Management 
ROBERT DIAMENT 
1819 Broadway, New York 23 


Direction 
CONTINENTAL ARTISTS CORP. 
1650 Broudway, New Yerk 19 














| calistics to their lustiest levels. With- 


ithe recorder. 
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she’s inclined to go over-histrionic 
with the standard ballad. What 
other chirpers might interpret with 
some degree of heartbreak, Miss 
Haines treats with shrewish anger. 

Miguelito Valdes — “Negro,” Sib- 
oney” (Musicraft). Well balanced 
for his talents is this first grooving 
that Valdes, tops among exponents 
of Afro-Cuban rhythms, has made 
in several months. “Negro,” which 
he wrote, carries a _ hard-hitting 
jungle beat that nudges Valdes’ vo- 


Ernesto Lecuona’s “Siboney” Valdes 
turns richly melodic and the upshot 
is a crack exhibit for the jukes and 
counters. 


ALBUMS 


“Good News” (MGM). Most of 
the numbers in this package have 
already been recorded by probably 
far more competent vocalists than 
those highlighted in the ‘album’s 
billing but there’s no doubt. that. the 
thing will be a solid seller, as such- 
off the picture’s soundtrack articles 
usually are. Envelopes contain eight 
sides and combine June Allyson’s 
cutely nasal tones: and Peter -Law- 
ford’s juvenile frogginess with the 
stage-trained voices of Pat Marshall 
and Joan McCracken. 

Jane Russell—“Let’s Put Out the 
Lights” (Columbia). This should be 
a major seller. While, technically, 


all that can be said about the Rus-} 


| LOVE WITH ME 


sell voice is that it’s pleasant and | 
manages to carry a ‘melody’ ‘well, 
what makes the album is the pro- 
duction and packaging* applied by 
On top of thatthe 
album bespeaks smart: cashing’ in’ on 


the mountain of publicity Miss‘ Rus- | 


sell has collected’ via “The Outlaw.” 
In the album “Miss Russell’s s.a.' 
values and potentials are shrewdly 
expluited. Her chirping is kept low, 
throaty and insinuating, with even 
a male voice brought in on several 
occasions for a passage of dialog to 
underscore the bedroom implications 
of the lyric. Among the eight sides, 
besides the album title song, are 
“Two Sleepy People,” “Love for 
Sale,” Body and Soul,” “I Must 
Have That Man” and “Do Ii Again.” 
Lou Bring is the maestro. 

Besedes (Keynote). Dr. Victor 
King, network conductor and ar- 
ranger, has recorded’ hére for’ the 
first time in this country ‘in orches- 
tral form these famous Czech and 
Moravian folk dances. The six sides 
have the sort of tonal lilt and pace 
that make them good listing for pro- 
grams a little to the right of pop 
classification. The profits ‘from the 
sale of these albums goes to -Ameri- 
can Relief for Czechoslovakia: 

Mel Torme (Majestic). Tagged as 
“The Velvet Fog,” this collection of 
six sides represents the best -work 
that Torme has done on’ wax: ‘Much 
skill and taste has been applied ‘to 
their production; - The counterreac- 
tion should be exceptionally good: 


Roster consists of “Can’t- Give- You }} 


Anything But Love,” “Three Little 
Words,” “I'll Always Be in Love 
With You,” “Love, You Funny 
Thing,” “The Day You Came Along” 


New York 

Leeds Music is optimistic; it had 
made up by Decca a batch of viny- 
lite pressings of Bing Crosby’s ver- 
sion of their “Now Is the Hour,” buf 
duplicating the tune on both sides, 
figuring disk jocks might wear out 
one ... Frankie Laine drew a gold 
disking of his “That’s My Desire” 
from Mercury, marking the 1,000,- 
000th pressing of the tune... Al 
Piantadosi and Frank Sabas have 
set up their own publishing firm in 
Hollywood titled Television Songs 
... Don Casanave shifted from vocal 
spot with Buddy Morrow to Vic 
Lombardo . .. Carl Brutz to assist- 
ant production superintendent at Co- 
lumbia Record’s Bridgeport plant 
. Stuart Foster no longer with 


|Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra. 


Hollywood 

Ray Andrade at Rainbow Ren- 
dezvous for three weeks, thence to 
Kenmore hotel, Albany, for Jan. 3 
opening....Johnny Moore’s Three 
Blazers set for. Christmas opening 
at Savoy Ballrogm,. Chicago. Stint 
holds for four. days....Hal Derwin 


(Continued: on: page 43) 








‘JACK MILLS 
- SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 


| CANT BELIEVE 
THAT YOU'RE IN 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 











TRULY A STANDARD! 


TRUE 


By WALTER G. SAMUELS 
and LEONARD WHITCUP 


SANTLY-JOY, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 











an’ “Fine and Dandy.” 


Merry Xmas 
-MANIE SACKS 


From a Friend 
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..- All Big Hits! 


THE GREAT BALLAD OF THE YEAR 


AND MIM 


By JIMMY KENNEDY and NAT SIMON 





THE POPULAR DAFFY NUMBER OF THIS GENERATION 


TOO FAT POLK. 


(She’s Too Fat For Me) 


By ROSS MacLEAN and ARTHUR RICHARDSON 





ee 


OUR 1948 NUMBER ONE SONG 
A REAL BALLAD 


1 AN OLD SOMBRERO 


y LEW BROWN and RAY HENDERSON 


RO BERNSTEIN & Co. INC 


MUSIC PUBLISHERS 


sHAPh 


e] 40) 4) a Lee . RICHARD M. VOLTTER 
Gen. Mar Vice-Pres 


1270 Sixth Ave., RKO Building, New York 
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Feist Loses 2d 





Appeal of ‘Rum 
Verdict in N. Y. 


Contention of calypso singer “Lord 


(Rupert Grant) and his 
Mohamed H. Khan, 


Invader” 
assignee, 
“Rum and Coca-Cola” 


ment of their original tune published 
in Trinidad in 1943, was. upheld 
Monday (22) by the U. S. Circuit 


Court of Appeals in an unanimous | 
tribunal. | 


decision of a three-man 
Court agreed in every respect with 
a ruling handed down last Apri, by 
Federal Judge Mortimer H. Byers, 
who branded the Feist version a “de- 
liberate piracy.” 

Feist and “Rum’s” writers, comic 
Morey Amsterdam, singer Jeri Sul- 
livan and band leader Paul Baron, 
had appealed from the lower 
court’s decision which found for 
Grant and Khan. In filing their suit, 
the plaintiffs had asked an injunc- 
tion and an accounting of the profits. 
At the time Judge Byers, made his 
ruling, Khan’s attorney, 
Ellis, 
well run up to $500,000. 


” 


In affirming for Khan, the Circuit | 


Court pointed out that two stanzas 
ot the defendant’s song were identi- 
cal with those of the plaintiffs. While 
defendant Baron was credited solely 
with writing the music, he was held 


equaily liable with his collaborators | 
inasmuch as the words and music | 


were jointly copyrighted. However, 
the extent of his liability will have 
to be determined by an accounting. 

Written by Judge August N. Hand, 
with two circuit judges concurring, 
the decision was handed down in a 
nine-page opinion. Julian T. Abeles, 
representing the defendants, de- 
clared late Monday (22) that he in- 


tended to take the case to the U. S. | 


Supreme Court. 





Adventure Records waxed “Sing | 
a Song of Safety” album: with Ray | 
Canger’s band and The Bluebirds, a | 
teen-ager vocal quartet. 


} 


that | 
as published | 
by Feist is a clear-cut lyric infringe- | 


Emil K. | 
estimated the damages might | 





| 


Wednesday, December 24, 1947 





—T RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS 









































































































































FIRST SMASH 
HIT OF 1948!! 


WITH A HEY 
AND A Hi 


AND A 


g HO HO 10! 


BOURNE, INC. 


799 Seventh Ave. 
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Survey of retail disk best 2 aA 3 2 
sellers, based on reports ob- 3/219 3 ~ q 
tained from leading stores in mm S 3 fot = ° a T 
10 cities; and showing com- ” OR at = oe ee 0 >! oO 
parative sgles rating for this fe fe} = ra : F S 3 % i) 1 
and last week. a a |e | v a13 10 
elels e | & 3 E Pa os A 
sc i % ev 4 Y ~ ee o | w L 
a S wt, Q a” A, 79) ‘ € 
. SiS) L | > 1 y ie 
Nation Week Ending elélel di Flea} dl? lal s 
as 5 ae ° aa — | = 
Rating 20 4 we | @ = 4 | 9 | " Oo 
$ Si ala| ™ ° © 3 = N 
This Last sigialelei€bBl{[slaei= {13 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Sl/al4e|/ Si slalslisetai si s 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) ae _ <=. = oa 
l 1 “Ballerina” 1 3 l l l 1 1 2 2 96 
“ARTHUR GODFREY (Columbia) e | es 
2 3 “Too Fat Polka” ; 2 3 6 9 5 8 1 7 4T 
™ PEGGY LEE (Capitol) ’ 
3 6 “Golden Earrings”....... ee 3 2 5 8 2 5 41 
‘FRANCES CRAIG Bullet) kf 
4 2 “Rear ween. 3... vias rey eee eee 6 7 2 6 4 33 
JO STAFFORD (Capitol) ‘ a 
5 7 “Serenade to the Bells”....... ~~ 6 7 6 7 10 3 27 
£3 BING CROSBY (Decca) : 
6 i CUPPIOMDOOL BORG wo nice cécke tot Verde 8 5 8 10 1 23 
er BING C maser (Decéa) 
7A 9 Seat a Ete ig ie de ores Oabaramee Sta hg 5 3 9 16 
ae DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
7S 15 OE MONE oes os Vacliec cb ate den 9 6 9 4 16 
ate BING CROSBY (Decca) 
7 ie “White C hr ‘istmas” ane 3 3 16 
en “ANDREWS SIS.-D. KAYE. (Decca) 
8 5 “Civilization” Baers bse nk es sakes 5 4 9 15 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) 
) es “li Dance at Your Wedding”.......... 2 7 10 14 
BUDDY CLARK (Columbia) 
10A “Those Things Money Can’t Buy”........ 4 5 13 
LOUIS PRIMA (Victor) > 
10B 19 PTE o; eo De . de wiceahe ees 8 2 10 13 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) 
11A 20 “Pass That Peace Pipe’’................. 8 2 12 
SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
11B.SsOi18 “Serenade to the Bells”.......: 7 3 12 
MARGARET WHITING Capitol : 
12A 13 rae DOr... ce... A vik. aw iis « eee ee 3 8 11 
* JACK OWENS (Tower)... 
12B 11 See SOM. ois... coin Uv eeeec nes 4 7 11 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
ES PEAY OO See ro ae 10 
FRANK “SIN NATRA “(Columbia ) 
13B “So “Gar” ) aoe ae 7 5 10 
JACK SMITH (Capitol) 
i316 “Civilization” Se cent Ree ie Le Nee EN et ee +. 8 10 
i 
FIVE TOP : RR Me NR BAe, 
“XMAS CAROLS” AL JOLSON “GOES TO TOWN” “TCHAIKOWSKY” , “BIX AND TRAM” 
ALBUMS Bing Crosby ~ Album No. 1 Dorothy Shay Eddie Duchin Bix Biederbeck 
Decca Columbia ~« Columbia Columbia 


Decca 








Larry Barnet. Due To 
Exit Hosp This Week 


Larry Barnet, head of Music Corp. 
of America’s band division. ran into 
a slight relapse last week just be- 
fore he was scheduled to be dis- 
charged from Flower Hospital, N. Y., 
as fully recovered from pneumonia. 
As ‘a result, he’s still bedded. His 
wife has come on from their Holly- 
wood home to be with him. Again | 
on the road to recovery, Barnet is | 
due to be discharged from the hosp | 
this week. 


mediately and will take a rest of un- 
determined length. Meanwhile, 
Johnny Dugan, head of MCA’s the- 
atre department, adds the band de- | 
partment supervision to his own)! 
duties. 














————— 








SURPRISE HIT FOR THE NEW YEAR! 


After Its First Radio Performance, Last Saturday Night 
Everybody Is Raving About 


IN INDIANA 


(My Heart's Always Singing) 


Music by JEWEL MARKS and JOHN WINTERS : 
Lysic by PAT BALLARD (ASCAP) 


TO BE FEATURED BY SYLVAN LEVIN AND HIS 
WOR-MUTUAL ORCHESTRA — With Alan Holt 
and Jane Ford—9:30-10:00 P.M., EST, ON WOR- 
MUTUAL—SATURDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 27th 


Published by 
PAT BALLARD MUSIC CORPORATION 








Barnet will head for the Coast im- | 


' employers, 





Argentine Tooters 
Also Run Into Free 


Buenos Aires, Deé. 13. 

Sociedad de Locutores Argentinos, 
_Argentina’s. union for radio an- 
| nouncers, had to postpone the bene- 
fit dance it*had organized for today, 
due to a last minute stymie by the | 
musicians’ union (Sindicato Argen- 
‘tino de Musicos), which demanded 
40% of the gross receipts, or 
| music. 





In former years the leading name 
bands gave their services free at 
| the announcers’ ball, and the lat- 
| ter in turn supported the musicians 
| in their last year’s strike against the 
| radio outlets. This year, however, 
| the musicians found that bookings 
by patrons for the customary week- 
|end dances at road-houses, social and 
sporting clubs, were unusually low 
_ because the city’s hoofers were all 
‘bent on attending the announcers’ 
"pall, attracted by the big names 
billed for the event. This meant that 
the lesser bands would be consid- 


erably out of pocket for the week- | month for extensive waxing prior | 


end. Union decided to cash in on 
| the announcers’ popuiarity. But in- 
| stead the announcers cancelled the 
hop. ; 

union, 


| Musicians’ incidentally, is 


still waiting for a decision by the | 


|} Labor Secretariat on whether band- 
| leaders are employers of their indi- 
vidual units, or whether the employ- 
| ing networks and radio outlets are to 
|carry the cost of percentages for 
| pension funds, annual bonuses and 
| other social privileges granted work- 
| ers by the Peron government. A 
| whole year has passed since the 
| musicians pulled their strike against 
| the radio outlets, but the Labor Sec- 
| retariat has never made a degsion 
on this knotty question. 


The union has persuaded the La- 
| bor Secretariat to give a decision in 


ences for hand members. Prospective 
according to the new 


Performance Difficulties 


no } 


its favor on the question of refer- | 


88er Shefter Ankles UA 
To Form Own Diskery 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Bert Shefter, pianist signed with 
| United Artist disk label, severed rela- 
| tions with the firm after a squabble 
| over release dates and publicity hand- 
j ling on two albums by him. 

One album, “American Carica- 
tures,” features a full symphony or- 
chestra conducted by Shefter while 
ithe other is four sides of piano solo. 


| 
| 


| Shefter will carry the albums with 
|him and release them under new Al- 
|legro .Records label, which he is 
forming for that purpose. 

Barry Wood is cutting sides backed 
by Shefter orchestra which will also 
be released by Allegro. 





Coast Label Inks Talent 
For Rush Wax Sessions 


Hollywood,’ Dec. 23. 
Coast Records, indie company 
headed by Bill Abel, has busily 
lined up new talent within the past 





| to the Dec. 31 ban deadline. 


and Raphael Mendez. Trumpeter 


Signature Disks 
Reorgs; May Get 
Coin Transfusion 


Signature Records apparently js 
working its way out of the financial 
difficulties which during the past 
few weeks came close to spelling 
finis for the indie set 


up. Label’s 


| management setup last week tossed 
| the company’s affairs behind a legal 


barrigr to 


| And, 


prevent creditors 
dealing a death blow 
tition was filed under Chapter II of 
the Chandler (reorganization) act. 
in the event the creditors ac. 
cept the reorganization plan Signa- 
ture ,will be clear to secure over 
$100,000 in fresh coin. 

Signature’s 
creditors’ 
week, as 


from 
when a pe- 


execs conducted a 
meeting in New York last 
indicated they would by 


| Variety two weeks. ago. At this 
meeting prez Bob Thiele could not 
prevail upon all of the company’s 
| debtors to go along with reorganiza- 
|tional plans. Hence the legal plan, 
| which forces them to give the new 


plan a chance. There are two more 


|creditor’s meets this. Week. 


Meanwhile, Signature has gone 
ahead establishing its own distribu- 
tion points to replace those elim- 
inated by the end of the label’s deal 
with. General Electric. ~Company 
claims to have its plant equipment 
in better shape, which will allow for 
savings in pressing costs. 


_New Disk Mystery: Who’s 
Heidt’ s ‘Masked Spooner’? 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 


Columbia Records is recording 


| Horace Heidt assisted vocally by the 


“Masked Spooner, 


| 


” 


the coupling de- 
| signed as another mystery waxing. 
“Spooner” sings under that monicker 
on KHJ and Don Lee Mutual net- 
work here and has not been publicly 


| identified. 


| 


Mystery record angle follows Jo 


| Stafford’s dishing with Red Ingle of 
|*Temptation.” 





Latest talent inked by Abel are 
Helen O'Connell, former Jimmy Dor- | 
sey vocalist who married and retired, | 


Mendez will cut Sarasate’s “Zeguiner- | 
weisen” and Mendelsohn’s “E Minor | 


| Concerto for Violin” next week. 
Miss O'Connell will work with 
Jimmy Zito’s orchestra. 

Within the past month, Mark 


Warnow, Isham Jones, Dorothy La- 
mour and Zito have joined the label. 





ruling, are to approach the union 
for references and recommendations 
as to musicians._to be taken into 
their employ, but they may not ap- 
proach radio outlets or other former 
employers of the tooter to determine 
how good or bad a musician is; union 
alone is to be allowed to decide that 
point. 


























- WE'RE 
LOOKING FOR 


GAL 
MUSICIANS 


(with USO Experience) 














We Need These in Particular 


1 
1 
1 
1 


STRINGS: We've a complete string 
section to fill. . . can use up to o 
dozen violins, violas, cellos. 


top flight VIOLINIST, popular 


music experience desirable. 








Grade A PIANIST, 


orchestra experience helpful. 


versatile, 








Good GUITAR, orchestra ex- 


perience_a must. 


Good VIBRAPHONE, hope she 
can double on another instru- 
ment. 


BRASS: Room for a few very good 
trumpets and trombones. 


WOODWINDS: We'll find six or 
more good woods, all of them 
doubling. 


Any or all must be free to travel 
with all-gal orchestra. All ex- 
penses paid, salary open for discus- 
sion. Write to Mr. Schamber, Geo. 
A. Hormel & Co., Austin, Minn., 
| diving experience, photo, etc. 








If you know a gal musician who 
might be interested, clip this ad for 








her, please. 
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Best British Sheet Sellers 


London, Dee. 12, 





(Week Ending Dee. 11) 


Apple Blossom Wedding ..........06.00.00....00... Connelly 


Now is the Hour ....... OOSbb Ogres reercvecrccade ... K. Prowse 
ETO 6 ic kb 6 vena ses eases oo Re bt eee ae Oe ... Ricordi 
I'll Make Up For Everything .................., ... Maurice 
oy Re AR Saar gir Bi A Se em Dash 
Bow Bells ..... ih Pe Me C0$ OSLO T AS Rew eaen Te .-. Kassner 
a Sy ee er .. Dash 
SRE RUUD: CEN Ei od Wibn acok's ose seschsca ... Ascherberg 
How Are Things in Glocca Morra........... .. see. Chappell 
Danger Ahead ........... ‘te oy A ae ee Yale 

My S73 Sutin Ried 5 vl phe 6 146d Sco 0-0 ¥'einle 6 a ldman 
iaetlon 10 £70 FUR 6 ons ccc cc ccccnces . Connell# 


Darby and Joan ....... Box & Cox 
ee Oe BEM 24.0 ace F. D. & H. 
Petre BOGS aickkscces , Southern 
BA Bimal . «0 ssn sre. 20° . Connelly 
Christmas Dreaming ..............., eee ee 

See WES © PTE. 2.6.6 60d c ou cicias ceee ee ee ee Berlin 
Violetta ...... Pa wes hws 0 ooo ten 6 4 en Sie Rbk eS Oks & ees ae 
EE os ahs gov sac t'bo.5 tbe eRe: Kale eae é .. Connelly 
I 5 0 ho 055 6 0ip 3. 0'.0-0e Habs se niew Feldman 
Donegal ...... Suvb seam 6 0 ta. at ae uel, .- oie ae 
re (Oe WERININURO TUN, 0, oy oo ns Gils nk 6 Wiettelbete ee Berlin 
People Will Say .. Pipe ace 6h Cae g ah Ga Rs 6p abel Williamson 


SEF OS FEGF FF F464 94964444664 4444444444444444. 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Pat Ballard’s recently introduced “Song Writing Machine’ (WOR- 
Mutual 9:30 Saturdays) covers a 10-year development of original idea 
which Ballard got in a gagfest in the old Onyx club, N. Y. One of the 


group cracked, “Now if they get a’ machine to write songs,” 
Ballard into an impromptu description of the wonderful “machine” he 
was building in his cellar (strictly an ad lib pipe dream). Last year, when 
the songwriter was scratching for an idea with which to reenter radio, the 
fantastic “over the highball invention” came back to mind and. he en- 
gaged an industrial engineer to design the working parts of the patented 
gimmick. Machine was built in a pinball factory and cost a lot of over- 
time to get the bugs ironed out. Similar “let’s have another” chin session 
has resulted in Ballard forming a new singing group tagged “Ballard’s 
Balladiers.”’ This idea was hashed up in a hot-spot tour which took place 
the night Milt Herth first blew in from Chicago. However, the group last 
week cut several records and looks set. 


which sparked 


Les Sands, WWDC, Washington, D. C., disk jock, makes certain he col- 
lects financial aid promised by listeners for Children’s Hospital, a local 
healing spot. Sands broadcasts his appeals on his “Yawn Patrol” program, 
and when listeners phone him that they'd like to contribute, a taxicab 
picks up the coin and delivers it at the station. Sands has a deal with a 
local cab outfit equipped with two-way radio. When he gets a call he 
phones the cab-dispatcher, who calls a hack in the donor’s area to grab 
the coin before the latter changes his mind. Sands, in return, gives the 
cab company plenty of plugs. 





A mark of 76 masters cut at one sitting goes to Milton Charles, CBS 


organist. Charles fracked 76 tunes in Hollywood for transcription pur- 
poses, averaging four minutes a take. He spent over five hours at the 
keyboard. 








A “High Spot" 
for 


Upbeat 


Continued from page 40 


and Pee Wee Hunt pacted for 
Casino Gardens New Year's Eve.... 
Don Swan's combo, etching eight 
faces for Memo Records this week, 
signed for six frames at new Laird’s 
Supper Club, Long Beach, starting 
today (23), at $900 weekly for the 
crew....King Cole Trio tabbed for 
fortnight at Club Bengasi, Washing- 
ton, D. C., commencing April 2 at 


THE E 
flat $4,000 per... Skitch Henderson 


WwW HI F F J N P 0 0 F orchestra opens at Stevens’ hotel, 
Sp NG Chicago, New Year's Eve. 


(Baa! Baa! Baa!) Kansas City 


Billy Bishop orchestra now play- 
Words and Music by ing Muehlebach hotel after record- 
Minnigerede, Pomeroy and Gellowey 








OL ELL 








ing date in Chi for Universal label. 
...Don Roland orchestra stays in at 
President hotel until mid-January 
due to four-week extension. ..New 
Year's Eve dinners in the Terrace 
NORMAN FOLEY, Gen. Prof. Mg Grill will go for $7.50 per plate, with 


ne | Sherman Hayes orchestra as lure... 


Myra Taylor back at her stand at 
She's an Old Sweetheart , The Playhouse after completing 16 
with the New Look ® 


sides for Mercury...Band  one- 
MARY LOU 





MILLER MUSIC CORPORATION 


EW YORK 


Laer Gen. 





nighters in the surrounding area re- 
ported way off at b.o. 








Can't” agg pl Chicago 

n ve o | Harry Cool set for a two-week 

Anything But Love stint sat Prom Ballroom, St. Paul, 
R | Dec. 31 . Jack Olson orchestra 
ose Murphy (Majestic 1204) ito do annual Navy Ball at the} 


| Stevens hatel iast week in January | 
. Bob Eberly and Monica Lewis, | 

| will pair for four sides for Decca | 
| next week ... Fred Smale and Toni} 
| Rami here cutting for Chord} 
Records . . . King Cole Trio set for | 
the Club Tiajuana, Cleveland, Jan. | 
| 23, and also a week at the Oriental | 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 




















ATTENTION PERFORMERS | theatre .. . Grace Suber added to} 
I am limiting my writing to pare- band department at GAC... Regal 
dies only. Pop and standard tunes || theatre has Cab Calloway week of 
un . 
interested aya ey |! Jan. 23, Count Basie and Duke 


165 parodies. 


MANNY GORDON 


919 W. North Ave., Milwaukee 6, Wis. 


Ellington for two succeeding weeks 

., Charley Ventura exits the Blue 
| Note, Saturday (28), and into Rip-| 
| tide following day. 


} 
| 
' 











Shep Fields Signed 
To GAC Termer 


Shep Fields orchestra was signed 
to a term contract with General 
Artists Corp. last week, the first 
time that band has been with the 
agency. Fields’ new band, formed 
last summer after his former combo 
had been disbanded due to his op- 
eration of Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., is currently in New 
York recording for Musicraft and 
playing mostly private parties over 
the holidays prior to a Jan. 15 open- 
ing at the Adams theatre, Newark. 

Fields formerly had been with 
Music Corp. of America, first on one 
of that agency’s $1,000,000 commis- 
sion contracts, later on a straight 10- 
year deal. 











nn 


Tiny Hill Cooks Up A 
Well-Done Press Book 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 


Tiny Hill, midwest orchestra 
leader recording for Mercury label, 
last week sent out the first of 
1,000 albums of his own records to 
ballroom operators throughout the 
country. Album is unique in that 
besides three dance disks, it “con- 
tains an interview platter, complete 
list of disk jockeys in each area for 
tie-ins, mats for advertising and 
publicity, window display material 
and a pressbook. 

Mercury may use idea for other 
talent in modified and less expensive 
i form. 














CAVALLARO SIGNED 
FOR ASTOR ROOF, N.Y. 


Astor Roof, New York, which al- 
most didn’t open for the season last 


May due to the possible sale of 
the property, definitely 1esumes 
again next season. Bob Christen- 
berry, managing director of the hos- 
telry, last week signed Carmen 
Cavallaro to open the season May 17 
for eight weeks. 

Bands to follow Cavallaro have 





not been decided upon. One will 
|be bought for six weeks and an- 
}other for four. Sammy Kaye has 


| been an Astor standby for the past 
|several seasons. Whether he will 
‘go back next year is unknown. 





——g 
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State-Lake, Chi, to Get Vaude Shows 
When Chicago Theatre Switches to Pix 


Chicago, Dec. 23. 

The State-Lake theatre, Balaban & 
Katz house, switches to presentation 
shows Jan. 8 after six years of 
straight pictures. House replaces the 
Chicago theatre as the B&K vaude 
outlet in that town. Latter house -is 
abandoning live shows as an after- 
math of the Jackson Park case which 
forbids B&K first-runs from playing 
pix more than two weeks. 

It’s believed that the State-Lake 
will switch to second grade product 
with the advent of stageshows. 

It was felt that with the two-week 
limit on first runs, the 3,900-seat Chi- 
cago theatre would do better on a 
straight picture policy. B&K ’ execs 
think that under those circumstances 
it wasn’t feasible to invest in the 
extra expense of stageshows and 
then pull out the bill, thus depriving 
themselves of the extra profits that 
accrue with extended runs. 

With switch to the State-Lake, 
B&K execs hope that with presen- 
tation shows, they can hypo their 
lesser product, while the Chicago 
theatre, with top pictures can get 
maximum returns playing straight 
pictures. 

Lou Breese’s stage orchestra, 
which was given a four-week notice 
two weeks ago, will be switched to 
the State-Lake. Harry Levine, Par- 
amount booker, will continue to book 
the shows out of New York. The 
B&K circuit is a Paramount sub- 
sidiary. ‘ 
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CAPPELLA 
PATRICIA 


“PRETTIEST LEGS seen ona 
CHICAGO CAFE FLOOR in 
RECENT MONTHS BELONG 
to PATRICIA who, with 
CAPPELLA, THRILLS THE 
CHEZ PAREE CROWD. Take 
time to LOOK at HER FACE, 
tor. IT'S MIGHTY AT- 
TRACTIVE. Matter of fact, 
SHE'S ABOUT THE PRETTI- 
EST FEATURED DANCER 
SEEN HERE IN .MONTHS, 
TOO. OH, YES, THEY 
DANCE—AND VERY WELL, 
Too!" 
—By RAY HUNT, 
Chicago Tribune. 
CURRENTLY | 


SHOREHAM HOTEL 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Enken, Jr.’s, Disk-Jock 
Stint in Dad’s Fla. Boite 


Palm Beach, Dec. 23. 

Leon Enken, Jr., who operates 
Leon & Eddie’s, Palm Beach, in con- 
| junction with his father, has turned 
disk-jockey. He's piloting a 45- 
minute platter show originating from 
the cafe over WJNO, West Palm} 
Beach. Spot opened last week with | 
a band policy. Air show will stem | 
from the spot’s lounge. 

Leon Enken, former partnered 
with Eddie Davis in the operation 
of Leon & Eddie's, N. Y., is con- 
fining his activities to the Florida 
spa. Split with Davis came last 
season after an 18-year partnership. 


DALE BELMONT’S 106 CUT 
ONCE MORE—TO $4,000 


Dale Belmont, nitery singer, had | 
her $10,000 jury award sliced to 
$4,000 last week by N. Y. supreme 
court Justice J. Edward Lumbard in 


her breach of contract action against 
Lester Cowan. She was granted the | 
10G Dec. 5 following trial of the | 
suit. In setting aside the sum upon 
motion of the. defendant’s attorney, 
Louis Frohlich, the court held that | 
the warbler was entitled to $4,000 | 
for breach of the pact which called 
|for the singer to receive $1,000 
| weekly. 

However, the court added, there 
was no new evidence to prove the 
| plaintiff's contention that she had 
an oral agreement with Cowan 
| whereby the producer was to have | 
built her up as a nationally known 
‘film star. Court also ruled that if | 
| Miss Belmont did not accept the de- | 
/cision within 30 days, it would or- 
| der a third trial of the suit. Singer 
| claims Cowan promised her the role | 
|of Axis Sally in “Story of G. I. Joe.” 
| Case was originally tried in 1945 
| when the court awarded the chirper 
| $29,000. Decision was subsequently 
| reversed by the Court of Appeals | 
| which ordered a new trial, and a 


| 


|lower judgement rendered. 


Len Ross Convicted On 
Lewd Show Rap in Phi 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 


' Arnaldo Del Rossi, nitery comic 
‘known professionally as Len E. 














| 
| 


| 
' 











‘sions court Thursday (18) on charges 
|of giving a lewd and indecent ex- 
|hibition. He faces a year imprison- 











| ment and $500 fine, or both. 





COMEDY BARGAINS! 


Our selections ef PARODIES, SPE- 
CIAL SONGS, BITS, ETC., is one 
ef the largest in Showbis! 
* 1948 Catalog FREE! 

Exclasive material our specialty! 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 


a 





Charges were outgrowth of police 
| raid Nov. 15 on the Hi-Hat Club, in 
‘North Philly. Detectives testified 
|Ross used obscene gestures and ob- 
jectionab!e material. 


| Judge Vincent A. Carroll congrat- 
ulated the jury of eight women and 

















1735-K No. : : ' 
HOLLYWOOD og PR |four men on the verdict, declaring 
lit was “an important civic duty.” 
_ Seater aa npr mee enact mn rol 


BOOKING 
AGENCY 


@ENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILQING ANNEX, 
a WOO W. Ath $., HW. Y.€ » Byent 9.7880 


mee. 
AKA aids t YR ARAP Ree 





' Abbot Milton 


| skit. 


Ross, was convicted in Quarter Ses- | 





Solly Violinsky 


reminisces about 
“Laying Off Under 
Four Presidents”’ 


* * * 
@ humereces piece in the 
42nd Anniversary Number 


of 
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Out Soon 


Carnival of Comedians 
Marks 43d Friars Frolic, 
Affair Netting $10,000 


The Friars Frolic, 43d in the series, 
held at the Imperial theatre, N. Y., 
Sunday (21) night, was a sellout and 
one of the best in the series, both 
from financial take and show values. 











With $12 top scale and souvenir | 
program of 48 pages, with ads read- | 


ink like a “Who’s Who of Show Busi- 
ness.” affair grossed about $15,000 
and will probably net $10,000 after 
deduction of expenses. 
to the welfare fund of the club. 

As for the show, it was one of the 
best talent turnouts in years and ran 
about three hours. It moved fast, 
with the suctession of acts more 
sockeroo as each came on. Friar 
Berle emceed entire 
proceedings and was in fine fettle, 
pulling all stops to keep the gaiety 
rolling from curtain to curtain. He 
was assisted in lining up the show 
by Alan Corelli, with Johnny Pran- 
sky and Al Beckman handling the 
sage management. 

From outset it was a carnival of 
comedians and anyone’s guess as to 
who topped who. Willie Howard 
wowed ’em with his whacky waiter 
George Jessel presented a 
capsule edition of his Carnival, N. Y., 
routine while Smith and Dale also 
socked with their “Mendel, Inc.,” 
skit. Bobbie Pincus, Harvey Stone, 
Red Buttons and Phil Silvers also 
added to the merriment with their 
comedic talents. 

Lou W@&iters sent over his entire 
Latin Quarter show, whieh in addi- 
tion to Stone comprised Les Com- 
pagnons de Chanson, Kay Vernon, 
George Tapps and gal ensemble. 
| Nicky Blair, of the Carnival, N. Y., 
'sent over Luba Malina, songstress, 
l'and Elsa & Waldo, comedy dance 
‘team. For fancy terps there were 
| Jane and Adam DiGatino. 

, Others offering solid specialties 
_were Harmonaires, vocal group; Rose 
| Murphy, sepia songstress; Jack Holst 
|& Co., bar act; The Crackerjacks, 
| sepia hoofers and Clark Brothers, 
Negro dance team. 

| Show was prefaced by “The 
| Friars’ Song,” baritoned by Eddie 
|Miller. Sammy Fidler and orch pro- 
vided neat backgrounding. Edba. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 23. 

Carl Kessler (“The Amazing Mr. 
Ballantine”) improving so well he’s 
been upped for meals and mild 
exercise. 

Joe Taft in from Rosedale, L. L, 
to bedside his frau, who recently re- 
ceived @K clinic report. 

Albert Bagsdacarian, news com- 
mentator of local station WNBZ, 
elected president of Saranac Lake 
Business Men’s Club. 

Louise Barnes mastered the thora- 
coplasty operation and back at the 
Rogers. 

Walter Hoban under strict obser- 





hospital for a skedded gallstone op- 
eration, 

Laura Sloan, Loew staffer from 
Cleveland, flashing good clinic re- 
ports. 

Eddie Vogt to N. Y. C. on a 10-da 
furlough to spend the holidays wit 
friends. 


Sydney Cohen upped for mild 
exercise and appointed downtown 
shopper for the gang. 

Howard ,Levy, who beat the rap 
here, in for the annual checkup and 
two-week vacation. 

_Betty Blessing, after a too long 
siege in the infirmary, has been 
upped -for one meal daily. 

Appointed to the Yuletide enhter- 
tainment committee are George Fee. 
Helen Morris, Tom Curry, Forrest 
Glenn, Frank Scheedel and Walter 
Romanik. 


(Write to those who are ill.) 





Sum will go | 


vation before going to the general | 


By LARRY SOLLOWAY 
Miami Beach, Dec. 23. 


This is the season of the big wail, 
with no doubt about it—for nitery 
ops, hotel owners and even for the 
shops, though it be the Christmas 
season, 


The effects of the lush war and 
postwar years are difficult for most 
of them to forget. That the ready 
(and black market) money is gone, 
they hate to admit. That the vaca- 
numbers) are 


in ever inoreasing 


holding on to their dough so that 
they can pay their rent and food 
bills is another rough factor they 


are facing, and reluctantly beginning 
to realize. 

What worsens the situation is the 
ibig payoffs (the highest in history) 
ito acts, the highest . hotel rentals 





jand the plethora of hotel patio- 
|dance setups, with their cocktail 
lounges, rhumba. teachers-exhibi- 


| tions, highest rentals for shops, and 
}a normal crowd, 

For it is going to be a normal 
|season, in the sense of the prewar 
years. There'll be a good holiday 
crowd until New Wears, then, a lull 
until about January 15, and then 
the 12-week rush that fills up the 
hotels, and perhaps, the apartment 
houses. 


The apartment house situation 
hasn’t helped any. New units have 
been built, with the owners asking 
top rates. Average fee is much 
higher than anywhere else, with an 
efficiency (a one-room combo of 
bedroom, parlor and kitchen) run- 
ning an average of $3,000 for the 
season. They've come down since, 
and with new units opening con- 
tinuously, they'll come down more. 
A few oceanfronts tha‘ have hewed 
to a policy of equitable rates and 
top service are in good shape. But 
| the rest, who have raised rates even 
j}above last year’s record charges, 
| are suffering badly. Typical would 
be a plush hostelry that wouldn't 
have thought of advertising its din- 
|ing room as open to the public. This 
past month they've taken big ads to 
tell about their facilities, “for the 
public.” 

There are more and better res- 
taurants than ever before. But the 
answer for the shrewder minds lies 
in the opening of lavish cafeterias, 
with investments running as high as 
$750,000. Even these mass spots 
are worried, , 


Nitery Biz Way Off 


- The night spots, too, have been 
going nowhere in the way of re- 
ceipts, and here it is mid-December. 
A period when in former years the 








Stevens Hotel, Chi, Will 


Chicago, Dec. 23, 

Boulevard Room of Stevens Hotel 
is dropping act policy March 8 to 
switch to ice shows. 

Spot will install 48 by 20 foot ice 
tank. Truly McGee will produce the 
revues, which will use a line of girls 
| besides individual skaters. 








Dancers’ Havana Nitery 
Havana, Dec. 23. 

Raul and Eva Reyes, dance team 
who have frequently appeared in 
U. S. theatres and niteries, have 
opened the High Seas club, Havana, 
in partnership with Augusto De 
Castro. 

Spot is using bands and floorshows. 





Russell Signed by Boca Raton 


Vet comedian-singer Bob Russell 
has been set as entertainment direc- 
| tor and booker of talent for the Boca 
Raton, Fla., resort. 

It’s for the entire season, effective 
immediately. 


}—— ——__ 








tioners (who are coming into town | 


Switch to Ice Shows 








Miami Bistros, Hotels, Shops Await — 
Seasonal Crowd to Take Em Outof Red 


town was filled and cleaning up. 
There are too many cafes offering 
big shows. If within this holiday 
period the large rooms don’t puil 
out with some profit the panic wil] 
really be on, 

Veteran observers, however, point 
| to the obvious fact that most of the 
}operations in the after-dark setup 
jhere have overreached themselves 
|} Where in pre-war years the names 
| weren’t brought in until January, 
|the custom of the postwar years pre- 





| vailed this season, despite the argu- 
ments of wiser heads. There 
lisn’t enough dough to gé around, 
they point out. Not until there is an 
}equitable adjustment down the line 
{on rates, tariffs and shops’ 
| Until then, it’s going to be 
|l takes the hindmost.” 
Indicative is the poor showing of 
Gulfstream Park with a daily mu- 


just 


prices. 
“devil 


tvel handle under a _ half-million 
daily; the sparse crowds at the ni- 
teries until Saturday . nights (this 
past weekend they still didn’t get 
enough patrons to break even). A 


couple of the smaller spots are doing 
well, due to small budgets, good 
food and no minimums or covers. 


It all points to downward read- 
justments for all for next season. 
For 1948 they’re stuck with com- 
mitments. 


Only the casinos in Broward coun- 
ty to the north stand a chance to 
pull out, via the ganiing rooms. Un- 
less the city fathers in Miami and 
Miami .Beach give 
chince spots to run, the panic is 
certain. 


————— Ly 
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The Risque Frisky 
26th Week Mermaid Reom — 

Park Central Hotel, New York 
| JANE DOUGLASS at the Piano 


Ea 


EDDY ° M 
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“Heifetz of the % 


harmonica.” S 
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CONCERTIZING 0 





















Margery Welles at the Piano & 
| Mgt.: Ben Lipset 
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NOW TOURING 
AUSTRALIA 


Press Comment 


“The Listener In”’—Meibourne 
Opening nite CAROT and DRES- 
DEN held up the show and 
received one of the greatest ova - 
tions in the theatres’ long histors 


Dir. KENNETH LATER 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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UJ, $: Acts Eyeing Foreign Dates: 


"Plenty Time in London, Provinces 





One of the healthier aspects of the? 


vaude and nitery performer field is 
the development of the foreign tal- 
ent markets during the past year. 
U. S. performers are now able to 
play most parts of the world despite 
the monetary restrictions in effect in 
many countries. 

The biggest market for U. S. per- 
formers now exists in England where 
theatres such as the Palladium and 
Casino, both London, are using top 
names. American acts are able to get 
considerable playing time there be- 
cause of the wealth of stageshow the- 
atres in the provinces. 

While abroad, performers are also 
able to pick up considerable time in 
France, Switzerland, Belgium, Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark and in some 
parts of Germany. Australia also is 
an avid user of American per- 
formers. 

Prospects appear good for some 
playing time in Argentina. Talent 
agencies are currently exploring pos- 
sibilities in that country, and occa- 
sional acts have been booked there. 
An ice show played there last season 
for profitable returns. 

The sole South American talent 
market to dry up since the war is 

(Continued on page 46) 








GORDON 
MAC RAE 


Currently 
CHICAGO THEATRE 


CHICAGO 
e 


Management 
CENTURY ARTISTE, LTD. . 


HARRY A. ROMM 
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LAURETTE and CLYMAS 


1 “DANCUMORISTS” 


PHIL TYRELL 
Chicago 


JACK DAVIES 
New Yerk 











CHORUS AND LINE GIRLS 
We want hundreds of girls for work 
in the finest clubs and theatres. 


Write, Wire or Call: 


LLOYDS THEATRICAL OFFICES 














Currently 
STRAND THEATRE, N. Y. 


Satira’s Murder Conviction 
Upsets Plans of Chi Agent 


Conviction of dancer Patricia (Sa- 
tira) Schmidt in Cuba last week for 
murder of John L. Mee, Chicago at- 
torney, has spoiled the plans of at 
least one Chicago agent. Percenter 
had written letters to major theatre 
and nitery bookers submitting her 
for engagements. Instead, she re- 
ceived a 15-year booking in a Cuban 
prison for the murder. Prior to her 
leap to prominence because of the 
shooting, Miss Schmidt had danced 
in minor cafes. 

Miss Schmidt’s sentence is in con- 
trast to the break that Lorraine De 
Wood got because of the shooting. 
As a result of the publicity obtained 
for being linked romantically with 
Mee, Miss De Wood got a date at 
the Greenwich Village Inn, N. Y., at 
$1,250 weekly when her regular sal- 
uy was around $250. 





Pix Chores of Autry, 
Rogers, May Shorten 
Rodeo Tours Next Season 


Number of rodeo shows next year 
is in doubt because of the acute short- 
age of top names. Condition has been 
made more serious by the fact that 
playing time Of the top draws is ex- 
tremely limited because of film com- 
mitments. The top attractions in the 
field, Gene Autry dnd Roy Rogers, 
will probably be available for only 
two months of the year, making long 
rodeo tours out of the question. 

Situation is sufficiently acute to 
make the rodeo plans of the Arena 
Managers Assn. extremely doubtful. 
This organization of arena operators, 
which sevéral years ago invested a 
considerable sum in livestock, may 
not be able to put on its bronc-fest 
inasmuch as it’s star, Gene Autry, 
may not be able to go out for them. 
He’s committed to Madison Square 
Garden for next year, if he’s able to 
get away from film-making, leaving 
AMA out in the cold, so far. 

Roy Rogers similarly has dates 
lined up in the Wirtz arenas should 
he be able to get on the road. 

There’s the probability that Tim 
Holt and Bill Elliott will go out as 
the top-liners for some big layouts, 
but their b.o. efficacy is still to be 
proven. 

The star shortage comes at a time 
when the redeo boxoffice potential 
is still to hit its peak. Promoters in 
many towns are actively going after 
the cowboy contests. 

Larry Sunbrock, after losing 
money in New York last season, hit 
upon the idea of playing small towns 
and is said to have cashed in plenty 
on it. 





New Hollywood Nitery 
Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Cully Richards’ Blackhawk, new 
nitery on the site of the original 
Slapsy Maxie’s, opens Friday night 
with Joe Frisco as a headliner. 


562 Broadw ‘ Richards and Frankie Hyers will 
basiierete. shen 1 nite anita \!help Frisco carry the comedy. 





Mgt.—UNIVERSAL ATTRACTIONS 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 





Irv Kupcinet 
("Kup’ of the Chicago Times) 
cheerfully states 
“Local Boy Not Blue 
About Chi; Beaucoup 
Shows in the Black’’ 


* * 


an editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 


42d Anniversary Number 
of 





VARIETY 











B’way Strand Eyes 
MCA Price Cuts 


Learning the results of negoti- 
ations between Music Corp. 
America and the Paramount theatre, 
New York, which ended in revisions 
of contracts which had aiready been 
completed for the bands of Louis 
Prima -and Carmen Cavallaro, the 
Strand theatre, N. Y., last week 
sought the same concessions. Talks 
between MCA execs and the Strand, 
however, achieved no changes in 
current contracts between orches- 
tras represented by the agency. 

It’s said the agreements the Strand 
wanted revised concerned the bands 
of Frankie Carle and Freddy Mar- 
tin, both of whom are now tied to 
the Strand on renewal deals. Mar- 
tin’s first date at the house was 
played last summer and he’s due to 
come back again next summer. 


FERNANDEL DUE FOR 
CANADIAN PERSONALS 


Montreal, Dec. 23. 

Canadian Concerts & Artists Corp. 
has signed Fernandel, French film 
comic, for a three-week concert en- 
gagement next October in Montreal, 
Quebec and Ottawa. Comic, also 
noted as a singer, will give an even- 
ing of cabaret songs. This will be 
his first North American visit, and 
tour will be restricted to French 
Canada. Fernandel speaks no English. 

Comic was to appear in N. Y. this 
fall for a vaude appearance at the 
Ambassador under Siritzky manage- 
ment, along with Tino Rossi and 
others, but Rossi had to stay in 
France for a Marcel Pagnol pic, and 
deal fell through. Rossi appeared in 
Canada for two weeks last season 
for CCAC. c 

CCAC. has also signed Georges 
Guetary, singer in the current 
Charles Cochran hit, “Bless The 
Bride,” in London, for concert ap- 
pearance next fall. 


Cafe Society Uptown, N.Y., 
Sale Finalized Last Week 


Deal for the purchase of Cafe 
Society Uptown, N, Y., was consum- 
mated Thursday (18) when Max 
Gordon and Herbert Jacoby handed 
over to Barney Josephson the bal- 
ance between an earlier deposit 
and final purchase price of $75,000. 
The sum is for fixtures only, liquor 
stocks are being used by Josephson 
at his Cafe Society Downtown spot, 
which he will continue to operate. 

Coincident with the sale, Gordon 
and Jacoby leased the spot for five 
years, starting Jan. 1. They have an 
option for an additional two years. 

New. owners plan to do extensive 
alterations and will reopen in Feb- 
ruary or March. New name is still 
to be selected. 

Despite completition of the deal, 
the purchase coin is being held in 
escrow, pending acquisition of the 
liquor license by Gordon and 
Jacoby. ¢ 

Everett B. Birch, of the law firm 








lor, represented the purchasers on 
the deal. 
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Shelvey Taking AGVA Firing to Court 
4A’s Committee Sets Conv. for Spring 





AAA Reelects Full Slate; 
Testimonial to Goldstein 


to the presidency of the Associated | 


Agents of America, an organization | 





of New York talent agents. Others | 
‘ aggangen are Syd Leipzig. veepee; 
| Jack Segal, treasurer; Jimmy Daley, | 


| 
| 


| shows 








| 


| 


of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Law- |: 


;secretary, and Harry Dell, sergeant- 


| 


at-arms 

Re-elected to thé board of direc- | 
tors are Nick Elliott, Eddie Luntz, | 
Mike Hammer, Sim Kerner, Juliet | 
Heath and Harry Stone. New direc- 
tors are Charlie Rapp, Hal Edwards, 
Johnny McHugh and Bob Irwin. 

Officers will be inducted at a tes- 
timonial dinner for Goldstein, Jan. 
19. Arrangements for the affair are 
still to be made. 





Uncertain of Bookings, 
Met, Providence, May 
Toss Out Stageshows 


Providence, Dec. 23. 

Ralph Snyder may suspend stage- 
when current contracts run | 
out at his Metropolitan theatre here. | 
Snyder’s indecision on continuation 
of presentations is a result of the 
withdrawal of Jimmy Dorsey’s band 
which was scheduled to play there 
week of Dec. 28. Dorsey is breaking 
up his band this week when he 
winds up in Columbus. 


Snyder’s peeve stems from the fact 
that Dorsey’s decision to break up 
the crew is caused by illness. No- 
tice of the date’s cancellation was | 
handed in about three weeks ago, | 
according to Snyder. 

Snyder figures that if Dorsey was 
ill, he should have cancelled all his 
dates immediately. Instead, since 
Dec. 5, date notice was wired, Dor- 
sey has been playing one-nighters 
as well as theatre dates. The Met is 
the first date to be affected by Dor- 
sey’s breakup. 

Snyder has since appealed to the 
Ainerican Federation of Musicians 
which declared that a man should 
not be forced to play when he’s ill. 





+ The tangled affairs of the Ameri- 


can Guild of Variety Artists are ex- 
pected to reach the courts shortly 
after efforts between attorneys for 


Hyman Goldstein was re-elected |the Associated Actors and Artistes of 


America, and Matt Shelvey, deposed 
AGVA exec secretary, to affect a 
compromise. Shelvey’s attorneys 
are expected to make the first move 
by asking the courts to tie up AGVA 
funds until the matter is adjudicated. 

AGVA’s national committee, 
meanwhile, announced that its con- 
vention will be held in the spring. 
A committee spokesman charged 
that the previous confab setup, pro- 
posed by Shelvey was unacceptable 
to the 4 A’s. 

Paul Dullzell, 4. A’s head, in a 
statement yesterday (23) declared 
that shortly after the national com- 
mittee took over, it discovered evi- 
dence that Shelvey had further. de- 
ceived the board by ordering and 
condoning ‘rigging of membership 


(Continued on page 46) 











“Announcement” 


TOWER THEATRE 


(FORMER ERLANGER) 
ATLANTA, GA. 


Opens Dec. 18th 
With 


KAY FRANCIS 


“STATE OF THE UNION" 
Followed Dec. 25th by 


FRANCIS GRAIG 


and an 
ALL STAR 
VAUDEVILLE SHOW 


NAMES - ATTRACTIONS - AGENTS 
CONTACT 


ALLIED ARTISTS AGENCY 
355 PEACHTREE N.E. 


1872 
LAMAR 1941 ATLANTA, GA. 


EXCLUSIVE BOOKERS 








Snyder agreed to that contention, 
but said if Dorsey was well enough 
to continue for three weeks, he 
should have played out all his com- 
mitments. 


Snyder’s contention boils down to 
the fact that if he can’t be guaran- 
teed that attractions under contract 
to him will be delivered, there’s no 
point in continuing that policy. 














Gowns by 


ERNESTO 


HELENE aad HOWARD 
Love That Price 
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SMASH HIT!! 


FIRST NEW YORK APPEARANCE 


ADA LYNNE 


TWO WEEKS STRAND 
NEW YORK 


DIRECTON—MILES INGALLS 


NTLY) 


Joe Flaum 




















(PRONOUNCED WAUKEEN GAH-RAY) 


JOAQUIN GARAY —:wr:ny—House of Harris 


SAN FRANCISCO, 


CALIF. 








west coast than here, Garay should have no trouble in b 


“Angel Lopez has launched his winter revue at his Havana Madrid, with Joaquin Garay the star of the proceedings. .. . Better known on the 


uilding a fine reputation here too. ... The lad has fine vocal 
—MILDRED GORDON, "“N. Y. Morning Telegraph.” 


equipment.” 











Just Concluded Successful Engagement “Havana-Medrid"—N. Y. c. 


Re-epening “Hevanae-Medrid” Jon. 


36th, 1948—Direction: M.C.A. 
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SOL TEPPER 


The Best in Artists 
Representation 


> 
eS le 


PHIL FOSTER 


SLAPSIE MAXIE’S HOLLYWOOD 


EVERETT MARSHALL 


“STUDENT PRINCE” 


EMIL BOREO 


ESQUIRE CLUB, MONTREAL 


VALAIDA SNOW 


LATIN QUARTER, CHI. 


PAUL SYDELL & SUSIE 


CHEZ PAREE, CHI. 


JUDY LYNN 


SLAPSIE MAXIE’S HOLLYWOOD 


MANOR & MIGNON 


SLAPSIE MAXIE’S HOLLYWOOD 


DENNIS SISTERS 


LATIN QUARTER, MIAMI 


JOHNNY DUGAN 


INTERNATIONAL CLUB, PANA M A 


JOAN FIELDS 


CLUB CHARLES, BALTIMOR E 


EDDIE SHINE 


GOLFING, VAN CORTLANDT PARK 


JOE E. ROSS — 


LATIN QUARTER, CHICAGO 


SHELDON & BURNETT 


‘BULLDING HOME, CHESTER, PA. 









































MecVAN’S, BUFFALO 


LOS BARRANCOS 


CASING NATIONALE, CUBA 


JOAN ADAIR 


CHATEAU CRILLON, PHILA. 


BURKE & RHODES 


BAKER HOTEL, DALLAS 


MAVIS MIMS 


COLONIAL INN, MIAMI 


MYRA JEAN 


MecVAN’S, BUFFALO 


AL NESOR 


RATHSKELLAR, PHILA. 


VALARIE LEE 


BLACKAMOOR ROOM, MIAMI 


CALVERT SISTERS _ 


CASINO THEATRE, TORONTO 


MARIAN MANNERS | 


LEON & EDDIES, NEW YORK 


LEE WYLER 


RESTING IN CENTRAL PARK 


BUSTER BURNELL 


COPOCABANA, MIAMI 






































BILLY KELLY 


CLUB BOSTON 


LIZA MORROW 


RADIO AND RECORDINGS 


HUDSON & SHARAE 


CAROUSEL CLUB, PITTS. 


THREE WILES 


DANCING FOR HARRY, WASH., D.C. 


MOORE SISTERS _ 


CAPITOL LOUNGE, NEW JERSEY 


ROSS MACLEAN ~— 


WRITER OF “TOO FAT POLKA” 


CLUB CHARLES 


BALTIMORE 
Exclusive Booker 7 Years 


SOL TEPPER 





























RKO, Building, New York, 26 


La Martinique, N. Y- 

Jan Murray, Miguelito Valdes Orch 
(12) with Vam Stevens, Ann Triola, 
Teddy & Phyllis Rodriguez, Ralph 
Font Orch (10); $4 minimum. 





The Latin band policy which Dar- 
io recently instituted at La Martin- 
ique seems to be paying off. The 
spot currently has its greatest meas- 
ure of prosperity since it reopened 
after its summer hiatus, despite the 
pre-Xmas doldrums. The rhumbad- 
dicts have latched onto this spot 
now that the Miguelito Valdes and 
Ralph Font bands generate the 
dance music. 

In addition, La Martinique has 

fortified itself, with a Grade A floor 
show in which Valdes contributes 
along with Jan M@rray, Ann Triola 
(New Acts) along with Teddy and 
Phyllis Rodriguez. Murray, doub- 
ling out of the legit “Music in My 
Heart,” is playing the late shows 
only at the cafe, although he’s on 
duty for all displays over Sunday, 
when the musical doesn’t play. The 
supper business has picked up con- 
siderably with this setup. Mainstay 
of his routine is still the “Laugh 
Clown, Laugh” bit, but he’s picked 
up new material, too. Among the 
new stuff is a bit with the Valdes 
vocalist, Vam Stevens, which re- 
sults in a strong encore bit. 
Valdes, of course, provides potent 
applause-fodder with his Latino ren- 
ditions. Since he’s formed a band 
he’s come up with more ornate ar- 
rangements of his songs. For ex- 
ample, the “Rhumba Rhapsody” now 
has a glee club contrapuntal back- 
ground, and his Hispano medley gets 
some tricky backing from his side- 
men. Strong point is still “‘Babalu,” 
which he delivers for maximum re- 
turns. Valdes’ orch, incidentally, is 
strong for the rhumba dancers. It 
has a steady beat and melodic ar- 
rangements. 

The terp spot is by holdovers 
Teddy and Phyllis Rodriguez, who 
show up nicely on this floor. Ralph 
Font’s Latin band is another attrac- 
tion for the dancers and provides 
floor-filling dansapation. Jose. 


College Inn, Chi 
(HOTEL SHERMAN) 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Nellie Lutcher, Pat Curran, Jose 
Melis Orch (8) with Jean Williams, 
Marty Hogan, Carl Marx; minimum 
$2.50-$3.50. 


Nellie Lutcher and Pat Curran 
revitalize the layout, which other- 
wise is the same as reviewed in 
Variety of Nov. 26. Sepia singer- 
pianist, who skyrocketed via the 
disk route, scores firmly here in 
spite of'two handicaps. One is the 
room itself—rambling, low-ceilinged 
and n.s.h. for semi-intimate styling. 
The other is that the edge is some- 
what taken off by 45 minutes of con- 
tinuous chirping and keyboarding 
that precede her session at the piano. 

Miss Lutcher takes off in high gear 
with her disk fave, “The Lady’s in 
Love.” Second number, “Let Me 
Love You Tonight,” is slower 
tempoed and puts the damper on 
her best facial and vocal mannerisms. 
Song, however, drew salvos that 
were promptly topped by the fol- 
lowing “Hurry on Down,” a lusty 
rocker with purple undertones. 

Singer offs to sustained hand, then 
returns for “Real Gone Guy” for 
additional applause. Closer, “You 
Better Watch Yourself, Bub,” has 
her passing on advice to a chump 
set for two-timing. Material through- 
out is pointed up with effective 
head-tossing and eyeball rolling. 
Her keyboarding ties in perfectly 
with the vocals, which burble, slither 
and bounce. k 








bill, is reviewed under New Acts. 
Bart. 





Terrace Room, N. Y. 
(NEW YORKER HOTEL, N. Y.) 


shall Beard, 
Hamitton, Jay Martin, 


ij after 10 p.m. 





the hotel’s rinkage. 


dent. 


routines. 


Waltz rhythms. 


cialty right before closing. 
fairly accomplished bladester, 


smash turn. 

















Pat Curran, other addition to the 


Phil Romayne & Terry Brent, Mar- 
Muriel Pack, Janice 
; Line (5); 
Larry Clinton Orch (14); $1 cover 


Hotel New Yorker's Terrace Room, 
after a three-months hiatus during 
which time Sammy Kaye’s band was 
the sole Ture, has another ice show 
on deck to bow in the 12th year of 
‘ Styled along 
conventional lines, this production 
by Truly McGee doesn’t near match 
previous offerings in the quality of 
its acts or the elaborateness of its 
staging. Economy measures are evi- 


Toplining the bill is the team of 
Phil Romayne and Terry Brent who, 
alone of all,the performers, flash a 
brand of eye-stunning terp-skating 
( Both come on several 
times in duo and solo turns cutting 
fancy arabesque bs in tango and 

omayne iSS |; 
Brent seem to pick up —— ‘in turn assigned Ernst to handle the 
the show progresses and they sock . 
over one dangerous acrobatic spe- | Up his own organization, with Phil- 


Night Club Reviews 


ton, recently taken out of the line, 
who shows promise. Line of five 
girls move through simple produc- 
tion numbers in attractive costum- 
ing, especially in the “New Look” 
and concluding Calypso items. Jay 
Martin, singing emcee, handles. his 
chore neatly, revealing a nice set of 
pipes in several vocal accompani- 
ments with the line numbers. 
Larry Clinton’s orch is a_ solid 
musicrew which cuts the show with 
driving tempos that almost, but not 
quite fill in the excitement lacking 
in some of the acts. The music sim- 
ply isn’t there in some instances. 
Band also furnishes topnotch 
rhythms for customer hoofing and 
features Helen Lee in pop tune 
vocals handled in fine fashion. 
Herm. 


Charley Foy’s, H’weed 
(FOLLOWUP) 





Hollywood, Dec. 17, 

Slapsie Maxie Rosenbloom has 
taken over comedy chores here while 
taking a brief vacation from his 
double with Max Baer. Heckling is 
furnished by club’s perennial stooge, 
Sammy Wolfe, and the laughs flow 
freely. 

Accent for the rest of the show, 
as usual, is on swiftly paced stuff 
with Charley Foy himself always 
willing to oblige with a song-and- 
dance routine and some double-take 
clowning. Wolfe gets a chance to do 
his Jolson imitations which. still 
click. 

Marguerite Padula and her songs 
at the piano; Billy Green and his 
sonorous renditions of old-timers; 


Johnny Horace with jived versions 
of “Donkey Serenade,” et al; and 
Candy Candido’s wide-range falsetto 
Kap. 


round out the bill neatly. 











Shelvey Taking 


meetings to. establish a one-man 
dictatOfghip of the union.’ 

Dullgéll’s statement also declared 
that new nominations for convention 
delegates will be held in the various 
cities and ordered all nominations 
to be democratically arrived at, The 
delegates will be empowered to 
elect a funcioning executive com- 
mittee and appoint a national direc- 
tor who shall serve at the pleasure 
of the national board and shall at 
all times be subject to the direction 
and order of the national, board and 
all official acts shall require the 
approval and ratification of the ex- 
ecutive committee. 

Dullzell declared that no constitu- 
tion will be approved that-does not 
contain democratic safeguards. This 
cannot be changed by amendment 
and neither the board nor the ex- 
ecutive committee may delegate 
their basic power to the national 
director. Upon election of the board 
and appointment of the national di- 
rector, autonomy will be returned to 
AGVA. Until then, the 4A’s will 
administer the affairs of AWVA. The 
statement closed with the declara- 
tion that it will nt allow a one- 
man totalitarian union. 

A spokesman for Ernst declared 
regarding the Four A _ statement, 
“There’s no point in going into name 
calling or adopting the tactics of 
certain groups. We are going to 
proceed on what we think, and hope, 
the courts will agree is democracy 
in trade unions. We want this whole 
question of leadership put up to the 
membership by referendum and this 
means that each and every member 
of this union shall have his say as 
to leadership.” 

“We will seek an injunction pre- 
venting any use by anybody of the 
funds of the union until these ques- 
tions are determined in a demo- 
cratic way. We have offered, and 
still offer, a ‘standstill’ agreement 
providing an immediate referendum, 
a convention or both, plus selection 
of- an impartial person to hold all 
funds of the union pending the out- 
come of the referendum. That of- 
fer has been flatly refused.” 

The national committee of AGVA, 
appointed by the 4A’s to handle 
AGVA’s affairs following Shelvey’s 
AGVA exit, has been meeting regu- 
larly with Morris L. Ernst, Shelvey’s 
New York attorney. 

The difficulties started with Shel- 
vey’s dismissal by the 4A’s on 
grounds of “sabotage.” Since then 
Shelvey has been fighting the ac- 
;tion. He has retained Arthur W. A. 
|Cowan, Philadelphia attorney, who 











N. Y. end. Shelvey last week set 


adelphia as national headquarters, 


Other acts lag behind in skill and | th ffecti it i i 

showmanship. Marshall Beard is a| - Gypmerars gathagen pty cette 
ex- 
ecuting some difficult Russian splits : : 
but fails to build up his routines . a | National committee met last week 
r Two other items fea- 
ture Muriel Pack, in some elemen- 


To counter any actions that might 
be taken by the Shelvey faction, the 





with the Artists Representatives 
Assn., organization of agents, with 





tary ballet steps, and Janice Hamil- | latter deciding to support the 4A’s' 


Wednesday, December 24, 1947 





Chuck Brown 


Humorously Reminisces in 
“Back to Jamaica’ 
(Saga of % Break-in Act) 

ee 8 
A Bright Piece in the 


42d Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Soon 





New Yr’s Eve Fete At 
Tarleton, Miami, to Aid 
Runyon Cancer Fund 


Miami. Beach, Dec. 23. 

Walter Jacobs, operator of the 
Lord Tarleton hotel, is admitting 
non-guests to t he New Year’s eve 
celebration at his inn, for the first 
time. Proceeds this year are being 
donated to the Runyon Cancer Fund, 

Tarleton is charging $50 per per. 
son for the shindig. It’s the highest 
minimum in’the area for that night, 


Balto After Big Eve 


Baltimore, Dec. 23. 











appointees. ARA subsequently sent 
out letters to its member agents ask- 
ing them to inform their acts to pay 
dues only in New York, Chicago. and 
Hollywood, and to make certain that 
spots in Miami, Boston, Philadelphia, 
New Orleans, Baltimore, Cincinnati, 
Springfield, Hartford, Columbus, O., 
and Providence have bonds posted 
with AGVA before permitting acts 
to play. AGVA branch executive 
secretaries in those areas. signed the 
Philadelphia resolution supporting 
Shelvey. 

Mortimer S. Rosenthal, who with 
Jonas T. Silverstone is AGVA’s na- 
tional counsel, and Alan Corelli, 
head of Theatre Authority, last week 
went to Miami to look over the situ- 
ation there. Action was a result of 
a beating administered to Fred Ner- 
rett, who was sent down by AGVA 
to take charge of the area. 
Meanwhile, Ernst has been seek- 
ing to get the 4A’s to hold a refer- 
endum -on the dismissal of Shelvey, 
or call the AGVA convention imme- 
diately. 

Another development was started 
last week by a group of performers 
who have formed a committee to 
support the 4A’s. Task will be to 
familiarize the membership with is- 
sues that resulted in Shelvey’s dis- 
missal. Personnel of the committee 
hasn’t been disclosed pending its 
completion. 





Miami Battieground 

Miami Beach, Dec. 23. 
Miami Beach is a new battle- 
ground for the 4A’s-AGVA ssitua- 
tion. At a meeting at the Roney- 
Plaza hotel bere Friday (19) two 
factions presented their views before 
a group that included Benny Fields, 
Joey Adams, Cross and Dunn, My- 
ron. Cohen, Al Bernie and Gene 
Baylos. 

Adams, speaking for the perform- 
ers present, revealed they were in- 
terested only in an immediate airing 
of the entire picture. 

One charity which almost suffered 
from the split was the skedded 
Damon Runyon affair Dec. 29. All 
acts in town had been cleared for 
the Lord Tarleton cancer drive af- 
fair, only to be told by Corelli that 
Buddy Barnett’s okay had been 
rescinded by his firing as AGVA 
aide. However, Jerry Hirsch, former 
AGVA rep here, appointed by Cor- 
elli to succeed Barnett, okayed the 
show as the first act under his re- 
appointment. 


U.S. Acts 


aum=_=m continued from page 45 
Brazil, which two years ago banned 
gambling in the casinos. With the 
gambling ban, it was no longer 
feasible for the casinos to use Amer- 





hope that gaming will be permitted 
in some spots. Action is now before 
the Brazilian legislature on that 
matter. 


a 


bad food situation in most countries. 
However, acts of late are showing 
increasing willingness to be talked 
into overseas engagements, because 
of the siege of bad business in this 
country. 









ican names. However, there’s the 


So far, the talent agencies still 
have considerable difficulty in clos- 
ing foreign bookings because of un- 
willingness of U. S. to go abroad for 
a variety of reasons including the 





Strong effort for a big New Year’s 
Eve trade is being made all along 
the local nitery front here with 
town’s two top spots, Chanticleer and 
Charles, offering Jackie Miles and 
Connie Haines respectively to moed- 
est covers. 

Nicks range from a lone buck to a 
high of $5.50 a head with all the old 
gimmicks and extras of pre-boom- 
time days being offered as comeons, 


EMBASSY, N.Y., RELIGHTS 

The Embassy, N. Y., will re-light 
Friday (26) having finally obtained 
its liquor license. Spot had been at- 
tempting to get the permit for sev- 
eral months, but previous applica- 
tions were refused. 

Preem show will comprise Ed- 
wards and Diane, Amory Bros., Bar- 
bara Leeds, and Emilio Reyes Orch. 

Spot was opened two years ago by 
Bill Miller, who now operates the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., who subse- 
quently sold out to Sam Marcus, who 
is still in on the operation. - 
acemetamesone — ——_______________.__] 


PHIL FOSTER 


Nite-Life’s Newest Laff-Sensation 




















NOW IN 3rd WEEK 


SLAPSIE MAXIE’S 
HOLLYWOOD 











“Fostered by” 
SOL TEPPER, RKO Bidg., New York 20 
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COMEDY PATTER 


Fer All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
"The Show Biz Gag File” 
Neos. 1 te 22 @ $1.00 ea. 
(22 for $18.00) 
10 PARODIES for $10.00 


"How te Be an Emcee" 
$3.00 2 Files 
Bh ee Ft pee A 
comedy sengs, bite—black- 

outs, skits, ete. 
NO C.0.D's 


PAULA SMITH 
200 


W. Sith Bt., New York 19 
— 
LAUGHING-STOCK! 


New in Comedy Material 
for M.C.’s, Acts, and Disc Jocks 


ing-Steck Series | te 5.........- $i ea. 

Fire Reutines (Doubles) | to 3. .$2 a. 

Master Menelegues | te 4............- $2 ea. 

Hits and Bits | te B.... 26... ceeeeeee $! ea. 
SAM PERRY 





1650 Breadway, New Yerk 19, N. Y. 














MAXINE 
ULLIVA 


CURRENTLY 
LE RUBAN BLEU, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


Direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
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New Acts 


ONA MASSEY (1) ‘ 


Mins. 

Club Versailles, N. Y. 

Ilona Massey brings to the saloon 
eircuit a number of plus values 
which should put her—and keep her 
—up there as a cafe name in short 
order. She has blonde beauty, a 
trained voice, a Hollywood rep, an 
authoritative delivery and all the 
other assets that g9 with that sort of 

parlay. Still remembered for her 
Ba‘ the Balalaika” excerpt from a 


“A Metro filmusical, Miss 


-year-old 
epee 4 errs only in two minor 


ings ne is exiting too fast for 
Baines rout ine encore— resulting in 
not quite giving them enough. 
hich is another way of kudosing 
the songstress, because she certainly 
doesn’t outwear her welcome 


dazzling spins. She’s as fast on 
pirouet work as any dancer around 
and imparts different designs in each 
of her twirls. 

Miss Sloan at her Waldorf-Astoria 
preem exhibits four numbers, rang- 
ing from light and fast numbers to 
dramatic interpretations. Topper is 
the “Night and Day” interpretation 
she did in the film which cues a big 
exit salvo. Encored with an inter- 
pretation of De Falla’s “Ritual Fire 
Dance,” which shows a slight ten- 
dency to over-dramatize, thus de- 
tracting from the basically good 
danceé-design. 

Miss Sloan is an attractive titian, 


Bernhard Hilda’s orchestra includes 
Jane Morgan, beautifully gowned 
this year, and her French much im- 
proved. Lena Horne at the same 
spot had all the Frenchmen wide- 
eyed and open-mouthed. Her style 
of singing is new over here, but once 
they caught on they kept yelling 
for more, or maybe they just want 
to stare at one of the most beautiful 
women ever seen on a night club 
floor. Whatever it is, they like it. 

Those who have the money are 
spending it. It reminds of the days 
just before 1939 when everyone had 
the feeling something was going to 
happen and wanted to get the most 
of everything before it did. 





expensively wardrobed and could 
easily fill the dance-demands of the 
legit musical field as she has in pix 





The | 


Jose. 


other is the over-emphasis on her! warRyA BOND 


agyar ' 
os Fingarian excerpts. 

oan is nil. Furthermore, her 
fiollywood rep 


inen background she may have 
ad pre-Culver City. The 
agyar interludes (and these should 
e limited to two) should be casual 
ather than dominant. But all that 
f a matter of simple re-routining. 
hould do striking arrange- 
gents conae along the lines of that 
? 


i Called Love”-“Jalousie” 
nedley, which is done as a sort of 
Swo-piy number, with expert assist 


-om Gilberto Isais, her Mexican 
a oe empesqncerapanist. and the tip- 
top Bob Grant orchestra which is 
facile in the general musical accomp. 

Her repertoire runs a wide gamut, 
uch as “Zing Went the Strings 
opener), “Lily Flowers” (Hun- 
garian), still another magyar ex- 
cerpt, thence “Balallaika, “Vienna, 
City of Dreams” and Besame 
Mucho.” For the entr’acte Isais does 
two competent Steinway specialties: 
“Clair de Lune” and “Fire Dance. 
Withal, Miss Massey is OK for sight 
and sound in the saloon ahs 

el. 





AT CURRAN 

ongs 

5 Mins. 

oliege Inn, Chicago 

Pat Curran, an Irish immigrant 
who's been in this country less than 
ix months, is the pure quill despite 
he all-too-familiar pattern of his 
“discovery.” Gaelic tenor was 

oked into the College Inn on the 
asis of a prizewinning performance 
én the local Sachs Amateur Hour 
tadio show. ‘ 
inger was introed as a cook on 

* Sherman hotel kitchen staff but 
is spotless chef's cap and uniform 

dicate that his pot watching has 
een suspended until further notice. 
As a matter of fact, a group of chefs 
clustered at the stage entrance to 
gatch his debut. Tenor’s brisk re- 
ception probably caused the manage- 
ment to gander the help wanted 
Soleaune. 

Curran has a wistful, un-hep qual- 
ity that goes well with his repertoire 
Irish standards. He's no ohn 

eCormick, but his tenoring is true 
and flexible. He has broad range 
and good volume and eepegeenty is 
. Sate! who just sings. Youngish 
ollege Inn aud _ surprised with 
yeady response to “Mother Macree,”’ 
Danny Boy” and “Rose of Tralee. 
Singer is without mannerisms of 
ny kind and obviously uncoached 
n stage presence. : 

Should be okay for niteries and 
vaude in the shillelagh territory, 
with retention of the from-skillet-to- 
stage angle. hef's uniform is a 
heat touch. Baxt. 


NN TRIOLA 
ongs 
Mins. 
Martinique, N. Y, 


Ann Triola, who has a backlog of 
nitery appearances, impresses as be- 
ng custom-built for intime spots. 
he’s pert and personable, well 
versed in comedy song delivery, 
and has material ‘sufficient to take 
care of a variety of tastes. — 
¥ Miss Triola came into La Mar- 
nique to pinch-hit for Jan Murray 
while latter was ill, and was signed 
© a four-week and options contract. 
Fn 18 one situation where an audi- 
on paid off, not only as far as she 
was concerned, but it’s also a break 
or Dario’s customers. 

n show caught, she did a trio of 

Lumbers, setting herself with Ber- 
ns “You Can't Get a Man With a 
and going in, after that, with 
funes of minute indigo content. Miss 

jola can put these numbers across 
noffensively to win handsome mitts 
for her efforts. Jose. 


‘of oe 

ESTELLE SLOAN 
nee 

14 Mins. 

Sert Room, N. Y. 


Estelle Sloan, one of the more ac- 
complished hoofers of the day, has 
xhibited in Warners’ “Night and 
iy, and at the Radio City Music 

» N. Y., neither of which is the 
Proper spot for evaluation as a new 
A Miss Sloan, now. making _her 

rst major cafe appearance in New 
ork, has a flair for literate dance 
ens, is able to maintain interest 
. rough straight terps and heighten 
Pplause values through a set of 


| 
| 
| 


background and the accent Songs-Piano 


20 Mins. 


intro is wrong because her | Fiesta Room, N. Y. 


Marya Bond, until recently a mem- 


transcends any Con-| pey of the Angie Bond Trio, one of 


the better femme vocal-instrumental 
groups, is now making the rounds 


The Monseigneur is still going 
| Strong but they are taking it a little 
;easy on the Russian music. The 
| minute the large Gypsy band hears 
|English spoken they segue into 
| “God Bless America,” feeling sure 
{that only Americans with money 
| can be over here at this time. A 
| Russian singer came on the other 
|night and a Frenchman kept re- 
|peating he wanted to hear French 
|/no matter how badly it was sung 


of cocktail lounges as a single. She | even in “argot” (French slang). 


opened the new Fiesta Room of the 
Great Northern hotel, N. Y., which 
gives her a spot to display an all- 
around versatility. 


languages, gives a brilliant account | 
of herself linguistically, with Greek, | 
French, Spanish and occasionally | 
English tunes. She tends to over- | 
dramatize her vocals, but barring | 
that defect, has good projection, and | 
gets her numbers over nicely. Piano- | 
wise, she’s more than okay. She can 
accomp herself handily, and for her 
preathers, does well-conceived solos. 
At her opening show she featured 
“Warsaw Concerto” which was well 
received. 

Miss Bond could essay a few live- 
lier tunes instead of a steady run 
of ballads. Her current modus 
operandi makes it more difficult for 
her to get across, but she accom- 
plishes that purpose at any ox ~ 

ose. 











Yank Comedienne 


Continued from page | Qa 


not begin until January. Anything 
to get away from it all. 

Long dresses are definitely in 
and and evening gowns are cut so 
low I could only think what a field 
day Willie Howard would have, ¢€s- 
pecially at the couturier a la mode, 
Christian Dior. One is definitely “de- 
mode” without a “guepiere” (small 
corset) and must admit it does 
something for the figure if they are 
well made. However, a good one is 
expensive, ranging from 13,000 to 
17,000 franes ($100 to $150). They 
even introduce them with ski 
clothes. Marcel Rochas features them 
with a heavy knitted sweat shirt, 
white monkey coat and green 
sweater. The corset forms part of 
the fitted top or of the pants. The 
wasp waist with ski clothes may 
sound strange, but, the effect is 
charming. How comfortable, one 
cannot say but don’t imagine the 
real skiers will go for these whale- 
boned laced in jobs. 

Winter is setting in and the peo- 
ple of France are not looking for- 
ward to their unheated homes. 
Those with electric stoves are now 
the same as everyone else because 
of the lack of electric power—and 
every day seems to bring a new 
strike. The clubs and theatres are 
packed. Being in a crowd helps the 
morale and also warms you up. Ex- 
cept for the last few nights when 
they were ordered closed down for 
fear of rioting, the places of amuse- 
ment turn away business. 


The Club Elysees, Maxim’s and 
Chez Carrere go all out for black 
ties on Friday nights. They also of- 
fer good food and entertainment. 
Carrere is one of the most intimate 
rooms in Paris. The atmosphere 
gives you the feeling of being with 
friends, and it caters more to a 
French clientele. That and Maxim's 
and the Club Elysees have a mixed 
crowd. 


Toujours Les Femmes 


A week ago Friday every woman 
turned out in a new creation: If you 
did not have one you just felt out 
of place and could not wait to get 
to the nearest dressmaker the first 
thing in the morning. Last year's 
style over here are like last year’s 
politics—passe. 

Maxim’s hasn’t any floor show 
but the crowd is show enough and 
this is where the “chic” of Paris 
lunch and dine and where Albert, 
who is probably the best known of 
the maitres, bows you in as in pre- 
war years. The food is good and if 
you know Albert you can still get 
some vintage champagne. 





{ 
Miss Bond, being versed in several |f 


Right now it’s like sitting on an 
atomic bomb: You never know when 
something will blow up. 
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whether full or split week 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit: (1) independent; (L) 
(P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (W) Warner 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


Leew; 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 24 
Tommy Dorsey Or 
Jimmy Edmondson 

Church & Hale 
Music Hall (1) 25 











Lucile Cummings 
Myrtill & Pacaud 
Acromaniacs 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rockettes 
iCorps de Ballet 
sym Ore 
| Paramount (P) @4 
;Stan Kenton Ore 
iJune Christy 
iMartin Bros 
jStump & Stumpy 
i Vic Damone 
Roxy (1) 25 
i|Lanny Ross 
|Wiere Bros 
Beatrice Craft Co 
Hollace Shaw 
Senor Wences 
Strand (W) 24 
Ink Spots 
Herbie Fields Ore 
Frank Marlowe 
Miriam LaVelle 
BRONX 
Windsor (1) 26-28 
5 Grays 
Bobby Sargent 





Joey Bishop 

Vilma Sherry 

Carl Sands Ore 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (R) 25 

Johnny Morgan 

Lane Bros 

(two to fill) 


HARTFORD 
State (1) 26-28 
Frankie Carle Orc 
Jack Carter 
| Clark Bros 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena 
28 only 
Sweeth’ts Rhythm 
| Bud Sweeney 
| Dewey Sis 
Louis & Oliver 
The Carnivales 
NEWARK 
Adams (I) 25 
3 Suns 
B Sherwood Orc 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Alan Carney 
Sondra Barrett 
PATERSON 
Majestic (I) 25-28 
Cordano & Corinne 
Bobby Byron 
Virginia Austin 


(I) 











BBC ° 














Continued from page 1 





fluence on the kids, channeling their 
minds off homework, etc. 


Quiz Shows a Rave 


rave in England, as witness the audi- 
ence pull of “20 Questions.” Show 
is reported to be a direct carbon of 
the Mutual Network “20 Questions” 
in the U.S. and which has already 
set off legal repercussions, the pack- 
age owners asking “how come?” 


As for the comedians, with the 
single exception of Tommy Handley, 
who, with his script writer, Ted 
Kavenaugh, still cling to the British- 
tempoed humor, it’s a_ night-in- 
night-out combination of the Benny- 
Allen - Hope - Skelton- Berle gags. 
BBC’s newest comedian with a 
strong following, for example, is 
Charles Chester. Like the others, 








Exploring the Unknown 
Eventual emergence of FM, 
opening up perhaps 20 new 
channels in Britain, will pave 
the way for commercial radio 
and may spell the eventual doom 
of the current BBC operation, 
visitors say. It’s in anticipation 
of Britain becoming commercial 
radio-minded that an ex-BBC 
script writer, Elkan Allen, is 
currently in this country. Allan 
who arrived last week with his 
wife, Dorotheen (also his col- 
laborator) is doing research for 
a book on “The American Way 
of Radio,” which will be pub- 
lished in England as a compan- 
ion piece to another volume he’s 
just finished on British radio 
called “Good Listening.” 


Allan will spend the better 
part of six months here gather- 
ing info. He reports that, as far 
as knowledge of commercial 
radio is concerned, something 
approximating an iron curtain 
exists in England and that his 
book on U.S. radio will be the 
first one to circulate in Britain. 





his inspiration stems from bending 
an ear to the short wave pickups of 
American comedy shows. From then 
on it’s 30-minutes of Yankee Doodle 
the Britishers are eating it up. 


The switchover of BBC radio to 
the American tempo—seen the di- 
reet offshoot of the wartime era 
when the Armed Forces Radio Serv- 
ice star-studded shows were being 
constantly beamed overseas — was 
given impetus by Norman Collins, 
who until recently was head of the 
BBC's Light Program. (Because BBC 
liked the job he did he’s been moved 
over into television, with Tom 
Chaimers taking over the Light Pro- 
gram and adhering to the same U:S.- 
slanted policies.) 


Most BBC Shows Canned 


Not generally known is the fact 
that most all BBC shows are now 
canned. No British counterpart of 
Petrillo has emerged and the over- 
whelming accent on recordings goes 
undisturbed. Since most of the ar- 
tists in the non-commercial BBC 
operatign’ get the equivalent of sus- 
taining fees in America, it’s strictly 
an economic necessity to can the 
shows, permitting a comic, for ex- 
ample, to play the Palladium while 





The Club Elysees has a good show. 


his show is going out over the air. 


Quiz shows are another current | 
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LEWIS and VAN 
Booked by EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


YS 


Week 


New York 














Oro M Diamond 
Fielder & Harriet 
Ziggy Lane 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (1) 26-28 
The Reddingtons 
The Barretts 
Doris Faye 
Al Ferguson 
Terri La Franconi 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 24-27 
Wolferds Pets 
Milt Douglas Co 
Wyman & White 
Chet Clark 
Mage Karr 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (J) 26 
Robert Alda 
Bela Lugosi 
Gordon MaeRae 
Ann Russell 
Lou Wills, Jr 
Royal (1) 25 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Coles & Alkins 
Andy Kirk Ore 
Tondeleyo 
Harris & Lilette 
State (I) 25-27 
The Lloyds 
Jules Sheer 
Jimmy Day 
Excess Baggage 
28-31 


Val Eddy 

Alan Drake 

8 Welles 

(one to fill) 
BOSTON 

Keiths (R) 25 

Helen Forrest 

Johnson & Owen 

C Burd & Leroy 

Dick Buckley 
CAMDEN 

Towers (1) 25-28 

M & & Ross 

Al Ruskin 

Marvel & Co 

Brookins & Van 

2 Colesiens 


Excess Baggage 
Sid Krofft 
Arno Bennett 
Bobby Pinkus Co 
Hal Sande Girls 
CHICAGO 
Oriental (1) 25 
Harmonicats 


Sid Stone Co 
(one to fill) 
29-31 
Leon Fields 
The Dunhills 
(three to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Lyrie (I) 24 
Cab Calloway 
Berry Bros 
Myers & Walker 
Count Leroy 
READING 
Rajah (1) 25-27 
R McKinley Ore 
Pat Henning 
“Connie Stevens 
The Dunhills 
29-31 
Jerry Wald Ore 
Tk-Dk Hoffman 
Chester Dolphin 
Stroud Twins 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (I) 26 
‘Xmas Gambles’ 
Al Gordon's Dogs 
Jean Fields 
Collette & Galle 
Carl Thorson 
Geraldine & Jo 
Paul Walker Ore 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 24 
Olsen & Johnson 
Gil Mason 
{two to fill) 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 25-28 
Steve Murray 
Bob Douglas 
Doninoff Sis 
The Simpsons 
Kaye & Aldrick 
Chuck Brown 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 25 
Asia Boys 
June Lorraine 
Pansy the Horse 
John Boles 
Howard (1) 25 
Arnett Cobb 
Cat Anderson Ore 
Savannah Churchill 
Step Bros 
JeHyroll & Zuzu 
WOONSOCKET 
Capitol (I) 28 only 
Bill Brown 
The Carrolls 
2 Valors 





Bert Plait 
Finlay Bros 
Valerie Lawson 
Jeanne Goddard 
Josephine Anne 
Harry Sims 
Carol Lane 
Doreen Davies 
Pamela Roye 
Rita Baker 
Yeoman 6 
Campb'll & Rog'r'n 
E Flying Ballet 
Dassie Bros 
Peggy Barnes 
12 Little Olvettes 
CARDIFF 
New Theatre (1) 26 
Sleeping Beauty 
Freddie Forbes 
Nita Croft 
Phil Strictland 
Bert Murray 
Billie Love 
Isobel Marden 
Jill Dunckley 
Leon & Kiki 
Hamilton Robins 
Sidney Trevelyan 
Vilna De Boer 
Hobbs & Globe Gls 
Balmoral 4 
Charles Ancaster 





CHISWICK 
Empire (1) 26 
ry 
| Cinderella 


Beaton's 12 Juves 


Freddie Foss 
Nancy Burne 
Gwyneth-Lascelies 





|Leslie Barker 


Jones & Thomas 
Johnny Cavanagh 
Anne Wheatley 

Alee Harland 
Helen Jutson 
Renee Nichols 





Anthony Gordon 


Pearl Bailey Walter Walters Jr 
Jack Owens Hickory Nuts 
BRITAIN 
BRISTOL Court 4 

Hippodrome (1) 24/|Beam'’s 12 Babes 
Babes in Woods Lawson's Ponies 
Arthur Lucan HACKNEY 
Jean Adrienne Empire (1) 26 


Babes in Woods 
Ernie Lotinga 
Joan Edmondson 
Chris Wortman 
Kenneth Jackson 
D Elphinstone 
Valerie Turner 
Christine Moore 
Storr Bros 
Leo Eno 
Carol Gaye 
Jerry Lane 
Sylviq, Odendaal 
Wizard Prangs 
K Empire Babes 
Ellis Debutantes 
LEICESTER 
Opera House (1) 26 
Humpty Dumpty 
Dugeie Wakefteld 
B Huntley-Wright 
Stan Little 
Doreen Lavender 
Harold Childs 
Roy Jefferies 
Hugh Harden 
Little Jack 
D Harris & Stan 
Biel's 12 Juves 


MANCHESTER 
Hip me (I) 20 
Good: Shoes 


Ronald Frankau 
Sonny Jenks 
Jack Stanford 
Joan Davies 


Joy Haden 
Smeddie Bros 
SHEP’RDS BUSH 


Borrah Minevitch 
Harmonica Rascals 
Johnny Puleo 
Barr & Co 
Newman Twins 
Eddy Bayes 

Paul Roach 

Sylvia Royan 





B&H Nicol 


Roper & Maisie 


Hamilton & Vassie 
Lorraine 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (1) 26 
Chuck Aladdin 
Freddie Frinton 
Pat Taylor 
Johnson Clark 
Gwen Hayes 
Billy Nelson 


Chuck O'Neil 
Harold Gibson 
Nick Tanner 
David Banner 
Gwenda Grayson 
Ella Drury 
Erica York 

Pim & Win 
Spence Davies 
Beams 12 Babes 











Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 
Blue Angel 
Amanda Laine 
Kaye Ballard 
Pearl Bailey 
Jay Marshall 
Hal Cooke 
Three Flames 
Carnival 
George Jessel 
Elsa & Waldo 
Graham Sis 
Luba Malina 
Ray Jacquemot 
| Chas Irwin 
Chas Blackman Or 
Gao Ore 
Cafe Societ 
(Downtown 
Rose Murphy 
| Alan Melvin 
| Dorothy Jarnace 
| Hope Foye 
|Diamond Horseshoe 
|} Mata & Hari 
i}Choral Octtet 
Orch 
Juenger Ballet 
El Chico 
F Del Monte 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Harem 
Martha Raye 
Beatrice Kraft Ders 
B Yost Guardsmen 
Frances Faye 
Elisa Jayne 
John Elliot 
Paul Remos 
Mack Triplets 
Nevada Smith 
Fausto Curbello O 
Art Roman O 
Hotel Edison 
Tommy Reed Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Phyllis Grey 
Wilson & Hosley 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Highlights 
Belmont-Plaza 
Romo Vincent 
Jon Laurenz 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 

Havana-Madrid 
Noro Morales Ore 
Bobby Capo 
Joaquin Garay 
Pann Merryman 
Sacasas Ore 

Iceland 
Lynn Allison 
Tiny Clark 
Lou Menschel 
Martin Line 
Blimpy Blank Ore 


China Doll 
Ming & Ling 
Wong Sis 
Laurie Long 
Beairice Fung Oye 
H Curbello Ore 
Jack Prase Ore 

Copacabana 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Jet MacDonald 
Mary Healy 
Blair & Dean 
Ray Arnet 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alvarez O 

La Martinique 
Jan Murray 
Miguelito Valdes 
Ralph Font Ore 
T & P Rodriques 
Ann Triola 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Mayo Bros 
Marion Manners 
Roy Davis 
Rita Lopez 
Wally Dean 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumanias 
Sadie Banks 
Joey Dean 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

Essex House 
Erwin Kent Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Harvey Stone 
Campagnons 
Georgie Tapps 
Smith Sis 
Patricia Adair 





C & T Vaidez 


a 





PARK and 


“A Meledy 





NOW — Sophie Tucker Show 
BAL TABARIN 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


CLIFFORD 


in Motion” 








Taylor Line 
Castillanos Ore 
Eddie Stone Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Tom Grant Ore 


Hotel Commodore 
Sonny Dunham 
Mel Torme 


Hotel Lexington 
Alomas Hawaiians 
Hotel New Yorker 
Larry Clinton O 
Marshal Beard 
Phil Romayne 
Terry Brent 

Jay Martin 

Helen Lee 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
Chas Spivak Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
Landre & Verna 
Chas Reader Ore 
G Ray Terrell 
Van Smith Ore 


Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo O 
Hotel St Moritz 
Edo Lubich Orc 
Hotel St Regis 
Raye & Naldi 
Nype & Cote 
Rolly Rolls 
Andre Andree & 
Bonnie 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Ted Straeter Ore 
J Guarneri 3 


Howard Brooks 
Shirley White 
T & J Mahoney 
Chez Paree 
Marty Gould Ore 
Kitty Kallen 
Martin & Lewia 
Betty Bruce 
Paul Sydell 
Hotel Blackstone 
Ray Morton Ore 
Victor Borge 


Hotel Bismark 
Pierre Cartier 

Benne Delson O 
The Stewarts (4) 
Tony DiPardo Ore 
Maurice & Maryea 


He 
George Gobel 
Bill Chandler Ore 
Patti Page 
Phil D’Arey 


H Edgewater Beach 


Gueneth Omeron 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 


Ri 
Billy Vine 
Jan Bart 
Demar & Denise 
Betty Jane Smith 
Tony Bavaar 
Catalino Ore 
Ruban Blea 
Sonia Cortis 
Connie Sawyer 
Jean Palmer 
Normann Paris 8 
Wally Blacker 


Spivy’s 
Spivy 


Thelma Carpenter 
Garland Wilson 


Versailles 
Ilona Massey 

Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Piute Pete 

Toni Palmer 

Lou Appareti 
MacArthurs 
Ranch Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Irwin Corey 

Lee Wiley 

Max Kaminsky 8 
Don Frye 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Carlos Ramirez 
Estelle Sloan 

Nat Brandwynne © 
Misha Borr Ore 


Blackhawk Preston Lambert 
Phil Levant Marian Fedele 
Ray Olsen Song Stylists (4) 


D Hild Daners (12) 

Hotel Sherman 
Nellie Luteher 
Marty Hogan 
Jose Melis Ore 
Jeanne Williams 
Carl Marx 


Latin Quarter 
Lenny Kent 
June Richmond 
Latin Lovelies (12) 
Buddy Shaw Ore 
Lick Hyde 
Vilma Sherry 

Paimer House 
Phil Regan 
Murray Arnold Or 
Andrea Adagio Trie 
Rudy Cardenas 

Hotel Stevens 
Orin Tucker Ore 
Prof Lamberti 
Marcella Gould 





George Olsen Ore 
Sharkey the Seal 
Les Canova (2) 





E & J Slack 
Scotee Marsh 
Sensationalists (8) 
Boulevar-dears 
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Loew's State Vaude 


Gives Dying Gasp; 


N. Y. Theatre Goes Straight Films 


By NAT KAHN . 


Loew’s State vaudeville, aged 26, 
died this week in New York of a 
lingering illness. Death was caused 
by boxoffice anemia and female 
acrobats with muscles. 


Survivors include stars of the 
theatre, screen and radio. 
Last stronghold of - vaudeville, 


Loew's State, this week goes straight 
pictures after a 26-year career that 
started Aug. 29, 1921, when Marcus 
Loew opened the theatre amid con- 
siderable fanfare. “The last show 
closed last night (Tuesday). 

In what is reasonably close to its 
best tradition as a vauder, the State 
has for its final bill one that would 
do justice to any attempt by the 
Loew management to bring vaude 
back for another try. The current 
layout is headed by Jack Carter, 
young comedian; Dave Apollon, still 
a crack performer with his mandolin 
and comedy, plus Molly Picon with 
her character studies. For added 
measure there are such lesser acts 
as Jack and Charlie Brick, who open 
with their bouncing on the tram- 
poline; George Andre Martin, who 
manipulates his fingers in various 
impressions of the dance; Harold and 
Lola, with their novelty dance turn. 
Plus Louis Basil and the house orch. 


Molly Picon remains a facile per- 
former, whether it’s on the Yiddish 
rostrum, where she was the top 
comedienne for so many years, Or in 
the English idiom. Miss Picon has 
long since adjusted ‘herself to both 
mediums and whatever the audience 
she can still hold ’em with her char- 





acter delineations. However, that 
business of using Yiddish terms could 
be dispensed with. There’s no need 
for it, however little she does use it 
to win Yiddish-Americans in her au- 
dience. 

Dave Apollon, wha, as he says, 
gave his Fipipinos their independ- 
ence some time ago, now uses two 
gals in the act, LaVerne Gustafson 
at the piano and Lois Bannerman, 
harpist, with Apollon, of course, 
tinkling the mandolin in his usually 
great style. He not only remains a 
sock instrumentalist, but imparts a 
sense of the comedy values that has 
long since stamped him as one of the 

reats of vaudeville. Or what used 

be vaudeville. 


Carter, recently out of the Broad- 
way GI revue, “Call Me Mister,” in 
which he had the comedy lead, con- 
tinues to expand with his almost- 
encyclopedic memory and. pacing. 
He's on next-to-closing, and it’s un- 
likely anything could follow him, 
though Harold & Lela, interpretative 
dancers, try without much success. 

Opening the show are Jack and 
Charlie Brick, with their standard, 
always good trampolining. Then 
comes George Andre Martin with his 
novel and highly entertaining turn 
of using his fingers to interpret the 
various dance forms. 

That’s it. That's the payoff. The 
Friars’ cardroom is going to be more 
popular than ever now. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 18. 
Gautier’s. Bricklayers, Shavo Sher- 
man, Wilkie & Dare, Nelson Sisters 
(2), Carl Sands’ House Orch; 
“Wyoming” (Rep). 








- Pre-Xmas bill headlines Leonard 
Gautier’s dog act te draw vacation- 
ing scheolkids. If the old man goes 
with Junior he'll get a kick out of 
the Nelson Sisters’ acro routines on 
the high bar. Femmes, clad in red- 
sequined panties and halters, are 
— to look at even while taking 
ws. Prime item has the lowermost 
gal doing a whirlwind spin while 
suspended neck-to-neck from her 
rtner. Team's body catches get a 
risk response and there’s a dividend 
of applause for their pinwheel 
closer. 


Wilkie and Dare’s standard comic 
terping is followed by Shavo Sher- 
man in imitations well worn but 
highly serviceable. Song intro, 
“He’s Funny That Way,” is directed 


to a hanky rabbit that gets imme- | 


diate attention. Gallery of celebs, 
sharpened by hats and other props, 
includes Ted Lewis, Stan Laurel and 
Al Jolson. Putty-nosed Jimmy Du- 
rante and hunched, ogling Groucho 
Marx draw firm hands. 


Gautier’s evergreen dog act Opens 
with overalled canines hopping in 
for brief masonry chores and exiting 
by way of a tavern door. Knockout 
by falling cement sacks brings Gau- 
tier on stage as Good Samaritan, 
comforting black-clad spouse of flat- 
tened dog. Latter is revived by a 
sniff from the flask of a tipsy by- 

asser and bit ends with an ambu- 

nce departure. Act closes with 
dogs leaping from swinging plat- 
forms. 

Carl Sands’ Orch backs ably 
throughout. Plugging of a new song 
about Chi, with a community sing 
pitch, gets nowhere after three tries 
and can’t be classified as entertain- 
ment. Baxt. 











State’s Opening Bill 
(Week of Aug. 29, 1921) 

Harry & Anna Scranton 
Santley & Harris 
Lew Cooper 

Paisley Noon Revue 

Meyers & Hanford 
Casting Carrs 





State’s Closing Bill 
(Week of Dec. 18, 1947) 

Jack & Charlie Brick 
George Andre Martin 

Molly Picon 

Dave Apollon Co, (3) 

Jack Carter 

Harold & Lola 








Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Dec. 19. 
Stroud Twins, Nancy Donovan, 
Jan Latin, Corday & Triano; “Wyom- 
ing” (Rep). 


Capitol is headlining the Stroud 
Twins, of Vaughn Monroe radio 
fame, in a futile effort to lure cus- 
tomers in from their shopping tours. 
Pair of comics does okay with what 
payees there are, but need the 
warmth and response of a full house 
for a gag to register, so it’s hard to 
tell how well they might do. Other- 
wise, layout is strictly ho-hum, and 
gets that kind of return. 

The Strouds stick fairly closely— 
too much so, in fact—to their radio 
routine. Gags are thin. With better 
material, pattern of team’s comedy 
should click. As on the air, the 
hefty brother stooges to his dead- 
pan twin. There's plenty of double 
entendre, and that gets the laughs. 
There’s some neat terpiing of the 
buck and wing variety-for the finale. 

Nancy Donovan, dazzling looking 
chantoosey, registers pleasantly, but 
she too suffers from the wide open 
spaces in the auditorium. Sticks to 
pop tunes—“Dance Ballerina,” “A 
Small Cafe,” “Mam’selle” etc.—and 
handles them straight, in a simple 
wholesome manner that impressed 
as a pleasant departure from the 
current sultry school. 

Corady & Triano have the usual 
sleek, sophisticated terp act common 
to “dance stylists.” Terping is unin- 
spired throughout, with few mo- 
ments. of top technique. Nicest bit is 
a pantomine version of “Oh What 
a Beautiful Morning.” ; 

Jan Latin, working with cylinders 
of various shapes,-makes some very 
tricky balancing stunts look con- 
vincingly simple. Lowe. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 19. 
Edith Fellows, Georgia Kaye, 4 
Canton Bros., Reiss Bros., Gonzalez 
Sisters, Modelettes, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “Escape Me Never” (WB). 





Annual Xmas is an in and out 
affair which could have stood plenty 
of trimming in the overlong Yule- 
tide opening, with the regular vaude 
standard stuff. 

Idea behind the opener was a good 
one, but the narration got in the 
way. Setting was colorful and in 
keeping with the holiday. Best spot 
was the utilization of the dancin 
doll idea with the Modelettes, loca 
line, featured. 

Edith Fellows, the grow-up film 
personality racks up healthy palm- 
ing with her song sesh in the top- 
liner spot. Voice is projected nicely, 
with light ballads accented. Wraps 
up with “Ave Maria.” 

Canton brothers almost walk away 
with top honors, Chinese balancers 
earn steady gasps and mitts with 
control work and lifts. Routings are 
new and tricks fresh. 

Georgie Kaye holds comedy slot, 
with an intelligent approach, to add 
'up as a smart, albeit, sometimes 
' above the aud’s heads, comedian. 
Best of his satirizings jis the psychi- 
atrist sequence, which comes. off as 
sock foolery. 

Reiss brothers purvey a song- 
comedy stint that went off in so-so 
fashion. Gonzales sisters and troupe 
| of dogs turn in the standard pooch 

tricks and cuties. good enough for 
| the kid patronage. Les Rhode and 
| house orch played spottily for the 
proceedings. Lary. 


Golden Gate, 8S. F. 
San Francisco, Dec. 17. 
Schaller Bros., Guy Cherney, 
Straw Hatters, Johnny O'Brien, 
Lolita & Ardo, Bud Moore’s House 
Orch (14). 











Accent is on youth in this week’s 
Goiden Gate bil. Three of the five 
aets have “Made in Frisco” labels in- 
cluding the Straw Hatters, a group 
of recent University of California 
amateurs turned professional, who 
provide a _ pins-and-needleish me- 
lange. 

Show opens with the adept Schal- 
ler brothers in a trampoline act that 
garners a big slice of approval. Their 
juggling items and head-balancing is 





solid and scores re 
First among the localites is Johnny 


O’Brien, with harmonica offerings 
arnished with clever patter. Wil- 
iam Tell overture and railroad nov- 
elty on mouthorgan go over nicely 
and gags, mostly corny, are adequate, 
Dance team of Lolita and Ardo 
follows. Trio of routines, along 
traditional lines, consists of a tango, 


closer which. gets nice returns. 
Best of bill is Guy Cherney, local 
song stylist, opening with “Stanley 
Steamer,” which draws hefty re- 
sponse, then “How Soon,” medley of 
“Peg o' My Heart,” “April Showers 
and “White Christmas,” with inter- 
polation of “Silent Night.” -Cherney 
has an easy singing style plus in- 
gratiating manner that holds audi- 
ence all the way. 

The Straw Hatters, a troupe of 13 
quasi-professionals (not helped too 
much by inadequate presentation», 
lag in spite of earnest effort. In the 
troupe are several youngsters whe 
have undeniable talent, especially 
Maurice Engleman, David Fulmer 
and Gordon Cannell, among the boys, 
and Carole Brumm among the girls, 
but all have a considerable way to 
go before they smooth off their 
scholastic roughspots. In the hands 
of a competent director, the troupe 
could develop into a showmanlike 
outfit. For the: present The Straw 
Hatters are minor leaguers, Ted. 


Chieage, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Gordon MacRae, Johnny Morgan, 
Lebrac & Bernice, Bunin Puppets 
(2), Lou Breese Orch; “Moss Rose” 
(20th). 





While current bill is light on 
names, entertainment value is high. 
Show is swiftly paced with no let- 
downs. 

Lebrac and Bernice open with 
their tricks atop 18-foot unicycle. 


neat and fancy juggling aloft. Duo 
gets laughs with their sky-high an- 
tics and finale with rapid whirling 
aboard one bike. Band number of 
the week, “Malageuna,” gets the 
heavy drum treatment of Charlie 
Wagner for boff ending. 


Bunin Puppeteers have a novel 
twist with their takeoff of night 
club actors. Instead of the usual 
Xmas Punch and Judy routine, they 
present an Apache dance to end all 
Apache dances with smash-bang 
shooting and slapping.' Next puppet 
is a magician who has trouble mak- 
ing things appear and disappear 
while aud laughs at his errors. Jit- 
terbug team, hurled over each 
other’s shoulders, winds up the ses- 
sion. 

Johnny Morgan has brushed up 
his joke book for nifty payoff from 
the payees. After fooling around a 
bit with a flute, youngster brings 
out the belly whoppers with his im- 
pression of a used car salesman in 
1937 and in 1947. Wearing a 20- 
gallon sombrero, Morgan kicks 
“Managua Nicaragua” zround, Comic 
retains his sock hamming of a sym- 
phony conductor for closing. 

Gordon MacRae, newest of the 
crooner crop, makes a stsong im- 
pression in his first appearance here 
as a single. Handsome singer gets 
the ahs from the femme contingent 
with his opener, “Near You” and 
repeats with “So Far” from “Al- 
legro.” He changes pace with 
“Body and Soul.” Winds with 
‘Christmas Song” and “Freedom 


Train” for happy returns and beg- 
off. Zabe. 





RKO, Boston 


; ‘Boston, Dec. 19. 
Lewis & Van, 3 Rays, Bob Evans & 
Jerry, Lester Cole & Debs (6), Larry 
Flint House Orch; “Jezebel” (WB) 

and “Slight Case of Murder” (WB). 





For its pre-Christmas package, 
RKO hit the bottom with this lay- 
out. Acts, mostly standard, are okay, 
but nothing for marquee appeal. 

Starts off with Lewis and Van in 
routine taps. Do the step act, etc., 
and don’t achieve very much in the 
way of getting the show off the 
ground. Next are the Three Rays, 
three capable gals, who tumble and 
do fast knockabout, hitting a new 
|high in batting each other around. 

Bob Evans with Jerry, neat ventro 
act, garner the best applause with 
better than average chatter winding 
up with an okay vocal. Lester Cole 
and debs, consisting of five vocalists, 
pull the weirdest musical act seen 
around here in some time. Fail to 
register. Biz terrible. Elie. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Earl Bostic Orch (14) with Baby 
Dee, 3 Johnnies, Whirlwinds (4), Jig- 
saw Jackson, Pigmeat Markham & 
Co. (4); “Face of Marble” (Mono). 


The Apollo comes up with a neat 
Christmas package of sepia enter- 
tainment, sparked by Ear! Bostic’s 
solid combo, which gives out on solid 
beat the blarey me tunes in a man- 
ner that’s practically a must with 


their audience. He consequently 


| Mops up. 


The holiday motif gets a good start 
with the “White Christmas” opener 
in muted tempo, with band behind 
scrim curtain. Snow flurry effects 
and Santa in sled are projected to 
give number a nice lift. Band then 


goes all out on a sizzler, “Wild Man,” 
which has the joint jumpin’. Other 





numbers, which give the sidemen 
plenty spotlighting are slick arrange- 


a fan waltz, and flash lift-whirl as} 


Crowd gasps as Lebrac does some 


j 
iments of 





Loew Booker Reviews State's 


Editor, VARIETY: 
Got a terrific kick when asked 
State. 


Finale 


to review the last show at Loew’s 


Couldn’t help but think what Sime, Con, Jolo and the other 
swell VaRieTY muggs who passed on, and also guys like Bige, Scho 


and those other fellows who are still with us, but not with you, might 
think of a usurper doing what they did so well. 
Guess the wisenheimers were right that long ago night of Aug. 29, 


1921, when they walked out of the 


theatre, after the opening perform- 


ance and said, “Vaudeville cannot last because the house is too big 
and the acoustics are bad” and other kindred remarks. They were 


right, alright—but it took 26 years 
May 


for them to be proven so. 


have looked at the opening performance of the last show 


through prejudiced eyes, but really think we came up with a swell 
show for the State theatre’s swan song. From beginning to end it was 
a Booker’s dream—a show that looked well on paper and played just 


that way. 


Opener—Jack & Charlie Brick, two-man comedy trampoline act. New 


to the east but who have been pi 
Camp Shows overseas for the last 
start. Well received. 

Deuce spot holds George Andre 


appearance on Broadway in 11 years. 


aying in the far west and for USO 
five years and gave the show a fast 


Martin making his first vaudeville 
(He just closed a limited en- 


gagement with Edith Piaf’s “Continental Varieties at the Playhouse 


theatre.) Martin uses his dressed 


up digits with a great deal of dex- 


terity to form picturesque dancing for nimble finger hoofery to very 


good results. 


In the trey Molly Picon is her usual big hit. 


She has been a Loew’s 


State favorite for a great many years. 

Dave Apollon in No. 4 doing the act he has been doing in the class 
hotels and niteries for the past season. This is his first appearance on 
the stage with this vehicle and the results he garnered were the same 


that he always received with his 


Filipinos and the comedy and is doing a straight musical act. 


former acts. He has diccarded the 


Dave, 


of course, playing the mandolin; La Verne Gustafson at the piano; and 
Lois Bannerman at the harp. Both girls are swell lookers. 
Next-to-closing has Jack Carter, one of the very few really good 


comics developed during the war 


while in the Army. His rapidfire 


chatter and comedy impersonations gathered big laughs, resulting in 


a real smash hit. 


Closing is Harold & Lola, standard adagio novelty snake dancers, 


who have been around for a long time. 


in a very tough spot. 


They close the show very well 


As the curtains closed on the final act I got a funny feeling in the 


pit of my stomach. As I sat there 


with Marvin Schenck I kept think- 


ing that Jake Lubin should have been there with us to see the curtain 


come down. 


I guess I should wax sentimental but I would rather not, and just 


say, although it. was a lot of hard 
task booking the shows, 


work, it certainly was a gratifying 
Pier 


(Sidney H. Piermont). 








“Mop Up” and “Bostic 
Rhumboogie,” which sets them for 
sock returns. Instrumentation com- 
prises three rhythm, five saxes (in- 
cluding Bostic on tenor sax), three 
trumpets and three trombones. Baby 
Dee, songstress, does neatly on vocals 
of “I'm Your Fool Again” and “I 
Want-a Mad Cat.” 


Spacing the band numbers are the 
Whirlwinds, ofay mixed quartet in 
clever rollerskating act; Jigsaw Jack- 
son in his acro-centortion dancing, 
and the Three Johnnies (New Acts). 
Then, too, there’s Pigmeat Markham 
& Co., house comics, who wham them 
in a Harlem switch on “Irish J —. 

ba. 





Briefs From Lots 


Continwed from page 7 





|S 


Productions, headed by Jack Chertok 
and Dave Sebastian, bought “Hill of 
the Hawk,” a novel by Scott O’Dell. 


“Deep Water” at 20th-Fox was 


changed to “Deep Waters,” and “This, 


Is the Moment” became “That Lady 
in Ermine.” ,. . Lillian Yarbe drew 
a singing role in 
Judy” at Metro ... Susan Hayward 
will co-star with Rebert Montgomery 
in “The Saxon Charm” at Universale 
International ... Stephen Auer will 
produce “Reccil” at Republic, start- 
ing Dec. 26 with George Blair di- 
recting ... Guy Kingsford drew a 
key role in “Port Said” at Columbia 
. .- Derothy Malone gets a featured 
part in “One Sunday Afternoon” at 
Warners . .. Dan Seymour signed 
for a heavy role in “Key Largo” at 
Warners ... Regis Toomey, Robert 
Armstrong and Ben Johnson play 
top male roles in Arko’s “Mr. Joseph 
Young of Africa.” 

Wallace MacDonald is lining up 
three pictures, “Rusty’s Birthday,” 
“Annapolis” and “Rusty Pays a 
Debt,” for his production program at 
Columbia . . . Lewis Rachmil shifts 
temporarily to Edward Golden Pro- 
ductions as executive in charge of 
production on “Texas, Heaven and 
Brooklyn.” .. . Gene Tierney check- 
ed in at 20th-Fox for “The Iron 
Curtain,” her first day of work in 


|eight months, 


Jack Carson, Doris Day and S. Z. 
Sakall draw top roles in “The Gay 
Nineties,” to be made by Michael 
Curtiz Productions for Warners . 
George Reeves signed for a spot in 
“Father’s Day” at Paramount . . 
Monty Shaff and Frank P. Rosenberg 
took an option on Jim Corbett’s new 
book, “The Man-Eating Leopard of 
Rudraprayag.” . . . “Lawless” is the 
final tag on “Coroner Creek” at 
Columbia . . . Chuck Reisner will 
produce and direct “The Cobra 
Strikes,” starting this week at Eagle 
Lion with Sheila Ryan and Frances 
Rafferty as femme leads .. . Regi- 
nald Owen draws the innkeeper role 








in “The Three’ Musketeers” at 


“A Date With 





Metro ... Richard Haydn will di- 
rect “Tatlock Millions,” starting 
March 15 at Paramount. 


| Chaplin-Eisler 


Continued from page 7 











alien” and urged starting of depor- 
tation proceedings. 





‘Verdoux’ Voted the ‘Best’ 

Charles Chaplin’s “Monsieur Ver- 
doux.” which has run a rugged ob- 
stacle course through picket lines, 
junofficial censorship stews, cancella- 
tions from the Loew’s circuit and a 
sloffoff at the b.o., at last saw the 
brighter side when the National 
Board of Review of Motion Pictures 
selected it as the best film of 1947 
on basis of its artistic merit and im- 
portance. It topped a list of 10 pic- 
ures in this category, five of which 
were made overseas. 

In order of their preference after 
“Verdoux” came “Great Expecta- 
tions,” “Shoe Shine,” “Crossfire,” 
“Boomerang,” “Odd Man Out,” 
“Gentleman’s Agreement,” “To Live 
In Peace,” “It’s a Wonderful Life.” 
and “The Overlanders.” 


Michael Redgrave won laurels for 
best actor’s performance in “Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra,” while Celia 
Johnson was named for best actress 
performance in “This Happy Breed.” 

Chosen by the 300 members of the 
outfit’s review committees as the 10 
best films of the year on the basis of 
entertainment were “Great Expecta- 
tions,” “Miracle on 34th Street,” 
“Gentelman’s Agreement,” “Life 
With Father,” “Crossfire,” “Boomer- 
ang.” “The Yearling,” “I Know 
Where I'm Going,” “Kiss of Death” 
and “The Late George Apley,” In 


this category only two non-Holly- 
wood films were named. 










40 Jan. Pix 


Continued from page 7 





— 
International and RKO are also put- 
ting a number of features into work 
in January. 

Among the indies, General Serv- 
‘ice studios will be more active in 
January than at any time in four 


.|months. Lined up for simultaneous 


shooting are Edward Golden’s 


.|“Texas, Heaven and Brooklyn” and 


Samuel Bischoff’s “Pitfall,” in addi- 
tion to “Man-Eaters of Kumaon,” 
currently in work and slated to run 
until the end of January. 

Republic shut down Tuesday (23), 
until Friday (26), with windup of 
“Bold Frontiersman,” but is resum- 
ing with “Recoil.” Charles K. Feld- 
man-Marshall Grant “Moonrise” 
top-budgeter rolls next Monday. By 
end of January studio will have 
iseven films before cameras. 
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|” ‘Oklahoma!’ Gets Its Notice 


“Oklahoma!” was given notice Monday (22) by the Shuberts to exit 
from the St. James, but its record run on Broadway will continue. The 
musical which has earned a fortune in town and on the road, may 


achieve a five-year mark by playing until March 30, "48. 


It was re- 


rted due to move to the larger Broadway theatre, at a reduced 


scale. But the Guild refused to 
st. James. 


recognize the order to vacate the 


When “Oklahoma!” opened in 1943 the scale was $4.80 top, which 
price was maintained continuously, although other musicals at higher 
prices subsequently opened and fared well, but later closed while the 


Theatre Guild’s champ survived. 


. 


Guild was bombed with ouster notices from the Shubert office, de- 
livered by hand, then supplemented by telegrams to Lawrence Langner, 
co-director of the Guild with Theresa Helburn, the show’s general 


manager, and even the company manager. 


Understood the Shuberts 


wished to have “Oklahoma!” out of the St. James for nearly a year 
and early in the fall tried to switch it in favor of “Man and Super- 
man,” currently at the Alvin, but the musical’s grosses topped the stop 


limit of $18,000. 


That is a comparatively low figure as explained 


elsewhere in this department, and while the show was able to operate 


at a profit, the house did not. 


St. James’ weekly statement ending Saturday (20) indicated that the 
show’s gross dropped under the stop limit, the mark being reputedly 


missed by several hundred dollars. 


the house it’s alleged that over 
found in the boxoffice. 


Although there were standees in 
100 lower-floor tickets were later 


They were evidently misplaced. 








Straight Play Houses 





Available. 


But Bway May Have Musical Jam 


Breadway will have a total of 30¢ 


legit shows, starting Monday (29). 
There are some dark theatres, how- 
ever, and while most of the desirable 
houses have shows, it will be the 
first time in many years that all 
available have not been occupied 
during New Year’s week. 

After grosses reached bottom last 
week, there was some doubt whether 
some long-run productions that were 
especially hurt will come _ back 
enough to survive the post holiday 
period. On that basis, probably 
more theatres will become available. 

While no shortage of houses for 
straight shows is expected, there 
may be a jam in booking musicals. 
However, three current song-and- 
dance shows are about through, 
which should solve the problem for 
a similar number of new musicals 
due in January. At least one large 
legiter, the Broadway, now leased 
for pictures, is likely to revert to 
shows. It is currently dark. An- 
other, the Winter Garden, continues 
with films, but is due to revert next 
fall. 

United Artists is paying $5,000 
weekly to the Shuberts for the 
Broadway, but lack of suitable pic- 
tures has forced it to shutter. Under- 
stood UA has made several propos- 
als to the Shuberts to get the house 
off its hands. One is to relinquish 
the house outright and assume half 
the rent for the balance of the lease, 
which runs until September. Coun- 
ter proposition would have the Shu- 
berts give UA the privilege of book- 
ing in a musical legiter ‘prohibited 
in the lease) and split the possible 
profits. 

“Okla!” May Move 

There is talk of moving “Okla- 
homa!,” record run musical at the 
St. James to a larger theatre. The 
Broadway might be the logical spot 
if a switch were made. “Oklahoma!” 
is said to have dropped to the stop 
limit during the Christmas slump. It 
was reported that the Shuberts have 
urged the Theatre Guild to move its 
prize musical several times. Show 
can make a profit at comparatively 
moderate grosses, but the house goes 
into the red at the same levels. Ex- 
plained that since “Oklahoma!” was 
booked into the St. James nearly 
five years ago theatre operating ex- 
benses have increased considerably. 
Stop limit for the musical is $18,000, 
giving the house the right to give 
exit notice if takings-drop beneath 
that figure. The stop limit for mu- 
sicals has since risen to $22,000 in 
most instances. 

Musicals now trying out are “Make 
Mine Manhattan,” “Look Ma I’m 
Dancing” and “Bonanza Bound,” all 
due in after Jan. 1. If another house 
isn't available, the International, at 
Columbus Circle, may get one of the 
trio. Also listed for Broadway in 
January is “Paris Sings Again,” a 
Parisian specialty revue which 
Opens Saturday (27) in Boston. 


Hecht’s ‘Flag’ in Newark 


Ben Hecht’s “A Flag Is Born” is 
ing revived by Abraham Shapiro 
for a four-day run at the Mosque, 





Newark, Starting with the matinee , 


tomorrow (Thurs.). Leads will be 
en by Jonathan Harris, Dora 
Weisman, Harold Gary, Sidney 
met and Thomas Williams. Rose 
ane is narrator. 

MacGregor Gibb staged the 
Pageant, with Isaac van Grove 
batoning. 





OK League Plan 
To ‘Sell’ Legit 


Progress was reported this week 
of the proposed plan to publicize 
legit in and out of town and to pro- 
mote the booking of road shows in 
smaller stands. A similar expansion 
program is being mulled by the ac- 
tor for the purpose of providing 
more employment and it is assumed 
that the playwrights will also join 
when the movement for the promo- 


tion of show business takes more 
definite form. 


It’s also expected that stage unions 
will participate in the campaign, 
which is hoped to produce favorable 
results next season and thereafter. 
If there is combined activity, the 
League of N. Y. theatres, Dramatists 
Guild, Equity, stagehands and musi- 
cians unions may be invited to 
share the cost. It’s probable that 
delegation representative of the the- 
atre as a whole will tour the coun- 
try to confer with regional groups 
of local showmen. 


Report to the League was made 
by a committee headed by Theron 
Bamberger. Fellow managers agreed 
in principle on the move to secure 
cooperation from out-of-town the- 
atre men. League’s campaign may 
precede the suggested combined 
effort, at an estimated cost around 
$20,000 to complete the first phase 
of the drive. Required money will 
probably be raised by the League 
threugh increased dues. 


SEVERAL MUSICALS 
LOOK PROMISING 


There are high expectations for 
several musicals scheduled for late 
winter or early spring presentation 
on Broadway. Foremost among them 


is “Inside U. S. A.,” due to open in 
February. It is figured to be one of 
the season's most expensive produc- 
tions. Another slated for about the 
same time is the musical version of 
“Romance.” 

Arthur Schwartz who will present 
“Uy, S. A.,” has written the score and 
Howard Dietz is doing the lyrics. 
The satirical revue, based on John 
Gunther’s best seller, will have 
sketches by George S. Kaufman, 
Ben Hecht, Don Quinn and Sidney 
Sheldon. Beatrice Lillie and Jack 
Haley are to be starred and Peter 
\Lind Hayes is mentioned for the 
cast. 

“Romance” has been adapted by 
Rowland Leigh from the old Edward 
Sheldon drama, and will have a 
score by Denes Agay. J. J. Shubert 
will produce the show, with Anne 
Jeffreys, who scored in “Street Scene , 
last season, in the leading part. 
Same manager lists “Cocktails Five 
to Seven” and the Shuberts also 
plan a new edition of the “Ziegfeld 
Follies” for the spring. Other musi- 
cal productions listed are “The Rich- 
est Girl in the World,” slated by 
Stanley Gilkey, and a revival of 
“Sally,” planned by Hunt Stromberg, 
I Sr, and William Berney. 








| 
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Brigadoon’ Claim 

Claim of Earl Crooker against 
Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick 
Loewe, writers of “Brigadoon,” cur- 
rent Broadway musical hit, has been 
settled out of court. Sum mentioned 
is “in excess of’ $5,000. Crooker, a 
songwriter and sephew of former 
musical star Blanche Ring, was a 
collaborator of Loewe on various 
musical projects some years ago. 

Crooker and Loewe wrote a mu- 
sical before the war with a theme 
reportedly similar to that of the 
plot of “Brigadoon.” However, the 
setting of the piece was Spain. Al- 
though no “plagiarism” charge was 
involved, according to Loewe’s at- 
torney, William Fitelson, Crooker’s 
“dispute” was settled “for a nuisance 
sum.” The “Brigadoon” authors ac- 
quired a Crooker story property in 


the process and thus settled any 
claims. 


‘Red Mill,’ With 256 Nut, 
Finds Touring Tough 
Despite Big B’way Rep 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 
Depths to which the road has 


























fallen for legit is exemplified anew 
by the tough sledding being encoun- 
tered by “The Red Mill.” Boasting 
the prestige of a two-year Broadway 
run and getting critics and patrons’ 
enthusiastic praise, the musical is 
having a tough career on tour. 

Despite its merits, reputation and 
fine reception, the show, which just 
finished a week’s run here, has gen- 
erally been losing money on tour. 
There have been a few exceptional 
stands. Trouble, of course, is mainly 
high operating costs for touring pro- 
ductions. 

On the road, the “Red Mill” must 
gross $25,000 to keep out of red. 
On the $26,000 garnered at $3.60 top 
here the week before Christmas it 
did little more than break even. 

The premature closing of two 
other road shows, “All My Sons” and 
“Another Part of Forest,” both 
Broadway hits, both of which were 
set for the Lyceum here as part of 
Theatre Guild subscription season, 
may make impossible the delivery of 
promised number of shows for sub- 
scribers. Thus far there has been 
only one, “The Fatal Weakness.” 

With the closing, too, of the road 
production of “Call Me Mister,” still 
another smash New York success, 
an additional Lyceum booking is off 


/and what promised to be a big legit- 


imate season locally is petering out. 





TODDS’ KID BENEFIT 


The Christmas show at the 
Irvington House, a retreat for chil- 
dren with cardiac afflictions, will be 
produced by Michael Todd and 
emceed by his wife, Joan Blondell. 
The Todds recently moved in the 
neighborhood of the home located 
on Irvington-on-Hudson, N. Y. 
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Managers Okay Approved First 
Night Press, Sans Penalty Clause 





‘Annie,’ in 5th Month, 
May Set Aussie Record 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” now be- 
ing presented in Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia, by J. C. Williamson Theatres, 
is reported the legit sensation of the 
decade there. Frank Tait, William- 
|sen head now in New York, figured 
| the musical for six-month run at 
| most. Show is now in its fifth month 
land is doing so well it’s expected to 
play a full year. 





land, for an expected run of over 
three years altogether. No show has 
done that Down Under in recent 
times, “Kiss and Tell” setting a mark 
last season when it ran a year. 


Prizes Don't Help 
Scripts: Golden 








gram over WNBC, N. Y., remarked 


Observing that unless 


authors. 
ever, he said he has little faith in 
financial grants as a means of devel- 
oping new playwrights. 

Cash prizes for playwrighting of- 
fered to students at N. Y. colleges 
last year were unproductive, and no 
further efforts in that direction are 
planned. Several years ago Golden 
donated $5,000 for dramatist fellow- 
ships, and the Rockefellers put up 
$25,000 for the same purpose (though 
the major part of the latter amount 
was never used, and was later re- 
turned). The producer referred to 
Betty Smith as one of the fellow- 
ship recipients, but noted that her 
principal creation was a novel, “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” subse- 
quently made into a film. 

Although Golden didn’t mention it, 
Tennessee Williams was another fel- 
lowship winner, and has since turned 
out the 1944-45 Critics Prize drama, 
“The Glass Menagerie,” and the cur- 
rent smash, “A Streetcar Named 
Desire.” Other fellowship recipients 
included George Corey, now a Hol- 
lywood scenarist, and Stanley Young, 
who su uently wrote several 
novels and is now a magazine editor. 
Robert Ardrey, who received the 
Sidney Howard memorial award sev- 
eral seasons ago, is now a _ top- 
bracket film writer, but has con- 
tinued to turn out plays and a novel. 
The Texas Univ, drama depart- 
ment is seeking an original play by 
an off-the-campus playwright for 
production there next spring, It will 
pay the author a sum to cover the 
trip to Austin and living expenses 
during rehearsals. 


Richard Skinner Will 
Co-Produce Olney, Md. 


Washington, Dec. 73. 
Richard Skinner will be co-pro- 
ducer, with Redge Allen and Evelyn 
Freyman, of the Olney theatre, 
Olney, Md., next summer. He'll also 


act as general manager of the straw- 
hat, which is situated about 10 
miles from Washington. Miss Frey- 
man and Allen have been operating 
the strawhat the last two summers, 
but have other full-time D. C. jobs. 
She’s a radio actress and prez of 
Washington local of AFRA and he’s 
an announcer at WTOP, local CBS 
station. 


The Olney was built for Steve 
Cochran, who operated it before the 
war. It was closed during the war. 
Huse will be extensively remodeled 
this winter, front and back, with 
stage enlarged, and seating increased 
to 600. Skinner will open it May 28 
for a 15-week season, using a resi- 
dent company and a guest star pol- 
icy, presenting Broadway revivals. 
Skinner has been general mana- 
ger of the Bucks County theatre at 
New Hope, Pa., for several seasons 
and was previously manager and 
oroducer of several other leading 
strawhats. He has also been a 
Proadway producer and manager. 














Musical then goes to Sydney, | 
where it's figured to run another | 
year. It will then tour several 


smaller cities,and some in New Zea- | 


John Golden, guesting recently on | 
the Mary Margaret McBride pro-| 


on the relatively few playwrights in | 
the theatre and the excess of actors. | 
there are | 
dramatists to write plays for them, | 
the actors have nothing to act, the | 
veteran producer told about his ef- | 
forts in the past to encourage young | 
From his experience, how- | 


+ Broadway managers ratified last 


!Friday (19) an “approved” first. 
| night press list for members of the 
| League of N. Y. theatres. A drastic- 
ally reduced list originally sched- 
uled had provoked widespread criti- 
cism and the board then conferred 
with a committee of press agents. 
The latter reeommended that the 
proposed ducat schedule be ex- 
panded. At Friday's meeting it was 
made additionally elastic. 

Brock Pemberton, president ef the 
| League, proposed that eight extra 
| pairs of tickets, instead of five. be 
allotted to preducers, to be distrib- 
uted at their discretion, to permit 
} extra premiere coverage, if desired. 
Proposal was accepted and the ap- 
proved list was therefore revised 
again. 

List new totals 51 pairs, or 102 
tickets instead of 96. Before the 
press list was pared down, some 
managers distributed upward ef 70 
pairs and producers contended that 
a cold segment in the audience was 
thereby created. Approved list does 
not include radio commentators, but 
producers may now invite them to 
first nights, having the additional 
tickets for that purpose. 

The original “approved” first-night 
list, suddenly sprung on the man- 
agers last month, had a total of only 
34 pairs, or 68 tickets. Managers 
| were asked to sign a drastic pledge 
of compliance. One clause stipu- 
lated that if the pledge were “vio- 
lated,” the signatory agreed to sub- 
mit to any ruling by the League’s 
| board that was “deemed reasonable 
and appropriate.” 

Some showmen signed, but others 
declared they would not willingly 
give the board power to mete out 
unlimited, undefined penalties. Con- 
servative managers conceded that 
the “press list had been too hastily 
|devised and pledges wer automatic- 
| ally cancelled. However, managers 
have been asked to sign a pledge to 
adhere to the revised press list “so 





| 








| 


long as the same is maintained in 
force by the League.” But the 
punishment threat has been deleted. 


Year-Old ‘Burlesque, 
Still in Red, To Tour 
With New Financing 


The current revival of “Burlesque” 
is the latest Breadway show to play 
a long run but fail to earn back the 








original production cost. The play 


| was not exceptionally expensive to 


| 


put on, costing about $54,000. But 
after a year’s run at the Belasco, 
N. Y., it is still considerably in the 
red. Although business has declined 
of late, it’s understood that there is 
an undistributed operating surplus, 
which if paid to the backers would 
bring the return up to three-fifths of 


/ the original investment. 


Show is booked for a three-month 
tour, but some of the backers oppose 
taking it on the road. However, Jean 
Dalrymple, the producer, figures it 
will prebably be a money maker 
out-of-town on the strength of the 
Broadway run. She plans paying 
their share of the surplus te those 
who want out, and going ahead with 
the tour with other financial support. 

Despite favorable reviews and 
good business, “Burlesque” was 
hooked up teo high, and could just 
about break at a gross of $19,000 
weekly. Bert Lahr, the star, origin- 
ally received 15% of the gross, while 
Jean Parker, featured until last 
summer, was paid $1,000. She re- 
fused a salary cut, but Lahr entered 
into a new contract for modified 
terms and the supporting players 
agreed to a salary slice when the 
gross dropped under $14,000. 

Arthur Hopkins staged the revival, 
but relinquished claim for remuner- 
ation for the job. However he con- 
tinued to get authorship royalties. 
Show did fairly well on that basis 
until the pre-holiday slump started. 

“Burlesque,” which reaches the 
one-year-run mark tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Belasco, will close 
there Jan. 12 and open Jan. 12 at 
the Locust St., Philadelphia, for two 
weeks. Present principals will stay 
with the show on tour, including 
Bert Lahr, Fay Mackenzie, Gail Gar- 
ber, Bobby Barry, Charles Martin 
and Ross Hertz. 

Show will work its way to Chi- 
cago, to open Feb. 22 at the Erlanger 
for a run. Lahr can remain with 
the revival only three more months, 
having signed to star in a new edi- 
tion of the “Ziegfeld Follies,” due 





late next spring. 
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_ ing artists of all managements. This 





Concert 


Biz in Canada 25%, Off: 


Too Many Dates, Too Few Halls 





The longhair concert biz in Can-* 


@da thus far this year is off 25% 
from last season. Furthermore, 
there’s little prospect of improve- 


ment, according to Nicolas Kou- 
driavtzeff, concert manager and 
booker. 

Two factors, he says, are the 


cause, One is a general slump in 
business and spending everywhere. 
The other is too many coneert book- 
ings in Canada. It isn’t unusual, he 
says, for three major recitals to be 
held, under different managements, 
in Toronto. the same night. Similar 
crowded bookings obtain in other 
cities. 





Conditions in the pop and light 
classical concert field are a little | 
better than the classical, but still not | 
good. Koudriavtzeff booked Luci-; 
enne Boyer for 12 concerts last fall | 
through Quebec and Ontario prov- 
inces. At a $10,000 guarantee, he lost 
a little money on the series. Last 
time she appeared, in 1936, she sold 
out. This time, tLe halls were two- 
thirds full. The manager thinks she 
was away too long. The same thing 
applied to Fritz Kreisler three years 
ago. Twelve years before he had 

old out, but not on his last visit. 
he gap in visits was too long. 

Business is dull right now be- 
cause the pre-Christmas lull is usu- 
ally worse in Canada than the U. S. 
Lull lasts from Dec. 10 to Jan. 10, 
with customers’ money spent else- 
where, Strong church influence is 
also a factor. 

Koudriavizeff is prez of American- 
Canadian Concerts & Artists, Inc., 
N. Y., and its Canadian branch, 
Canadian Concerts & Artists Corp. 
Both concerns manage talent. In 
addition, Koudriavtzeff is a local man- 
ager in Montreal, booking annual 
series of concerts in Tororgto, Mon- 
treal, Quebec and other cities, utiliz- 


ear’s Toronto series, for instance, 
cludes Lily Pons, Zino Frances- 
catti, the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, Ella Goldstein, the Detroit 
Symphony and Richard Tauber. 
Miss Pons and Miss Goldstein, the 
latter a young Palestinian pianist, 
have already appeared. Koudriavt- 
zeff about broke even on both, Miss 


Tauber Illness Nixes 
Tour; He’s in England 


Richard Tauber’s illness has 
caused cancellation and realignment 
of 30 scheduled recitals in the U. S. 
and Canada. Coppicus & Schang 
division of Columbia Concerts had 
booked them for the Viennese tenor. 
Signer was to have opened his tour 
Jan. 20 in Philadelphia and worked 
his way west, prior to appearances 
in Honolulu and Australia next May. 

Although he’s recovered from a 
lung operation, with voice reported 
unimpaired, Tauber’s stamina is 
down and he’s unable to tour. He's 
convalescing in England. Colum- 
bia is replacing him with others of 
its artists where able, but is losing 
commissions, of course, when local 
managers demand replacements with 
some else’s artists. 


Le Galliene Tour 
For ART Revival 


Eva Le Gallienne will appear in 
“Hedda Gabbler” and “Ghosts” on 
the road this winter and probably 
Broadway in the spring, but not 
under the eagis of the American 
Repertory Co. Louis J. Singer will 
present the star under a corporate 
setup called the Isben Repertory 
Co., in which it is understood that 
Lee Shubert is interested. 

Miss Le Gallienne was one of the 
femme trio who headed ART. Her 
associates were Margaret Webster 
and Cheryl Crawford. Latter is not 
mentioned as figuring in the Isben 
revivals, but Miss Webster will stage 
the dramas. 

It is reported that the arrange- 
ment between: Miss Le Gallienne 
and Singer stipulates that ART is 
to receive a share of the profits. 
‘Such funds are to be available to 
ART for an anticipated revival dur- 
ing the season of 1948-49. The rep 
outfit drew wide attention last sea- 








Pons because of her international 
rep, Miss Goldstein because of heavy 
Jewish attendance due to the Pales- 
tine background. 

Koudriavtzeff, who booked Mau- 
rice Chevalier for 23 sellout con- 
certs in Canada last spring, has him 
booked for 30 concerts, over a 

riod of five weeks, next April and 

y. He also has Xavier Cugat and 
band inked for an appearance, after 
his Capitol, N. Y., engagement. 

Next season unless the political 
situation prevents, he’s importing 
the Orchestre Colonne of Paris, with 
Paul Paray conducting; the Spanish 
dancer, Jose Torres, and the Italian 
Quartet. He'll book them in both 
U. S. and Canada. 

Canadian concertizing, says Kou- 
driavtzeff, is hampered by lack of 
concert halls. Very few towns have 
halls, or even theatres, for appear- 
ances, and filmhouses must be used. 
In the few cities having them, the 
halls are small. The one in Mon- 
treal, for instance, seats only 1,300. 
Toronto has two good halls, of 1,300 
and 2,000 seats, respectively. For 
the Cugat appearance in Montreal, 
Koudriavtzeff will use the 10,000-seat 
Arena, in order to make out. 


Aldrich-Myers Sponsor 
Dublin Gate on B’way 


Dublin Gate Theater Co., making 
its first American visit next month, 
will have two sponsors. Richard 
Aldrich and Richard Myers will pre- 
sent the troupe in New York, and 
Brian Doherty will sponsor group 
for its Canadian visit. Doherty was 
the author of the 1936-37 hit, “Fa- 
ther Malachy’s Miracle.” 

Company will open Jan. 15 in 
London, Ont., and tour Canada for a 
month before coming to N. Y. Rich- 
ard Skinner will be company man- 
ager for Aldrich & Myers, and will 
also accompany troupe through its 
Canadian tour. 


Prep ‘Streetcar’ Road Co. 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Irene Selznick, here for the holi- 
days, returns to New York again aft- 
er New Year’s to organize road com- 

ny of “Streetcar Named Desire,” 

er current N. Y. hit. 

She originally planned touring 
the Broadway company, but Tennes- 
see Williams play now seems sure 
of an indefinite Broadway run. 








son, but ended approximately 
$360,000 in the red. 


FRISCO BALLET SEEKS 
$100,000, PLANS TOUR 


San Francisco, Dec. 23. 

George Washington Baker, Jr., 
president of the San Francisco Civic 
Ballet Association, has started a 
drive to raise $100,000 for scenery, 
costumes, orchestrations, choreogra- 
phy and other production essentials 
for the organization. The city has 
one of the three civic ballets in the 
U. S. and the only one west of New 
York. 

The association president revealed 
plans to send the San Francisco bal- 
lét on tour when the company is 
fully equipped and functioning. Of- 
ficers of the group, in addition to 
Baker, are Nion R. Tucker, Clarence 
Lindner, James K. Lochead and D. V. 
Nicholson. 


Sara Allgood Guests 
For Robinson Preem 


Bowling Green, O., Dec. 23. 
Sara Allgood is scheduled to guest 
star in the world premiere here of 
a new comedy, “The Lucky Finger,” 
by the Irish playwright Lennox Rob- 
inson. Play will be presented Jan. 
19 at Bowling Green State Univ. 
Robinson is an Abbey theatre di- 
rector now on leave to teach Eng- 
lish and speech at Bowling Green. 
Miss Allgood was an Abbey mem- 
ber before appearing on Broadway 
and in Hollywood. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Ghosts” and “Hedda Gabler” (re- 
vivals)—Ibsen Repertory Co. (Louis 
J. Singer). 

“Volpone” 
Theatre Co. 

“Kathleen”—Bea Lawrence. 

“The Survivors’—Bernard Hart 
and Martin Gabel. 

“A Friend of the Family”— 
Michael Ellis and James Russo. 

“Harvest of Years’—Arthur J. 
Beckhard. 

“Joan of Lorraine” (road)—J. J. 
Leventhal. 

“Skipper Next te God”—Experi- 
mental Theatre. 











(revival)—N. Y. City 





Janssen Symph Reformed 
For Pix Score Chores 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Werner Janssen is reforming his 
symphony orchestra for the express 
purpose of film scoring and record- 
ing. Group will embrace 60 musi- 
cians drawn from local talent and 
Portland, Ore. Symphony. 

New unit will record score for 
“Dangerous Illusion,” which Janssen 
is cleffing, as its first assignment. 
“Tllusion” will be. Producing Artists’ 
initial film. 





Public Libraries Now 
Big Concert Disk Users 
And Promotional Help 


Increasing use of recordings in 
public libraries is attracting in- 
creasing attention in the concert disk 
field. Libraries themselves have 
been leaning more and more to the 
theory that it’s their function to dis- 
seminate information in all forms— 
through recordings and films, as well 
as books. Thus, record manufac- 
turers and distributors have realized 
that libraries are now an important 
promotional medium for disks, as 
well as substantial customers. 

A survey of U. S. public libraries 
handling recordings is being made 
by the Saturday Review of Litera- 
ture. A preliminary report in- 
dicates 146 such libraries, handling 
110,408 records. Some have them 
only to be played there. Others lend 
them out, like books, either free or 
for a nominal fee. 

Leading the list is the Enoch Pratt 
Free Library of Baltimore (930,000 
population), with 6,362 records. Ohio 
County Public Library, of Wheeling, 
W. Va.. (73,115 pop.), has 5,002 disks. 
Detroit Public Library (1,685,000 
pop.) has 5,000. 

List covers the whole country, 
down to such towns as Kent County 
Library, Grand Rapids; Auburn 
Public Library, Auburn, Me., and 
Fletchers Free Library, Burlington, 
Vt., with four records each. Survey 
brings up some interesting points: 

Record collection of the N. Y. Pub- 
lic Library is available only for ref- 
erence. Since 1921, the Detroit Pub- 
lic Library has circulated records on 
a rental basis from its music and 
drama department. The Public 
Library of Springfield, Mass., has 
been lending disks since 1923. The 
Hartford, Conn., Public Library has 
a collection of 4,000 disks as a free 
service. Free record services also 
exist in Seattle, Akron, Indianapolis, 
Milwaukee, Grand Rapids, Charlotte, 
Newark, Elizabeth, N. J., and Quincy, 
Mass. 

Majority of libraries which have 
collections allow their disks to cir- 
culate, and most lend them without 
charge. Usually the public library 
is the only place in the town where 
records may be borrowed free or 
for a fee. Among libraries charging 
a small lending fee are Detroit, Syra- 
cuse and Baltimore. 


ROCHESTER SYMPH HAS 
3 TOURS THIS SEASON 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 23. 
The ‘Rochester Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, celebrating its 25th season, 
has scheduled three eastern tours for 
the largest period away from home 
in its history. Fact that many orch 


members are also faculty-members 
at Eastman School of Music has mil- 
itated against much touring in the 
past. 

With Erich Leinsdorf in his first 
year as permanent conductor, the 
orch is covering the east coast, from 
New Hampshire to Virginia, in three 
trips. One was filled Dec. 9-14, with 
other two skedded for March 12-21 
and March 29-April 6. Orchestra 
will appear March 13 at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y., for its first Gotham ap- 
pearance in two years. Isaac Stern 
will be soloist. This season is Leins- 
dorf’s 10th as an orch conductor in 
America, ‘ 








Eliot’s German ‘Murder’ 


Berlin, Dec. 19. 
The first German performance of 
T. S. Eliot’s play, “Murder in the 
Cathedral,” was presented this week 
in Cologne and the university town 
- Goettingen, both in the British 
one, 


The play, which was translated 
into German by Rudolph Alexander 
Schroeder, a well-known modern 
German poet, will be performed 
later in a number of other German 





cities. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 

As part of the characterization, Anthony Quinn, title player in the re. 
cently closed “The Gentleman from Athens,” was supposed to punch 
certain of the other actors playfully in the body. Opening night, when 
he thought Alan Hewitt was imitating his line readings in one of their 
scenes together, he really let a punch go. It caught Hewitt by surprise 
and he doubled up, but the audience apparently didn’t notice anything 
unusual. 

Because it was Quinn’s first Broadway appearance and he presumably 
wasn’t familiar with Equity regulations and the various related procedures, 
the producers of the show, Martin Gosch and Eunice Healey, didn’t post 
a provisional closing notice backstage before the premiere. They figured 
it might upset Quinn, and interfere with his performance, which they 
hoped would get good reviews and make possible a run. As a result, they 
were obligated for an extra week’s salary for the entire cast. 

Quinn’s wife, film actress Katherine De Mille, flew east to attend the 
play’s closing performance Saturday (13). Estimating that the trip cost 
her about $500, it must have been a record expenditure to see a flop 
show. Miss DeMille is the daughter of Cecil B. DeMille. She and Quinn 
have three children? 





Phil Silvers, featured with Nanette Fabray in “High Button Shoes,” at 
the Century, N. Y., is said to be getting his highest stage earnings in the 
show. He’s understood to have a $1,750 weekly guarantee, plus percentage 
of the gross over a stipulated figure and with the musical getting more 
than $42,000 a week, the comic’s share is figured over $3,300. 

Now in its 13th week, “Shoes,” presented by Monte Proser and Joseph 
Kipness, was budgeted at $175,000 and has been netting $10,000 weekly. 
It moved Monday (22) from the Century to the Shubert. Latter house 
has less capacity, but the ticket price went to $6 top nightly, instead of 
$4.80 top weekday nights and $6 for Fridays and Saturdays, scale used at 
the Century. 


The D’Oyly Carte company of London, offering a Gilbert and Sullivan 
repertory, opens next Monday (29) at the Century, requiring the switch of 
houses for “Shoes.” English troupe last played Broadway nine years ago (at 
the Martin Beck) and when the visitors sailed back, it was expected the 
outfit would return within a season or so, but World War II intervened. 
Because a repeat appearance had been anticipated, about $5,000 was left 
on deposit in a New York bank. That money is being used to defray 
advance expenses. 





Sudden illness of Artur Rodzinski, conductor of the Chicago Symphony 
orchestra, may be an aftermath of the hassle he had with the trustees 
last week over the proposed sale of Orchestra Hall, home of the symphony. 
Rodzinski insists that the hall is acoustically poor, and asked that the 
trustees purchase the Auditorium theatre, which has been shuttered for 
about 20 years. Board of directors pointed out that it would cost at least 
$500,000 besides the purchase price, to remodel the Auditorium. 

Conductor’s main beef is that Orchestra Hall is unsuitable for presenta- 
tion of the full-scale operas he wants to put on. “Tristan and Isolde” 
production several weeks ago for the symphony fund had to be produced 
at the Civic Opera House. 





Actors Equity Assn. has approved a resolution of the Associated Actors 
& Artistes of America, its parent AFL union, opposing the Taft-Hartley 
law. It also endorsed the unequivocal comment of Paul Dullzell, presi- 
dent of the Four A’s and Equity’s executive secretary: 

“We have stated before and state again that in our opinion the Taft- 
Hartley law is vicious and that the majority of the members of Congress 
were hoodwinked by an anti-labor lobby into passing this legislation and 
that the welfare and best interests of this nation, not merely its working 
people, have been dangerously affected: The entire act is so venomous 
that only its outright repeal can restore a semblance of order to the na- 
tional labor-management picture.” 





Joe E. Brown and the cast of the touring “Harvey” are laying off the 
first three days of the week. They went from Milwaukee to Chicago for 
a pre-Christmas visit. Tonight (24) the company and staff goes to St. 
Paul, having the use of a private buffet car, through the courtesy of 
L. L. White, vice-president of the Northwestern Railroad, a friend of the 
star. One of the actors will doll up as Santa Claus, while Brown in black- 
face and white coat will be Pullman porter. : 

“Harvey” relights Christmas night, playing matinees and nights Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday (26-28). Full salaries will be paid by Brock Pem- 
pose the show’s producer, although only seven performances will be 
played. 





Newest foundation to aid theatricals has been formed by Edward F. 
Kook, of the Century Lighting Co. He has put up $5,000 for the non- 
profit project, to which it is hoped there will be general contributors. 
Purpose is to encourage playwriting by subsidy, award scholarships in 
drama schools and survey theatricals with the object of effecting economies 
in production. Kook also aims to form a syndicate, with a scheduled cap- 
italization of $250,000, to invest amounts of from $5,000 to $10,000 in new 
productions. It is a speculative project. There are already several such 
outfits which invest in Broadway shows. 





A 
Students of drama in New York metropolitan area have been invited 


is to stimulate interest among a coming generation of theatregoers. It 
is recalled that during the era when Leblang’s had a cut-rate department, 
many of the regular patrons were high school and college students. There 
are to be modest prizes for the best papers submitted, such as tickets for 
several leading dramas and books on the theatre, including volumes by 
Brooks Atkinson, George Jean Nathan and Burns Mantle. 





Georges Gersene, who was interested in a couple of previous legiters, 
was all set as principal backer of a play slated for production this winter, 
even depositing money to guarantee actor salaries. That was before he 
read the script. Last week, however, he hurried to Equity and got his 
money back, declaring out on the show. He explained that after reading 


| the script, the play looked so bawdy that the cops would be sure to 
pounce on it. 








Flue fire which recently damaged Sardi’s kitchen involved $12,000 
loss, only part of which was covered by insurance. Blaze flared upstairs 
‘into the penthouse, occupied by J. J. Shubert, where furnishings were 
. damaged by water. It was necessary to break through the walls in some 
| offices to extinguish burnihg grease in the flue. But the restaurant, @ 
rendezvous for Broadway show people, was closed only two days. 


Metopera to Memphis In ; Assis 
April, Missing Carnival Wm. Miles to 
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by Leblang’s ticket agency to compete in a theatre essay contest. Idea 





Memphis, Dec. 23. 


Metropolitan Opera has fixed the 
dates for its annual visit to Mem- 
phis under Arts Appreciation spon- 
sorship for April 6-7, a month ear- 
lier than usual, 


Earlier booking, due to plans for 
Met’s’ California <¢invasion next 


spring, suits local sponsors well be- 
cause it eliminates competition with 
the Cotton Carnival, “The South’s 
Greatest Party,” which developed 
last year, though without adverse 
effect on either event. 











° e ° 
Lily Cahill in Texas 
San Antonio, Dec. 23. 

William Miles will assist Lily 
Cahill in the production details of 
Theatre San Antonio, Inc., which 
will open its season Jan. 5 at the 
Thomas Jefferson high school here. 
Scenery will be designed and 
executed by Emile Robin, of this 
city. 

For some years Miles has oper- 
ated the Berkshire theatre, a straw- 
hat in Stockbridge, Mass. He will 
continue it next summer, 
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Pre-Holiday Doldrums Hit Chi, 
But ‘Annie’ $90,000, Lunts $22,500 





onses Asaily got bit, hard 
nally go r 
aha ore Xmas ine, with most 


ows off consider. ly. Outside of 


tannie Get Your Gun” and “O Mis- 


Mine,” others hit the tobaggan. 
sratinees were passed by in the shop- 
ing rush and early weeknight biz 
was extremely light. There will be 
no conventions to take up the slack 
until after the first of the year. _ 

Christmas week is heavy with 

nings, 
nia enie ice revue. “Voice of 
the Turtle” arrived Sunday (21) at 
the Erlanger. “Anna Lucasta,” at 
the Civic theatre and “Firefly” at 
the Blackstone, open Christmas night 
(Thurs.), as does Ballet Theatre, at 
the Civic Opera House. 
and “The Telephone” opens Jan. 5 
at the Studebaker and “Lady Win- 
dermere’s Fan” arrives Jan. 12 at the 
Erlanger. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert 
(7th week) (2,100; $6). Had a few 
empty seats at the Wednesday mati- 
nee, but still terrific $50,000. 

“Chocolate Soldier,” Blackstone 
(ith week) (1,358; $4.80). Closed 
Saturday (20), with not too bad 
$16,000. 

“Musical Depreciation Revue,” 
Studebaker (8th week) (1,246; $3.60). 
Spike Jones cut-ups failed to draw 
last week, with Friday night, usually 
the best of the week, way off; fair 


$15,000. 
“QO Mistress Mine,” Selwyn (7th 
week) (1,000; $4.20). Matinees a 


little light, but grand $22,500. 
“Private Lives,” Harris (19th 
week) (1,000; $3.60). Slipped fur- 
ther; around $12,000; final month of 
run. 


Ballet Theatre Drew 
1306 in 35 Wks., N.Y.; 
Keep Colombia Coin 


Ballet Theatre wound up its 
three-and-a-half-week engagement 
at City Center, N. Y. last week with 
a $130,308 gross (at $3 top) for 34 
performances. Last spring, at $2.40 
top, the troupe did $89,439 in 26 per- 





.formances at the same spot. 


Company has been put into some- 
thing of a jam by the cancellation 
of it January tour of Colombia, due 
to the postponement of a Pan-Amer- 
ican conference. Dr. Bernardo Men- 
del, for the Colombian government, 

sted a $49,000 bond in N. Y. (one- 

alf of BT’s estimated expenses for 

six weeks) before the contract was 
signed. Indications are that none of 
this money will be returned. It has 
already been used for ticket print- 
ing, advertising, etc., and any re- 
maining amount will be covered by 
losses on substitute bookings that 
now have to be made. 

With the loss of the Colombia 
booking, the troupe had open time 
between Jan. 4 and Feb. 15. BT had 
signed contracts for two perform- 
ances en route to and from Bogota, 
at Miami and New Orleans, and had 
to cancel. The company has filled 
part of its open time, with extension 


_of Chi booking, filling some Com- 


munity Concerts dates, etc. It will 
ose One week’s time, however, out 
of the six. 





CHEVALIER $23,000, S.F;; 


INA 186 IN ‘WEAKNESS’ 


San Francisco, Dec. 23. 
“The Fatal Weakness” starring Ina 
Claire, continued to draw fairly well 
in its second week on Theatre Guild- 
ATS subscription. It was helped by 


the star’s local following, as she’s | 


been a resident here for several 
years. Concluding his run at the 
Curran, Maurice Chevalier was a 
potent draw in his first local ap- 
pearance since the war. 

Curran will be dark until 
Monday night (29), when Gertrude 

wrence opens in “Tonight at 8:30,” 
the third of the Theatre Guild-ATS 
, Presentations this season. The show 
is set for a three-week run. 

on, Estimates for Last Week 

Fatal Weakness,” Geary (2d 
week) (1,550; $4.80). George Kelly 
comedy-drama pulled another $18,- 
000 satisfactory considering the pre- 
holiday slump. 

Maurice Chevalier, Curran (3d 
week) (1,776; $4.80). French singer- 
ey grossed an estimated 

000 for his final seven days; total 
meee" the 17-day engagement was 





‘Windermere’ Hefty 2114G 


Despite Season, Toronto 


: Teronto, Dec. 23. 

Despite the traditional “worst 
week in the year,” Cornelia Otis 
Skinner in “Lady Windermere’s Fan” 
did a terrific $21,500 for near- 
Capacity on the week at the 1,525- 
fat Royal Alexandra, at $3.60 top. 
ti But for holiday-shopping competi- 
$23, o0u might have been a sellout 


De 
, 


plus a circus and | 


“Medium” | 


‘Blackouts’ $15,700, L.A.; 
‘Mary Little’ $11,700 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. 

Pre-Christmas slump hit local legit 
with a vengeance last week, and the 
'three houses open reported sharp 
jdrops. Hardest hit was Ken Mur- 
ray’s “Blackouts.” 

“Emperor Jones” exited Sunday 
| (21) at the Las Palmas after three- 
| week stand. House rekindles Friday 





| (26) with the world preem of 
| “Thieves Paradise,” by Myron 
| Fagan. 


Biltmore, dark last week, reopens 
tonight (Tues.) with Maurice Cheva- 
| lier, 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1947,” El Capitan 
(287th week) (1,142; $2.40). anta 
was unkind. Gross slid down to 
$15,700, drop of $1,300. 

“Emperor Jones,” Las Palmas (3d 
week) (388; $2.40). Finaled with 
$3,000, for a total of $7,500 for the 
engagement. 

“Mary Had a Little,” Belasco (6th 
| week) (1,061; $2.40). Slid slightly to 
$11,700 but still in the black. Run 
lends January 10. 


‘LUCASTA’ $13,000, ST. L.; 
‘SOLDIER’ OPENS NEXT 


St. Louis, Dec. 23. 


“Anna Lucasta.” with an all-Negro 
cast, wound up its two-week stand 
Saturday (20) at the American with 
a fair $13,000. That was just a shade 
under the opening stanza week in 
the 1,700-seat house. at a $3.66 top. 


The American is dark until Christ- 
mas night (Thursday), when Oscar 
Strauss’ musical comedy, “The 
Chocolate Soldier,” opens a 10-night 
engagement with Billy Gilbert in 
the lead role. The top is $4.27, ex- 
cept New Year’s Eve, when the price 
will be hiked to $4.88. 











Current Road Shows 


(Period covering Dec. 22-Jan. 3). 

“Anna Lucasta’”—Civic, Chi. (25-3). | 

“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shubert. | 
Chi. (22-3). 

“Blackouts of 1947”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (22-3). 

“Bonanza Bound”—Shubert, Philly 
(25-3). 


“Carousel”—Ford's, Balto. (22-3). 

Maurice Chevalier—Biltmore, L. A. 
(22-3). 

“Chocolate Soldier’ — American, 
St. Louis (22-3). 


“Dream Girl” — Aud., Oakland 
(26-27); White, Fresno (29-30); 
Lobero, S. Barbara (31-1); Aud., 
Pasadena (2); Aud., San Diego (3). 

“Fatal Weakness”—Geary, Frisco 
(22-3). ’ 
oe of Years”—Colonial, Bost. 
(29-3). 

“Harvey’—Aud., St. Paul (25-27); 
Lyceum, Mpls. (29-3), 

“I Remember Mama”—Nat’l, Wash. 
(22-3). 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan” — Aud., 
Roch. (25-27); Cass., Det. (29-3). 

“Look Ma, I’m Dancing”—Shubert, 
Bost. (22-3). 

“Make Mine Manhattan”—Forrest, 
Philly (23-3). 

“Mary Had A _ Little’—Belasco, 
L. A. (20-3). 

“Master’s Chair” — Lobero, Santa 
Barbara (25-27); Tracy, Long Beach 
(29): Aud., San Gabriel (30); Aud., 
San Diego (31); Aud., Sacramento 
(2-3). 

“Medium,” 
Cincy (29-3). 

“QO Mistress Mine”—Selwyn, Chi. 
(22-3). 

“Oklahoma!”—Hanna, Cleve. (22- 
3). 

“Power Without Glory”—Wilbur, 
Bost. (29-3). 

“Private Lives”—Harris, Chi (22- 
3). 

“Show gH i Buff. (25- 


“Telephone” — Cox, 


27): Aud., Roch. (29-3 

“Song of Norway” — Aud., Hart- 
ford (25-31); Lyric, Bridgeport (1-3). 

“State of the Union”—Aud., Louis- 
ville (25-27); Coliseum, Evansville 
(29): English, Ind’np'l’s (30-3). 

“Student Prince” — Opera Hse., 
Boston (25-3). 

“Strange Bedfellows” — Locust, 
Philly (27-3). ; 

“S weethearts”—Nixon, Pitt. (25-3). 

“The Firefly” — Blackstone, Chi. 
(25-3). 

“The Late Christopher Bean”— 
Hartman. Col. (25-27); Town Hall, 
Toledo (28-31); Davidson, Mil. (1-3). 

“The Men We Marry”—Shubert, 
N. Haven (25-27); Plymouth, Bost. 
(29-3). 

“The Red Mill”—Music Hall, K. C. 
(22-29): KRNT. Des Moines (30-2); 
| Mem. Hall. St. Joseph (3). ; 

“Tonight At 8:30"—Curran, Frisco 
| (29-2). 








| the Majestic. 


‘MANHATTAN’ OK 186, 
5 PERFS, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Dec. 23. 

“Make Mine Manhattan” slipped 
into town Wednesday (17) to only a 
fair advance at the Shubert. ut 
when word-of-mouth got around, the 
five-performance stand at $4.20 top 
added up to a substantial $18,000; 
okay for pre-Xmas. 

Current week has the breakin 
Thursday-Saturday (25-27) of “The 
Men We Marry.” Then the house 
goes pix till early January. 


‘Norway $18,000, 
Only Hub Entry: 





Boston, Dec. 23. 

“Song of Norway,” playing a re- 
turn engagement, was the only entry 
in the legit ranks 
other houses were closed during the 
week, and will remain so _ until 
Christmas. It is just as well, con- 
sidering the generally poor biz in 
all entertainment spots. 

Opening Christmas night (Thurs.) 
at the Shubert is “Look, Ma, I’m 
Dancing,” and “Student Prince’ 
returns to the Opera House the same 
night. “Harvest of Years” opens Fri- 


Sings Again” opens Saturday (27) at 
For his second pro- 
duction of the New England Opera 
Theatre, Boris Goldovsky did the 
American premiere of Mozart's “Ido- 
meneo” at the Opera House, gross- 
ing an estimated $7,200, huge. 
Estimate fer Last Week 
“Song of Norway,” Shubert (2d 
week) (1,700; $4.20). Operetta strug- 
gled but again around $18,000 for the 
closing stanza; not bad considering 
general conditions. 


HOME TOWN WELCOMES 
MISS TRUMAN IN SRO’S 


Kansas City, Dec. 23. 

Margaret Truman in her home- 
town concert debut played to sell- 
out houses in the 2,572-seat Music 
Hall Dec. 15-16. The house was 
scaled down from $3, and the gross, 
exclusive of taxes, totaled $10,000. 
Appearances were handled by Wal- 
ter Fritschy Concert Bureau, and 
were not available as part of Frit- 
schy’s regular season. 

President Truman’s daughter prob- 
ably could have sold out a couple 
more nights on the basis of publicity 
given her by the Kansas City Star 
and its radio station, WDAF. Audi- 
ences were considered a community 
cross-section, as political clubs did 
not buy up blocks of tickets, accord- 
ing to Fritschy. The only blocks of 
tickets sold were 400 to the Women’s 
Chamber of Commerce and a smaller 
block to the Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club. The Monday 
night audience was well peopled 
with members of the Truman family, 
including Mrs. D. W. Wallace, the 
singer’s grandmother, Miss Mary 
ane Truman, her aunt, and other 
members of the Wallace family. 


Clark’s ‘Sweethearts’ 
Nabs Hot $26,000, D.C. 


Washington, Dee. 23. 

With all other show business. tak- 
ing the usual pre-Christmas kicking, 
Bobby Clark in “Sweethearts” bet- 
tered its fine score of the preceding 
week at the National with an im- 
pressive $26,000, at $4.20 top. 

Charlotte Greenwood in “I Re- 
member Mamma” bowed in last 
night (Mon.), on ATS-Guild sub- 
scription. “Carousel” follows, Jan, 5. 


‘Red Mill’ OK $26,000 
In Pre-Holiday Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 23. 

Critics’ raves and _ customers’ 
word-of-mouth shot up business for 
“The Red Mill” and it finished to 
near-capacity the latter part of its 
week’s run at the Lyceum, despite 
the pre-holiday lull and bad weather. 
Show lays off here Dec. 22-24, re- 
opening Christmas night ‘Thurs.) in 
Kansas City. 

Estimates for This Week 

“Red Mill,” Lyceum (single week) 
(1,700; $3.60). Victor Herbert revival 
garnered a nice $26,000. House is 
dark this week, but gets the Joe E. 
Brown cempany of “Harvey” next 
week. 














Barbara Stevenson’s ‘Messiah’ 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 23. 
Barbara Stevenson, former leading 
soprano with the Philadelphia Opera 
Co., has been chosen for the leading 


presented at the Tabernacle next 
Sunday 28. ; 
She sang the same role at Carnegie 





| “Voice of the Turtle”’—Erlanger, 
| Chi, (22-3). 


Hall, N. Y., last year. 


4 Open This Wk. 


last week. All| 


day (26) at the Colonial, and “Paris | 


role in Handel's “The Messiah,” to be | 


There were many new lows in 
grosses along Broadway last week, 
the pre-holiday slump being heavier 
than anticipated, in ey the sharp- 
est in many years. Figures are not 
indicative of the normal draw, and 
business should jump this week and 
next, with the advent of Christmas 
and New Year’s. 

Least affected, if at all, were 
“High Butten Shoes” among the 
musicals and “A Streetcar Named 
Desire” among the straight plays. 
iThey are coupled in having the 
| strongest demand in the agencies. 
| “Angel in the Wings” did very well 
| in face of theslump. The New Stage 
| Production of “Lamp at Midnight,” | 
| presented Sunday night (21), and the 
John Gielgud-starring “Crime and 
Punishment,” which preemed Mon- 
j}day night (22), attracted favorable 
critical reaction. 
| First holiday week’s premiere card 
loffers three revivals, “Crime and 
| “Topaze,” and “The 





| Punishment,” 
| Cradle Will Rock.” 
Estimates for Last Week 





| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
'1CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 

| M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

| “Allegro,” Majestic (10th week) } 

| (M-1,695; $6). With four theatre 


parties during the first part of the | 
week, top grossing musical again 
}around $47,500. 

| “An Inspector Calls,” Booth (9th | 
i; week) (D-712; $4.80). Count was 
| figured around $7,000 but the show 
has been doing well and should play 
into the spring. 

“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet (2d | 
week) (R-1,032; $4.80). First full | 
week’s takings approached $21,000; | 
strong for intimate revue consid- 
ering conditions; growing demand in 
agencies. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 

(84th week) (M-1,472; $6.60). Pre- 
holiday decline affected capacity 
pace for first time; estimated under 
| $37,000 but should bounce back to 
| capacity. 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (99th 
week) (C-993; $4.80). One of many 
shows that registered new lows; 
count here approximated $15,000 and 
will come back. 

“Brigadoon,” Ziegfeld (41st week) 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Like other run mu- 
sicals, attendance dipped and gross 
slipped to $37,500 for first time. 

“Call Me Mister,” Plymouth (88th 
week) (R-1,075; $4.80). House is 
mentioned to get another show after 
the holidavs; run revue dipped un- 
der $15,000. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton (12th 
week) (D-968; $4.80). Parties kept 
the gross from slipping much and 
drama click was rated around 


$19,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 
(50th week) (M-1,319; $6). Close to 
year’s run mark and some decline 
was not surprising; approximately 
$37,500. 

“For Love or Money,” Miller (7th 
week) (C-940; $4.20). Estimated over 
12,000; while a drop from normal 
gait, last week’s gross provided some 


profit. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(60th week) (C-1,160; $4.80). Like 
the others with lengthy engage- 
ments, business tapered here; under 
$12,000 but will improve. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (165th week) 
(C-902; $4.20). Crack laugh show 
dipped further with the field, the 
estimated gross being $13,000, but 








j}week) (D-1,214; $4.80). 
|ness for Shakespearean drama; $27,- 


Seasonal Lull Floors B'way Biz; 
‘Angel’ $21,000 in First Full Wk., 
‘Shoes’ SRO 426, ‘Streetcar’ $27,500 


(193d week) (C-1,057; $3.60). Three- 
person play down to new low, but 
intention is to continue for a time 
although the film version opens this 
week; $5,000. 

“The Winslow Boy,” Empire (8th 
week) (D-1,101; $4.80). Takings for 
this import did not decline hardly at 
all and got close to $18,500. 

“Young Man’s Fancy,” Cort (34th 
week) (C-1,064; $3.60). Should bene- 
fit from’ holiday business; has been 
using two-for-ones; under $6,000. 


REVIVALS 


“Antony and Cleopatra,” Beck (4th 
Great busi- 


000 indicated, close to capacity. 

“Burlesque,” Belasco (52d week) 
(C-1,077; $4.80). Dated out Jan. 10 
and. may tour; under $10,000: “A 
Friend of the Family” will follow 
next month. 

“Crime and Punishment,” 
tional (D-1,164; $5.40). Presented by 
Robert Whitehead and Oliver Rae; 
Rodney Ackland adaptation of Dos- 
toyevsky drama: opened Monday 
(22) to generally favorable press re- 
action, : 

“Man and Superman,” Alvin (11th 
week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). Parties in- 
tentionally dated for pre-Christmas 
weeks, but virtual capacity again, 
around $31,000. 

“Medea,” Royale 
1,025; $4.80). Was expected to drop 
in new spot after moving from 
larger National; slump also figured; 
around $22,000; still big for Greek 
tragedy. 

“The Cradle Will Rock,” Mans- 
field (997; $4.20). Operatic drama 
by Marc Blitzstein; presented by 
Michael Myerberg for limited date; 
opens Friday (26). 

“Topaze,” Moroseco (CD-935; $4.80). 
Presented by New Opera Co.; writ- 
ten by Marcel Pagnol; adapted from 
French. by Benn W. Levy; opens 
Saturday (27). 

Added 


“Lamp at Midnight,” New Stages. 
Downtown little theatre production 
won unusual critical praise. Opened 
Sunday (21) and. continues. 


Gertie $19,500, 
Boat 186 Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 23. 

Last night for the first time this 
season, Philly didn’t have a single 
legit offering. That paucity will be 
taken care of tonight (Tues.) when 
“Make Mine Manhattan” bows into 
the Forrest for a fortnight’s stay. By 
the end of the week, three of the 
city’s four regular legit houses will 
be lighted. 

Judging by the biz of the last 
two weeks, it was probably a good 
thing that there was such limited 
activity. “Show Boat,” struggling 
along in its fifth and final stanza 
at the Shubert, was lucky to hit the 
$18,000 mark. Last two weeks here 
saw the fine big musical revival 
take it on the chin plenty, and even 
with two winning sessions at the 
beginning, it’s doubtful if the Rod- 
gers-Hammerstein production got an 
even break. 

In her second and final week at 
the Forrest, Gertrude Lawrence, of- 


Na- 


(9th week) (D- 








business should rebound. 

“High Button Shoes,” Shubert 
(12th week) (M-1,387; $6). Moved 
here Monday (22) from the Century, 
| with scale tilted; sells out all per- 
| formances for great gross of $42,000; 
but there’s less capacity in the new 


berth. 
“Icetime of 1948,” Center (30th 
week) (R-2,994; $2.40). Slipped 


under the $27,000 level, but with 
matinees daily from Christmas 
through Jan. 4, skating revue should | 
jump plenty. 
“John Loves Mary,” Music Box 
(46th week) (C-979; $4.80). Hit par- 
ticularly and dropped under $7,000, | 
but laugh show on its way to year’s | 
run should fare much better. 
“Music 
(12th week) (O-1,434; $4.80). Has | 
been socked very hard too of late, 
but may recuperate with the advent 
of the holidays; around $14,000. 
“Oklahoma!”’, St. James (254th 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Did better 
than most others previous week but 
dipped under $19,000 last week. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Barry- 























more (3d week) (D-1,064; $4.80). 
One of few exceptions and, with 
istandees all performances, gross 


| bettered $27,500 again. 
“The Druid Circle,” Morosco (98th 
week) (D-935; $480). John van 
| Druten’s latest play never caught 
on, and was doomed even before the 
pre-Xmas dip; closed Saturday (20). 
“Topaze” opens here Saturday (27). 
“The Heiress,” Biltmore (12th 
week) (D-920; $4.80). Only slightly 
,affected and drama that jumped to 
| capacity after mixed notices was 


h 
in My Heart,” Adelphi | § - 


fering her second set of Noel Coward 
comedies under the general title of 
“Tonight at 8:30,” got $19,500. 

In addition to “Make Mine Man- 
hattan” this week’s two openings are 
“Bonanza Bound,” at the Shubert, 
Xmas night (Thur.), and “Strange 
Bedfellows.” at the Locust, Satur- 
day (27). Both of these shows stay 
two full weeks after their break-in 
this week, but “Manhattan” leaves: 
Jan, 3, which means the Forrest will 
be dark the week of Jan. 5. 


The January booking chart has 
filled up rapidly and now has few 
gaps. The Walnut, dark since Dec. 
1, relights Jan. 8, with “Friend of 
Family,” a _ translation of a 
Strindberg drama. It’s another 
preem, and is skedded to stav here 
two and a half weeks, to be followed 
on Jan. 26 (or during that week) b 
“Mr. Roberts,” still another tryout, 
with Henry Fonda and David Wayne, 

The Forrest, after its dark week 
of Jan. 5, relights Jan. 12, with 
“Look, Ma, I’m Dancing” for two 
stanzas but. so far, hasn’t anything 
listed for Jan. 26. The Locust has 
just announced Bert Lahr in the 
“Burlesque” revival Jan. 12. but 
also still has nothing beyond that. 


Lucille $11,500, Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 23. 
Lucille Ball in “Dream Girl,” at 
the Metropolitan here, was mir 
in the pre-Christmas slump, and 
grossed only $11,500. 
House, seating 1,500, had a $3.78 








jrated around $22,000 last week. 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Hudson 
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Plays on Broadway 


Crime and Punishment 


Robert Whitehead & Oliver Rea produc- 
tion (Bea Lawrence, associate producer) of 
dramatization by Rodney Ackland of Dos- 
toyevsky’s novel, in five scenes (with one 

termission). Stars John Gielgud; features 

Jillian Gish, Dolly Haas, Vladimir Sokoloff, 
Alice John, Sanford Meisner, E. A. Krum- 

chmidt. Directed by Theodore Komisar- 
Scatky. Setting, Paul Sherriff; costumes, 
Lester Polakov. Opened at National, N. Y., 
Dec. 22, '47; $5.40 top. 





Lebeziatnikoff.......--seeeeesess Ben Morse 
| PESTER PEEELE TL eee Dolly Haas 
Katerina Ivannad...ccrsccrecess Lillian Gish 
Her children: ; 
POlYR...sccrctccceseceses Betty Lou Keim 
Ent «1.50444 4.05 bad cle e.004 bce REE: Gee 
VOM, osc cwcecccsSesce sts scence Paton Price 
MMAR. . 66 oe vivecédense Elisabeth Neumann 
Bireet Vendor....+ee..0-+- Howard Fischer 
BBV OEER « 5) in fe's 6 viteg ob y0060 ee ve Wauna Paul 
His Assistant... .ccesscecsees Robert Donley 
DO. . cc teh es etnelenees s ....-Se¢ott Moore 
Bx-Soldier........ .eeeee Michael “Arshansky 
SSP OR ire oot re ee Galina Talva 
a eee 


Tomek ..Mary 
odion Romanitch Raskolnikoff........ 
John Gielgud 
Zaharitch Marmeladoff......... 
Sanford Meisner 


Bimon 








Dmitr! Prokevitch Razoumikhin........ 
Alexander Scourby 
Zametoff..... bh ate oa ee Richard Purdy 

Casimir Stanislawowitch Looshinsky... 
E. A. Krumschmidt 
ulcheria Alexandrovna........-Alice John 
onsen ig Let a eare nie} oe pd ob 8 0 Ce. ee 
Porfiri Petrovitch........ Viadimir Sokoloff 
Strange Man......eeeee-+> Mort Marshall 
DEE, Sale aes ct soeehetebedes Patrick McVey 
SUACHMIEM: 5 oi sss cccosacesove William Beal 
Government Clerk.......+..-- David Elliott 
TEM WEED cb cc ccncess ...-Cecile Sherman 
Cc ide Sebedecsdceecebe Amy Douglass 
Her Daughter......ccccoscsesee Jeri Souvinet 
CE. EARAP 6s. we cterecccccess Eugenia Woods 
ld Gentleman....sseseeess- Arthur Griffin 

OMitch. ... 2s -vececescessacs Richard Hayes | 

Considering the synthetic nature 


of most opening-night ovations on 
Broadway, the cheers and repeated 
curtain calls after the premiere of 
“Crime and Punishment” were gen- 
uinely merited. And the tribute 
might justifiably have been for the 
producers, as well as for the star, 
cast and director. For by their pre- 
sentation of this gloomy drama, fol- 
lowing so closely after their impres- 
sive production of the classic “Me- 
dea,” Robert Whitehead and Oliver 
Rea have established themselves as 
managers of unusual discernment 
and taste. 

Whether this second operation will 
have the popular success that Judith 
Anderson’s striking performance has 
brought to “Medea” seems question- 
able. Although “Crime and Punish- 
ment” is an imposing production and 
provides absorbing drama, it is pro- 
gressively somber in tone and hardly 
calculated to provide enjoyable en- 
tertainment. 

Also, it lacks the spectacular the- 
atrical qualities likely to arouse 
widespread public interest. And, 
finally, its reputed $60,000 production 
cost and approximately $21,000 oper- 
ee - expense (requiring a $5.40 top, 
the highest scale for a straight play) 
make it a doubtful commercial pros- 
pect. 

Rodney Ackland’s dramatization 
of the Dostoyevsky novel compresses 
the action and interest within lim- 
ited dimensions of place and time. 
The drama is still a profound study 
of psychological and moral disinte- 
gration, as well as a powerful social 
comment. 

In a technical sense, it lacks the- 
atrical form, having no conventional 
acts and scenes, contrived. climaxes 
or curtain lines. Instead, it has a 
cumulative intellectual and emo- 
tional effect as its psychopathic hero 
and pathetic subordinate characters 
gre relentlessly engulfed in futility, 


2 and tragedy. 

e drama is presented in five 
“scenes” (that is, the curtain is low- 
ered five times to indicate passage 
of time) and with a single intermis- 
sion. This tends to make the show 
seem a trifle slow and long. But the 
fact that the house lights are left 
dark between scenes (while it pre- 

umably helps sustain theatrical il- 
usion) tends to encourage the audi- 

nce to light matches and cigaret 
ighters to refer to the playbill. It 
may also possibly tend to make the 
audience cough during some of the 
dramatic passages, instead of doing 
so between scenes. 

In the long, varied and arduous 
leading part he played in London 
last season, John Gielgud gives pos- 
sibly the finest performance of his 

istinguished Broadway career. As 
he pitiful student, wgose attempt to 
live up to his delusions of grandeur, 

e shows great range, depth and sen- 
sitivity. 

Lillian Gish is superb as the mis- 
erable consumptive, Katerina. Dolly 
Haas is touchingly quiet and intense 
as the devout prostitute. And Vladi- 
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HOTEL ROOMS 


IN HEART OF TIMES 8Q. 








Room, bath and shower, telephone. From $3 
single and $3.50 double. 
Rosoff’s 
HOTEL ROSOFF base 
restaurant 
147 W. 43rd St. on the 
(at Bway), BR. 9-5400 premises 
$4444 4444 
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Play, Brokers and 


mir Sokoloff gives a deftly shaded 
portrayal of the subtle investigator. 
Other commendable performances 
are given by Sanford Meisner, E. A. 
Krumschmidt, Alexander Scourby, 
Alice John, Marian Seldes, Mary 
James and Elizabeth Neumann. _ 
The staging of Theodore Komisar- 
jevsky welds the diffuse action into 
dramatic focus, but doesn’t always 
sustain tempo. Paul Sherriff’s mul- 
tiple setting, imported from London, 


creates the illusion of tenement 
squalor. And Lester Polakov’s cos- 
|tumes suggest resigned tawdriness. 

Hobe. 
Lamp at Midnight 

New Stages production of two-act play 
by Barrie Stavis. Directed by Boris Tuma- 
rin; settings, Robert Gundlach; lightiing, 
David Heilweil; costumes, Dorothy Crois- 
| sant. Opened at New Stages theatre, N. Y., 
| De 21, '47 
S Chmtigo GadTOs. . cee cod odcctee Peter Capell 
PPOTER 6. x cccictic & cea besaes Kathryn Eames 
Sagredo Niccolini........--. Ralph Camargo 
PN. a gob nhcs zee ks Sues sus cee Jay Barney 
Pe eee ea Pee ee Oe 
Cardinal Barberini........Kermit Murdock 
Cardinal Bellarmin..........+- Karl Weber 
Cerio. Barberini... cs sccecasevecass Ben Irving 
Francesco Barberini........-. Leon Janney 
Father Firenzuola............+- Paul Mann 


“Lamp At Midnight,” Barrie 
Stavis’ play about Galileo, which 
was edged out of the uptown Exper- 
imental Theatre by the Berthold 
Brecht drama on the same subject, 
luckily found its way into the hands 
of this spirited group of young pro- 
fessionals operating in a corner of 
Greenwich Village. This play of 
telescopes and crucifixes is staged 
with imaginativeness tempered by a 
serious intelligence. It is super- 
latively projected by a cast unafraid 
of emotion. 

But despite its many merits, which 
tend to become magnified within 
the framework of a “little theatre,” 
the play doesn’t have the stuff for a 
commercial venture. “Lamp” is an 
impassioned talk-piece deriving dra- 


matic values from its dialectical in-° 


terplay of ideas. Yet, for a purely 
discursive work, the lines only oca- 
sionally flash brilliant insights and 
the dialectics tend to repeat them- 


selves instead of progressing to 
deeper levels or. more _ subtle 
grounds. 


Thematically, the play is a moving 
outcry against the crushing of the 
human spirit by dogmas armed with 
torture wracks and, as a parable, it 
is pointed against modern totalitari- 
anism. (It’s not accidental that the 
play is a striking parallel to Arthur 
Koestler’s novel, “Darkness At 
Noon,” even to the title.) 

Galileo, after verifying with his 
telescope the Copernican theory of 
the solar system, sits his revolution- 
ary ideas against the rigid Church 
ideology. He sinks under the double 
pressure of Jesuitical arguments and 
his own faith, finally recanting his 
ideas and confessing to crimes never 
committed. 

Several of the drama’s many 
scenes have a powerful impact, Par- 
ticularly vivid is the meeting of 
Galileo and Cardinal Bellarmin, in 
which the dual meaning of truth is 
discussed. Also affecting are Gali- 
leo’s confrontations with the Pope, 
his trial scene and the macabre con- 
fessional sequence. Curtain comes 
down on an emotional peak, with 
Galileo repudiating his confession 
and affirming his science with the 
phrase, “It moves.” 

Of the long list of players, many 
of them AFRA members, eter 
Capell is most effective with a fully 
rounded portrait of Galileo. Kermit 
Murdock is excellent as the Pope, 
ranging from anger to fear with a 
subtly-shaded unction. Karl Weber, 
as Cardinal Bellarmin, and Ralph 
Camargo, as Galileo’s friend, also 
stand out. 

The settings, stylized along simple 
structural lines, are neatly adapted 
for quick shifting and adequately 
suggestive. Lighting and costumning 
are of professional standard. 

Herm. 


Plays Abroad 


Happy as Larry 


London, Dec. 17. 
Pilgrim Players Lid. presentation (by 
arrangement with Bronson Albery Musikart 
Society, Ltd.) of Mercury Theatre produc- 
tion of fantasy in three acts by Donagh 














MacDonagh. Directed by Denis Carey, At 
Criterion, London, Dec, 16, °47. 

4 ee Oe Ay W. A. Kelly 
Gecone- TAlsor.«vcrevsuveeecs Michael Gwynn 
BE, “TOP 0c vatoocsas Norman ‘Tyrrell 
Fourth Tailor.......ceoes Wilfrid Brambell 
We Me V0 oe sc veer secdictic Sheila Manahan 
RST os bes be ERs conn ccdansee Liam Redmond 
Mp: LOTT... cbcds cocccesioes Anna Burden 
DOC nc o:n-s.0 cohen ce reccecenns Fred Johnson 
WODTIME 2 ns deccccnsiennecscs Edward Byrne 
Gravediggzer...ceseeeses Christopher Steele 
Clotho ...cccscccsecccesss-.- Sally Travers 
TAR CMOOIG 6 i660 60000 60 be bneees Phyllis Ryan 
BAPODOe 4 ok vcevesdvceuns Christie Humphrey 


This poetic Irish fantasy was trans- 
ferred from its small tryout theatre, 
the Mercury, where it was acclaimed 
by the critics. Beautifully presented, 
its appeal is artistic, rather than 
commercial. If meticulously cast, it 
might be suitable for the Theatre 
Guild. But it’s essentially a little 
theatre production. 





Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 46, Cal. || 











Opening with four tailors stitching 


| to rhyme, scenes flash back 50 years 


depicting serio-comic soap g in the 
life of Larry, grandfather of one of 
the quartet. He meets a sorrowing 








young widow tending the fresh grave 
of her spouse, having promised him 
she wouldn’t rewed until the clay 
on his tomb was dry, 

He takes her to his home where 
his wife has been resisting the woo- 
ing of the local doetor. e medico 
poisons the husband, whose widow 
promptly allows herself to be con- 
soled by her villainous pursuer, In 
turn, the doctor is given a draught 
of his own brew by the spectral 
visits from the future generation. 
Larry, his body being pierced for 
blood transfusion to save the second 
corpse, comes back to life and his 
wife dies of shock. Larry is thus 
left with the gay young widow who 
leaves no doubt of her intention to 
take over his heart and hearth. 

All this is in rich brogue and 
with a disarming naivete which has 
a novel attraction. A delightful cast 
headed by Liam Redmond, Sheila 
Manahan (newly arrived from Dub- 
lin and already signed up for films) 
give rich satiric humor to the story. 

Clem. 


The Voice of the Turtle 
Budapest, Dec. 15. 


Muvesz Szinhaz production of comedy in 
three acts by John van Druten. Directed 
by Imre Apathy. Translation, Janos 
Bokay; set, Miklos Neogrady. At Szinhaz, 
Budapest. 

SERS bi ceWecedebetewstiebeens Klari Tolnay 
RVD pc bk-s 00h eeeroes ob n0 bes des Manyi Kiss. 
Ss bated a's 8 cabot eek eel Zoltan Varkonyi 


John van Druten’s Broadway 
smash isn’t likely to break Budapest 
legit records ‘too, Play got so-so 
critical reception, some attacking it 
for “saying nothing, and saying it 
weakly.” However, some press com- 
ment was favorable, on grounds that 
though it is nothing but a sweet, 
romantic story, it’s a story of real 
life, worth seeing. 

Director Imre Apathy did his best 
to make the play go over. Perform- 
ance is also aided by the set made 
by Miklos Neogrady who sucessfully 
turned the stage into a comfortable, 
homelike New York flat. This was 
quite a task, as he had to make a 
two-room, hall and kitchen flat on 
one of Budapest’s smallest stages. 

Third favoring factor, and consid- 
erably the strongest, is that the three- 
role play was introduced here with 
three top legit stars. Klari Tolnay, 
who is as good in drama as in 
comedy, gives a touchingly warm 
performance as Sally. 

Manyi Kiss, who is a top comedi- 
enne, makes the role of Olive very 
amusing. Her fantastic costumes aid 
greatly. Zoltan Varkonyi, who has 
played Hamlet and Henry IV, enacts 
the role of Bill, the GI, with surety 
and natural touch. 

Altogether, play reflects a_ real 
“Happy Sunday” mood (which is the 
title of play here) and one of a light, 
but sweet romantic love. Gaal, 


La Femme de Ta 
Jeunesse 


(Woman of Your Youth) 
Paris, .Dec. 16. 


Mrs. Simone Berriau production of com- 
edy in three acts by Jacques Deval. Di- 
rected by Deval. Set by Emile and Jean 
Bertin. At Theatre Antoine, Paris. 
ua. SEE ME ENTE CTE ee Gaby Morlay 
Maurice. ...cccscccsveccss Daniel Lecourtois 
| SOOT CTT CT TT ee Te eee Andre Rignault 
COIBOREE, wwicscccctcasaicece Lucienne Granier 
TOBR. vcccccevsccsnes Jean Claude Bonnardot 





This comedy, first to be produced 
here by Jacques Deval since he came 
back from America, looks easily 
adaptable for U. S. and also for the 
screen. In this, Gaby Morlay has 
an excellent vehicle appearing as 
the wife who has been married for 
17 years. She has fallen desperately 
in love with a friend of her hus- 
band, and they plan to give him 
poison. At the last minute, she does 
not poison him, but instead gives the 
air to the lover. It’s all done for 
laughs with intimate atmosphere 
helping put over the play. 

Gaby Morlay is not going over- 
board on dresses in this, and her 
acting never was better. Daniel 
Lecourtois, as the husband is con- 
vincing. Andre Rignault, as the 
younger lover who takes the affair 
with his friend’s wife as a matter 
of course, is also realistic. Lucienne 
Granier and Jean Claude Bonnardot 
have minor roles. 

This play was not expensive to 
stage but it carries more appeal than 
many more ambitious aig im ea 

axi. 


Atlanta to Have 2 Legits 
For First Time in Years 


Atlanta, Dec. 23. 


For the first time in years, Atlanta 
will have two legit theatres this 
winter. In addition to The Stage, a 
stock company which opens a guest- 
star policy Dec. 29 with Nancy Car- 
roll in “Personal Appearance,” at the 
Woman's Club, the town also has a 
new house for touring legits: 

Latter is the renovated and mod- 
ernized Tower theatre, under the 
management of Harvey Smith. It 
opens with a Christmas vaude bill, 
but future bookings include “State 
of the Union,” “Harvey,” “Song of 
Norway” and “Oklahoma!” 

The Stage is managed by Martin 
Cook, former Broadway” manager 
and stage manager. The productions 
will be directed by William Corri- 
gan. In general, Broadway stars and 
principals will be used, with local 
playing supporting parts. 








Plays Out of Town 


Make Mine Manhattan 
New Haven, Dec. 17. 


Joseph M. Hyman production of revue in 
two acts, scenes. 
Hassard Short, Sketches and lyrics, Arnold 
B. Horwitt; music, Richard Lewine; set- 
tings, Frederick Fox; costumes, Morton 
Haack; choreography, Lee Sherman; 
sketches directed by Max Liebman; orches- 
trations, Ted Royal; music director, Charles 
Sanford; vocal supervision, 
musical continuity for dances, 


Lois Mosely; 
Mel Pahl, 


Added material by Max Liebman, Ted Fet- 


ter. Allan Roberts, Sid Caesar. Peter 
Barry, David Gregory, Sylvia Rosales. 
Opened at Shubert theatre, New Haven, 
Dec. 17, °47; $4.20 top. 

Cast: Sid Caesar, David Burns, Joshua 
Shelley, Sheila Bond, Danny Daniels, Kyle 
MacDonnell, Jack Kilty, Nelle Fisher, Ray 
Harrison, Max Showalter, Eleanor Bagley, 
Stephanie Augustine, Hal Loman, Perry 
Bruskin, Joy Carroll, Biff McGuire, Ed 
Chappel, Larry Carr, Jean Jones, Sterling 
Mace, Rhoda Johannson, Francis Spencer, 
Tony Charmoli Tommy Morton, Willis 
Brunner, Skip Randall, Rudy Tone, Phyllis 
Mayo, Dolores Novins, Maria Nita, Anne 


Annabelle Gold. 

The only apparent thing that can 
stop this musical from _ tickling 
Gotham for some time to come is the 
possibility of fumbling in the staging 
department. As yet, despite a rapid 
pace, the routining is not welded to 
the best advantage. But there are 
ample assets that can be shuffled into 
sock entertainment. 


Premiere found the show’s weak- 
est moments in the final sector. The 
old adage of sending ‘em home with 
a wallop seems to have been ignored 
in setting the running order here. A 
reshuffle of the numbers, plus the 
addition of a stronger finale, can 
mean a difference of months in the 
Broadway run of “Manhattan.” 

There’s talent a-plenty in this set- 
up, including the creative, as well as 
the visible, contributors. Some very 
funny skits have been spliced with 
novel terps and witty ditties to bring 
this production to a point of con- 
siderable promise. It’s not smash 
fare as yet, but there’s enough mate- 
rial present for the show to locate 
the Broadway hit column. 

Show brings Sid Caesar to the fore 
as an extremely capable comedian. 
His versatility is a substantial a 
on which to build laugh material. 
This revue should do plenty for him 
just as he does plenty for the revue. 
David Burns is another heavy entrant 
in the guffaw roster, while Joshua 
Shelley and Max Showalter add good 
comedy support. 

Four sketches sprinkle the bill 
generously with chuckles, these be- 
ing “Any Resemblance,” a poke at 
drama crix; “First Ave. Gets Ready,” 
a United Nations howl]; “Full Fathom 
Five,” a burlesques on fountain pens; 
“Hollywood Heads East,” a pic 
making travesty. Also good for 
laughs are the tunes “Noises In The 


Feris, 


Street,” “Traftz” and “Subway 
Song.” 

Score as a whole is appealing, a 
well diversified lineup including 


novelties like “Take It Back, We’re 
Through” and “The Good Old Days,” 
as well as a couple of romantic tunes. 
“IT Don’t Know His Name” and “I 
Fell In Love With You,” both of 
which should become ‘hits. Lyrics 
are consistently upper _ bracket, 
“clever” serving as a good descrip- 


tive, 

Jack Kilty and Kyle MacDonnell 
head the yocals in good voice. 
Eleanor Bagley does okay with the 
comic “Movie House in Manhattan” 
tune and Sheila Bond handles a 


livel one tagged “Gentleman 
Friend.” 
A dance standout is a ballet in- 


which the Horatio Alger tale. “Phil 
The Fiddler,” is put to music: It’s 
effective and handsomely done, with 
vocal story telling by Kilty. Nelle 
Fisher, Ray Harrison, Sheila Bond, 
Danny Daniels and Hal Loman con- 
tribute importantly in various phases 
of hoofing. An entrant given con- 
siderable fine is a takeoff on “Al- 
legro,” which shapes up as a satirical 
po or an ordinary travesity, de- 
pending largely on whether or not 
the onlooker has seen the original 
Rodgers and Hammerstein opus. 
ettings and costumes offer good 
eye appeal. Charles Sanford rates 
mention as conductor. Bone. 


The Magie Rowan 
Pasadena, Dec. 18. 
Pasadena Playhouse production of play 
in two acts (four scenes), by James Shaw 
rant. Staged by Gilmor Brown and Vin- 
cent Bowditch, settings by Scott Mclean. 








Opened at Pasadena Playhouse, Dec. 17, 
'47, at $2.60 top. 
oo Fae PTTTTT TT Elizabeth Harrower 
pe ON ee a ney te Joan Wheeler 
Katag.. seece Coedsveorecronces Maudie Prickett 
Gormelia......> COR CoCo ore reeree Mary Wing 
Pe eeeebecrocrecveerococeces Ray Hughes 
See eee reeereesereeseses Alan Edmiston 
oboe er cecereecesoseeesWe. Murray Yeats 
eos... Vineent Bowditch 
MacDougall..... seccees Samuel R. Herrick 
| bem inch PITT TTL OT eee Daniel Holton 
MacLuggage...occseccccccs: Frederic Berest 
Mrs. MacVinish.......... Dorothy Spellman 
ee H. Phillip Chambers 


Old Women....Donnamae Hurd, Mary E. 
Adamson, Mary Larmonth 

Ann Crane, Jane Cole, 
Barbara Cole, Jean Egan. Singers: 
Coleman, Amaryllis Bates, Ben Janney, 
Miles Middough. Musicians: Rosemary Mc- 
Namee, homas Hall, Ben Janney, Ed 
Kemmerer. 


From the folk lore of the Hebrides 
comes this magic tree story authored 
by James Shaw Grant, touted in 
Scotland as “another Barrie.” The 
description, judging by this play, 
is enthusiastic. 

Not that “The Magic Rowan” is a 
bad play. It has moments of charm 


Dancing Girls: 
Jean 





and appeal. But it is far from being 





Staged and lighted by 





an international play, however 
its appeal may be in Scotland. ast 
The Rowan is a tree indigenous to 
the Hebrides and, according to island 
legend, its fruit has miraculous qual. 
ities. As a program note explains 
it is “bitter to the taste, but those 
who eat it are purged forthwith of 
malice, greed and envy, They be. 
lieve no longer in the infallibilit 
of their own ignorance, but loo 
pen + yes with the bright won- 
er of a child and th i 
oan: .. .” re ae 
The play is allegorical. Loc i 
the tiny crofting village ow bow 
ravultan, the four scenes detail how 
the spirit of the Rowan transforms 
the bleak, austere life of the hamlet 
When the magic spirit departs there 
iS a promise of a lighter, warmer 
outlook in the little community 
_For American consumption, con- 
siderable rewriting and tightening 
seems needed. The final scene should 
be eliminated to avoid having one 
of the characters paraphrase the 
meaning of the Rowan’s visit — a 
theme more eloquent when merely 


implied. Kap 
y 
The Wise Have Not 
a 
Spoken 
Cleveland, Dec. 20. 
Western Reserve Univ. production of 
three-act drama by Paul Vincent Carrol). 
Directed by Basil Langton and presented 
by University and Eldred Players, at 


Eldred campus theatre. 





Commendably artistic and under- 
standing first American performance 
of this Paul Vincent Carroll drama 
of Ireland can be attributed mostly 
to Basil Langton, British actor-di- 
rector, who takes the lead role and 
also staged play, as he did in the 
London production last January. 

Manhattan possibilities for “The 
Wise Have Not Spoken” seem good, 
It doesn’t need much rewriting or 
doctoring. Dealing with Ireland’s 
confused and rebellious post-war 
young generation, it was writte 
with the sensitivity, passion an 
eloquence that Carroll displayed in 
his “Shadow and Substance” (1938) 
and “White Steed” (1939). 

But unlike those mystical pieces, 
this down-to-earth work has far 
more dramatic bite and timeltness, 
Author makes a strong indictment 
of decadent living conditions in 
contemporary Ireland. Carroll’s in- 
dignation often blazes in his saga of 
the ill-fated MacElroy family of 
four orphans, who eke out the barest 
existence on a rundown farm near 
Dundalk. 


Although it’s an almost continuous 
philosophical debate, Carroll writes 
with vitality and lyric beauty. The 
drama’s grimness is sometimes re- 
lieved by flavorous, earthy humor. 
After a somewhat slow firm act, the 
play moves toward explosive melo- 
drama. Western Reserve production 
is better staged than usual campus 
shows. 


Langton, doubling as the fanatic 
malcontent who sneers at clerics as 
well as capitalism, exhibits profes- 
sional skill in depicting his char- 
acter’s mental conflicts and bewilder- 
ment. His striking portrayal is as 
impressive as his direction. 


Clarence Kavanaugh, borrowed 
from Cleveland Play House, is ex, 
cellent as compassionate priest an 
Adeline Hiatt, another guest-actress, 
plays a heartbroken girl with touch- 
ing simplicit llen. 


Mr. Cooper’s Left Hand 
Minneapolis, Dec. 20. 


Because it has been completely re- 
written since its original produc- 
tion by George Abbott and Richard 
Myers two years ago, the North Star 
Drama Guild, leading local little 
theatre group, is announcing its cur- 
rent presentation of Clifford Gold- 
smith’s three-act comedy of ado- 
lescent girlhood and parental prob- 
lems, “Mr. Cooper’s Left Hand,” ag 
a world-premiere “pre-Broadway 
production. 


In its initial fling, “Mr. Cooper” 
expired quickly during its Boston 
tryout. If the present revamped ver- 
sion is any improvement over the 
original, it’s easy to understand why 
the latter was so shortlived. While 
falling into the apparently almost 
sure-fire “Junior Miss,” “Kiss and 
Tell” and “Dear Ruth” category, this 
one comes through only infrequently 
with moderately amusing lines and 
situations. ee 

For the most part it’s dull, insipid, 
stupid, implausible -and silly. 
doesn’t size up as a first-rate little 
theatre vehicle, let alone a Broad- 
way candidate. : 

The thin plot has been clumsily 

added out in tedious fashion, 

hile the central situation of a boy- 
starved adolescent girl suddenly 
surrounded with supposed male ad- 
mirers as the result of her parents 
and their friends’ manipulations un- 
doubtedly contains comic possibili- 
ties, they have been only faintly 
realized. The laughs are too far an 
few between and the juvenile con- 
versational exchanges become wear!- 
some. “ 

The Arthur Sircom direction and 
the North Star Drama Guild acting 
and staging are, as usual, competent, 
with good- performances _ being 
turned in by Rita McDonough, Wil- 


liam Shepherd and Paul Friedman. 
Rees. 
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“Remain a Negre” fer Digest 

Reader’s Digest, for January, will 
seprint Walter White's article from 
the Oct. il issue of Saturday Re- 
view of Literature, “Why I Remain 

Negro.” Article created much 


comment when it first appeared, and 


has been sent out in thousands of 
reprints by various organizations, 
including the National Assn. for 
Advancement of Colored People, 
Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, Committee of 100, etc. 

White read the piece Oct. 13 over 
WNEW, N. Y., as the first program 
jn the radio series, “The Author 
Speaks His Piece.” Now Musart, a 
distributing firm for independent 
record labels, is issuing it, as re- 
corded by White. The album, con- 
sisting of three 12-inch disks in viny- 
lite, issued under Musart’s own Gal- 
Jery label, will be ready in January. 
It will be first in a series of unusual 
contemporary literature albums, 
with an album of modern plays set 
to follow. 





Auerbach-Levy’s OK Book 

William Auerbach-Levy’s “Is That 
Me?” (Watson-Guptill; 7.50) is 
slightly misnomered “a book about 
caricature” because actually it’s a 
highly entertaining volume of text 
and pictures. The artist's wife, 
Florence Von Wien, did the text and, 
in combination, it’s a very readable 
and seeable book to the degree that 
it’s understandable how and why the 
first edition of 10,000 is a selout 
(according to trade reports). Wat- 
son-Guptill is the firm which seems 
to specialize in art books, having 
done such a fine job with Norman 
Rockwell’s $10-a-copy publication. 

Incidentally, caught on John 
Brown's new television quiz show, 
“Americana,” when Auerbach-Levy 
televized caricatures of Gershwin, 
Woollcott and Will Rogers, the artist 
suggests being a good video bet. 
Unlike most. caricaturists, who 
seemingly delight in committing 
mayhem with crayon, Auerbach- 
Levy is as much an artist as a facile. 
cartoonist. Abel. 





Esquire’s Ad Letouts 

Esquire publisher Dave Smart, in a 
sweeping pre-Xmas edict, let out 
Esky ad manager “Shorty” Long and 
eastern ad manager Jim Curtis, both 
with the outfit many years. With 
them went some 13 aides. 

Publisher David Smart alse sent 
in a directive to his editors com- 
plaining that there was toe much 
entertainment matter, particularly 


_ radio, getting into the mag, and ask- 


ing that purchase of radio pieces be 
cut down. 

Theodore (Ted) Sweetser, brother 
of golfer Jess Sweetser, is executive 
veepee and advertising director of 


-‘poth Esquire, Coronet and Apparel 


Arts. Coronet goes into accepting 
advertising next year. 





Serialize Hargrove Novel 


Marion Hargrove’s first novel, 
“Something’s Got to Give,” has been 
bought as a two-part serial by Good 
Housekeeping, and will run in next 
April-May issues. William Sloan 
Associates will publish the book in 
May. 

Metro has a 30-day option on the 
story, and recently suggested some 
changes. Film company got the re- 
vised version last week, and nego- 
tiations for a sale are to be resumed 
shortly. 





‘Schlemie? (We Thinkf 


Rinehart & Co. wanted to know 
the proper spelling of “schlemiel.” 
used in Charles Jackson’s upcoming 
new novel, and ran out of authentic 
sources, that ran the gamut from the 
N. Y. Times to Time, so wound up 
asking Variety. The above spelling, 
however, is not guaranteed. 





Ads Suffer in Paris Sheets 

Shortage of newsprint in Paris, 
intensified by the recent strike wave, 

reduced the size of the dailies 
to a half-sheet and compelled them 
to refuse many ads and minimize the 
size of those they carry. An _ in- 
crease in. the cost of newsprint of 

1% Was also decided on Dec. 10. 
Since many papers are already in 
the red, many of them, both daily 
and weekly, are likely to be put out 
ef business altogether, further re- 
ducing advertising potentialities. 
Surviving weeklies are considering 
turning bi-monthly. 

Radio advertising can only be ob- 
tained by arrangement with radio 
reviewers since French radio is non- 
commercial. Considerably increased 

®*s on posters and shortage of 
Paper make them a medium which 
is proving very expensive to use. 





Hy Gardner 
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Nevertheless, flackeries are increas- 
ingly resorting to it, both en the 
streets and in the subways. 





T-H Not for “Good” Unions 


Restoration of closed shop for 
“good” unions may result from the 
current investigation of the print- 
ers’ strike against the Chicago dail- 
ies, according to Rep. Charles J. 
Kersten (R., Wis.). The congress- 
man is a member of the House Labor 
subcommittee, which opened hear- 
ings Monday (22) to trace possible 
connection between the month-old 


strike and the Tart-Hartley Act. | 


Kersten also said the probe may re- 
sult in modification of the act’s 
union shop provisions. 


John J. Pilch, prexy of striking 
Local 16; Woodruff Randolph, ITU 
chief, and John O'Keefe, secretary 
of the Chicago Newspaper Publish- 
ers Assn., testified at the opening 
session. Pilch asserted that the 
strike hinges on the union’s wage 
demands. O'Keefe denied that, say- 
ing that the main issue is the union’s 
no-contract policy, which he declar- 
ed is designed to keep the closed 
shop in violation of the Taft-Hartley 
law. Woodruff asserted that the 
T-H act “appears to have been tail- 
ored for us, and if used to the ut- 
most is intended to destroy this 
union.” 


Rep. Thomas Owens (R., Ill.), who 
heads the subcommittee and helped 
frame the Taft-Hartley legislation, 
said it hadn’t been aimed at “good” 
unions like the ITU. “We never 
had in mind that unions which had 
been getting along for years with 
employers would have difficulty 
with the law,” the congressman re- 
marked. Privately, he expressed the 
belief that modification of the closed 
shop would come through interpre- 
tation by the NLRB and the courts, 
rather than by amending the act. 

The investigation resumes today 
(Wed.) with Randolph on the stand. 





But Never “Immoral” 


Apparently the much-criticised 
confession and loeve-story mags in the 
U. S. are tepid stuff compared to the 
French version of same. That, at 
least, is indicated by a letter of re- 
jection received recently by a 
French author from the editor of a 
Paris women’s periodical. Turn- 
down read as follows: 

“Your stories are not the kind we 
want. Remember that the material 
for our paper must be only stories 
of love and action. No question of 
platonic love. Without going too far, 
you must consider love under the 
voluptuous angle, and as it is in real 
life, meaning the woman can and 
must even have surrendered, and 
that the husband can have a mistress, 
as it happens in normal life.”... 
“You must write in the first person 
and always use the same _ theme, 
meaning love, voluptuousness, and 
passion.” 

A p. s. stated, “It remains under- 
stood that material meant for us 
should never be immoral.” 





Costa Heads Ohio Course 


Joseph Costa, photo supervisor of 
the New York Mirror's Sunday 
magazine and president of the Na- 
tional Press Photographers Assn., 
will direct the seventh annual news 
photography short course at Kent 
State Univ., Kent, Ohio., March 23- 
26. Some 225 full-time press photog- 
raphers and 15 speakers will attend 
the coursé. 

Activities will include exhibitions 
of the year’s best pictures, displays 
of the best 15 photos of newspaper 
and picture syndicates, award of a 
citation for the top photo of the 


year, and prizes for spot news, fea- | 


ture, sports and color transparencies. 


CHATTER 


Jack Conway is writing a book on 
his 40 years in the film industry. 

Richard English to Mexico City for 
material for a Satevepost article. 

Vincent Sheean is on his way to 
India for a séries for Holiday mag. 

Irwin Shaw has completed his first 
novel, after two years’ intermittent 
work. ' 

Personal Liberty Magazine started 
in N. Y. with Carlson Wade as 
editor. 

John O’Hara is working on a new 
novel, for probable publication late 
in 1948. 

John F. Hinternhoff, of Crane 
Press, starting a new short story 
magazine. ; 

Joan Bennett is writing an article, 
depicting the enjoyment of life after 
30, for The Woman mag. 

Babette Hughes’ latest novel, “The 


“A Domestic Item 


as the World Press 
Might Treat It 


Journalistically”’ . 
in the forthcoming 
42d Anniversary Number 
ef 
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|Magic Penny,” is scheduled for 
| Rinehart release in February. 

After finishing a new novel, “The 
Ides of March,” Thornton Wilder is 
at work on an untitled drama. 

Carolyn Rolland, associate editor 
of Seventeen Mag, currently in Hol- 
lywood for interviews with the top 
stars. 

Helen Hoke has resigned from 
David McKay and will join Frank- 
lin Watts, Inc., as vice-president and 
editor-in-chief. 

One-volume edition of six war- 
time books by British humorist A. 
P. Herbert will be published by 
Doubleday Jan. 8. 


The baton twirling mag, Drum 


cover music and musicians, Don 
Sartell edits from Janesville, Wis. 

Complete history of Universal-In- 
ternational Pictures is currently be- 
ing written by a British freelancer, 
Patrick E. T. Whittington, in Lon- 
don. 

There’s’. slight confusion over 
Coronet’s managing editor. He’s 
Jerome Beatty, Jr. Beatty, senior 
is still a staff writer for American 
Magazine. 

Anderson News Syndicate is 
scheduled to get underway about 
March 1. [Ht will peddle a weekly 
release digest of trade and business 
publications. 

Tex McCrary, Bill Leonard and 
Raymond Moley will be speakers 
Saturday (27) at the Women’s Press 
Ciub of N. Y. luncheon, at the Penn- 
sylvania hotel, N. Y. 

Metro homeoffice publicity chief 
Herb Crooker has hit Pic mag again, 
this time with a story on the frost- 
bite fleets that sail Long Island 
Sound during the winter. 

American publications in Paris 
are not affected by the recent gov- 
ernment ukase to cut down their 
size since they take care themselves 
of their newsprint ‘supply. 

New slick family-type mag is an- 
nounced for February, to be called 
Country Fair, Milton W. Smith is 
editor and associates are William P. 
Cleason, Vic Giler, Lin Scheid and 
Florence Odets. 

When Bennett Cerf played a lec- 
ture date in Janesville, Wis., recent- 
ly he went nerts shopping for some 
famed Wisconsin cheese for N. Y. 
and Coast pals only to learn—as with 
California oranges—the best product 
is exported to other states. How- 
ever, everybody wanted to sell him 
a Parker pen instead of cheese— 
Janesville is where Parker has its 
home plant. . 











Public Relations 


|\jU__. Centinued frem page 3 





He’d foresee what was coming and 
then lay out a plan, which he would 
present to the MPA board, for meet- 
ing the problem.” 

The pub-ad group was asking for 
$75,000 to hire such a man and op- 
erate the program. MPA board ap- 





| propriated the coin but put it in| 
the hands of a committee of execu- | 


tives which it named. Nate Blum- 
berg, Universal prexy, is chairman. 
Other members are Jack Cohn, of 
Columbia; Austin C. Keough, Para- 
moufht; Sam Schneider, Warner 
Bros., and Joseph R. Vogel, Metro. 
| Ex officio members are the chair- 
| men of the Advertising and Public- 
| ity Directors Committee—currently 
it’s Charles Schlaifer, of 20th-Fox— 
and the MPA’s national director of 
information, Kenneth Clark. 

The new committee has given no 
indication of how active it wil! be 
or what tack it will take. Pub-ad 
directors, however, are net optimis- 
tic about the Blumberg committee 
having enough time away from the 
tremendous problems now facing. the 
industry here and abroad to give 
sufficient thought to public relations 
activities. 

There has been some behind-the- 
scenes feeling between the Pub-Ad 
Directors and the MPA’s flack force 
as to who was to run the program, 








Major, will expand next spring to | 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Letterman, Gen. Hosp., Dec. 22. 

“Dear Chump:—” writes B.G. “You and your exposes of fight films! 
You weren't so smart in the old days either. I recall gossip around Billy 
Gibson's saloon in the Bronx about a sportswriter on the Sun who was 
milked weekly of his newspaper decision hours before the paper hit the 
streets. 

“Touts used to look over his shoulder while he was writing at the ring- 
side. Then they’d go out in the bar, start arguments and make bets, leav- 
ing the Sun to settle the matter. 

“That chump was you. Confess up. Wasn't it?” 

Yes, it was. But one night I got wise to the racket, crossed up the touts, 
Matty Baldwin or Johnny Keyes, and have never heard of them since. 

“Dear Mugg,” writes George Seldes, “my ‘1,000 Americans’ should be 
of real help to you guys who don’t know where your next angel is coming 
from. James Gerard once said 64 Americans ruled America. More re- 
| cently he reduced the entire list to the J. P. Morgan partners. Well, I've 
| upped the list by 949, and while many of them would cut your throat for 
| its fat content, you may find one here and there who would back a show. 
| The price of this exclusive sucker list is $3.” 


"rrr © 

















| “Dear Sir,” writes Memphis (Harry Lee) Ward. “Thank the muggs for 
| speeding up deliveries in Hollywood. This way the agencies throw the 
papers out three days sooner. The switch caught me behind in my read- 
| ing, but 'm au courant now. You're doing okay, too. In fact you're doing 
so well I've decided to release my life story to you and Vanrery, exclu- 
sively. It’s called ‘One Alone.’ I once got paid $15 for a piece in Varrery, 
|so I know what I'm giving away.” 





| “Dear Frank,” writes Jeanne Godshall from C Bar G Ranch.” Just got 
home for a brief week from Oregon and been reading again the wonder- 
ful writeup you gave me in Variery. My, lat that is really semething. 
| J was so thrilled with it and want you to know how very much I appre- 
ciate...” 


| “Dear Mr. Scully,” writes Abraham Manderstam of Camp Wigwam, 
| Maine. “I read your article in Variery on the late Maestro, Leopold 
| Godow sky, with a great deal of interest; and in view of the fact that you 
| expressed so much warmth in reminiscing about him, I thought the 
enclosures would interest you. 

‘ “The photographs of him and the wife were taken by me while motor- 
ing with them in Northern Africa.” 





“Dear Frank Scully,” writes Dora Ingram. “Your good lines in the 
Variety of the 19th make me feel as though you and some other good 
friends had let me sit in with you beside a good fire. We are just talking. 
Remembering back sometimes. Thinking of these garish days beside the 
days of—say—the summer of 1920, when the lovely Dagmar was in a pic- 
| ture being made at Universal. It was a desert island story. She wore 
little else but a wonderful hanky, big enough only to cover the necessary 
| Spots. Frank Mayo was the leading man and showed little of the skill he 
| proved later in a Joe Hergesheimer story, directed by King Vidor. 

“Dagmar in those days was, to those of us who really worked in the 
| movies but not at all in the public eye, a little bit of exquisite femininity, 
| very sneoty, and I saw her once give a look at Wallace Beery, who was 
| playing “au natural” in the Indian epic Mr. Tourneur was making at the 

time—a look of such complete scorn that at once and for no other reason 
| I decided she was not for pictures. 

“Wallace and Henry Woodward (formerly a major in the U. S. Army) 
| both were above criticism to everyone in Mr. Teurneur’s company. We 
| Were a smallish company and if we criticized each other, woe betide the 
outsider who dared even so much as look critically at any one of us. 

“I knew that Dagmar had a famous father, and I adored his playing. 
Further back, Frank, in Leeds, England, I was 90 lbs. of nervous energy 
earning my living proudly as secretary to the headmaster of the Leeds 
Technical School. I tried to learn to play the piano, and when the great 
Vladimir de Pachmann was to give a recital at the Conservatory, I was 
there, in that packed little room, sitting at his left hand, clese beside the 
piano, a little below him and looking up at him. 

“He wasn’t good looking, Frank, so that I was horribly embarrassed 
when, at the end, acknowledging the applause, he reached out and touched 
my chin in a fatherly and kind gesture. Then he said, spreading out that 
famous left hand, ‘see? See that thumb?’ 

“It wasn’t a thumb exactly, Frank, to my young eyes, but a little human 
being. He put his right hand on the cord-like scar where a tendon had 
been cut to give the thumb greater pliability. 

“Just that moment, Frank, everyone was around him, and he explained 
that the left thumb is the most important of all the fingers. I heard a 
little thing, Frank, but I’ve got a good memory. 

“Then in New York—the woman violinist Maud Powell—others: but 
when I heard the great Rachmaninoff in Philadelphia—and though there 
was other music, splendid and terrible and brilliant and mad—he re- 
mains as one of the gods who walked this earth. 


oe a great lot and, sincerely, Frank, You evoke good and lovely 
things.” 





} 
' 





“Dear Frank,” writes John L. Reoney. “In this old world of king and 
clown, where each tomorrow is a carbon-copy of today, I get a great 
kick out of ‘Scully’s Scrapbook’... 

“To one ‘way back in the woods like yours truly, it is a snatch of Broad- 
way waving from the top limb of a maple tree shoutin’ ‘howdy, friend,’ I 
come to greet thee with news from the street of laughter and tears. Where 
every clown thinks he is the leading star of the big parade.’ 

“When men please me with their writing, be it a song, book, or play, I 
get behind my typewriter and sprinkle words like April does her rain- 
drops, and why not? The good things of this world are few and far be- 
tween, if you’re askin’ me. And those who brighten our lives should be 
told about it in no small terms. 

“I refuse to become a millionaire. Therefore I live alone here in the 
woods and do a great deal of reading under oil lamps. With my old wood 
fire going, and the night wind singing through the forest, I sit down with 
a good glass of ale and ‘Variety’ and am in seventh heaven two blocks 
from St. Peter’s Parlor, where the bright boys who are through with suc- 
cess and money gettin’ sit down together over cakes and ale and talk of 
old times and smoke long, clay church warden pipes.”... 








and the Pub-Ad group believes that | publicity setup, which would con- 
by last week’s action the MPAites | tinue pretty much as is, handling 
|} won out. The Pub-Ad men were | day-to-day flackwork: 


| hoping that they’d have some say With many people in the industry 
| over the public relations activities. |of the opinion that public relations 
| They feel that merely by having | is its No. 1 problem, the pub-ad 
| their chairman an ex-officio member | chiefs were encouraged by last 
of the committee, they will not have | week's action of the MPA board to 
much weight. the extent that the naming of the 

There has been some variation of | committee showed a recognition of 
thinking on whether any big-shot |the problem. They think it will im- 
public relations counsel who was |prove the situation somewhat, im that 
hired would work under MPA prez | they will at least have a member 





Eric Johnston. The pub-ad men had 
pretty much come to agreement that 
he should be within the FPA frame- 
work, although outside the MPA 








of the MPA board whe is directly 
concerned with public relations and 
to whom they can turn with sugges- 
tions and problems. 
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Broadway 


Abe Lastfogel due back from the 
Coast in time fer Xmas. 


Tom Kane mending after recent 
illness at his home at Phelps, N. Y. 

Henry Senber joined Karl Bern- 
stein to do p.a. chores on “Bonanza 
Bound.” 

Frank Tait leaving N. Y. for Coast 
Dec. 30, and flying home to Aussie 
Jan. 11. Ate 

“Call Me Mister” players giving 
Christmas night party to revues. 
producers, authors and backers. 

Bill Fields on week’s visit to Sara- 
sota in connection with next seasons 
Ringling, Barnum & Bailey circus. 

Lauritz Melchior due in N. : 
from the Coast Jan. 2 for his Met 
appearance Jan. 3 in “Tristan and 
Isolde.” ; 

Isadora Bennett now associate p.a. 
in Richard Maney’s office, along with 
Reuben Rabinovitch and Frank 
Goodman. 

Jock Lawrence and wife planed | 
Monday (22) for Cuba on a 10-day | 
vacation as house-guests with the 
J. P. McEvoys. : 

Vincent Sardi, Jr., out of hospital 
after appendectomy. This gives 
Sardi, Jr., his longed-for opportu- 
nity for re-activity. 

Richard Davis and Gerald Severn 
(ne G. W. Sevastianov) set up legit 
production offices in N. Y. as Davis 
& Severn Productions. — 

Helen Traubel to sing “Silent 
Night” on NBC tonight (Wed.) at 
11:57 p.m., to resume an old Mme. 
Schumann-Heink tradition. : 

Maurice Turet agenting and Eddie 
O’Keefe back with Eva Le Gallienne 
Ibsen repertory which starts its pre- 
Broadway tour in Buffalo Jan. 15. 

Lou Wilson, formerly with -the 
William Morris agency, now with 
the Prince Littler office in London, 
expected to visit N. Y. next month. : 

Opening of Samuel Goldwyn's 
“Bishop’s Wife” at the Astor two 
weeks ago netted New York Assn. 
for the Blind $7,000 in a benefit 
preem. 

Cobweb Playhouse Co., at Noroton 
Heights, Conn., has changed name to 
Noroton Heights Playhouse. “A 
Connecticut Yankee” is current at- 
trection. oy 

Irene Thirer, N. Y. Post film critic, 
who has been out sick for several 
months, is due back on the job 
shortly. Paper threw her a party 
Friday (19). . 

Stewart Long, of Chicago “Born 
Yesterday” company, signed for 
Garry Merrill lead role in the Aus- 
tralian production of the Garson 
Kanin comedy. 

Henry Ferber, comptroller of The- 
atre Owners of America, has ankled 
that job to move in to Metropolitan 
Playhouses as assistant to R. V 
Wemple, treasurer. 

Ferrucio Tagliavini, Charles Kull- 
man and Cleo Elmo head list of stars 
for benefit concert by Permanent 
Committee to Help Italian Orphans, 
at Met Opera House Feb. 3. 

Sophie Tucker, after top biz at 
Bal Tabarin, Frisco, spending the 
holidays with the Seymour Weisses 
in New Orleans, prior to opening 
at the Beverly Club there. 

Basil Rathbone read Christmas 


stories to kid patients at the Memo- 
rial Hospital Monday (22) assisted 
by chalk talks by Rube Goldberg, 


Otto Soglow, and other cartoonists. 
First annual dinner in memory of 
the late Jimmy Walker will be held 
at Waldorf-Astoria, Jan. 14. George 
Jessel will toastmaster and opens the 
next day at Copacabana, Miami 


ach. 

Ellabelle Da American Negro 
soprano, is making three concert 
appearances in one week in Havana. 
She sang in recital Monday (22) and 
sings with Havana Philharmonic 
Dec. 28-29. 

American League for a Free Pal- 
estine has taken over house for Jan. 
10 performance of Experimental 
Theatre's “Skipper Next to God,” 
starring John Garfield, at the Max- 
ine Ellott. 

Joseph H. Seidelman, Universal's 
foreign chief, made a Chevalier in 
the French National Legion of 
Honor. Ludovic. Chancel, French 
Consul General, presented the deco- 
ration yesterday (23). ~° 

Horace (“The Killer”) McMahon, 
after play'ng in four pix on the 
Coast, in town for a few days, then 
to Chicago, where his wife, actress 
Louise Campbell, is expecting their 
first child in a few weeks. 

Gregor Rabinovitch, producing a 
series of operatic films in Italy for 
Columbia release, due in some time 
next month. He was scheduled to 
arrive on the America Monday (22), 
but cancelled his passage. 

David Kay, whose column in the 
N.Y. Po -rroneously referred 
to.in Vamery as being sponsored by 
the Shel) O:! Co. is in fact prez of 
the She Products Co. The two 
outfits have “he affiliation. 

Motion Pictiuse Associates holds its 
annual installeton officers and 
Girectors Jan. $ at the Hetel Astor. 
Group’s new prexy, Arthur Mayer, 
will inducted, rene Fred J. 
Schwartz, Century theatres veepee. 

Capt. Leonard dePaur, whose 
Negro Infantry Chorus makes its 
N. Y. bow at Carnegie Hall Sunday 
(28), was choral conductor for 
Broadway productions of “Four 
Saints in Three Acts” and “John 
Henry.” 

Former Goy. Alfred M. Landon 

as barred from the Metropolitan 

a Club last week (15) because 
he was wearing @ business suit at 


the opera instead of white tie and 
tails. Even though he was guest of 
George Sloan, chairman of Met's 
board and club prez. 


° 
Vienna 
By Emil W. Maass 
Raoul Aslan recovered from illness 
and back in Burgtheatre. _ 
Lilian Harvey is appearing in stage 
show at Grosse Konzerthaus. 
Adolph Worth-Wirtschafter here 
from U. S. to buy new films. — 
Paxfilm Co. working on picture 
depicting life of Austrian poet 
Rosegger. : 
Ernst Deutsch signed for Conti- 
nental film, to be directed by Eduard 
von Borsody. 
Wili Forst plans alliance with a 
Belgian film company headed by 
Georges Lourrau-Dessus. 
U. S. composer Paul Siegel had air 
premiere here of his First Symphony, 
titled “Between Two Worlds.” 
Raimund theatre rehearsing “With- 
out Money I Would Be Happy,” by 
Rudolf Oesterreicher, with music by 
Charles Loube. 
Actor-author Karl Farkas left for 
extensive tour of Europe. Wrote 
story for Styria film “Many Times 
100,” to star Marika Roekk. 


San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 
Andy Russell in for polio appeal. 
Joaquin Garay set for House of 
Harris. 
Walton Goldman has quit the tal- 
ent biz for insurance. 
Gil Thomas, KGO-ABC writer- 
producer, father of a son. 
Joseph Josephson in for single 
Christmas night performance at the 
Curran. 
Blumenfeld to use Guild (Lippert) 
house for move-overs, with “Exile” 
as starter. 
Edward Arnold in for “Mr. Presi- 
dent” broadcast from the President 
Cleveland liner. 
Failure to procure liquor license 
balked the opening of Cafe Society, 
for which Jimmy Savo had been 
signed. 
Richard E. Goebel, sales manager 
of KQW-CBS, appointed general 
manager of KLAS, a CBS affiliate to 
be built in Las Vegas. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Carl Brisson currently at Hotel 
Statler’s Embassy Room: 
Vincent Lopez in for a one-day 
disk-signing stint for local depart- 
ment store. 

Annual Christmas tree lighting 
ceremony and President’s greeting 
to nation to be broadcast from White 
House lawn 5-5:30 today (Wed.). 

Ina Ray Hutton and orch at Club 
Kavakos. 

June Knight, here in “Sweet- 
hearts,” received a backstage visit 
from Secretary of Agriculture and 
Mrs. Clinton Anderson, former neigh- 
bors in Texas. 

Eric Johnston spending: the holi- 
days at his Spokane home before his 
Hollywood trek. 


% Deals 


——m=m=m Continued from page | =! 


refusing to sign these performers at 
prevailing salaries, Since the agen- 
cies had been unable to sell the 
performer on the idea of taking a 
cut, the guarantee and percentage 
idea was brought in. 

The performers are reported will- 
ing to go in under those conditions. 
The Latin Casino, Philadelphia, is 
now in negotiations with several 
performers on that basis. There the 
pattern has been for $1,000 guaran- 
tee plus 25% of the gross after 
$18,000. Thus the cafe would have to 
gross $22,000 to give the act a $2,000 
check. Under those circumstances, 
nobody loses money. 

It’s this type deal that will elim- 
inate the non-drawing acts and re- 
duce salaries to pre-war levels. 
When an act fails to hit percentages 
several times in a row, it’s probable 
the $1,000 figure will drop lower. 


L. A. Theatre Tele | 


au Continued from page-1 





























jected 4 picture 6x8 feet to a porta- 
ble opaque screen over a distance 
of 30 feet. Little, if anything, was 
lost of the boxing images received. 
Device is reportedly capable of pic- 
tures 15x20 feet. 

D’Orsay is spending $2,000 for 
peblicity on the Rose Bow! airer, 
which is to be televised by Para- 
mount’s KTLA. Overall nut is $4,000, 
including newspapers and air plugs. 
Set will be spotted in the audi- 
torium’s orchestra pit, projecting 
forward onto the screen. If a trans- 
lucent screen is available in time, 
the set will be installed behind it 
for rear projection. 

Set is scheduled to sell for $2,500, 
with heavy production expected to 
reduce that cost. Ms 





London ~ 


Producers of the Hans May stage 
operetta, “Carissima,” which starts 
rehearsals in January, are seeking an 
American star. 

H. M. Tennent, Ltd., hopes to put 
on Hugh Mills’ new play at the Lyric, 
Hammersmith, some time in Febru- 
ary. Sybilla Binder has been men- 
tioned for the lead. . 
Petula Clark, Rank starlet who 
was featured in the Wesley Ruggles- 
Sid Field production, “London 
Town,” is to be guest singing star in 
a Ted Heath orchestra variety show. 
She’s also to star in a new radio 
show. . g 

Edith Evans making pic debut in 
Anatole de Grunwald’s “Queen of 
Spades,” which he is producing for 
Associated British Picture Corp. 
Shooting starts Dec. 29 at Welwyn 
Studios with Anton Walbrook co- 
starring. 

Peter Ustinov is going to Gothen- 
burg, for final conference with the 
author of “Frenzy,” which he is 
adapting for the stage. Play opens 
in Edinburgh Feb. 16 for a six 
weeks’ tour before coming to the 
West End. ' 

John Clements has joined the Old 
Vic Co. at the New theatre, appear- 
ing in current presentation of “St. 
Joan,” and will replace Trevor How- 
ard, who leaves at Christmas in “The 
Taming of the Shrew” when it goes 
back into the repertoire. 

Scripter Ted Kavanagh, responsi- 
ble for all the Tommy Handley 
ITMA radio series, is going into the 
entertainment business on his own. 
He is leasing a hall at Whitby, 
Yorks, where he plans to present 
concert artists, dance bands and 
symphony orchestras. 

Frank Launder and Sydney Gil- 
liat (Individual Pictures), who are 
filming Norman Collins’ bestseller, 
“London Belongs to Me,” at Pine- 
wood for Rank, have replaced Pa- 
tricia Roc, femme lead, with Susan 
Snaw, Rank starlet. Richard Atten- 
borough is male star. 

Winning play chosen by Clifford 
Bax in a competition by the Society 
of Civil Service Authors is “What 
Is Love,” by Mary D. Sheridan, 
descendant of Richard Brinsley 
Sheridan. She is an inspector in the 
children’s branch of the Home Of- 
fice and has already two plays to her 
credit. 

“Charley’s Aunt,” which is the 
Christmas attraction at the Palace, 
will be followed by the new Eric 
Maschwitz-Hans May musical “Caris- 
sima” early in March. Lee Ephraim 
is producing and it’s understood that 
Lady Yule, millivnairess who backed 
Lou Jackson in his many British 
National pictures, is bankrolling. 

Maurice J. Wilson, head of Grand 
National Pictures, has acquired Mi- 
chael Clayton Hutton’s play, “Power 
Without Glory,” for film which he 
intends to produce early next year. 
Play was produced at New Lindsey 
Theatre Club, later transferred to 
Fortune, West End, but despite 
unanimous praise by crix succumbed 
to heatwave. % 

Harry Green expecting to present 
“Potash and Perlmutter, Detectives” 
early next year. Show is the only 
one of the Montague Glass. series 
which has not played here. Possi- 
bility of Bud Flanagan co-starring 
with Green now seems. remote as 
“Together Again,” the Jack Hylton 
Victoria Palace hit in which Flana- 
gan is starring, is still doing big biz. 

Edward Dryhurst’ production of 
Richard Liewellyn's “Noose,” which 
he is filming for Warner Bros. re- 
lease, starts shooting Dec. 29 at Ted- 
dington Studios with Edward Gre- 
ville directing. Cast lineup includes 
Carole Landis, Derek Farr, Nigel 
Patrick (in his stage role) and pos- 
— Joseph Calleia imported from 
ee for the Charles Goldner 
part, 





Minneapolis 
_ By Les Rees 

Irving Mills, Monogram salesman, 
to be wed. 

“Chocolate Soldier” pencilled into 
Lyceum, Jan. 17-10. 

Joe Shea in ahead of “Harvey,” 
accompanied by the missus. 

Roxy Ackerberg, formerly with 
Film Classics, an addition to Selz- 
nick branch. ‘ 

St. James, Minn., city council 
tripling theatre license fee from 
$100 to $300. 

Eugene Ormandy guest conductor 
with Minneapolis Symphony, which 
he formerly directed. 

Maureen Cannon, singer, and Stan 
Fisher, harmonicaist, into Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room. 

Bennie Berger, North Central Al- 
lied president, to Kansas City to 
help organize a Kansas-Missouri na- 
tional Allied States unit. 

Wood Smith and John Winslow 
elected president and business agent, 
respectively, of Motion Picture Ma- 
chine Operators AFL Union No. 
219 here. 

Herman Greenberg and Louis D. 
Froelich, ASCAP general manager 
and counsel, in from New York 
for trial of theatre-fees’ non-pay- 
ment suits. 

With name changed to Minneap- 
olis Civic Theatre, North Star Drama 
Guild, leading local little theatre 
group, to offer “My Sister Eileen” 
next, Dec. 30-Jan. 3. 

Rita McDonough, who played in- 
enue lead. in North Star Drama 





uild’s world premiere of Clifford 





Wednesday, December 24, 1947 


Goldsmith’s comedy, “Mr. r’s 
Left Hand,” is daughter of St. Paul 


mayor. 

Local RKO exchange has 34 Louis- 
\ralcott fight prints booked solid 
through January. Exhibitors, eager 
to get them, are driving from town 
to town and into Minneapolis to 
pick them up. 

High costs of material and labor 
anil material scarcity holding up 
start of construction of new. thea- 
tre at Golden Valley, local suburb, 
and Gordon Greene and Jack 
Wright, promoters, considering ask- 
ing permission to build temporary 
drive-in house. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 


J. J. Byrne appointed flack to Irish 
Theatrical Agency. 

J. Arthur Rank, finance controller 
G.F.R. Marshall, on bfief visit here 
for talks -with local Rank execs. 

Lc. Holmes Denham named prexy 
and Neil A, Phelan, secretary, of 
Society of Irish Magicians at recent 
convention. 

Exhib Maurice Baum has joined 
with Maurice Wine in new $80,000 
private company to extend interests 
in nabe situations. 

Monarch Film Corp. will dis- 
tribute Dublin Film Productions’ 
first pic, “My Hands Are Clay,” due 
for screening soon. 

Twentieth-Fox managing-director 
for Britain, William S. Kupper, and 
general sales manager J. F. Pattin- 
son, due to vacation here for Christ- 
mas, 

B. T. Davis, prexy of Cinemato- 
graph Exhibs Assn. of Great Britain, 
here with general secretary W. R. 
Fuller to discuss benevolent fund 
scheme with Irish exhibs group. 

Gaelic theatré producer - play- 
wright Walter Macken has joined 
Abbey Theatre as actor. His play, 
“Mungo’s Mansion,” has been pro- 
duced at the Abbey and in London. 








Chicago 
Joe Glaser in to confer 


local office head, Freddie 
son. 


with his 
William- 


Connie Russell added to the 
Christmas. show at the Chicago 
theatre. 


Joe Louis arrived for the opening 
of the Beige Room, at the Hotel 
Pershing. 

Mike Fritzel’s restaurant, formerly 
the Copacabana nitery, opened 
Thursday (18). 

Harry Davis in ahead of “Anna 
Lucasta.” Producer John Wildberg 
due in for the opening. 

Bill Anson, former local radio per- 
sonality and now a Hollywood disk 
jock, here with his family for the 
Christmas weekend. 

Pearl Bailey, the Honeydreamers, 
and Joan Hiatt (Miss Chicago, °47), 
skedded for appearances at the An- 
nual Navy Ball the latter part of 
January. 










Legit Shakes Blues 


Continued from page 1 





selling of theatre parties for the 
dates that were expected to be offish. 
Managers allowed party agents a 5% 
edge on their package deals. The 
varignce in grosses for the leading 
hits that were thus protected there- 
fore was not considerable. Tally on 
some others, halved the takings of 
the previous week. Engagements of 
those shows are nearly through. 

Current week on Broadway adds 
three revivals to the list and next 
week there will be another produc- 
tion of the same classification. This 
week’s entries are “Crime and Pun- 
ishment,” “The Cradle Will Rock” 
and “Topaze.” Next Monday (29), 
Gilbert and Sullivan (D’Oyly Carte) 
starting with “The Mikado,” playing 
the full week. 

Jump in the number of produc- 
tions that went into rehearsal re- 
cently indicates a livelier first-night 
period during January than in the 
last two months of 1947. 


Kranze Shift 


Continued from page 5 









from U. He moves into FC Jan. 19 
following a Florida vacation. For 16 
years prior to his Rank stint, Kranze 
was with RKO as district manager 
and in other capacities. 





FC Into Own Prod. 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 

Plans for production operations 
by Film Classics are coming out of 
the talking stage with announce- 
ment that FC is taking over part of 
the Nassour Studios in Hollywood. 
Portion of the lot will be called 
Film Classics Studio. 


Simultaneously, FC prez Joseph | 
Bernhard disclosed the appointment | 


of Maria Quigley, former assistant 
to the late Trem Carr, one-time 
Monogram production head, as 
Coast production assistant working 
directly under him. 





Hollywood 


Her6 Sanford to Chicago 

Victor McLaglens ress. 
Vincent Price to San Diego. 
Don Dewar bedded by flu. 


Gig Young bedded with flu. 
Norman Taurog ill with flu. 
Myrna Loy down with laryngitis, 
rode dl Venuta in from New York 

wo es Laughton in from New 
ork. 


Isabel Randolph down wi 
Be p with pneu- 

Bryan Foy recovering from minor 
surgery. 

Bob Coleson recuperating from 
surgery. 

Elsa Helbling planed to South 
America. 
Emil 
checkup. 
Curtis Bernhardt returne : 
Mexico City. paren 
_ Shirley Dinsdale broke two ribs 

in an auto crash. 

John H. Auer to Mexico City and 
Havana on business. : 

Ann Richards returned from a 
month in Manhattan. 

Leon Ames opening an automobile 
agency in Studio City. 

Robert Montgomery awarded the 
French Legion of Honor. 

Walter Kane recovering after an 
overdose of sleeping pills. 

John Bourke back to work at Re. 
public after major surgery. 

Gene Autry leaves Jan. 4 on a sixe 
week tour of southern states. 

Samuel Goldwyn in from the east 
to start prepping his 1948 program. 

Marina Koshetz leaves this week 
sod a concert tour, starting in Bos- 

on. 

Bretaigne Windust invited by 
Yale Press to write a book on stage 
direction. 

Charles Woram returned to Mex- 
ico City after confa@bs with N. Peter 
Rathvon at RKO. 

Melvin Kontz, animal handler on 
the “Man-eaters of Kumaon” set, 
was Clawed by a tiger. 

Donald O’Connor burned his right 
hand in a premature powder explo- 
sion at Universal-International. 

Kay Thompson incorporated her- 
self as the KT Corp. Presumably 
she didn’t know about the Kate 
Smith-Ted Collins company, Kayted 
Corp. 


Newman hospitalized for 





Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 

Metro prepping to move into its 
new Champs Elysees office: 

London’s John Mills pleased with 
his new restaurant on Rue Laperouse. 

Lido’s operator Pierre Guerin and 
his producer M. Fraday to U. S. 
Jan. 4. 

Karin Vangay to star oppésite 
Philippe Gerard in next play at the 
Michodiere. 

Val Guest over from London for 
a‘ few days before starting on his 
next picture. 

Xmas shopping in Paris is at an 
alltime low, so far as storekeepers 
can remember. 

Jean Louis Barrault having to can- 
cel some Marigny performances on 
account of grippe. 

Club du Faubourg, public debating 
society, to hold a debate on the 
American pictures’ “menace.” 

Claude Alphand, wife of the Bel- 
gian minister, Warbling with con- 
siderable success at Chez Carrere. 

Lacy and Priscilla Kastner plan- 
ning Xmas in Rome with their 
os the Marquise de Coninck. 

Lilian Culvert left the stage to 
join couturier Christian Dior where 
she handles sales of the new “Miss 
Dior” perfume. 

Yolande Donian giving Paris the 
0.0. before sailing home after star- 
ring in the London production of 
“Born Yesterday.” 

Paris pix and legit actors and 
screen technicians planned a mass 
demonstration to air their griev- 
ances, but the Prefect of Police pro- 
hibited an intended parade on the 
Boulevards, 


By George F. Gaal 

Actor Zoltan Szakacs died of 
cancer, 

Jazz singer Katie Fenyes, left for 
Brussesls, Paris and Stockholm on 
two months’ tour. 

Daphne Barnett and Stanley Car- 
ter, U. S. Negro jazz singers, are 
boff at Savoy here. . 

Joseph Toldy, Hungarian-born US. 
set designer, left for U. S. after two- 
month visit. Married while here. 

“The Other,” starring Dolores del 
Rio, to be released here shortly. 
This will be first Mexican pic here. 

A newly-established film company 
prepping to screen Snimonov’'s “The 

ussian Question,” currently running 
at National Theatre. 

Actor Lajos Alszeghy, 35, last seen 
as Candy in John Steinbeck’s “Of 
Mice and Men,” which broke all 
theatrical records of recent years, 
committed suicide by gas. 





Kimort’s “Light Musa” is now 
shooting. Lead is played by Ida 
Turay. Script is by her husband, 


Istvan Bekeffy; music by Tamas 
Brody, and direction by Zoltan Ker- 


enyi. 

National and Madach theatres 
‘feuding over performance rights of 
Erskine Caldwell’s “Tobacco Road. 
, Ferenc Hont, head of Madach thea- 
tre claims he contracted for play 
|last summer in London, while Ne- 
tional claims previous rights. ‘ 
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MARK ogee fg 
k Hellinger, , mewspaper 
ait, author and film producer, 
succumbed to @ heart attack -in a 
ood hospital Dec. 21. 


Details on page 2. 





ARTHUR L. WALSH f 
1, executive 

Arthur L. Walsh, 51, 
vice-president of Thomas A. Edison, 
Inc., and former New Jersey state 
senator, died Dec. 13 in Memorial 
hospitat, New York, after an opera- 
 Walah’s career with the Edison 
Co. began in 1915. At the age of 19, 
after winning a reputation in his 
Newark as @ violinist, he was 


yative . 
make Edison records and 


engaged to 


to give recitals in which he played | 


in direct comparison with his record- 
ings to prove that the tone quality 
of the original and reproduced mu- 
sic was identical, He later was made 
advertising and music manager of 
the company. 

For several years, Walsh selected 
all numbers to be recorded by Edi- 
son and supervised the artists. Dur- 
ing this period he also wrote popu- 
lar songs including “Porcupine Pines 
for Its Pork,” “The Prisoner’s Sweet- 


heart’—an answer to “The ‘Prison- | 
er’s Song.” At the time of his death | 


he was president of a corporation 
erecting a super-power radio station 
in Newark. 

After being promoted to Edison 
executive vice-president, Walsh 
served as New Jersey State director 
of the Federal Housing Administra- 


tion in 1934-35. He was appointed | 


by Thomas Edison’s son, Charles, 
who was then regional director of 
the FHA for New Jersey, Delaware 
and Pennsylvania. Walsh managed 
Edison’s successful campaign for 
governor of New Jersey: in 1939. On 
November 26, 1943, Gov. Edison ap- 
pointed him to the Senaie to fill the 
unexpired term of W. Warren Bar- 
pour. He served until December, 
1944, 





HARRY MOSS 

Harry Moss, 44, veteran band 
booker, was found dead in bed Dec. 
18 at his N. Y. apartment. A heart 
attack proved fatal. He had com- 
plained the previous day of feeling 
il and that evening was given a 
medical checkup, the doctor pro- 
nouncing him fit though in need of 
a rest. Following morhing, when 
he didn’t show up at his office, a 
secretary phoned his apartment 
house superintendent to -check up, 
and latter discovered the body. 

Moss originally was a trade news- 
paperman. He ran a magazine called 
Dance, then went into several minor 
booking agencies before becoming 
head of Music . of America’s 
one-night department in the late 
‘30s. Me quit that post more than 
two years ago to go with Joe Glas- 
er’s Associated Booking Agency and 
afterward quit there to set up the 
Harry Moss Agency. Several months 
ago he took over the booking of tal- 
ent represented by Willard Alex- 
ander, meanwhile keeping a hand in 
his own outfit, which was being 
handled by Jack Kearny and, later, 
“Doc” Richardson. Whether the 
agency will continue in business is 
as yet undetermined. 

Moss ‘is' survived by his mother, 
Jennie Moskowitz, former Yiddish 
stage star; a brother, sister, widow 
and daughter. 





CESARE SODERO 
Cesare Sodero, 61, conductor since 
1942 of Italian opera with the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Co., N. W¥., died Dec. 
16 in New York. After gaining a 


. Teputation as a conductor in Italy, 


he was brought to the U. S. in 1906 
by the late Oscar Hammerstein. For 
several years he conducted for the 
Hammerstein Opera Co., and later 
With the Aborn Co. Henry W. 
Savage Opera Co. and other such 
organizations, 
re As general musical director for the 
, ys Phonograph Co. from 1913 to 
(1925, Sodero made more than 1,000 
recordings, most of them operatic. 
He was one of the first conductors of 
hee 9 somee and in 1926 fea- 
& series of tabloi ; 
WEAF Nw oid operas over 
Sodero was a composer as well as 
ftenductor, Among his works were 
Les Amours du Papillon” and “Rus- 
san Shadows,” both operas, as well 
on A Wedding March for Large 
rehestra,” “Romantic Suite” and a 
Symphonic poem, “Promethus.” 


; Wife, three sons and two daugh- 
ers survive. 





KURT DONATH 


tenure Donath, 67, erstwhile lead- 
& tenor for the old Henry W. Sav- | 


- OBITUARIES 


age Grand Opera Co. and other op- 
eratic organizations, died at his home 
in Memphis last Wednesday (17) 
following a two-week illness. 

A native of Germany, Donath sang 
and acted with German opera 
troupes in Dortmund, Colmar, Trier, 
at the Court theatre in Altenberg 
and the Schiller theatre in Berlin. 
|He came to America in 1907 to sing 
|\the tenor lead in “Madame Butter- 





'fly” for the Savage troupe and it | 


was in this part that he played 
| Memphis in 1908. Later he appeared 
|in concert and as soloist with lead- 
|ing choral societies before turning to 


|teaching as voice instructor and 
eventually director of the Opera 
School at the Chicago Musical Col- 
lege. 

For five years, Donath taught 


|voice and piano and directed the 
iglee club at the Culver 
|Academy in Indiana. From 1921 to 
1932, he taught in Helena, Ark., mov- 
ing to Memphis then to continue 
_teaching and to conduct choirs in 
ithe local churches. 
Surviving are his wife and a 
'daughter, Mrs. A. W. Miller, Jr., of 
| North Miami, Fla. 

SHEPHARD WAYNE NUNN 
Shephard Wayne Nunn, 66, legit 
actor, died in New York, December 
17. Born in Indiana, he started in 
|show business with Charley King’s 
Repertoire Co. when 17. Later he 
joined the Brian Martin 
| where he met and married Grace 
| Valentine, actress. They played ‘in 
repertoire and stock until 1909 and 
New 


ithen came to 


of “A Minister’s Sweetheart.” 

After that season, Nunn and Miss 
Valentine were divorced and later 
he married Zoe Barnett and toured 
iin “The Red Rose.” He also ap- 
peared in “Miss Springtime,” “Tan- 
gerine,” “The Midnight Girl,” “Oh, 
My Dear,’ “Tomorrow the World” 
and others. His last N. Y. appear- 
ance was in “Kiss and Tell.” 

He leaves three brothers and two 
sisters. 

JOHN GRAY VON HERBERG 
John Gray von Herberg, 71, owner 
of numerous theatres, cafes and real 
estate in the northwest, died Dec. 17 
jin Seattle, of heart failure. He had 
been seriously ill a week. 

Known principally as a theatre 
owner, von Herberg also owned 
Von's Cafe in Seattle and real estate 
in various northwest cities. In part- 
nership with Claude Jensen, of Port- 
land, he also had an interest in First 
National Theatres (Mercy), Yakima 
Valley; ownership of the Mount 
Baker theatre building, Bellingham 
and Grand Theatre building, Great 
Falis, Mont. 

Wife, four children, brother and 
sister survive. 





HARRY KALLAHAR 

Harry Kellahar, 56, long the presi- 
dent of the Memphis stagehands 
union and for 25 years stage man- 
ager at Loew's Palace, Memphis, 
died suddenly Dec. 21 of a heart at- 
tack. When stricken, he was repair- 
ing a theatre seat. Though in fail- 
ing health for several years, Kal- 
laher had refused to retire, insisting 
that he would die on the job. 


overseas in World War I. 
Wife, brother and-sister survive. 





PAUL HANNON 
Paul Hannon, salesman and exhib- 
itor in the Kansas City territory, 
died Dec. 10 in Kansas City. He had 


for a number of years, but a few 
weeks ago switched to Eagle Lion. 
He was also operator of the LaBelle 
theatre, Troy, Kans. His son, Paul, 
Jr., is with Monogram and a brother, 
Frank, is branch manager for War- 
ner Brothers in Omaha. 

Wife and daughter also survive. 

TOMMY COHEN 

Tommy Cohen, 83, former legit 
and film publicity man, died Dec. 13 
in San Francisco. He was at one 
time an advance man for both David 
Warfield and Lily Langtry. 

Cohen retired four years ago after 
working for a number of years in 
San Francisco for Columbia pictures. 
Before going with Columbia and 
after his career as a road advance 
man, he was .assistant manager of 
the old Imperial theatre, now the 
United Artist. 





| 





AUGUST WINTER : 

August Winter, 81, former musi- 
cian and retired president of the old 
Strassberger Conservatory of Music 





Military | 


Stock Co. | 


York and ap-| 
peared in Al H. Woods’ production | 


A native of Memphis, he served | 


been a salesman for United Artists | 


Co., St. Louis, died Dec. 14 of heart 
disease at the home of a daughter 
in Normandy, St. Louis county. A 
trombone player and violinist, he 
was a member of the Mizpah orch 
in St. Louis. 


conservatory. 
Two daughters survive. 





FRANK ERNEST HEARN 


Frank Ernest Hearn, 65, who 
toured vaudeville circuits more than 
30 years ago when he first arrived 
| from England, died of a heart ail- 
‘a at his home in New York, Dec. 
He was with Prof. Lamberti for sev- 
| eral seasons before World War I, and 
| was the husband of Julia Knox, who 
|last appeared in New York and 
;}On tour with Ethel Barrymore in 
i\“The Corn Is Green.” He was the 
|father of the late Frank Norman 
Hearn, legit actor. 





ALAN McDONALD 


founders of the Omaha Community 
Playhouse, died last week in Omaha. 
|An architect, he was keenly 


He retired about 15) ; 
years ago, after 46 years with the stressing the fact that she was a; was set in two. I was sitting in my 


ieaae Fri 





woman who didn’t meddle or gossip. 
Only as an apparent afterthought, 
when he had obtained the Mother's 
consent, did he mention that the 
prospective boarder was an actress. 

“Nevertheless,” added Trixie with 
an accompanying routine of eye- 
brow-raising, “they took me in. I’ve 





been here seven years and it’s a 
| wonderful place. I've had a lot of 
ifun and I’m :still having a lot of 
|fun. And, thank God, I have an um- 
| brella! 

“That is what I advised Eva Tan- 


|guay years ago—to get herself an 
| umbrella with 52 ribs—$1,000 for | 
each rib, to shelter her. But she} 
| didn’t listen. She earned more than 
$2,000,000 and died destitute.” 

| Trixie’s room was still cluttered | 
|} with birthday presents and cards. 


Alan McDonald, 56, one of the! evidence of celebration of her 77th 


| birthday a week before. Her eyes 


| twinkled and she chuckled a bit as 


in- | she admitted the age. 


terested in the theatre and was a/} 


member of the Playhouse board of 


directors since its start 23 years ago. | 


Henry Fonda and Dorothy McGuire 


| were among the names who got their | 


i start there. 


ROBERT F. BURKHARDT 


heart attack. 
Under the joint pseudonym of Rob 


| Eden, he and his wife, Eve, wrote | 
|mumerous novels, short stories and | 


screenplays. 


GEORGE L. BLAKESLEE 


George L. Blakeslee, 77, exhibitor 
of Lander, Wyo., died last week in 
Denver, after a long illnéss. He built 
the Grand theatre in Lander and 
continued to operate it until his 
death. 

Wife survives. 





WILLIAM H. MARKWOOD 


manager of station WCAM, Camden, 
N. J., died Dec. 22 in West Berlin, 
N. J. He was also a reporter for the 
Philadelphia Daily News. 

| Wife, two sons and daughter sur- 
| vive, 


| 
| 








| 
| 


| BURDETTE E. BROWN 


to Phil Friedman in the Warner 
casting department, died Dec. 21 in 
Hollywood. He was casting director 
at Universal for many years. 

Wife, Betty Brown, legit and film 
actress, survives. 





Ida Rosenberg, 63, mother of Syl- 
via Rosenberg, Deems Taylor’s sec- 
retary at ASCAP, died in New York 
Dec. 16. In addition to Miss Rosen- 
berg, who is Mrs. Morton Metzler 
in private life, she leaves husband, 
three other daughters and three 
sons. 


we ee 


Kenneth Quarberg, 10, son of Lin- 
coln Quarberg, publicist for Howard 
Hughes “Vendetta,” died Dec. 21 in 
Hollywood, of sleeping sickness. He 
was the second of Quarberg’s three 
sons. 





John Earl Groth, Sr., 69, secretary 
of Fort Wayne Broadcasting, Inc., 
which operates WFTW there, died 
Dec. 16 in Battle Creek, Mich. 





Mother, 95, of George K. Spoor, 
founder of old Essannay studio, in 
Chicago, died Dec. 18 in Waukegan, 
Ill. Two other sons and three daugh- 
ers also survive. 





Tristan Bernard, 81, novelist and 
playwright, died recently in Paris. 


during the war. 





R. R. McCormick, 55, owner of 
the Gloria theatre at Senatobia, 
Miss., died Dec. 20 at Bapfist hos- 
pital, Memphis. 





Daughter, 5, of Roger Kelly, an- 
nouncer- at WJAS 
died last week of pneumonia 
Florida. 





Mother of Bernard Hilda, band 
leader, and Irene Hilda, actress, died 
Dec. 5 in Paris. 





Mother, 91, of actor Edward H. 
Robins died at his home, Harring- 
ton Park, N. J., last Thursday (18). 





He was deported by the Germans’ 


Robert F. Burkhardt, 55, novelist | 


‘and sereen writer, died Dec. 19 at his | 


home in Santa Monica, following a 


William H. Markwood, 39, general | 


Burdette E. Brown, 42, assistant | 


A Tipoff on Soph 

“You know Sophie Tucker came 
up to see me a while back. She was 
looking over the room and the pic- 
tures on the wall and presently I 
asked her: ‘Sophie, are you still 
59?’ She nodded yes. You know we 
started show business about the 
same time. 

“I started in 1889 and quit:in 1939. 
I ran away from home to go with a 
show.” 


The show, she said, was “The 
Pearl of Pekin” with Lou Harrison 
starring. When they got to Cleve- 


land the law caught up with Trixie. 
She was then under age and her 
parents had reported her flight to the 
police. 

“I remember they picked me up 
and took me in to the chief of 
poljge,” she said. “He looked me 
over and said: ‘You don’t look like 
a bad girl.’ ‘I’m not,’ I told him. 
Then he asked me what I left home 
for. 

“I told him I had been working in 
a store for $3.50 a week, that on 
this job I was getting $18 and send- 
ing $10 a week to my mother—and 
didn’t he think $8 a week was better 
than $3.50. He called in a clerk and 


said: ‘Wire them they'd better let 
jher alone. So I went .on in show 
business.” 


Trixie, to use her own words, “saw 
vaudeville through from stem to 
| stern.” It-was hard work but it was 
all fun, she maintains. 





I played the bee and the River- 
one theatre, hustle to the subway, 
fixing my makeup as I went, get to 
the other theatre, put on a hat and 
walk into my act.” 

There was more talk about vaude- 
ville, musical comedy and the stars 
who were contemporaries. Some of 
those stars are still around and ‘visit 
her at the school from time to time. 

“Charlotte Greenwood was out 
and I went to see her show at the 
Pasadena Civic Auditorium—we 
played in a show together once— 
the ‘Passing Show of 1912.’” 

Up to the time the arthritis got 
her down seven or eight weeks ugo 
| Trixie had been active in entertain- 
ing informally in the veterans’ hos- 
pitals in the Los Angeles area. She 
expects to get back on the job again 
shortly. 

“My right hip is trying to go to 
sleep on me,” she said, “but we’re 
not going to let that happen—TI still 
have a job to do at the hospitals. 

“Right now I manage to get out of 
bed three times a week to go to 
mass. Of course; I could go every 
morning in a wheelchair—but I'd 
attract too much attention from the 
girls that way and they’d be watch- 
ing me instead of attending to the 
service.” 

Even at the age of 77 a glamor 





girl of the stage is still more than 


'somewhat of a sensation in a girls’ 
| school. 


But the minor problems 
arising ‘are worked out smoothly by 
Trixie and the sisters. 

The comedienne pointed to stacks 
of Christmas cards from various 
show business and other celebrities. 

“I get more than 700 of them every 
year. And after Christmas the girls 
who are up in their studiés and 
don’t have any black marks for de- 





/portment are allowed by the sisters 


in Pittsburgh, | 
in | 


to come in my reom and see them in 
groups of 10 or 12 at a time. 
A ‘Lousy First’ 
Trixie closed the interview with 
more reminiscences of vaudeville, 


“lousy” on the stage. 

“I was in a Shubert show and sug- 
gested a blackout that they put in. 
I played Whistler’s mother. The act 





ganza Brags 


Continued from page 2 


“Lord, my used to work: Once | 
1 


side the same week—finish my act at | 














chair when the curtain rose. A young 
man came in, put his arms around 
me and exclaimed, ‘Mother, aem. 1: 
| wonderful to see you. How are you 
feeling?’ And I looked in the fire- 
| place, gave him a slightly sour look 
| and then looked at the audience and 
| Said: ‘LOUSY.’ It never failed to 
| bring down the house.” 


This article, by the way, is printed 





| 
| 


}in the face of remonstrances from 
Trixie herself, She opened the in- 
| terview by insisting: “You shouldn't 
| be running a story about me. Why 
'don’t you give the space to someone 


who needs jt?” 





| MARRIAGES 


Dustine Farnum to Louis J. Bit- 
| terlin, Bevery Hills, Dec: 20. She's a 
screen actress. 

Estelle Cohn to Joseph Mayer, 
| Chicago, Dec. 14. Bride was public- 
| ity assistant in the Chicago office of 
| Universal Pictures. 

Doris Dillon to Richard Shedden, 
| Forest Hills, N. Y., Dec. 21. ~ Bride 
jis daughter of Guy lLombardo’s 
|trombonist, James Dillon. 

Brenda Harris to William E. Os- 
| borne, New York, Dec. 5. He’s Mon- 
|ogram International's Far East and 
Middle East supervisor. 
| Mary DiFazio to Richard J. Boz- 
| zuffi, Jr., New York., Oct. 9. Bride | 
is Monogram International service 
manager in New York. 
| Frances Biddulph to Sidney Phil- 
lips, New York, Dec. 19. Groom is a 





theatre and talent executive in 
Metro’s homeoffice. 
Gretchen Emerson to Harold 


| Adamson, Hollywood, Dec. 20. She’s 
|}an actress; he’s a songwriter. 

Regina King to Mel Richmond, 
New York, Dec. 28. Groom is son of 
Jack Richmond, vet musi@ man. 
Bride is non-pro. 

Anita Nelson to Charlie Janoff, 
New York, Dec. 22. Both are with 
Leads Music. 

Margaret Roach te Bob Livingston, 
Hollywood, Dec. “18. She's Hal 
Roach’s daughter, He's a western 
actor. 

Gloria Franklin to Sid 
Glendale, Cal., Dec. 17. 
married secretly in 
months ago. 


Silvers, 
They were 
Mexico four 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Fortunio Bonanova, 
daughter, Hollywood, Dec, 18. Father 
'is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Hauser, son, 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. Father is ABC 
writer-producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack O'Mara, daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, Dec. 19. Father is 
western division sales manager for 
ABC. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Watson, 
daughter, San Antonio, recently, 
Father is City manager there for In- 
terstate Theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Keesal, son, 
Chicago, Dec. 16. Mother is former 
legit actress, Joan Churchill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Eskelson, 
son, Salt Lake City, Dec. 20. Father 
is continuity writer and_ sports- 
caster at KALL there. 
| Mr. and Mrs, Paul Landerman, 
_twin son and daughter, Hartford, 
Dec. 15. Father is leader of Lander- 

— Bros. band at Hotel Bond, Hart- 
| ford. 
’ Mr. and Mrs. Hardy Hoelter, son, 
Chicago, Dec. 16. Mother is Jane 
Lippold, partner in publicity firm of 
Dutton-Lippold. 

Mr. and Mrs, Alfred Weston, son, 
Hollywood, Dec. 16, Father is pro- 
duction manager for Criterion Pic- 
tures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Saul Krieg, son, 
New York, Dec. 19. Father is a 
pressagent. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Carter, 
daughter, Hollywood, Dec. 21, 
Father is a film actor. Mother, the 
former Nancy Wiman, is daugh- 
ter of legit producer Dwight Deere 
Wiman. 5 oa 


Mr. apd Mrs. Will Cowan, daugh- 








——_, 


ter, Hollywood, Dec. 2. Father is 
a Universal - mg shen 


shorts 
producer-director. 
Mr. and Dirs. 





Mr. apd Mrf Bruce Fowler, Jr., 
daughter, Holiywood, Dec. 21. Grand- 
father is firstyan district manager for 
Fox-West CAist. ~* 
rs. James Colligan, son, 








capping them with the claim that | 
the was the first person to use| 






15. It’s their .second 
r is general manager for 


rs. Al Kohler, son, Dec. 
22, Bronxville, N..Y¥.. Father is ra- 
dio account executive for Paris & 





Peart Advertising Agency. 
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